
1 
  

   
    

 

Contents 
 

Editorial Norman Lowe 1 

Overview GMS 2014 4th  Quarter Angus Tyner 2 

GMS 2015 Heather Young 12 

Our traps and their gardens George Davis 13 

My lepidopterist year in Devon Janet Cheney 15 

My dream moths David Baker 16 

Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Entomological Society 
Centenary Exhibition 

Roger Freestone 19 

GMS Annual Conference Norman Lowe 20 

Tailpiece Norman Lowe 21 

GMS sponsors  22 

 

Editorial – Norman Lowe  

 
We have come to the end of another year of GMS recording and now we have a full 8 years 
of data since we first developed into a national monitoring scheme in 2007. To mark the 
occasion and to celebrate Christmas and the New Year we have for you a bumper 
Newsletter, probably the biggest ever. In fact we could have included a Crossword as well 
but I thought we might be better to hold it over till next year when you won’t have to wait so 
long for the solution. 
 
Firstly, we have our usual report from Angus Tyner on the results from the Autumn Quarter. 
Then Heather Young describes the way ahead for 2015. The most significant change is that 
we have undertaken the review of core species that we had always planned for 2015, 
following the previous review in 2010. Huge thanks to Derek Cawthorne, who did all the work 
on this and who proposed a number of changes including a modest increase in the number 
of core species. We then have three very interesting and different accounts of moth trapping 
and recording from around the UK, and a report on the Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire 
Entomological Society Centenary Exhibition. 
 
Finally, please note the information about the 2015 Annual Conference, to be held on 
Sunday 1st March at Chiltern Woodland Burial Park. We have a very interesting programme 
prepared and this year, something new, a “Swapmeet” stall. So please come along and bring 
all your unwanted moth equipment etc for sale or exchange. 

GMS News 
 

Autumn 2014 
 

Weeks 28-36 
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Overview GMS 2014 4
th

  Quarter – Angus Tyner  
  
306 forms were returned for the Q3 summary and while this is down from the 326 forms last 
year, it is still a terrific return. This year the average number of moths recorded in each 
garden was almost exactly the same as last year although of course the numbers varied 
from one species to another. 
 
 

 
 
The next trap shows that the numbers of moths declined steadily through the quarter even 
though temperatures stayed broadly the same. It was noticeable, however, that the number 
of empty traps was lower in warm weeks and higher in colder weeks. 
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The next table shows the Top 30 moths plus another four of particular interest. Brimstone 
Moth has done especially well, rising from No 23 to No.8, probably because conditions were 
favourable for a large second brood. Other species that did well included Snout, Small 
Square-spot, Flame Shoulder. On the other hand Setaceous Hebrew Character Black Rustic 
and Vine’s Rustic fared less well than in 2013. Special mention should be made of Spruce 
Carpet since in the final week there was a count of 395 from a single garden in Ireland. This 
made up more than half the annual total for Ireland and made up a third of the quarter 4 total 
for the whole scheme. 
 
GMS 2014 4th Quarter – 306 Gardens (core species only) 

(2011-13 
position) 

