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Greetings. We are
in the process of

upgrading our website.
There will be a
redesigned home page
with a link to a new
online casual recording
facility and diary

information about what’s on – events,
work parties and guided walks. We
want to do two main things: provide
more information about our work and
make it easier for members to use it
to post an account of activities.
To do this we are proposing to
set up a number of blogs
which can offer an informal
account of what is being
done, for example on our
reserves and on projects such as
the Wood White. We plan to include
on the home page links to a series of
pages covering species information, sites
of interest, past records, local reports
and a photo gallery. There will also be
a page on how to get involved that
includes information about the Branch
and the Committee, its members and
history, and how to join Butterfly
Conservation.

Commitment 
Last time I was able to report that several
people had come forward as County
Recorders, and we felt we were making
progress in making the exercise of
recording in the West Midlands more
consistent. However we are losing the
services of our Branch Recorder Nigel
Stone. We are very grateful to Nigel,
who needs to concentrate on other

duties, for his commitment over the years.
I can attest that at the time we were
putting together “Butterflies of the West
Midlands” his marshalling of records
across our region was fundamental to
helping us achieve our aim of painting
an accurate and up to date picture for
the 41 species.

Mention of the book reminds me to
give you an update as we have now
sold well over half of the initial print run
due to some stupendous support. Last

time I reported that about 80
members and other committed

parties contributed to the
book’s production. This time I
would like to thank everyone
who has bought the book,

and single out Worcestershire
Wildlife Trust for their generosity in

giving us an advert on the back page
of their magazine. But equally I would
like to recognise the boost in sales from
those, some outside the Branch, who
offered to take some copies to sell at
events, an example being the nine sold
one evening at a meeting of the Malvern
Branch of WWT. Many thanks also to
those I mentioned last time who had
agreed to review us in their own
publication. I hope you read Martin
Warren’s piece in “Butterfly” – he said
the book possesses a unique feature in
having photos of all the life stages and
is a must buy.

Mild winters
Anyway what about the butterflies?
There is an emerging body of opinion
that last year’s mild winter did insects no
favours as the warmth interfered with

their dormancy period. Matthew
Oates was quoted as saying that
December 2015 was a massive
5.1C above the long term
average, with the result that
“caterpillars emerged from their
diapause, found nothing to eat and
perished.” Add to this, field based
research showing that the Wall,
and no doubt other species, are
more inclined to embark on an
extra brood, which by not being
completed breaks their life cycle,
and this begins to make sense.

Average records submitted to 
the Big Butterfly Count were 
the lowest since the scheme 
began in 2010. Peacocks and
Small Tortoiseshells significantly
decreased in numbers both in
2015 and 2016, which is
disappointing after the recovery
that followed the hot weather in
2013. At the moment, this is based
on impressions, but everyone is
saying this. Species that fared well
locally include the Marbled White
and the Holly Blue, although the
latter fared less well nationally after
a good spell in 2015.

Conservation benefits
So do we have any good news?
Clearly, what we can do on our
reserves and other key sites is
important, so it is good to be able
to chart some benefits from
conservation efforts. Over the last
few years Ewyas Harold and the

Wyre Forest have bucked the
national trend by conserving their
populations of Pearl-bordered
Fritillary. Prees Heath holds a
strong Silver-studded Blue
population. The first few Brown
Hairstreak egg counts in the 
Forest of Feckenham area suggest
this elusive butterfly has done 
well. It is instructive that counts 
in the hedgerows adjoining
Grafton Wood were well up on the
previous year in spite of a dearth of
adult sightings there during 2016 -
again this highlights the relevance
of accurate surveying.

