Comma
the

No.98

Autumn 2017

Regional Magazine of West Midlands
Butterfly Conservation

Grafton Wood:
Celebrates 20 years
Baggeridge:
White-letter day

butterflies and moths back to Brit
g
n
i
g
n
ain
Bri

• ww
w.we
st

mid lands-b tterflies.org.uk
u

Chairman’s Address

The Branch in Focus
A

Cover story
Cover photograph by Peter Seal.
Philip Dunne, MP for Ludlow, has
agreed to be Species Champion
for the Wood White. Here he is
with Rhona Goddard, Wood
White Project Officer, at Wigmore
Rolls. To find out more turn to
page 15.

Contributions
Please send articles and
images to the editor at
phwarden@sky.com.
Photographs should be sent
separately rather than
embedded in a document,
and of as high a resolution as
possible. The opinions
expressed in this magazine are
not necessarily those of the
West Midlands Branch
or of Butterfly Conservation.
BC West Midlands Butterflies
and Moths
Butterfly Conservation
West Midlands
@WestMidlands_BC

Copy deadline
The deadline for copy for the
winter edition of The Comma
is 30th November 2017, but
contributions are welcomed
well in advance of that date.
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nother butterfly season
almost over, and it
has been good to hear
everyone reporting much
improved numbers – all
except in my garden it
Peter Seal seems, where I’ve not
found a Peacock all year and only one
Small Tortoiseshell. And this is in spite
of having allotments with nettles just the
other side of the fence.
That said I am aware of a number
of signs for encouragement, with early
emergence dates a common experience.
On the Malverns Graylings did well,
with Hairstreaks seen in many places. A
feature at Old Hills was the number of
White-letter and Purple Hairstreaks
nectaring at an accessible height on
bramble. Is this a new trend as several
people have reported it from around the
region? I first became aware of this on
the Prees Heath guided walk in early July
– on seeing half a dozen Purple
Hairstreaks feeding I thought Stephen
3 Purple Hairstreaks on Rosebay
Willowherb at Prees Heath (Lucy Lewis)

Lewis had probably bribed them!
But is our optimism generated by the
fact that in comparison 2016 was so
poor? How can we judge? Well this to
my mind illustrates the value of the
thousands of records collected each
season, and when we look at transect or
casual records we shall have an objective
way of assessing if 2017 has in fact been
above average. And equally importantly,
if not more so, these records provide us
with the means of deciding how we
respond to changes in the abundance
and distribution of our rarer species.

Peacocks
However, the concern I have heard most
frequently this summer has focussed on the
fortunes of some of our Vanessids,
especially the Peacock. It is not just my
garden that is bereft. The picture is mixed
with some locations having plenty but
others lacking Peacocks, and indeed
Small Tortoiseshell. It is rather worrying,
as like 2013 we had a spell of hot
weather early on. Then we saw Peacocks
and Tortoiseshells multiply several fold, but
not this year. Of course all these
assumptions can be tested once transect
records are analysed.

Wood White
In some cases extra measures have been
taken to monitor work to preserve key
species. I can say a little about the one I
am most familiar with, the Wood White,
acknowledging that across the region
there are many similar initiatives year by
year to help Fritillaries, Brown
Hairstreaks, Grayling and Silverstudded Blues. I am often reminded that
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the chief focus of this initiative is to
preserve, strengthen and if possible
extend, existing populations of this
rapidly declining butterfly, as the
populations found in south Shropshire
and north Herefordshire remain very
significant in the national context. On
page 12 you will find Rhona’s
summary of the excellent progress
made this year for Wood Whites,
with details on page 30 of related
winter work parties. It is time to be
able to give some publicity to the
Wood White reintroduction at
Monkwood. The butterfly had died
out in Worcestershire about ten
years ago. As I share one of the two
transects being walked, the
opportunity to witness and help
monitor the Wood White in
Monkwood has been the highlight of
my summer.
After adults were released in two
spots the butterfly enjoyed a strong
summer brood. This is a tribute to
Rhona Goddard, our BC Project
Officer, Dave Green, who did the
release in a consultant capacity for
BC, and the many volunteers who
have engineered the right conditions.
Monkwood now has a strong
volunteer group but there is always
room for more at work parties on our
reserves. In addition to the weekend
meets advertised in the Dates for your
Diary section on page 30, I believe
that now all five of our reserves plan
weekday work parties, with Ewyas

Harold starting a monthly Tuesday
session as well as monthly Saturdays.
If you live within reach I am sure
Ian Hart and Lucy Morton, BC
Reserves Officer, would greatly
appreciate your help, as do all our
reserve managers and wardens.

Suggestions
I’ll round off with an update on
the various projects on the go. We
plan that the new website will
ON SALE
go live soon – John Tilt deserves
NOW!
a mention for amassing lots of
The 2018
material. Do you have information
West Midlands Butterfly
about good sites that we can feature
Conservation Calendar is now
on the website? – if so, please let
on sale and can be ordered at
me know.
£7.50 per copy including postage
The Branch is looking at various
(£14 for two copies) from
suggestions to spend the money set
Mike Williams, Annesbrook,
aside for butterfly and moth
2 Dewberry Close, Stourport,
conservation. Please email me with
Worcs DY13 8TB. Please make
any schemes which need support.
cheques payable to Butterfly
“Butterflies of the West Midlands”
Conservation West Midlands
continues to sell. If you are stuck for a
Branch. The calendars are
Christmas present for a wildlife lover,
individually film-wrapped and
our book retails at £18.95 and is
feature a selection of butterflies
crammed full of useful information
and moths found in the
about the Region, walks and other
region, including Grayling,
places where key species can be
Silver-studded Blue, Brown
found, and photos of all four stages of
Hairstreak and Small Pearleach of the 41 butterflies featured. Go
bordered Fritillary, which have
to www.naturebureau.co.uk for more
been the subject of considerable
details about how to order a copy.
Peter Seal, Branch Chair

Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468)
Registered office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset BH20 5QP.
Charity registered in England & Wales (254937)
and in Scotland (SCO39268)

conservation effort on the part
of the Branch. Thanks go to Roger
Littleover who co-ordinated the
production of the calendar, and to
all those people who contributed
photos. All proceeds from the sale
of the calendar will support the
conservation of butterflies and
moths in the West Midlands.
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- The First Seven Months

Grand Total

Herefordshire

Shropshire Staffordshire Worcestershire Grand Total

John Tilt tells us how we are faring using the new recording method.

A

big thank you to all the butterfly recorders who have contributed to the database this year. I have analysed
the data from 1st January to 31st July 2017. This includes the transect records which are submitted to the UK
Butterfly Monitoring Scheme, but does not include Big Butterfly Count records yet. Most of the records have
been verified, with just a few records yet to go through this process.
Here are some facts and figures:
• Number of recorders: 440.
• Highest number of records by one recorder: 800.
• Number of 10Km squares covered: 122. Only 2 squares had no records, SJ52 and SJ81.
2 squares had just one record, SJ42 and SJ62.
• Total number of species recorded:39.
• Highest number of species recorded in a 10Km square: 31 species in SO74 and SO77.
SO95 and SO97 had 29 species.
• Most recorded species: Meadow Brown, Speckled Wood, Ringlet and Orange-tip.