Species (core list only) Total 
Mean 
per 

garden 

2011-13 
mean 

% 
increase/ 
decrease 

Compared 
with 2013 

1(1) Large Yellow Underwing 17025 55.6 38.1 46% 23% 

2(3) Lunar Underwing 6627 21.7 14.4 51% -16% 

3(4) Square-spot Rustic 5215 17 12.1 40% -9% 

4(5) Light Brown Apple Moth 4272 14 12.7 10% -19% 

5(2) Setaceous Hebrew Character 3837 12.5 20.5 -39% -26% 

6(6) Lesser Yellow Underwing 3300 10.8 10.9 -1% -9% 

7(7) Common Marbled Carpet 2688 8.8 11.1 -21% -11% 

8(23) Brimstone Moth 2023 6.6 3.5 89% 22% 

9(9) Beaded Chestnut 1589 5.2 4.6 13% -3% 

10(17) November Moth agg. 1562 5.1 3.9 31% 5% 

11(26) Snout 1517 5 2.4 105% 3% 

12(12) Spruce Carpet 1175 3.8 2.3 69% -16% 

13(15) Red-green Carpet 1082 3.5 3.4 3% -22% 

14(11) Blair's Shoulder-knot 1079 3.5 3.6 -3% -19% 

15(19) Rosy Rustic 1072 3.5 3.6 -3% -13% 

16(41) Small Square-spot 966 3.2 1.3 152% -17% 

17(10) Black Rustic 946 3.1 4.8 -35% -3% 

18(51) Flame Shoulder 931 3 1.1 174% -3% 

19(22) Angle Shades 871 2.8 3.1 -9% -8% 

20(16) Green-brindled Crescent 842 2.8 3 -7% -6% 

21(21) Flounced Rustic 809 2.6 2.9 -8% -1% 

22(32) Shuttle-shaped Dart 782 2.6 1 163% 0% 

23(36) Garden Carpet 771 2.5 2 27% 6% 

24(31) Garden Rose Tortrix 742 2.4 2.3 8% 6% 

25(30) Willow Beauty 679 2.2 1.5 49% 1% 

26(27) Feathered Thorn 675 2.2 1.8 24% 1% 

27(24) Common Wainscot 671 2.2 1.2 85% 6% 

28(N/A) Copper Underwing agg. 654 2.1 #N/A #N/A 8% 

29(25) Rusty-dot Pearl 651 2.1 2.1 2% 8% 

30(8) Yellow-line Quaker 634 2.1 3.5 -40% 30% 

31(44) Lesser Broad-bordered YU 589 1.9 1.2 58% 32% 

32(14) Vine's Rustic 584 1.9 3.3 -43% 35% 

33(18) Red-line Quaker 564 1.8 2 -8% 46% 

34(28) Pale Mottled Willow 537 1.8 1.1 57% 45% 
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Abundance by region 
The next table breaks down this top 30 or so into regional values. The figures represent the 
mean number of moths per garden. The abbreviation for the regions are listed here 
I’ve highlighted maximum numbers for a species in red and minimum in blue. 
 

NW  North West England  SC  Scotland  NE  North East England  

IR  Ireland YH  Yorkshire & Humberside EE  East England  

WA  Wales WM  West Midlands EM  East Midlands  

SW  South West England CI  Channel Islands SE  South East England  

 