Lastly, I shall mention the Grizzled
Skipper site near Honeybourne.
For some years, with permission
from the site owner, we have been
able to keep clear a stretch of
disused railway line, but we have
also been aware that neighbouring

land owned by Network Rail also
harbours this butterfly, and less work
would be needed there to maintain
an open habitat. Both locations
hold Creeping Cinquefoil, which is
one of the Grizzled Skipper’s
foodplants, and Bird’s-foot Trefoil.
Indeed, two years ago Dingy
Skippers also turned up. After 18
months of trying we have found
someone in Network Rail willing to
talk to us, and in November we
held a site meeting with two
ecologists who are to seek the
necessary permission for an
officially sanctioned survey of 
the area.   

So there are things we can do.
These examples are the ones I
know about – if you are aware of
others why not contact the editor
with an article for the next Comma?
And please contact me if you can
help us with any information for the
new website.

Peter Seal, Branch Chair

The Branch in focus

Peter Seal

We are in 
the process of 
updating our 

website... watch
this space...

Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468)
Registered office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, 
Dorset BH20 5QP. Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) 
and in Scotland (SCO39268)

Honeybourne work party
(Mike  Wiiliams)
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Acanalside grassland habitat
surrounded by mature trees 

in a rural location in South
Staffordshire, the Wildlife Meadow
at Ashwood Nurseries offers 
plenty of opportunities for
lepidoptera of all kinds, for both
larvae and adults. With the help of
members of the West Midlands
Butterfly Conservation branch, moth
trapping has taken place regularly
from 2015, and the opportunity to
showcase some of the moths to
visitors to the nursery was a chance
not to be missed. 

Moth mornings
To achieve this two ‘Moth Mornings’
were organised, the first of which
was held to coincide with Moth
Night on June 12th 2016, with this

year’s theme being Hawkmoths.
Displaying moths in the morning
offers an opportunity for people
who don’t have moth trapping
experience or equipment to see the
huge diversity of moths, and to
show that they can be equally as
beautiful as butterflies. Three 125W
mercury vapour bulb Skinner Traps
were set up in the meadow the
previous evening, and the
temptation to stay and see what
started to arrive was impossible to
resist! The weather held for the
evening but in the morning we
weren’t so lucky. During a deluge of
rain brave visitors were glad for the
gazebo to hide under to inspect the
catch. The show stopping Poplar,
Lime and Elephant Hawkmoths
were the obvious attractions but
there were also many other 
beauties to be admired including
Gold Spot, Scallop Shell, Peach
Blossom and Bird’s Wing. With
68 species caught there were
plenty of moths to enthral the damp
visitors. The traps were opened in
the morning in front of visitors so
they could have the experience of
discovering what we had caught,
while Mike Williams was on hand
to answer any questions.

Micros
The second Moth Morning event
took place during the Ashwood ‘Go
Wild in the Garden’ August event.
The weather was much kinder this
time and the addition of Patrick
Clement to the trapping team
meant we could pot up some of the
micro moths to showcase the next
day. One of the micros we caught

Moth Mornings and a Butterfly Walk 

Gold Spot (Tom Woodhall)

Moth Morning (Mike Williams)

was the scarce Cnephasia
genitalana which had ventured
away from where it is normally
found in southern coastal counties.
This species may in fact be more
common, but the difficulty in
identification means it is
perhaps under-recorded
overall. The micros on
show were of interest to
the more experienced
moth enthusiasts, but the
main attractions were the
beautiful Black Arches, Gold
Triangle and a variety of Thorns
and Prominents. The addition of
the micros and an extra trap boosted
the total to an impressive 82 species
for the second Moth Morning. This
time the pots were labelled in
advance so people knew which
species they were viewing. 

Meadow
The sunny weather provided a
great opportunity to take a 
group around the meadow to see
what butterflies were on the wing.
Mike Williams again provided 
the expertise, and there were

plenty of species to see
including Brimstone,

Essex Skipper, Meadow
Brown, Gatekeeper, Ringlet,

Small Copper and Common Blue
as well as Large, Small and 
Green-veined Whites. Although it
has not been a great year for
butterflies, the meadow has proven
to be a good habitat with every
species from the Big Butterfly 
Count recording sheet seen in
2016. With the addition of more
nectar-providing flower species to
the meadow, there will hopefully be
more moths and butterflies to see in

the coming years. 
More Moth Morning events will

take place this year, so if you have
an interest in moths then please
come along. You might even be
inspired to start your own moth
trapping as a hobby! West
Midlands Butterfly Conservation 
is keen to run similar events this
coming season, and if you know of
a venue suitable to organise a
Moth Breakfast this summer get in
touch with your county moth officer
or Mike Williams.