Obtaining records by county has proved problematic thus far as Birmingham and the Black Country do not
appear to be separately recognised on the system – we hope this can be remedied soon, meanwhile
apologies to those of you recording in those areas. Records from the 4 counties, or rather the 4 vice-counties
as are used generally for biological recording, were as follows:

County

Percentage of total records submitted

Herefordshire VC36

12.25%

Shropshire VC40

15.54%

Staffordshire VC39

13.93%

Worcestershire VC37

58.28%

% Records by County
Herefordshire
Shropshire
Staffordshire
Worcestershire

Grand
Grand Total
Total

1704

2161

1937

8108

13910

Most recorded species
The system appears to be working well overall, and many thanks are due to our verifiers who have verified
nearly 14,000 records. Do keep recording and, if you can, go out and about to some different areas to give
a better cover of the West Midlands region. For those of you who have not yet taken the plunge, go to
www.brc.ac.uk/irecord then register, click on the Record tab, then click on Acivities and then Browse all
Activities, and enter WM Branch Butterfly Conservation, where you can enter all your casual records.
Article by John Tilt
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Orange-tip (Joy Stevens)

Meadow Brown (Joy Stevens)

Speckled Wood (Mel Mason)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
Ringlet (Mel Mason)
Autumn 2017
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Six-belted Clearwing
(Andy Purcell)

Holly Blue female (Mike Williams)

White-letter Hairstreak (David Williams)

A White-letter Day
David Jackson leads a walk
in South Staffordshire.

I

t’s always a great pleasure when
young families come along to a
butterfly-watching event, and this
was no exception with twelve
people ranging in age between
four and sixty four – the youngest
helping me catch, pot up and
release several butterflies and day
flying moths, after they had been
keenly viewed in their pots. It was
great fun, especially when we
found the target species with ease.
Despite its popularity as a
green oasis with all the pressure
from a constant stream of visitors,
Baggeridge Country Park near
Wolverhampton is well managed
by the Rangers, who are wildlife
savvy and maintain parts of the

6
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park specifically for butterflies and
dragonflies. The Park is known as
one of the butterfly, moth and
dragonfly hotspots in the West
Midlands, and it’s a great place for
birdwatchers too.
It’s hard to imagine the park was
once a large colliery, at the bottom
of the Earl of Dudley’s Himley Hall
back garden, less than a quarter of
a mile away! The pit was the last
one winning coal in the Black
Country before it closed in 1968,
following which the area was
landscaped, and the country park
was officially opened in 1983 by
Princess Anne.

White-letters
Even though slightly late into the
flight period on the 22nd July, the
weather had been kind to butterflies

in the preceding few days, and
within a couple of minutes of
arriving at Jake’s Ladder at around
11.30am I managed to locate two
White-letter Hairstreaks nectaring
close to the path. They were on
the same patch of thistle tops
where earlier in the week I found
four on my recce, which were
easily trumped by the Park Rangers
who counted seven a day later.
The park has a fairly widespread
number of Wych Elms on
which White-letters depend. These
sometimes elusive little butterflies
are, it appears, best searched
for mid–morning, from around
10.30 a.m. until midday, when
they descend to nectar on favourite
flowers. They usually ascend back
into the treetops around noon,
reappearing on favoured plants

Comma (Neil Avery)

and bramble bushes mid-afternoon
in hot sunny weather.

Lures

As we continued our walk Large
and Green-veined Whites lit
up the vegetation, the antennae
of Small Skippers (orange
undersides) were checked to rule
out Essex (inky black tips). The late
Phil Hopson used to use a dentist’s
mirror to check the undersides of

Gatekeeper (Stephen Lewis)

Skipper antennae – I often wonder
how he procured one of those as
he used to do voluntary work and
previously was at West Midlands
Travel.
Three of us brought along our
pheromone lures and placed them
over Bird’s-foot Trefoil. Steve Gallis

the Head Ranger was the first
to have at least three Six-belted
Clearwing moths attracted to his
lure. We caught a lovely specimen
and examined its un-moth-like
features prior to release.
It’s been a noticeably good year
for Commas, and we saw about
a dozen on our walk (33 on my
earlier recce!) together with a
dozen or so Gatekeepers and
one Speckled Wood. There were
also two lovely Holly Blues – one
female with her wings nearly fully
opened showing those delightful
black margins to the uppersides,
not often seen in the field, and
to the delight of the photographers
on the walk. Only two Small
Tortoiseshells were noted but
Meadow Browns and Ringlets
danced in fair numbers above the
grassland, and a couple of
Common Blues sped by. Two
superb Red Admirals posed
basking on thistles while the group
eagerly pressed their camera
shutters.
Article by David Jackson

Baggeridge is featured as Walk 9 in ‘Butterflies of the West Midlands’.
Not got your copy yet? Go to www.naturebureau.co.uk for details.
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Butterfly Records for Herefordshire in 2017
Speckled Wood
(Lucy Lewis)

County Recorder Bob Hall
summarises what people
have been seeing this year.

M

arch produced a number of
early records of Brimstone,
Red Admiral, Comma and Small
Tortoiseshell, but relatively few
Peacocks. Good weather in April
saw plenty of Holly Blue records
from all over the county, with Jane
Wise recording a maximum of 10
from Breinton. Orange-tips too
were seen in good numbers with a
count of 12 from Haugh Wood by
Heather Walker.
As a group, at least two of the

Wood White (Eden Tanner)

Skippers are now hard to find in
Herefordshire. Dingy Skipper was
only recorded by Dilys Hart at
Ewyas Harold Common. Grizzled
Skipper is restricted to White Rocks
and Lords Wood Quarry on the
Doward, where it was recorded by
Ian Draycott and Doug Lloyd,
with a maximum count of 12. Later
in the summer Large Skipper
numbers seemed reasonable, as
did numbers of Small and Essex
Skippers.

Silver-washed Fritillary (Jill Fountain)

The management work at Ewyas
Harold Common has clearly paid
off with an amazing count of 120
Pearl-bordered Fritillary on 7th May
by Ian Hart and Dean Fenton.
Much smaller numbers were at
Haugh Wood, where a count in
mid-May produced just 4. These
insects are still found at Coppett
Hill, but not in great numbers.
Silver-washed Fritillaries were found
in reasonable numbers on the
Doward, and at Woolhope Dome.
Jill Fountain recorded a Dark Green
Fritillary in Haugh Wood on 2nd
July, and they were also recorded
at Ewyas Harold Common.
White Admiral has only been
recorded twice, at Dymock Woods
and Lords Wood. Midsummer
brought out Comma and Red
Admiral in good numbers, but
Peacock and Painted Lady were
relatively few.

with plenty of records of Large,
Small and Green-veined White.
Wood White numbers in Wigmore
Rolls have been amazing. Andrew
Hurcomb recorded the first there
on 23rd April, Beryl Petters
reached 151 on 26th May, but this
number was exceeded by Robin
Hemming and Kate Wollen with
an incredible 364 on 1st June.
There were smaller numbers of
Wood White in the Doward and
Haugh Wood, with a maximum
count of 38 on 28th May by Jen
Harley. Siege Wood and several
sites in and around Checkley also
turned up a number of Wood
White. There were only 7 records
of Brimstone in July.
The Browns were mostly plentiful.
Maximum count of 75 + Meadow
Brown in Haugh Wood by
Martyn Davies. Plenty of Ringlet,
Gatekeeper and Speckled Wood,
but only a single record for Wall
from Wigmore, and hardly any
records of Small Heath, with Liz
Lloyd recording a maximum of 9 at
British Camp on 28th June. There

Dark Green Fritillary (Jill Fountain)

Pearl-bordered Fritillary at Ewyas Harold Common (Eden Tanner)

was a single record of Small Heath
from Croft Ambrey. These last two
species are in marked decline.
Marbled White was seen in
good numbers at Ewyas Harold
Common, with a high count of
100+ from the Ewyas Harold
Meadows BC reserve. Smaller
counts came from some of the
Woolhope Dome and the Doward
HWT reserves.
Finally the Blues. There were good
counts of Common Blue from
Joans Hill Meadow, Marises/ Cethins
HWT reserves and Wigmore Rolls.
Some second brood Holly Blue

have been on the wing, and even
the elusive White-letter Hairstreak
has been found in 4 locations –
Haugh Wood, Lords Wood, Lugg
Meadows and Mathon. A single
Green Hairstreak was recorded
by Wendy Tanner at Malvern Hills
on 14th June, but few records were
received of Purple Hairstreak
or Brown Argus. Small Copper
records remain low.
Article by Bob Hall,
Herefordshire Recorder

Common Blue
(Neil Avery)

The Whites have had a good year,
8
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The Early Life of a Brown Hairstreak
Paul Meers gets a unique insight into the life of a caterpillar at Feckenham Wylde Moor reserve.