  NW SC NE IR YH EE WA WM EM SW SE 

No. of Gardens, Total 306 39 19 10 26 12 22 33 34 30 37 44 

Large Yellow Underwing 39 7 10 5.4 32 73 26 53 68 94 78 

Lunar Underwing 3.3 1 0.4 4.9 6.3 29 2.2 11 33 33 64 

Square-spot Rustic 6.7 1 3.3 16 9.8 17 12 9.1 18 29 32 

Light Brown Apple Moth 8.8 2 12 6.9 8.1 9.3 3.5 15 18 15 28 

Setaceous Hebrew Character 5.6 0 4.6 14 10 22 13 7.1 8.7 25 12 

Lesser Yellow Underwing 10 3 2.5 4.7 13 8.9 5.2 10 19 11 10 

Common Marbled Carpet 8.2 4 8.3 9.3 5.7 3.9 10 8.9 8.4 9.4 6.1 

Brimstone Moth 2.5 0 0.1 1.2 1.2 4.4 18 6.2 4.8 13 6.1 

Beaded Chestnut 0.7 0 0.1 1.1 18 8.6 5.8 4.6 6.4 9 5.2 

November Moth agg. 4.1 3 0.2 6.9 1.1 6.6 13 3.4 3.2 1.8 3.3 

Snout 3.6 0 0 0 6.8 5.1 6 6.1 4.9 9.1 3.5 

Spruce Carpet 0.9 3 0.5 22 1.7 0.5 8.6 1.2 0.3 2.5 0.6 

Red-green Carpet 4 4 2.3 2 2.6 1.1 3.5 4 2.1 1.9 4.3 

Blair's Shoulder-knot 4.7 0 3.6 0.8 4.4 4.1 0.9 5 4.7 2.2 1.9 

Rosy Rustic 2.2 5 3.4 9.7 3.3 1.2 6.5 1.3 2.4 2.7 0.6 

Small Square-spot 0.9 0 0.1 4.3 1.8 0.6 2.2 1.4 1.9 12 2.5 

Black Rustic 2.1 2 0 3 0.6 7.1 3.2 1.9 1.8 3.4 3.6 

Flame Shoulder 2.9 0 0.1 2.5 3.9 1.4 6.2 2.2 2.2 4.2 1.3 

Angle Shades 2 3 0.7 3.2 2.9 2.6 1.8 1.9 2.2 3.5 3.8 

Green-brindled Crescent 1 2 1.3 2.4 3.1 3.9 6.4 2.5 2 2.5 1.8 

Flounced Rustic 1.3 0 0 0.7 0.9 4.2 3.2 1.7 1.8 4.1 4.9 

Shuttle-shaped Dart 1.7 0 0.4 0 0.6 5.4 0.7 2.6 3.3 2.8 4.6 

Garden Carpet 2.1 3 2.7 2.4 1.8 1.1 1.2 1.9 3.6 3.3 1.7 

Garden Rose Tortrix 2.2 0 1.6 1.1 4.2 2.2 2.1 3.4 3.3 1.1 2.3 

Willow Beauty 0.9 0 0.5 0.3 0.6 2 0.5 1.4 2.7 3.3 6.3 

Feathered Thorn 2.9 1 1.7 1.8 1.2 1.8 3.8 1.4 1.3 1.4 1 

Common Wainscot 0.8 0 0.1 1.3 4.5 3 0.3 2.9 4 3.7 2 

Copper Underwing agg. 3.2 2 1.5 0.5 0.9 0.9 1.5 2.2 1.7 2 1.3 

Rusty-dot Pearl 0.4 0 0 0.3 0.1 0.9 1.2 0.1 0.1 12 2 

Yellow-line Quaker 1.4 2 0.6 2.3 1.3 3 2.8 1.9 0.6 0.9 3.1 

Lesser Broad-bordered YU 1.5 0 0.3 4 0.7 1.8 1.3 1.3 0.8 1.4 3.4 

Vine's Rustic 0 0 0 0 0 5.2 0 0.4 1.8 3.3 6.4 

Red-line Quaker 1.4 1 0.7 2.3 1.8 1.9 4.4 0.8 0.8 1.6 1.3 

Pale Mottled Willow 0.8 0 0.1 0.6 0.8 1.5 1.2 1.5 2.4 2.5 3.7 
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Regional top 10, including species not on core list 
 

North West Mean Scotland Mean North East Mean 

Large Yellow Underwing 39 Large Yellow Underwing 6.5 Light Brown Apple Moth 12.4 

Lesser Yellow Underwing 10.4 Rosy Rustic 4.9 Large Yellow Underwing 10.4 

Light Brown Apple Moth 8.8 Common Marbled Carpet 3.6 Common Marbled Carpet 8.3 

Common Marbled Carpet 8.2 Red-green Carpet 3.5 Setaceous Hebrew Character 4.6 

Square-spot Rustic 6.7 Garden Carpet 3.4 Blair's Shoulder-knot 3.6 

Setaceous Hebrew Character 5.6 Brown-spot Pinion 3.3 Rosy Rustic 3.4 

Blair's Shoulder-knot 4.7 Spruce Carpet 3.1 Straw Dot 3.4 

November Moth agg. 4.1 November Moth agg. 2.9 Square-spot Rustic 3.3 

Red-green Carpet 4 Lesser Yellow Underwing 2.7 Garden Carpet 2.7 

Snout 3.6 Angle Shades 2.6 Lesser Yellow Underwing 2.5 

Ireland Mean Yorkshire & Humber Mean East England Mean 

Spruce Carpet 21.6 Large Yellow Underwing 31.8 Large Yellow Underwing 72.6 

Square-spot Rustic 16 Beaded Chestnut 17.6 Lunar Underwing 29.3 

Setaceous Hebrew Character 14.3 Lesser Yellow Underwing 13 Setaceous Hebrew Character 22.2 

Rosy Rustic 9.7 Setaceous Hebrew Character 10.4 Square-spot Rustic 17 

Common Marbled Carpet 9.3 Square-spot Rustic 9.8 Light Brown Apple Moth 9.3 

Light Brown Apple Moth 6.9 Light Brown Apple Moth 8.1 Lesser Yellow Underwing 8.9 

November Moth agg. 6.9 Brown-spot Pinion 7.2 Beaded Chestnut 8.6 

Small Wainscot 5.9 Snout 6.8 Black Rustic 7.1 

Large Yellow Underwing 5.4 Lunar Underwing 6.3 November Moth agg. 6.6 

Lunar Underwing 4.9 Common Marbled Carpet 5.7 Shuttle-shaped Dart 5.4 

Wales Mean West Midlands Mean East Midlands Mean 

Large Yellow Underwing 25.7 Large Yellow Underwing 53.1 Large Yellow Underwing 68.4 