Article by Tom Woodhall

Tom Woodhall shows that
nurseries can prove to be 
ideal for moths and butterflies.

BlackArches (Tom Woodhall)

For more information about wildlife events at Ashwood Nurseries 
please visit www.ashwoodnurseries.com

Cnephasia genitalana (Patrick  Clement)

Cnephasia 
genitalana had 

ventured away from
where it is normally
found in southern
coastal counties.

Poplar Hawkmoth (Tom Woodhall)
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The Branch AGM was held this year at the
RSPB’s Sandwell Valley Reserve in Birmingham. 

Agood turnout heard presentations by Peter Seal,
Chair, Lucy Lewis, Treasurer, and John Tilt, Transect

Co-ordinator, all interspersed by plenty of lively
discussion. After many years of dedicated service as
Treasurer, and previously as Chair, in 2016 Ron
Hutton had decided to step down, and he has been
succeeded by Lucy Lewis. The Branch presented Ron
with a handsome signed illustration by Richard
Lewington of the Duke of Burgundy, a species well
known to Ron on his local Butterfly Conservation
reserve near Cheltenham. In Ron’s absence, Lucy
accepted the award on his behalf from Peter Seal.

Illustrated presentation
Also standing down was Nigel Stone, who has
diligently collated all our casual butterfly sightings
over many years. John Tilt gave an illustrated
presentation recommending a different and online
way for members to submit their casual butterfly
records in future, namely via a website called iRecord
– go to www.brc.ac.uk/irecord This website, hosted
by the Biological Records Centre, holds records on all
UK wildlife groups. There is an in-built verification
system. Registration is simple and John demonstrated

how easy it is not just to enter records but also to
obtain data on species and sites. All you need to enter
a casual record are four pieces of information – who
you are, what you saw and where & when you saw
it. It’s that easy! Members present were impressed.

Guided walk
In the afternoon, after brief introductions to the reserve
by a member of RSPB staff and a volunteer butterfly
recorder, members went on a guided walk to the bird
hide in front of the lake, and then to another area
where Ring-necked Parakeets were seen.

Article by the editor

Branch AGM 
Highlights Recording

A good turnout (Stephen Lewis)

John Tilt talks about iRecord  (Stephen Lewis)

Peter Seal and Lucy Lewis with the  gift from
the Branch for Ron Hatton (Stephen Lewis)

I saw a Brimstone today,
A fragment of autumn sunshine
Poised on a leaf, wings closed
Uncommon in September.

Bright as primrose petals, it hadn’t moved
For nigh on two hundred years.

Each scale a brushstroke too small to see,
Glazed, prepared to pass through fire,

The furnace, coal-fired
Smelling of sulphur.

Crossing the county border 
A delicate representation

On porcelain,
This plate will never see treacle.

Instead, it stands on show 
For all the visitors

To the Dudmaston Estate.

Brimstone By Pauline MorganBrimstone at Trench Wood 
(Stephen  Lewis)

With Nigel Stone no longer continuing as West
Midlands Branch Recorder from the end of

2016, we felt it was a good opportunity to try to
involve more people in the recording of moths and
butterflies in Shropshire. Tony Jacques will now be the
county recorder for butterflies, and will therefore also
verify any county records coming through iRecord. He
will continue to be part of the Shropshire Ecological
Data Network or SEDN, which effectively functions as
a local records centre, and will ensure our records are
translated into a version that SEDN can use.