I

am the Reserve Manager at
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust’s
Feckenham Wylde Moor reserve.
These four photographs showing
the growth of a Brown Hairstreak
caterpillar were taken at the reserve
last spring.

First Instar

2016/17 has not been anywhere
near this, with only approximately
20 recorded.

Searching for caterpillars
However, this has not deterred us
from searching for the caterpillars. I
was fortunate to be on site at the
right time on the right day, enabling
me to photograph this first instar
caterpillar (approx.1mm long),
which had only recently hatched.
Some 14 days later I was again
lucky to see and experience a first
instar caterpillar moult into a
second instar (approx.3mm long)
and become the familiar and
distinctive Brown Hairstreak larva.
Also shown are the third and final
instars. This is not often seen in the
wild, and so it is a real privilege and
an excellent record for the reserve.
Subsequent visits failed to find the
caterpillar, which meant that either it
had been predated (very likely), or
it had moved to somewhere else on
the bush and I couldn’t spot it!

Extensive Blackthorn
management
Feckenham Wylde Moor is a
wetland reserve with reed bed
and meadows. Around the reserve
are hedgerows predominately of
Hawthorn and Blackthorn. Over the
years we have carried out extensive
Blackthorn management to increase
the amount of suckers, and thereby
to provide suitable habitat for the
Brown Hairstreak butterfly.

Second Instar

Increasing year on year
This work has been very successful
and resulted in good numbers of
Brown Hairstreak eggs being laid
around the reserve, increasing
year on year. In 2015/16 we
had our highest numbers with over
100 eggs recorded. Unfortunately,
Third Instar

Final Instar

Article and photos by Paul Meers

Honeybourne Haven
Peter Seal describes how the Branch is
enabling an old railway track to provide
a sanctuary for wildlife.

O

r should that be Heaven? Near the Worcester/
Warwickshire border is a Grizzled Skipper site
that for some years has been monitored and worked
on by the Branch. It is found along a 700-800 metre
stretch of disused railway track owned by the charity
Railway Paths Ltd. This location is not accessible to
the public but a right of way runs nearby.

Neighbouring site
Apart from clearance done by work parties the site
is not actively managed. Bramble and Hawthorn
encroachment is a constant threat as it spreads across
the clinkers, which when kept clear provide good
habitat for this heat-loving insect. Creeping Cinquefoil,
held to be the Grizzled Skipper’s main foodplant
here, is widespread as is Bird's-foot Trefoil and Barren
Strawberry.
It neighbours a Network Rail site that is covered in
gravel and concrete blocks and so is more resistant to
scrub encroachment. Again this holds many interesting
plants with extensive carpets of Trefoil. It is equally
important for the Grizzled Skipper, with Dingy Skipper
being recorded here since 2015.
Railway Paths have kindly agreed access for winter
work parties and a count in season. However, apart
from a joint site visit to the Network Rail land last
winter with two very interested ecologists, we have not
thus far secured the same level of dialogue with

Honeybourne work party (Mike Williams)
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Grizzled Skipper
(David Williams)

'We are very
pleased to be able
to support work that encourages biodiversity
to flourish on our land. We are always looking for
opportunities to encourage wildlife, both on the
National Cycle Network and our more secluded
sites, allowing many more people to enjoy nature
while out walking and cycling.'

Huw Davies of Railway Paths Ltd and Sustrans

NR managers. Again there is no public access as a live
railway runs nearby.
It is a good site for birds, especially warblers
and winter thrushes. A range of common butterfly
and day-flying moth species are to be seen, including
Brimstone, Common Blue and Brown Argus.

Numbers
As it is one of only three Grizzled Skipper sites in
Worcestershire, the Branch is grateful to Railway
Paths for their support and co-operation. Whilst as
with many sites this butterfly is only ever seen in small
numbers, twelve being the peak count on any
one occasion at Honeybourne, this colony is well
established and, as others are to be found nearby
in Warwickshire, is of great significance. In 2010
only one was seen, and six in 2011 so, whilst
numbers are not up to the levels of 20 years ago, we
hope to have the opportunity to continue work on this
key site to improve the butterfly's fortunes.
Article by Peter Seal
Autumn 2017
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Monkwood

Collecting females at Wigmore Rolls May 2016 (Rhona Goddard)

Wood Whites (Neil Avery)

When the Woods
turned White
Caterpillar in scallop at
Bury Ditches June 2017
(Robert Tilt)

Rhona Goddard writes
about an outstanding
year for the Wood
White project.

12 the Comma

W

ell, what a great year
2017 has been for
butterflies! The season started
well, with our first Wood White
emergence at Bury Ditches on the
11th April, the earliest ever
recorded at this site and almost a
month earlier than other sites
across the West Midlands.
A full woodland survey for
Wood Whites at Wigmore Rolls
in early June (organised by Robin
Hemming and supported by
others, thank you to all) revealed
that, thanks to the Forestry
Commission and BC volunteers,

the site now supports one of the
largest colonies in the UK, with 364
Wood White butterflies recorded
in just one day! Astonishingly, this
is thought to be an underestimate
for the site.
I’m pleased to report that the
recent conservation work at Bury
Ditches, Wigmore Rolls and other
sites across our region appears to
be having a positive impact. This
summer Wood Whites have been
seen courting and egg-laying in a
number of woodland scallops that
were only created using project
funds in January 2017. A volunteer

Volunteers and contractor releasing female Wood Whites at
Monkwood June 2016 (Rhona Goddard)

even spotted a Wood White
caterpillar in one of the Bury Ditches
scallops! Breeding has also been
confirmed at Radnor Wood (no
records in 2015 or 2016) and
Mortimer Forest, with individuals
seen again at Purslow Wood on a
number of occasions.
The project, supported by
National Lottery players through the

Heritage Lottery Fund, has a large
conservation element to it.
However, to help reverse the
species’ decline further, we’ve also
reintroduced individuals to two
suitable, identified sites. Very little
has been reported until now, as the
success or otherwise of the
reintroductions was unknown until
this summer.

In May 2016 20 Wood White
adults (both male and female) were
moved from Haugh Wood, with
permission from the landowners
the Forestry Commission (FC), and
reintroduced to Monkwood, a jointly
owned BC and Worcestershire
Wildlife Trust (WWT) reserve in
Worcestershire. These individuals
were released in flower-rich areas
and monitored by volunteers, staff
and Dave Green, an expert
butterfly ecologist.
On 9th May 2017, Dave and I
saw the first “home grown” Wood
White at Monkwood for a number
of years, and in fact we saw a
total of four males on that day. This
success continued, with 20 adults
recorded on the 22nd May and
20 eggs discovered during an eggmonitoring count in early June.
Although we had good numbers of
Wood White emerging, we were
seeing very few females. It was
therefore decided to top-up the
population with some marked
individuals to hopefully get a more
even male/female ratio, which we
did. Things improved further as the
summer progressed especially with
the hot, sunny June and July weather,
which created ideal conditions for
the butterfly. However, in July, some
larval food plants and nectar sources
were starting to show signs of
drought. Rain was definitely needed!
On a hot, but very wet day in
early August, Dave and I met again
at Monkwood for a day of eggsearching, and even in the rain we
were seeing second brood Wood
White adults. To our amazement,
we saw a total of 77 adults (a few
may have been double counted)
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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and found 109 eggs. Even better,
the Wood White butterflies and
eggs were found not only in
Monkwood, but also in Little
Monkwood, another jointly owned
BC and WWT site.