Brimstone Moth 17.7 Light Brown Apple Moth 15.1 Lunar Underwing 33.1 

November moth agg. 12.8 Lunar Underwing 11.4 Lesser Yellow Underwing 19.1 

Setaceous Hebrew Character 12.8 Lesser Yellow Underwing 10.2 Square-spot Rustic 17.8 

Square-spot Rustic 12.1 Square-spot Rustic 9.1 Light Brown Apple Moth 17.6 

Common Marbled Carpet 10.2 Common Marbled Carpet 8.9 Setaceous Hebrew Character 8.7 

Spruce Carpet 8.6 Setaceous Hebrew Character 7.1 Common Marbled Carpet 8.4 

Rosy Rustic 6.5 Brimstone Moth 6.2 Beaded Chestnut 6.4 

Green-brindled Crescent 6.4 Snout 6.1 Snout 4.9 

Flame Shoulder 6.2 Blair's Shoulder-knot 5 Brimstone Moth 4.8 

South West Mean     South East Mean 

Large Yellow Underwing 94.4     Large Yellow Underwing 78 

Lunar Underwing 32.8     Lunar Underwing 64.4 

Square-spot Rustic 28.5     Square-spot Rustic 32.4 

Setaceous Hebrew Character 25.1     Light Brown Apple Moth 28 

Light Brown Apple Moth 15.2     Setaceous Hebrew Character 11.5 

Brimstone Moth 12.8     Lesser Yellow Underwing 10.2 

Small Square-spot 12.4     Vine's Rustic 6.4 

Rusty-dot Pearl 12.3     Agriphila geniculea 6.4 

Lesser Yellow Underwing 10.8     Willow Beauty 6.3 

Common Marbled Carpet 9.4     Brimstone Moth 6.1 
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Not surprisingly, the commonest moth in the whole Scheme, Large Yellow Underwing, was 
also the commonest in 9 out of the 11 regions. However, Lunar Underwing the second 
commonest was not the commonest in any, and only in the top 2 in 4 regions, although it 
was in the top 10 in all but North East, North West, Scotland and Wales.  
 
Weeks 19-36 (quarter 3 & quarter 4) graphs 
 
This series of graphs give the regional figures for average numbers per garden and total 
species recorded in each week in each region. The larger the number of gardens, the larger 
the species diversity. Also some regions have larger species lists, so a direct comparison 
cannot be made between regions. The numbers of gardens per region are mentioned in a 
previous table. First, the average number of moths per region. 
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Next, the total number of species each week for all the gardens in a region. Whilst for all 
regions there is a steady fall throughout the two quarters, it’s noticeable that for some 
regions there are some peaks and troughs that don’t seem to follow the general trend.  
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Numbers of moths and species for each region  
 
Finally, for each region I’ve plotted the total number of moths, the total number of species 
and the number of empty traps each week and compared them with the mean temperature in 
that region for the week. 
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GMS 2015 – Heather Young 
 
Core species review 
 
The promised review of the GMS core species (those that are recorded in every region 
across the UK and Ireland) has been carried out – many thanks to Derek Cawthorne for 
doing a very thorough analysis and report – and the new list will be incorporated into all 
regional forms for 2015. There will no doubt be a few extra species on your recording form 
that do not occur in your area, particularly in Ireland and Scotland, but in the interests of 
providing a strong stable base for research we need to have a consistent approach. The zero 
counts will at least be genuine and are therefore of value to the scheme. 
 
We considered the possibility of removing the 'carbonaria' and 'insularia' forms of Peppered 
Moth, but there seem to be some interesting trends emerging from the 10 years of data 
already in the system, so have decided to keep them as part of the core species list, with the 
exception of Ireland which has no historical data on them (more on this in the 2014 Annual 
Report). 
 
Your regional coordinators are now in the process of assessing the non-core species on the 
forms, taking into account the ‘extra’ species you may have recorded at the bottom of the 
2014 recording sheet, and will finalise any amendments by mid-January for the 2015 season. 
These regional recording forms will then remain unchanged for the next five years to create 
stability within the scheme. 
 
This core list will be offered as a separate recording form to beginners or anyone else who 
finds their regional list a bit cumbersome but still wants to take part. This will not be available 
in MapMate format. I will also produce a pdf guide to identifying the core micros so beginners 
don't have to buy two books. 
   