Tony is also currently in the process of producing 
a county verification method for macro moths, which 
will be based on the Worcestershire one already
available on the West Midlands Branch website, and
this will be available from the end of February. Tony
continues as County Macro Moth Recorder and can
be contacted at rec-vc40@vc40tj.plus.com. Micro
moth records should be sent to Godfrey Blunt at
arthur.blunt195@btinternet.com .

We are also looking for a Shropshire Moth Officer
and a Shropshire Butterfly Officer. It is envisaged that
they will take a front line role in terms of encouraging
more local recording, responding to ID queries, working
with local organisations and organising local events
such as butterfly walks and moth nights. We hope that

Changes for Recording in Shropshire 
by having three people working as a team we can then
provide better feedback on all the work going on in
Shropshire and encourage even more people to get
involved. If you are interested in volunteering to fill either
of these roles please contact me on 01952 249325
or at jjoy@butterfly-conservation.org

Telford Butterfly Recorders Group is holding a meeting
on Thursday 23rd February at 7.00pm at Severn
Gorge Countryside Trust, Darby Road, Coalbrookdale,
TF8 7EP, to which all are welcome. Telford has several
Local Nature Reserves, green spaces and many other
sites rich in potential for butterflies. The meeting will
have three aims:
• To create a support group for recorders who are

already recording on sites in Telford.
• To attract more people interested in recording,

particularly on Telford sites where no recording takes
place at present.

• To encourage debate on the way forward for
butterfly recording in Telford.

For more information contact Chris Littlewood at
chrislwood022@gmail.com or myself. 

Article by Jenny Joy
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Siege Wood
A huge thanks to BC volunteers and
the Ledbury Naturalists for attending
the work party at Siege Wood 
this winter. 18 volunteers helped 
to enlarge woodland glades and
extend areas of ride side habitat,
to benefit the Wood White. All
attendees did an amazing job,
thank you. Thanks to Robin
Hemming and others for arranging
the BBQ too.

Blakeridge Wood
Dave Green gave two great talks
this autumn/winter, providing the
group with an update on the Wood
White project, including the Wood
White reintroduction that took 
place at Blakeridge Wood this 
summer. Blakeridge is a Forestry
Commission site near Bishop’s
Castle that supports large areas of
Wood White habitat,
thanks to sympathetic
site management.
Butterfly Conservation
has been working 
very closely with the Forestry
Commission for a number of years,
especially on Wood White sites in
the region, and we’re very thankful
to FC for supporting this project and
the reintroduction.  At this point in

time it is impossible to know just
how successful the reintroduction
has been, we will just have to wait
until spring 2017. Monitoring this
site for Wood Whites is vital, so we 
are looking for a local volunteer 
to get involved with monitoring 
the reintroduced population at
Blakeridge.  If you can help with
this crucial task, please do get in
touch.

Looking forward
I’ve been working very closely 
with FC recently, planning habitat
improvement works for a number 
of key Wood White sites this 
winter. These include Bury Ditches,
Wigmore Roll and Haugh Wood,
with the aim being to increase the
amount of available habitat for the
Wood White by creating woodland
scallops and ride widening.

I also have a number 
of Herefordshire based
Heritage events planned
for 2017 – see the Dates
for Your Diary section for

details. Thanks again to all who
have supported this project and to
the lottery players for making the
HLF grant possible.

Article by Rhona Goddard

day at Wigmore Rolls in January
when the Forestry Commission (FC)
will be providing a BBQ - see the
Dates for Your Diary section for
details.

Onny Meadow
I also spent a great day at Onny
Meadows in December with a
couple of fantastic volunteers,
clearing teasel to expose areas of
bare ground and grassland which
will be great for both butterflies and
moths next season. Plenty of teasel
still remains as it’s a highly valued
food source for wintering birds.
Thanks to all staff at Shropshire Hills
Discovery Centre for making us feel
so welcome and for supplying
coffee and mince pies.