Blakeridge Wood
Also in the spring of 2016 20
individuals were moved from a
second donor site, Wigmore Rolls,
again with permission from FC,
and reintroduced to Blakeridge
Wood, an FC site in South
Shropshire. These individuals were
also monitored and, although
Wood White females were seen
egg-laying almost immediately
following the release at both sites,

only one second brood Wood
White adult was seen, and
unfortunately no second brood
eggs were found at all. At that
stage it was impossible to know if
the reintroduction had been a
success, we just had to wait until
2017.
On the 10th May 2017, two
Wood Whites were seen at
Blakeridge Wood. The peak
number of adults recorded on one
single day here was never more
than 13, even though the site was
visited and monitored regularly – if
anyone wishes to help with the
butterfly transect at this site, please

MP Champions the
Wood White

T

he Member of Parliament for Ludlow, Philip Dunne,
has become Species Champion for the Wood White
butterfly. So what is the role of a species champion?

Marked female Wood White at
Monkwood May 2017 (Mike Williams)

14 the Comma

Peter Seal presenting Philip Dunne with a copy of
'Butterflies of the West Midlands' (Rhona Goddard)

• They can publicise examples of good or bad practice in relation to their chosen species.
• They can champion their species in parliamentary debates as they may be affected by policy
and legislation on a range of environmental concerns.
• And Butterfly Conservation can use species champions to promote their work more widely.

About the
Heritage Lottery Fund
Thanks to National Lottery
players, we invest money to
help people across the UK
explore, enjoy and protect the
heritage they care about from the archaeology under
our feet to the historic parks
and buildings we love, from
precious memories and
collections to rare wildlife.
www.hlf.org.uk. Follow us on
Twitter, Facebook and
Instagram and
use #HLFsupported.

The project was launched by various nature
conservation charities last year to recruit at least 40 MPs
to be champions for threatened species, be they plants,
bees, birds, amphibians, crustaceans, moths, other
insects or whatever. The idea is to raise awareness of
the needs of these species in the public domain. There
are three ways in which MPs can do this:

Mr Dunne owns woodland in the area and has agreed for it to be surveyed for suitable habitat
for the Wood White. The photograph was taken at Wigmore Rolls.

of nectar sources and larval
food plants. However, perhaps the
altitude of a site has a greater
influence on the Wood White
butterfly than first thought.

Challenge

Peter Seal releasing Wood White female at Monkwood
May 2017 (Mike Williams)

do get in touch with me – my
contact details are on page 31.
Again the reintroduced population
was topped-up with Wood White
adults during early June, but we
still only found four eggs during
the first brood egg-monitoring
count, although several additional
eggs were seen being laid. The

second brood egg monitoring
count in early August was just a little
better with seven eggs being found,
although Dave did manage to
find another 14 eggs on the 17th
August, plus a Wood White
caterpillar a few days later.
Blakeridge is a much larger site
than Monkwood, making finding

Female Wood White collected
from Wigmore Rolls May 2016

adults and eggs a little more
difficult. The habitat is perfect for
Wood White with wide sunny
flower-rich rides supporting plenty

I was speechless, as I never
expected both Blakeridge and
Monkwood to support a Wood
White population just 12 months
after the reintroductions. Our
challenge now is to continue to
work with landowners, managers
and volunteers to maintain the sites,
so that both Monkwood and
Blakeridge continue to support a
thriving Wood White population
for years to come.

Many, many thanks to all who
have assisted with this project and
the reintroductions. As well as the
Heritage Lottery Fund, BC also
received financial support for Year
2 of this project from the Shropshire Hills AONB Conservation
Fund. Special thanks go to Jenny
Joy, Dave Green, Kate Wollen
and Alan Reid from the Forestry
Commission, Worcestershire Wildlife Trust staff, especially Helen
Woodman, James Hitchcock and
Dominique Cragg, and of course
none of this would have been
possible without the West Midlands
Branch volunteers.
Article by Rhona Goddard
Autumn 2017
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Grafton panorama

Brown Hairsteak

20 Years at Grafton Wood
John Tilt looks back at what
has been achieved.

N

egotiations started in 1996
for Butterfly Conservation and
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust to buy
Grafton Wood from the Croome
Estate. By the 18th June1997 we
officially owned the wood, thanks
to financial help from the Heritage
Lottery Fund. I was just coming up
to retirement from a working life in
industry, and having lived next
to Grafton Wood for 30 years I
offered to be volunteer manager. By
the 20th of October I was made
manager and the first work party

was on 12th December 1997.
was sufficient to manage the wood
A management plan was drawn
as we wanted.
up by Simon Barker, which
It has always been my policy
included 12ha of coppicing and
that management work is pointless
a series of wide rides all unless you monitor its effects on
to favour insect breeding,
the wildlife. So right from the
particularly butterflies. The
start we set up a butterfly
Management
key species was Brown
transect
and
bird
work is pointless
Hairstreak and the
survey. In addition a
plan included Blackthorn unless you monitor computer diary was set
its effects on
management along the
up to record events and
the wildlife
western edge of the
photographic records of
wood.
the changes. Even before
We had contractors to help for
purchase a Brown Hairstreak
the first few years after the egg monitoring system was in
purchase, but we soon realised that place. Deer damage has been
the volunteer help we were getting monitored and a regular bat
survey has been carried out after a
colony of Bechstein’s Bats was
discovered. The key events and
discoveries can be seen on the
Grafton Wood Blog at: https:
//graftonwood.wordpress.com/

cleared, and the two areas were
left to regenerate naturally. This has
been successful beyond our wildest
dreams, as the regeneration has
been spectacular – the areas are
now full of flowers and insects amid
the regenerating scrub. Another
great event was the acquisition
of Laight Rough, a 7 acre of
woodland on the north edge of the
wood. This has great coppice
potential and we have plans to
allow a commercial coppicer to
work part of this plot.
The conventional wisdom regarding
wildlife is that landscape scale
management is the solution to our

declining species. We did have the
opportunity to buy a farm which
would have joined up a series of
woods which were all part of the
old Feckenham Forest. This however
was rejected, but myself and a
friend were able to acquire Lower
Kites, a 22 acre wood close to
Grafton. Over the last 5 years we
have been managing this as a
coppice with the same monitoring
procedure as at Grafton.

Monitoring
The effect of all this management on
the wildlife has been spectacular.
The Brown Hairstreak has moved

Silver-washed Fritillary

from the wood edge into the wood
itself – over 550 eggs were found
in the wood last winter. Butterfly
numbers have increased by 250%,
and the number of species has
increased too. This is very gratifying
when nationally butterflies are
declining. Mammals are monitored
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

Conifers

Species-rich grassland
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One of the major events was the
removal of two areas of conifers.
This was done by contractors and
the timber was sold to pay for the
operation. We were insistent that
the brash left from the conifers was

A ride in autumn

White Admiral
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

with trail cameras and small
mammal trapping, and the effects
of deer browsing on the coppice
plots is also monitored. The bird
population in the coppice plots is
outstanding, and the scrub in the
old conifer plots has allowed both
Lesser and Common Whitethroat to
move in. The list of bird species
using the wood totals 150.
One of our volunteers has use of
a digger so we were able to install
two small ponds resulting in a
population of frogs, toads and
newts. Dragonflies and damselflies
have arrived in numbers. The rare
Downy Emerald appeared 2
years ago for the first time in
Worcestershire. We are now able
to add dragonflies to our transect
to allow us to monitor them.
We don’t do regular moth
recording at Grafton. In the past
Patrick Clement has done a day a
month recording throughout the year,
which was very useful. If anyone
would like to do regular moth
recording please contact me. So in
summary all the monitoring shows
that the management at Grafton has
been successful. But we are not
doing anything clever, we are just
coppicing, which has been done in
Britain’s woodlands for centuries,

and maintaining wide U-shaped
rides. But, unlike commercial forestry,
we do clear the brash to enable
a good ground flora to flourish.

Work parties
I have, however, concerns for the
future. At its peak we had over 40
people at the work parties and did
over 2000 volunteer man hours per
year. Last year for the first time we
stopped Sunday Work Parties due
to lack of attendance and now our
small group is composed of people
in their 60’s and 70’s. No younger
people are coming through – so
this is our next challenge, to
encourage younger people to get
involved.