As far as use of the data is concerned, researchers looking at topics on a national scale will 
soon be able to access data for 231 species, or groups of aggregated species, across the 
whole scheme. More detailed work that may require the use of detailed maps to investigate 
whether moth assemblage can be explained by land use for instance would be likely to focus 
on one particular region, and would then use all of the available data, including the non-core 
species. 
 
Flight time validation 
 
There were a few mutterings about the flight time validation on the 2014 forms – please bear 
in mind that this was the first year we had tried this, and there were some issues regarding 
species being incorrectly flagged as outside their normal flight periods, particularly those that 
appear in spring and again in autumn. This has been sorted out, and fewer problems should 
emerge next year. Please be assured that this is not designed to doubt your expertise in 
identification, but to help to avoid data input errors such as putting a record in the row above 
or below the intended one. 
 
Regional coordinators 
 
I am pleased to say that Audrey Turner from Aviemore has kindly agreed to take over the 
responsibility of being the first point of contact for Scottish members from the start of the 
2015 season. I am still hoping that someone from the East England region will step forward 
to do the same, but in the meantime, many thanks to Adrienne Norbury for helping to check 
the 2014 EE forms for errors. 
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Start date 
 
The next main GMS season will start on Friday 6th March 2015, following on from a 17-week 
winter scheme instead of the usual 16-week one to avoid the start of the main scheme 
creeping further into February. Have a lovely festive season, and I hope to welcome you all 
back in 2015. 
 

 Our Traps And Their Gardens - George Davis 
 
This year some of the SW group have been kind enough to send me pictures of their garden 
traps in situ along with a brief description of their gardens. The SW covers a huge area and 
every garden has its character. 
 

Leon Truscott is the Cornish County Recorder. His garden is in the suburbia of Torpoint; he 
uses a 40W Actinic Heath trap and the picture shows it in situ. His trap like many is 
positioned by a wall. This can provide useful shelter but especially is good for seeing some 
of the moths that are attracted to a trap but do not enter it. They are easier to find on a wall 
than searching in the vegetation! Remember that for GMS purposes they can all be counted 
but we should be consistent in the time spent looking. (Ed – consistency is most important – 
personally I only count moths that are touching the trap whether inside or out!) Leon’s 
description ‘a lawn, bordered by a selection of nectar-bearing plants and shrubs, mainly 
Buddleia, Oregano, Mint, Sedum and, best of all, a Hebe (“Great Orme”) which flowers in 
July & August and is easily the most popular plant for all insects seeking nectar in the 
garden’ is great. The garden also contains a small apple tree and pond. A favourite moth is 
Jersey Tiger which has colonised his area and his suburban ‘small’ trap has caught a moth 
new for UK – it can happen and yes I am jealous! 

                                                             
John Swann’s trap is one of the most 
exposed in the SW group – one mile 
inland from the wild coast of West 
Cornwall where wind can be a big 
problem. His garden is surrounded by 
rough pasture and moorland – like much 
of the north coast of Cornwall it is too 
windy for trees, he has a few shrubs in 
the garden. This year he caught good 
numbers of Lunar Underwing and had 
once 150 True Lover’s Knot in a trap. He 
regularly catches good numbers of 
Feathered Ranunculus.  John often 
catches no moths at all during the first 4-
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6 weeks of the summer season despite being only a few miles from Land’s End! Good 
migrant moths like Striped and Convolvulus Hawk moths appear occasionally but micro’s are 
not common. Despite slow starts to the year John’s 60W Actinic Robinson trap regularly 
catches above average numbers of moths. 
                                                                                                                 

 Bill Quantrill has his trap in Wiltshire. A 
very different sort of site. Bill’s description 
– ‘‘ It is a SE facing suburban garden, set 
in the scarp face of a limestone 
escarpment. The house is built into the 
hillside (the back door into the garden is 
from the attic, on the fourth floor), and the 
garden consists of a series of terraces on a 
40 degree slope. It's a small garden, about 
8 metres wide and 20 metres long, but has 
the advantage of not directly overlooking 
any of our neighbours. We have three 
small apple trees and a crab-apple tree, 
roses, honeysuckle, brambles, ivy and 

stinging nettles and various ornamental shrubs and flowering plants. Within a 100 metre 
radius there are sycamore, ash, rowan, yew and unidentified conifers. We look over a road 
with sodium discharge street lights, and there is a footpath above the top end of the garden 
also lit by sodium lights. I attach a photo, looking down over the terrace where I site the trap, 
and over the roof down to the road, where you can see the nearest street light just to the 
right of the building in the middle of the picture’’. As you can see from the photo Bill operates 
an MV trap. You can really picture the site, garden and surround from the photo and 
description. What a difference from John’s site! 
  