We had our first winter work
party as part of the

Making a Stand for the Wood
White Heritage Lottery Funded
project in November at Wigmore
Rolls. Volunteers extended the
woodland scallop that was
created last winter where Wood
Whites were seen egg laying this
summer. There will be more work
parties in 2017, including another

Rhona Goddard provides
an update on this project.

Working for Wood Whites 
Wood Whites (Stephen Lewis)

Siege Wood volunteer work party & BBQ November 2016 (Rhona Goddard)

Volunteers at work in Siege Wood  (Rhona Goddard)
Wigmore Rolls volunteer work party November 2016
(Rhona Goddard)

Onny Meadows volunteer work party December 2016 
(Rhona Goddard)
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Mike Williams rolls out the red carpet, opens the envelopes and hands out the prizes.

For a number of years now, we have tried to pick
out one single butterfly for the title of West

Midlands Butterfly of the Year. This is largely for fun,
but there is some underlying science as we look at
transect data and the casual observations that have
been submitted from across the region. Some years
this is a relatively easy task and there is a
clear consensus between members as
to what that species might be.
Awards are presented in three
categories: Butterfly of the Year,
Most Improved Performance
of the Year and Worst
Performance (the less than
coveted Wooden Spoon).
Nominations are sought via
the West Midlands Butterfly
Conservation Facebook page
but also by word of mouth and
email. The 2015 contest proved
relatively straightforward and the
winners respectively were Common
Blue, Painted Lady and Peacock. 2016
was much more challenging and it proved a year
when it was easier to choose butterflies that had done
badly than those that had done well.

Wooden Spoon
There was certainly no shortage of candidates 
for Wooden Spoon. Species nominated were
Gatekeeper, Small Tortoiseshell, White Admiral,
White-letter Hairstreak, Comma, Small Copper
and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary and a 

case can be made for most of these.
However, the species receiving the

most nominations which turned in
a pretty awful performance

across the region was the
Peacock, which receives
the Wooden Spoon for
the second year running.
Peacocks were in low
numbers post-hibernation
in the spring and there

were even fewer 
around come the summer

emergence. Why Peacock
numbers are at such a low ebb

is something of a mystery although
the very mild winter of 2015/16 will not

have helped. Mild winters generally are not thought
to be good for butterflies, causing hibernating or over-
wintering insects to wake up prematurely when there is

The West Midlands Butterfly Oscars

Marbled White, 
Brotheridge Green

a shortage of food resources. The Peacock is one of
our most stunning and familiar garden butterflies and
always a welcome visitor. The population trend over
the 10 years prior to 2014, as noted in the ‘Butterflies
of the West Midlands’ book, is an upward one so let’s
hope that 2017 sees a recovery in fortunes.

Most Improved
Moving on to the second award
category of Most Improved
Performance of the Year, there
were not many butterflies 
that were more numerous 
in 2016 than the previous
year but, nevertheless, there
were a few species that
brightened the general air 
of despondency, and we
received several nominations.
On a positive note, there were a
number of encouraging records of
Dark Green Fritillary with a few reports
from areas where the butterfly has not been
recorded in recent years. Dark Green has been in the
doldrums for some while in the region so perhaps early
signs of a revival. Marbled White was another species
that did pretty well with increased numbers in some
places, especially on the Malvern Hills. There were
also good sightings of Purple Hairstreak at several
locations, although this is a species where it is difficult
to estimate overall numbers. Most of the Whites also
showed an improvement with Large White noticeably
more common than the previous year. However, there
can only be one category winner, and that goes in
2016 to the Red Admiral which was considerably
more numerous than the previous year, certainly
outnumbering both Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell in
many gardens. It also hung around well into the autumn
with reports right through to December.