…and how it was celebrated
The last 20 years has been a
great experience for me, and I
would like to thank the people
from both organisations, Butterfly
Conservation and Worcestershire
Wildlife Trust, for their support.
Most of all I would like to thank all
the volunteers for their help. Some
of them have attended every week
from the start – Cyril Johnson,
Mike Gee – and Trevor Bucknall
and Mike Williams came when
they could.
Article and photos by John Tilt

Change in Butterfly Population

O

n Sunday 27th August the reserve’s first 20 years
were celebrated in style. We were very pleased
to welcome Sir Peter Luff, who officially opened the
reserve 20 years ago in his capacity as local MP.
Sir Peter now chairs the Heritage Lottery Fund, which
helped with the initial purchase and management costs
of the reserve. After speeches of welcome, a special
celebratory cake was cut (by billhook!) and we set
off on a guided walk led by John Tilt, our Reserve
Manager. Peter Seal, Branch Chairman, presented Sir
Peter with a copy of our 'Butterflies of the West Midlands'
book. There were plenty of butterflies around including
several Brimstones, although the elusive Brown Hairstreak
lived up to its name. Most people managed at least
fleeting views before we returned to the village hall for a
late lunch and a chance to peruse our sales table.

Cutting the cake with a billhook (Mike Williams)
Peter Seal presents Sir Peter Luff
with the book (Mike Williams)

By Mike Williams
John Tilt on the left leading
the guided walk (Mike Williams)

Sir Peter Luff, Graham Martin
of WWT & Peter Seal (Mike Williams)

Species
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On the guided walk (John Tilt)

Outside the village hall
(Mike Williams)
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Synergy with SGCT!
White-letter Hairstreak on Wych Elm (Stephen Lewis)

Small Heath (Lucy Lewis)

a sweeping, heavily wooded
backdrop to its northern slopes.

Intense industrial activity

Liz Rogers shows the benefits of working in partnership.

M

any of you will be familiar with
the spectacular landscape of
Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage
Site and with its pioneering
industrial heritage. However, how
many of you have heard of the
Severn Gorge Countryside Trust?
Read on.

Crucial and active role
SGCT, as we call it locally, kindly
hosted our recent inaugural Telford
Butterfly Recorders meeting in their
wonderful eco-friendly building.
SGCT’s small team plays a crucial
and very active role in helping to
conserve and manage key wildlife
sites in the Gorge as guardians of
the local landscape. The charity,
held in great affection by residents,
also offers interesting wildlife
workshops, walks, information and
other fun activities to the community
and visitors.
Many of its managed habitats
20 the Comma

support butterfly and moth
species. In fact some of our key
butterfly species afforded High
Priority Status – Small Heath,
White-letter Hairstreak and
White Admiral – live in SGCT’s
landholdings. The aforementioned
can be found at Lloyds Coppice,
Grid Ref SJ685033, which is
a key component of the landscape
of Ironbridge Gorge, providing

Lloyds Coppice went through a
period of intense industrial activity
with the focus on ironstone mining
and clay extraction. This activity
was so extensive that in the 18th
century the wood was marked on
maps as being an area of waste
with a few scattered clumps of trees.
However, the Coppice has now
been reclaimed by nature and
consists of ancient semi-natural
woodland, a small but important
heath in a clearing of acidic
grassland and a pond, a rare

wetland habitat in a woodland
setting. To date 23 species of
butterflies have been recorded in
a very small area of the Coppice,
and we are still on the lookout
for more!
The clearing not only supports
the Small Heath but also large
numbers of grassland butterflies
including Small & Essex Skipper,
Common Blue, Ringlet and
Meadow Brown. It is home to
a colony of Purple Hairstreak
in the canopy of one of the
ancient oak trees which surround
the clearing. Christine Littlewood
and I sat beneath this oak one hot
summer’s afternoon, and saw a
White-letter Hairstreak tumble to
the ground from the surrounding
treeline. We subsequently found an
immature wych elm, the larval host
plant, somewhat overshadowed
at the base of the established oak
tree. On hearing our news, Russell
Rowley, SGCT Trust Manager,
enthusiastically wanted to know
how they could sensitively manage
the habitat for this key species.
As a result Cadi Price, SGCT
Community Development Officer,
and her excellent volunteers
modified their management of the
clearing to give space to the wych
elm. This was a small start to a
synergistic working relationship
between SGCT and BC.

Relative rookie

SGCT staff team (Liz Rogers)

Further collaboration has followed.
In July 2014 I thought I was seeing
things when the day after having
spent HOURS unsuccessfully trying
to see my first White Admiral
butterfly at Dudmaston Estate,
Bridgnorth, one flew over the top of
me in Lloyds Coppice! Being on
my own, a relative rookie and with

SGCT Volunteers (Liz Rogers)

White Admiral (Liz Rogers)

no means of verification, I knew I
was on some rather unconvincing
ground. However, Christine saw it
too, a day or two later – phew!
The butterfly was seen flying
over bramble, a source of nectar,
adjacent to the public pathway. On
reporting to SGCT, this time Nathan
Morris, Countryside Officer, and
Russell came out to view the site to
learn how they could work with us to
delay the cutting of overgrown
bramble until after the adult stage
of the White Admiral. This superb
butterfly species was seen again
in 2015 and this time I got
photographic evidence. SGCT in
turn communicated this exciting
news via their website and this year
I was able to recount the good news
story to attendees of the Recorders

Meeting, some of whom were
SGCT volunteers.
We feel very lucky to have such
responsive and interested guardians
of our local landscape, and more
collaboration is planned. We look
forward to letting you know the
outcomes. Watch this space! Happy
exploring and butterfly sightings!
Article by Liz Rogers
Have a peep at SGCT’s website
www.severngorge.org.uk where
you can learn more about their
conservation work, habitats,
organised activities and events,
along with suggested walking
trails around Ironbridge Gorge.
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The Ups and Downs of a Community Initiative
Joy Stevens provides an update on the
Scarlet Tiger project.

A painting by Steve Williams of a Scarlet Tiger

F

ollowing the discovery of a colony of spectacular
Scarlet Tiger moths along the bridle path running
from Roman Road – alongside the walls of Stourbridge
Crematorium, to the edge of Norton Covert – a joint
project was set up between Dudley Council and
Butterfly Conservation West Midlands branch. Our
main aims are increasing bio-diversity for the benefit of
wildlife, in particular lepidoptera, and raising public
awareness of the potential of this green corridor.
As far as the Scarlet Tigers are concerned, they have
profited from the Dudley Council green care regime,
and their progress is constantly being assessed. There
were so many in 2016, in a relatively confined area,
that there was concern that they may have been too
successful, with the Alkanet suffering at the end of the
summer, showing obvious signs of caterpillar damage.
Fortunately Alkanet is a robust plant and it bounced
back in the spring. However, the same could not be
said about the caterpillars in 2017, with far fewer
around in comparison to the previous year. Instead of
counts in the hundreds as was the case during the
spring of 2016, double figures were more the norm.