 
 

ABOVE Chris’s trap in her 
small garden and to the left the 
view of Ruscombe valley near 
Stroud! Chris’s garden is all 
walled and sheltered and just 
over the wall is a meadow 
which is occasionally grazed;  
less than 100yds away is some 
extensive mixed woodland 
bordering on National Trust 
woodland. Again Chris’s trap is 
sited on the patio against the 
house wall but as this is only a 
few feet from the meadow it 
attracts a wide variety of moths 
from the meadow as well as 
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woodland species. Some of the more local species include Pale Pinion, Scorched Carpet, 
Alder Moth, Reddish ight Arches, Double Lobed, Beautiful Hook Tip, Blomer’s Rivulet, Lilac 
Beauty, Pebble Hook Tip, Poplar Kitten, Barred Hook Tip, Maple Prominent. Coronet, 
Sycamore, Scarlet Tiger, Garden Tiger – I am jealous again! 
 
 I hope you have enjoyed this meander through some of our very diverse garden habitats. 
There are a huge range of gardens across the GMS and we need them all.  
 
 

My Lepidopterist year in Devon - Janet Cheney 
 
Following Dave Grundy’s article in the last newsletter, I thought I would share my year as on 
reflection it has been a great one for me.  As Dave says, it really helps being in a special 
location and I’m lucky enough to have a cottage on the south Devon coast which I’ve 
managed to visit regularly over the past year in particular. It started in April when I spotted 
several large hairy caterpillars climbing on the wall of my cottage.  These turned out to be 
Scarlet Tiger larvae, exciting as I hadn’t seen any adults in the garden since 2009, so I’d 
obviously missed them the previous summer.  I was determined to see them as adults this 
year. 
 

  
Scarlet Tiger 
 
In late May I went on a Devon Butterfly Conservation walk up on Dartmoor. I wasn’t very 
optimistic of seeing much as it was a dank sort of day, but was delighted to see lots of Marsh 
Fritillaries perching very kindly on the vegetation in the open damp meadow we visited.  In 
addition the experts present pointed out the Narrow-Winged Bee Hawkmoth which was 
bombing around the site at head height – I had no idea that this was their habit and I 
wouldn’t have been able to recognise them on my own, showing the value of these types of 
walks. Both of these sightings were firsts for me, very different and each spectacular in their 
own way.  
 
On 11th June I saw the earliest Clouded Yellows I had ever seen and by mid June my 
Scarlet Tigers starting taking flight. We had over 40 flying at one point in the afternoon 
sunshine at the end of June, a fantastic sight. On 23rd July I clocked up the most moth 
species I’ve ever caught in one night in Devon, 103 including 56 macros. August started well 
with my first Pale Clouded Yellow and 20 Wall Brown on a coastal walk near Bolberry Down, 
very pleasing as the numbers of the latter have been in decline over the past couple of 
years. 
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With the warm weather of September I was optimistic about seeing some new immigrant 
species. I was delighted to see Blair’s Mocha, Palpita vitrealis and Convolvulus Hawkmoth in 
my trap for the first time, along with several Delicates. The Hawkmoth looked very battered, 
must have had a difficult journey, but it was exciting seeing such a huge moth! 

 
Blair’s Mocha 
 
The continuing warm weather brought sightings of Hummingbird Hawkmoth on fuchsia on 
13th October. On the last day of the month I had two further immigrant firsts, Spoladea 
recurvalis and Small Mottled Willow in the trap, followed by a sighting of the former the 
following day, flying 10 miles down the coast! 
 
My year finished in mid November when a pair of Diamond-back moths braved a very stormy 
night to visit my trap, accompanied by a small Scarlet Tiger caterpillar presumably lured out 
by the unseasonably warm weather!  This augurs well for another explosion of Scarlet Tigers 
next summer. 

 
My Dream Moths - David Baker 
 
My initial interest in moths began when I was “nobbut a lad” or to be more precise a few 
years before my state pension. All my working life seemed to be taken up by work and family 
with bird-watching as a part-time hobby. By chance I went along, with Foggy and Clegg, to a 
talk at a local nature society.  The talk, although interesting, showed images of moths on 
egg-boxes, bricks and kitchen tiles etc. We left with the parting thought, or was it a summer 
whine, that:- “ We could do better than that”.   
 