Roll of the Drums….
Finally, the unveiling of which species is West Midlands
Butterfly of the Year 2016. It is symptomatic of the kind
of year it was that there were no less than 11 different
species nominated for the top award. Indeed, White-
letter Hairstreak was suggested in both the best and
worst categories! Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Essex
Skipper, Dark Green Fritillary, Brown Hairstreak,

Small White, Green-veined White and Red
Admiral all drew support but those attracting most
votes, and on the final shortlist, were Speckled Wood
and Ringlet, two species which tend to do well in
indifferent summers; Silver-studded Blue which was
present in very good numbers at Prees Heath, its only

regional site; Wood White which showed 
well at its Herefordshire and Shropshire

strongholds; and Holly Blue which
was more numerous than of late.

The final accolade, however,
goes to the Wood White. In a
year when even the common
species were decidedly
uncommon, it is great to find
one of our rarer species
enjoying a really good

season. Very numerous in its
south Shropshire and north

Herefordshire strongholds, it also
produced a decent showing around

the Woolhope Dome. In south Shropshire,
it colonised a new area of woodland to the east

of Bury Ditches and also spread westwards into Colstey
Wood. A short walk in a small area of Mortimer Forest
(Walk 7 in the ‘Butterflies of the West Midlands’) in
early June produced a count of 40, including several
egg-laying females, and Wood White was also seen
at another FC woodland where it had not been
recorded for several years. The West Midlands region
is the most important region nationally for the Wood
White and has been a focus of much conservation
effort over many years, including the current ‘Making a
Stand for the Wood White’ project being led by
Rhona Goddard with huge support from the branch.
It is great to see the butterfly respond to all this work on
the ground and to turn up in areas where specific
habitat improvements have taken place. A great result
and a worthy winner of Butterfly of the Year 2016. To
find out how you can become involved in helping the
Wood White see Dates for your Diary in this issue of
The Comma or contact Rhona Goddard (contact details
on inside back cover).
Finally, an appeal to Transect Walkers from John Tilt

– can you please enter your data into the on-line system
as soon as possible so that we can analyse the data.

Article by Mike Williams

Wood White (Lucy Lewis)

Red Admiral 
(Lucy Lewis)

Peacock  
(Stephen Lewis)
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The West Midlands Branch and I
have been involved in the Wyre

Forest for many years, and today the
forest stands as a fantastic example
of how landscape scale conservation
and working in partnership can 
bring real benefits to butterflies and
moths, and a range of other wildlife.

Diversity
The Wyre Forest is not only special as
a large area of ancient woodland,
but also because it supports a diverse
array of habitats both within and

around it. These include unimproved
meadows, orchards, two permanent
corridors of open space (a water
pipeline and a former railway 
line), as well as wet flush habitats
often associated with streams 
linking into the Dowles Brook. This
diversity means it supports many rare 
species such as Noble Chafer,
Redstart, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker,
Dormouse and White-clawed
Crayfish. The Wyre also has an
association with John Ruskin,
Victorian art critic, social reformer,
environmentalist and philanthropist,
and the organisation he founded, The
Guild of St George, still manages
land within the forest. 

100 sites
Within the West Midlands region the
forest tops the list in terms of the
priority butterfly and moth species it
supports. The Wyre is now well
known for the Pearl-bordered

Fritillary, which has been
extensively monitored in the forest
since 2002 and has been the focus
of several funded management
projects since 2007. During this
period, it has been recorded on over
100 sites both within the main forest
block and in the wider area, and it
is still colonising new areas of habitat
as they become available. What is
less well known is that the Small
Pearl-bordered Fritillary has also
benefitted from the management
projects, and it is regularly recorded
from over 20 sites annually without
receiving any special attention. 
The Dark Green Fritillary has
reappeared in the forest recently,
and we would like to think this is the
consequence of more and better
managed open space rather than an
unauthorised release.

Butterfly Group
The two most threatened butterflies in
the Wyre Forest are currently the
Wood White and the Grizzled
Skipper. Despite our best efforts, the
Wood White has failed to extend its
range, and still only exists in one
small area of the forest. Grizzled

Skipper numbers have not increased,
despite management work directed
at improving its habitat, largely
because this work has just not 
been extensive enough. Butterfly
Conservation is currently working
with our partners (especially 
Natural England and the Forestry
Commission) to address these issues.