Comma on hop

Alkanet in July

Tigers on the prowl
This is only our third year and we are learning all the
time. Summer sightings locally would seem to vindicate
my feelings that this moth is doing very well. Firstly, I
was puzzled by their appearance in Stourbridge in an
area which did not comply with their preferred habitat.
Their choice of food plant was also not listed, although
I think Alkanet is in the same family as Comfrey. The
extraordinary numbers in 2016 seemed a rather freak
occurrence. 2017 has seen similar ‘explosions’ nearby
in Kidderminster and along the Severn Valley. It is not
possible to say for definite why their numbers dropped
off in Stourbridge this year, but I suspect that the Scarlet
Tigers exploited favourable conditions in 2016, and
since then nature has found a balance as there seemed
to be a high number of spiders lurking on the Alkanet –
just one of the factors we need to consider in future.
This year has not been as spectacular, but beautiful
22 the Comma

Skippers

nevertheless. People locally have got to know me and
I get reports of tigers turning up all over the place, so
awareness has definitely been raised. I also like to
think that many of ‘our’ adults dispersed to new

Ringlet

The
extraordinary
numbers in 2016
seemed a
rather freak
of the project aims was to regenerate the
occurrence
locations last year.
old, neglected hedgerow by planting native
Early days and we still have a long way to
hedgerow species, and also identifying areas
go, but this could be a success story to shout
which could be saved by laying a traditional stock
about. Every year we are reporting declines in our
hedge. One such area along Romany Way was
lepidoptera, so isn’t it nice to think that there may be
selected and a professional hedge layer consulted.
some species which are bucking the trend, adapting, We agreed to prepare the section for his services by
surviving and thriving.
clearing the undergrowth at one of our work parties.
Unfortunately when we did this it was clear that the
An old hedge
trees were in a worse state than we had thought.
As far as the rest of the project is concerned, we mostly Nevertheless we felt we had done a good job
receive many compliments from passers-by. However,
preparing by clearing away dead wood, cutting back
we recently suffered a setback, upsetting a group of the hawthorn and clearing the undergrowth. The
residents. Roman Road/Sandy Lane is a curious but
results were rather startling and created an outcry from
cherished bridle path running through a residential
CONTINUED ON PAGE 24
area and connecting with the wider countryside. One
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North Hill and Worcestershire Beacon photographed on 31st October 2016
Hedgelaying at Roman Road

Grass Rivulet (Roger Wasley)
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

The Red Admiral - Reluctant Hibernator,
Hesitant Migrant or Winter Breeder?
The
extraordinary
numbers in
2016 seemed a
rather freak
occurrence

the local residents.
To their eyes, it looked like we had destroyed the
hedge. An impromptu work party was convened
with the aim of addressing the concerns of the
neighbours and considering alternative solutions.
Although we had prepared a notice explaining our
work, the main complaint from the residents was that
we had not consulted them beforehand. Instead they
had been confronted with a bare hedgerow, which
looked terrible and presented a security worry.
Contrary to expectations, they were not opposed in
principle to the hedge laying. The main complaint
was the lack of consultation. Eventually, tempers
were calmed and our plans were explained. The
hedge laying went ahead at the end of March and
the residents seemed happy with the outcome.
Hopefully this is a lesson learned and we have
gained support from another section of the
community. Unfortunately, and as we feared after
initial clearance work, the hedge itself was in a very
poor condition with only one existing hawthorn
surviving the hedge laying procedure.
24 the Comma

Hedge laid

Wildflowers
We sowed the traffic island at the end of South
Road/High Park Avenue with wild flowers again this
year. The effect has been nowhere near as dramatic as
in 2016, partly due to the lack of rain and partly a
different seed mix. However, the content and variety of
flowers is much more interesting for anyone who cares
about insects, with Bird’s-foot Trefoil attracting the
Common Blue.
The wild flower areas we are developing along the
lane are progressing well. Bracken control has been
high on the agenda and the Yellow Rattle is doing its
job, keeping down the grasses and spreading well. It
has also attracted its own speciality – admittedly it was
only a single specimen, but a Grass Rivulet moth was
photographed there this year. One of the most difficult
messages to communicate is appreciating the beauty
of wild flowers. When the Alkanet dies back it looks
brown and tangled, giving the ‘tidy gardeners’ plenty
of scope to complain.
Looking ahead we are planning to continue our autumn
/winter work parties – the first on 22nd September
and then every 3rd Friday of the month. Thanks to all
the dedicated volunteers who come to turn back the
tide of invasive plants, sow flowers and plant native
hedgerow saplings.
Article & photos by Joy Stevens

Mel Mason ponders the status of a familiar species.
November 2015 when the temperature reached 20oC
he Red Admiral is one of our best known and most
in good sunshine, I went looking again in similar
easily identified British butterflies, although it is also a
conditions on 31st October 2016. On North Hill
migrant. Most arrive in the UK in late spring already
(397m), I saw at least four Red Admiral – two pairs
mated from the southern Continent and ready to lay
spiralling above the top and then separating –
eggs. Two generations later, the grandchildren of
these migrants fly back in autumn to southern Europe to presumably males competing for territory. Four
more were seen on Table Hill
mate, lay eggs and produce the
(373m), one on Sugar Loaf
next generation to repeat this
(368m), two on Worcestershire
migration cycle. However, some
Beacon (425m) and one on
Red Admiral remain in the UK to
Summer Hill (382m) – and no
overwinter and are seen every
doubt on every summit along the
month of the year in different
10 mile Malvern Ridge. But
locations, particularly in the south.
where were the females? The
In the past, it was generally
Malvern Ridge is thought to be a
believed that overwintering Red
migration route for various species
Admiral went into diapause and
including Painted Lady and,
emerged only on a few sunny
Red Admiral photographed on
occasionally, Clouded Yellow –
days in winter months, but could
18th April 2017 on North Hill, Malverns
even Snow Bunting regularly stay
not survive to breed the following
for several days in late autumn
spring. However, these ideas are
on their migration south. I had presumed that the
now being challenged by the growing evidence of
migrant butterflies would fly south from the Hills, while a
breeding behaviour throughout the year that may be
few individuals might stay in favourable conditions,
linked to climatic change and extreme weather events.
although unlikely to survive to breed the following spring.
Local sightings
There were no casual sightings during the winter
At a local level, recent sightings of Red Admiral during period, but this year I first saw two individuals on
the autumn and spring months have increased. Following
sightings on the hilltops of the northern Malverns on 1st
CONTINUED ON PAGE 26

T

Autumn 2017 25

North Hill and Worcestershire Beacon landscape photographed on 31st October 2016

are seen in every calendar month in the south of Britain
and Ireland, including the West Midlands.
9th March on a visit to the Forest of Dean, and at the
Other research in Eire (Frank Smyth and David W.
end of March 2017 two of our regular casual recorders Nash – Overwintering of the Red Admiral butterfly on
reported sightings in their Malvern gardens. Then, in the Howth Peninsular, County Dublin – The Irish Naturalist’s
first three weeks of April, five of our local transects Journal Vol. 29, Part 2, December 2008) shows
reported 11 records, and casual sightings reached a that during the exceptionally mild winter and spring
total of 22. Such numbers are
2006/07 some individuals
unprecedented according to
were laying eggs as late as
the very detailed records from
November, and resuming egg
the past ten years and any
laying the following March.
available historical records. In
Some larvae emerged and
fact there has only been one
survived to the final instar
transect record and a total of
stage. A few pupae were
four casual sightings of Red
found in March and April and
Admiral in the previous four
single female adults emerged
years during this same time
during April and May.
period. In terms of the long
Recent mild autumns appear
view, local numbers of Red
to have encouraged many Red
Red Admiral egg photographed on
Admiral increased by 28% in
Admiral to occupy and defend
26th June 2017 on Common Nettle. It was
2016, but they have been
territory on our hilltops, although
either laid by a female which overwintered
fairly stable over the past six
no courting or mating has been
or by a recently arrived migrant.
years (6% increase), although
observed – so far. Is it possible
national trends show a 40% decline (short term 2005that the male’s instinct to defend a territory and wait for
2014) and 257% increase (long term 1976-2014).
a female on warm sunny days in late autumn
overwhelms his instinct to migrate? Conversely, do the
Research
females have a greater instinct to migrate and look
So what is happening? Jeremy Thomas (The Butterflies
for a richer gene pool of males arriving from across
of Britain & Ireland, revised 2014) states “It was once northern Europe onto the sunny coasts of the
thought that adult Red Admirals hibernated in the
Mediterranean?
warmer south, but this is another myth… although a few
Richard Fox, Butterfly Conservation, and Roger
Red Admirals may seem to hibernate in the British Isles
Dennis, NERC Centre for Ecology and Hydrology,
during mild winters, these generally settle in exposed
looked at the growing evidence of winter breeding
places, such as on tree trunks or under branches, and
activity as far back as 2010 in a research paper for
usually perish.” And any sightings in January or February the Entomologist’s Gazette (Winter survival of Vanessa
“…are believed to result from late caterpillars that were
atalanta: a new resident butterfly for Britain and
able to develop in warm spots”. However, individuals
Ireland?). It is worth noting the salient points:
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25
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• In the twentieth century winter sightings of Red
Admiral were rare and noteworthy, whereas today
they outstrip all others, including Small Tortoiseshell,
Peacock, Brimstone, and Comma, often by a
large margin.
• Between 1995 and 2006 there was an increase
in the ratio of winter records compared with spring
to autumn records, i.e. numbers overwintering
increased and this trend is independent of numbers
present in the preceding spring to autumn.
• Breeding behaviour has been observed in some
locations throughout the year (territory, courting and
mating, and laying eggs).
• In addition to overwintering of adult Red Admiral,
observations of larval activity, survival and
development during the winter months have been
noted with increasing frequency where the larval
host-plants are not killed by frost.
• Winter sightings of adults and larvae in Central
Europe have also increased in recent years.
• Populations in southern Spain did not increase over
the same period (1995 – 2006), so migration
increase seems an unlikely explanation.
• Winter survival shifts north and south depending on
the winters, but the survival zone has pushed further
north by hundreds of kilometres since 1997.
• These changes in behaviour maybe linked to
climate change and extreme weather events.
A recent publication (Blencowe & Hulme, The Butterflies
of Sussex 2017) suggests that Red Admiral now