So, a moth trap was built with the intention of using it in turn. However, the mileage between 
all our respective houses meant that too much time, and petrol, was wasted. So Compo had 
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to build a trap of his own and so it has snowballed for me. As good Yorkshiremen we were 
certainly not going to buy commercial traps!  The guide books I used at the time were “Moths 
of the British Isles” by Bernard Skinner and “A Complete Guide to Moths “by Margaret 
Brooks. I didn’t then, and still don’t, like images of pinned specimens and the scanned 
images could not be enlarged without breaking up and showing the weave in the papers. I 
was beginning to grasp the meaning of pixilation!  
 
 I don’t think the idea of a dream moth really entered my mind in the early years.  The advent 
of the “Field Guide to the Moths of Great Britain and Ireland” by Waring, Townsend  and 
Levington  made a difference and I spotted some beauties which really tickled my fancy.  At 
this stage I ought to mention a chance image I had of a Vapourer moth resting on the garage 
door frame, and taken with my old steam-camera back in the early-nineties. I did hope to 
have a second chance and have not been disappointed. I even caught two on the same 
night a few weeks ago so I think they ought to qualify.  
 

 
Vapourer 
 
I read Dave Grundy’s article and I must admit that one or two of his selection would be 
acceptable. Crimson Speckled, Burren Green and Clifden Nonpareil are OK, but I have 
never hankered after a Death’s Head Hawk-moth for some reason. I have been fortunate to 
see, and photograph, some of the moths which come nearest to being dream moths for me 
and I can imagine many readers wondering why thy they have been chosen.  But maybe not 
my first choice, the well named marvel of the day, or as we know it Merveille du Jour. It was 
not until I had been recording for 12 years that one visited my home trap.    
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Merveille du Jour 
 
The second is the gorgeous, but tiny, Small Yellow Wave. There is just something about it 
that appeals to me, possibly it is the fragile beauty. I have now seen it 8 times in four 
different locations and never fail to be excited by it. 
 

  
Small Yellow Wave 
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Two years ago a friend, quite new to mothing and living some 7 miles away, rang me to say 
he had a Blotched Emerald at home and did I wish to see it. Did I what??  Never mind the 
fuel cost! I find the markings, which give it such a well-worn look, so unusual.  
 

 
Blotched Emerald 
 
So, there are my possible dream moths, all now seen a time or two over the years but 
always welcome. Like many I look through the books and admire the images but I consider 
anything new to me to be fulfilling what may be called a dream and all newcomers are very 
acceptable.  
 
But, what about a nightmare moth?  Well no, but certainly a nightmare occasion!  This year 
in Dorset I saw my first Rosy Footman, an unmistakeable little moth, but it was too frisky for 
me and escaped my clutches before I could obtain an image.  Now I really do have to dream! 
 
 

Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Entomological Society 
Centenary Exhibition - Roger Freestone 
 
Dave Budworth of the Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Entomological Society (DaNES) 
invited the GMS to have an exhibition stand at the annual DaNES exhibition which was held 
at the University of Derby on Saturday November 15th.  This year DaNES is celebrating its 
centenary and as in previous years the exhibition had a number of interesting and diverse 
stands relating to invertebrates and insects along with a series of very interesting talks.  The 
two talks I attended were on Forensic Entomology and the Rothamsted Insect Survey both of 
which were very informative and interesting. There were also exhibits relating to both of 
these topics. 
 
The GMS contribution consisted of three display boards with a selection of moth 
photographs and extracts from recent reports, along with display folders containing copies of 
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the recording instructions, reports and the two scientific papers that have recently used the 
GMS data.  The display attracted a number of visitors, including existing GMS recorders.  
Around 10 potential new recorders registered their interest in joining GMS.  It is always good 
to put faces to the names of GMS recorders and to chat face to face around the topics of 
moths and the GMS as generally most communication is via email.  I am in contact with the 
visitors that registered an interest in the GMS and hopefully this will result in some new 
recorders for 2015. 
 

 
 
If any readers are interested in joining DaNES then please visit the website 
http://www.danes-insects.org.uk/ or directly contact Dave Budworth on Dbud01@aol.com .   