regularly completes an extended life cycle through the
British winter despite frosts and snow. David Harris
observed adults emerging in May 2015 from eggs laid
in December 2014.
This is particularly interesting as, possibly for the first
time, none were seen on any of our local transects during
May 2015, with obvious evidence of the first migrants
arriving as late as 17th June. However, is it possible that
the apparent recent overwintering boom in the south is
spreading further north during so-called extreme weather
events in recent years and the very mild winters?
Alternatively, are exceptional climate conditions causing
extremely early migration from the Continent?

In conclusion
The many Red Admiral seen last autumn ‘hill-topping’
on the Malvern Ridge were most likely exhibiting
breeding behaviour, but their movements and behaviour
during winter months are unknown through lack of
techniques to monitor their movement, or lack of
volunteers to monitor any activity.
The number of local Red Admiral sightings in spring
and autumn seem to be increasing and must be present
in much greater numbers than seen by a few enthusiastic
recorders - but it is difficult to know if our recent boom in
sightings is due to local breeding or early migration.
Unfortunately, I do not have access to micro radio
antennae or labelled isotopes to follow the movement of
any adults found on our hilltops during late autumn.
However, perhaps we can start to look for evidence of
this changing behaviour around the Malverns and the
West Midlands by organising planned searches of
possible larval activity in more sheltered areas where
host-plants still survive later in the year. I am hoping local
recorders will highlight any nettle patches where they see
caterpillars between May to October so that we can
monitor these over the winter months to find evidence of
any local breeding.
Many thanks and good hunting.
Article & photos by Mel Mason
WMBC Malvern Rep. & MBG Recorder

Please help in this local research by forwarding your comments and sightings to the Malvern Butterfly Group at
mbg.records@btinternet.com. Alternatively, sightings can be entered online via iRecord.
Further afield, the Red Admiral Citizen Science Project – a European Research Group led by Marco Thoma –
is collecting evidence from across Europe to determine the migratory routes and breeding patterns of the Red Admiral.
More information is available from https://insectmigration.wordpress.com/red-admiral-migration/
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Talks and Gardening for
Butterflies at a Birmingham
School
Long-standing Branch member Nick Williams goes back to school.

I

n February 2017 the West
Midlands Branch Secretary, Joy
Stevens, was approached by
a lady from The Conservation
Volunteers, better known to many as
BTCV, to see if there was anyone
able to help with the Polli:Nation
Project in a Birmingham school.
After a flurry of emails, I put my
name forward and arranged to
meet Marie Wellings from TCV at
the University of Birmingham
School (on the campus of
Newman College, the Teacher
Training College), to discuss
arrangements, content of the
talk etc.
The set-up is that groups
of children from across
Birmingham come into the
University School for sevenweek
blocks
including
Enrichment, which is where the
Polli:Nation Project fits in. After a
talk by me at the start of their
second session, the pupils would
work with Marie to build and plant
a wildlife garden on the roof of the
school. Then the process begins
again for the next cohort....
I delivered my first talk to a
couple of dozen lively 12 year olds
on 8th March at the University
School, and there was considerable
interest and lots of good questions
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Getting hands-on with
a Hawkmoth

Munching Caterpillars website

from the class, with both teachers
and pupils saying they had enjoyed
the talk
At this point thanks must go to
Kate Merry from BC Head Office,
who was one of the team of three
people who ran the Munching
Caterpillars project in Dorset
schools recently. Kate sent me a
Powerpoint talk from the project’s
resources which I was able to
amend for a slightly older target
audience, and with a break in the

middle to allow for an activity –
colouring in a caterpillar template.
Thanks are also due to Diane
Garland on Reception at Head
Office who sent me plenty of leaflets
on Gardening for Butterflies,
Garden Moths, and Caterpillars. To
this I added Nectar and Foodplant
Lists from the website for Marie to
use in planning the planting.
The Munching Caterpillars
website is an extremely useful
resource for upper Primary
or lower Secondary level
pupils, and I recommend it
strongly as a starting point to
anyone wanting to get
involved in enthusing a new
generation about butterflies
and moths – go to
www.munchingcaterpillars.org
The second talk took place
on 10 May and the third on 16
June 2017, with varying results.
I can now say that two out of
the three talks went well, with
good levels of attention, pertinent
questions
and
appropriate
responses to my questions. The
inference from the less successful
talk is whatever you do, don’t
mention a three-letter word
beginning with s and ending in x!
Article by Nick Williams

Dates for your diary
West Midlands Branch AGM Saturday
November 18th 2017
Meet at 10.30am at Woolthorpe Village Hall,
Martins Close, Woolhope, Hereford HR1 4QS
Directions: From Hereford take B4224 to
Mordiford, take the left turn signposted
Woolhope. In approximately 2.5miles
Woolhope Parish Hall is on the left by the tennis
courts. From Ledbury, Ross or Fownhope and
from the centre of the village of Woolhope
follow signs for the Village Hall up a short hill,
and the hall is on the right.
Disabled parking, access and toilet. The hall has
ample parking and is adjacent to the tennis
court and cricket field. It is within sight of
Woolhope Church and The Crown Inn, on the
right hand side of the Mordiford road heading
for Haugh Wood.
Tea and coffee from 10.30am.
Business (Annual Reports and Branch
updates) will start at 11.00am. Rolls on sale
at lunchtime.
Main Speaker: Simon Spencer on Recent
work by BC's European Interest Group on
Europe's Rare Butterflies.
Butterfly Conservation AGM and Members’
Day Saturday 11th November 2017
The Jury’s Inn, Gloucester Road, Cheltenham,
GL51 0TS.
Ewyas Harold Work Parties
Saturdays: 23rd September, 21st October, 18th
November, 16th December, 20th January, 17th
February, 17th March, 14th April. Meet at
10.00am at the northern Cwm Hill end of Ewyas
Harold Common adjacent to the top cattle grid
(GR SO382302). Approach from Abbey Dore off the
B4347 at GR SO384306. Some hand tools will be
provided but if you have your own do bring them.
Contact Ian Hart on 01981 510259 or at
yellowrattle4@aol.com
Tuesdays: 17th October, 7th November, 5th
December, 9th January, 6th February, 6th March.
Meet as above. Contact Lucy Morton on 07503
220191 or at lmorton@butterfly-conservation.org

Grafton Wood Brown Hairstreak Egg Searches
Saturday 25th November, Saturday 30th
December (New Year mince pie & mulled wine
special) & Saturday 27th January.
Meet at 10.00am at Grafton Flyford Church.
Contact Simon Primrose on 07952 260153 or
at simonjprimrose@aol.com
We will also be resuming our regular weekly Brown
Hairstreak egg searches on Thursdays, but have yet
to fix a start date for these. They usually begin
around mid-October, so if you would like to join us
please contact me in October to hear further details
of when we will start. Contact Simon Primrose on
07952 260153 or at simonjprimrose@aol.com
Grafton Wood Work Parties
Every Wednesday. Meet at 10.00am at Grafton
Flyford Church. Contact John Tilt on 01386
792458 or at john.tilt2@btopenworld.com
Haugh Wood Work Parties
Saturday 4th November, Saturday 2nd December,
Saturday 6th January, Saturday 3rd February,
Saturday 3rd March. Meet at 10.00am at Haugh
Wood FC car park Grid Ref SO597365 on the minor
road from Mordiford to Woolhope. Contact Kate
Wollen on 07786 526280 or Robin Hemming
on 01568 797351
Malvern Grayling Work Parties
Mondays: 16th October, 13th November,
15th January, 12th February. Meet at 10.00am
at North Hill Quarry Car Park (GR SO 7711846931
and Post code WR14 4LT) Mid-morning refreshments
and cakes available but bring your own lunch if you
stay for the afternoon.
Contact Mel Mason on 01684 565700 or at
malverngrayling@btinternet.com
Monkwood Fungi Foray
Saturday 14th October at 10.30am. Meet in the
reserve car park Grid Ref SO803603.
BOOKING ESSENTIAL! Contact George Groves at
george_groves@btopenworld.com
CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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Dates for your diary cont’d
Monkwood Work Parties
First Sunday of the month from 1st October to
4th March, and third Thursday of the month
from 21st September to 15th March. Meet at
10.00am at the reserve car park Grid Ref
SO803603. Contact George Groves on 01905
620721 or at george_groves@btopenworld.com
for Sunday work parties
and Phil Adams on 01905 610830 or at
pdadamsrainbow@gmail.com for Thursday
work parties.
Prees Heath Common Work Parties
Wednesday 20th September, Wednesday 25th
October, Wednesday 15th November,
Wednesday 13th December and Wednesday
10th January. Meet at 10.30am on the access
track off the A49 opposite the Steel Heath turning
Contact Stephen Lewis on 07900 886809 or
at phwarden@sky.com
Scarlet Tiger Project, Roman Road,
Stourbridge
Friday 22nd September, then every third Friday
of the month. Meet at 10.00am at a location as
stated on the notice board at the north end of Roman
Road. Contact Joy Stevens on 01384 372397 or
at joystevens@blueyonder.co.uk
Trench Wood Work Parties
Every Thursday at 9.30am and fourth Sunday of
the month at 10.00am, apart from Sunday
24th December, September to March. Meet at the
reserve car park Grid Ref SO930588. Contact John
Holder on 01905 794854 or at
johnholder@tiscali.co.uk
Wyre Forest Work Parties
Second Sunday of the month, apart from
October when it is on Sunday 15th October.
Also Wednesday 22nd November and
Wednesday 17th January. Meet at 10.00am at
Earnwood Copse car park on the B4194 Bewdley to
Kinlet road Grid Ref SO744784. Contact Mike
Williams on 01299 824860 or at
wmbutterflies@gmail.com
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Wood White Project Work Parties
Please contact Rhona Goddard if you plan to
come to any of these work parties on
01746 762364 or email rgoddard@butterflyconservation.org
Thursday 23rd November, 10.30am - 3.30pm.
Siege Wood, Herefordshire.
Meet at Siege Wood car park (GR SO605343).
Sunday 19th November. 10.30am - 3.30pm.
Wigmore Rolls, Herefordshire.
Meet at the site entrance on the minor road leading
west from Wigmore Village (GR SO397688).
Sunday 3rd December, 10 am - 3.30pm.
Onny Meadows, Shropshire Hills Discovery
Centre, Craven Arms.
Meet at the Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre
(GR SO435825).
Sunday 17th December 10.30am - 3.30pm.
Blakeridge Wood, Shropshire.
Meet at Blakeridge Wood car park.
At the small cross roads in Colebatch village (near
Bishop's Castle) take the minor road signposted for
Cefn Einion, continue past the first Blakeridge car
park to the second car park (GR SO295866).
Thursday 11th January 10.30am - 3.30pm.
Siege Wood, Herefordshire.
Meet at Siege Wood car park.
(GR SO605343).
Sunday 21st January 10.30am - 3.30pm.
Wigmore Rolls work party, Herefordshire.
Meet at the site entrance on the minor road leading
west from Wigmore Village (GR SO397688).
Tuesday 6th February, 10am - 3.30pm.
Joint work party with Herefordshire
Wildlife Trust.
Venue to be confirmed.
Sunday 18th February 10.30am – 3.30pm.
Bury Ditches, Shropshire.
Meet at Bury Ditches car park (GR SO331837).
Take the right-hand turning just opposite the
Crown Inn pub (SY7 OHU) in Clunton village.
Signposted as Bury Ditches Hill Fort.
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The Intriguing Case
of the Peppered Moth
Nicola Buck has a notable encounter with a moth on a wall.

N

discounted by some writers, mainly
non-scientists. Subsequently, over
six summers from 2001 to 2007,
Michael Majerus, a Cambridge
University Professor, conducted an
experiment in Cambridge involving
a total of 4,864 moths. Sadly he
died before writing up his findings,
but others have done this and the
results, although finding flaws in
Kettlewell’s experiment, support the
theory of evolution by natural
selection, and this has now been
accepted by many of Kettlewell’s
critics.

Reversed
Come the 1950s, the Great
London Smog of 1952 and the
subsequent passing of the Clean
Air Act in 1956 to reduce air
pollution, the situation was
reversed. Soot and sulphur dioxide
pollution were reduced and the
typica form became prevalent
again in urban areas. Lichens were
able to grow again on the trees,
and thus typica was better
camouflaged and less vulnerable to
attack by birds. The form
photographed by Nicola is now
becoming much less common,
although in fact numbers of both
forms are in decline.

icola lives in Upper Gornal, were carbonaria. The following
Dudley and took a photograph
year the entomologist JW Tutt put
of a Peppered Moth on a
forward an explanation for this. He
wall on 20th May 2017. Quite
postulated that the normal form
unremarkable you may think,
typica would be well camouflaged
just a rather boring looking
by lichens when at rest on trees,
moth, but now look at the
but that industrialisation and
By
other photograph of a
domestic coal fires had
1895 98% of
Peppered Moth – quite
caused soot to form on
Peppered Moths
different! The tale of
trees making their bark
in Manchester
what is going on here
blacker, and had also
were carbonaria
has been the subject of
led to sulphur dioxide
much scientific endeavour
polluting the air, thereby
and not a little controversy
killing the lichens on the
over many years, so read on….
trees. The carbonaria form was
now better camouflaged and Article by The Editor
Industrial revolution
at lower risk of predation
Peppered Moth,
The black or melanic form is known by birds, and was thus
form carbonaria
as carbonaria, whilst the usual
better
fitted
to
its
(Nicola Buck)
speckled form is called typica. The
environment – an example
black form is a naturally occurring
of evolution by natural
genetic mutation, and both forms selection, or the survival of
can normally be found in the UK,
the fittest.
although typica is nowadays far
A scientific experiment
more common. With the onset of
by Bernard Kettlewell in
the industrial revolution, however,
the 1950s in Birmingham
many more black ones were found
and Dorset supported this
in our cities, and by 1895 98% of
theory, but his findings
Peppered Moths in Manchester
were
criticised
and
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Peppered Moth, form typica (Lucy Lewis)