 

GMS Annual Conference 
 

The GMS Annual Conference will be held this year at Chiltern Woodland Burial Park, on 
Sunday 1 March 2015. We have put together a programme which we think will make for a 
very interesting day: 
 

10.30 – 11.00   Coffee and informal chat 
  11.00 – 11.10 Welcome and meeting introduction 
 

Peter Hugo    

11.10 – 11.40  GMS 2014 round-up 
 

Norman Lowe  

11.40 – 12.20 Results from the Rothamsted Insect Survey 
 

Chris Shortall 

12.20 – 1.30  Lunch and informal chat 
  1.30 – 2.10      Attracting moths using pheromones 
 

Joseph Burman 

2.10 – 2.50 More conclusions from the GMS database         
 

John Wilson   

2.50 – 3.10      Tea and informal chat 
  3.10 – 3.50 How moths see  
 

David Gardner 

3.50 – 4.10 GMS in 2015 
 

Norman Lowe 

4.10 Close 
   

The following stalls are expected to be in the hall: Atropos Books, Mapmate, and Izumi 
Segawa, selling moth brooches and badges.  
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We are also planning a new departure, a  “swapmeet” second hand stall – please bring along 
any unwanted moth equipment that you would like to sell or exchange. 
 
Directions to Chiltern Woodland Burial Park 
 
Via the website https://www.greenacreswoodlandburials.co.uk/park/chiltern/visitor-
information/chiltern-woodland/ 
 
Or for satnav the address and postcode is; Potkiln Lane, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire 
HP9 2XB 
 
By road Approaching the park from the M40 – exit at junction 2 and take the A355 
(signposted to Beaconsfield). At the first roundabout take the second exit, the A40 
(signposted to Gerrards Cross) and continue along it for approximately 0.5 miles. After 
passing the speed camera, turn left into Potkiln Lane (signposted to Jordans). The entrance 
to the Burial Park is on the left hand side of the road after approximately 400 yards. 
 
By train – the nearest railway station on Chiltern Rail is Seer Green & Jordans, from where 
a five minute taxi ride will bring you to the park. More frequent trains stop at either Gerrards 
Cross or Beaconsfield stations, although both are a few miles away. 
 
 

Tailpiece - Norman Lowe   
 
I’d like to finish by thanking all GMS recorders for all their hard work, and especially to those 
who have contributed to this Newsletter during the year. Without your contributions there’d 
be nothing to say, so please keep them coming! Particular thanks to Angus Tyner for putting 
together his detailed and interesting quarterly analyses. Angus is taking a break from this 
and we’ll let you know in due course who’ll be taking it on. 
  
A merry Christmas and a happy New Year to you all and I hope to see as many of you as 
possible at the Annual Conference on March 1st.  
 
 

https://www.greenacreswoodlandburials.co.uk/park/chiltern/visitor-information/chiltern-woodland/
https://www.greenacreswoodlandburials.co.uk/park/chiltern/visitor-information/chiltern-woodland/
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GMS Sponsors 

 

We were very thankful for the financial assistance from the following organisations; please 
consider using our sponsors for any purchases you need to make! 
 
Atropos Books 
Online book store and publication of Atropos, the journal for butterfly, moth and dragonfly 
enthusiasts. Special offers available on the website. 
www.atroposbooks.co.uk 
The Boat House, Church Cove, Lizard, Cornwall, TR12 7PH 
01326 290287 
enquiries@atropos.info  
 
Focus Optics 
Moth trapping equipment, binoculars, telescopes and much more. 
www.focusoptics.eu 
Church Lane, Corley, Coventry, CV7 8BA 
01676 542476/540501 
enquiries@focusoptics.eu 
 

 
MapMate is a biological recording system designed for enthusiasts to record, map, analyse 
and share their natural history sightings. It was originally developed for moth recording and 
has now expanded to include most of the UK fauna and flora. It is being used by some 
20,000 individuals and institutions in the UK including very large groups like the RSPB and 
the Botanical Society of the British Isles. 
www.mapmate.co.uk 
 
Like us on Facebook! 
 
The GMS has its own Facebook page where you can post comments, check out what people 
are seeing across the country, and generally keep in touch with like-minded moth 
enthusiasts. 
https://www.facebook.com/GardenMothScheme 
 

http://www.atroposbooks.co.uk/
http://www.focusoptics.eu/
mailto:enquiries@focusoptics.eu
http://www.mapmate.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/GardenMothScheme