Our knowledge of the current status
of butterflies in the Wyre Forest
would not be so complete without
the efforts of the Wyre Forest
Butterfly Group, whose work is
coordinated by Mike Williams. For
the past four years, around 30
people have been involved in the
survey and monitoring work

annually, and the number of survey
and monitoring visits has continued
to increase to a record 284 visits in
2015. Huge thanks are due to the
people, organisations and funders
we have had the pleasure of
working with for the past 14 years. 

Article by Jenny Joy

Martin Warren received 
a standing ovation 
Martin Warren decided to step down as BC’s Chief Executive
at the end of 2016, and he received a standing ovation. 
Martin became Butterfly Conservation’s first paid Conservation
Officer in 1993, working from his living room at home using
an Amstrad computer linked to a daisy wheel typewriter. In those
days membership was 10,000, but this year it passed the
30,000 milestone. He was appointed Chief Executive in 2003.
These are Martin’s own words on stepping down:

“I will leave the charity in good hands. We have a thoroughly expert staff, both in the conservation field
and the other vital fields of membership, fundraising, media and financial management. We have a
network of 32 Branches who co-ordinate thousands of local volunteers who contribute the equivalent
of £10m each year. We have a wonderful board of trustees who govern the organisation and make
sure we stay on course. My main job now is to ensure a smooth handover to my successor later in the
year so that all this good work carries on.
Although this will be a major change for me, I intend to remain active in the field of Lepidoptera
conservation and will continue to be a strong champion of BC. I plan to continue doing some part-time
work for BC Europe, an umbrella group that we set up in 2004 to co-ordinate effort across the continent.
We now have partner organisations in over 35 countries and I hope to help realise the potential of this
fantastic network of fellow enthusiasts. I also plan to conduct some research on European butterflies
and hopefully spend a little more time in the field.
I wish everyone involved in Butterfly Conservation, and its many partner organisations, every success
in the future. We live in very difficult and uncertain times but our work has never been more important:
to ensure a brighter future for our wildlife and for the environment on which we all ultimately depend."

As a parting gift from all 32 Branches Martin received Bernard Watts’ magnum opus on European
Butterflies….and in the New Year’s Honours list he received an OBE for services to the environment. 
Richly deserved!

Live Wyre and All Up-standing 
Jenny Joy, West Midlands Senior Regional Officer, is
passionate about the Wyre Forest, and she explained why. 

Jenny Joy  (Nigel Symington)

Rhona Goddard at the Wood
White stand (Stephen Lewis)

The Branch stall was very popular  (Stephen Lewis)
Martin Warren with his leaving
gift (Nigel Symington)

Butterfly Conservation’s AGM and Members’ Day in Nottingham 
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There were early records of Brimstone, Small
Tortoiseshell , Comma and Peacock from Ian

Draycott (Great Doward), and plenty of records of
Orange-tip were received from all over the county.
Grizzled Skipper is rare in Herefordshire, but it 
was recorded from White Rocks Herefordshire Wildlife
Trust reserve and Ewyas Harold Common, with a
maximum count of 14 carried out by Doug Lloyd of
HWT on White Rocks on 16th May. Dingy Skipper
was recorded from Little Doward by Ian Draycott, and
from Ewyas Harold Common by Ian Hart with a
maximum count of 4.

Pearl-bordered Fritillary numbers at Ewyas Harold
reached a fantastic 70 on 12th May. Wendy
McKelliget and her group on Coppett Hill counted 
11 in May, whereas the Haugh Wood population
seems to be in decline, with a maximum of 4 seen.

The earliest record for Wood White was on 7th May
from Wigmore Rolls from Andrew Hurcomb.There

were good numbers in Haugh Wood, both North and
South, with Evan Bowen-Jones of HWT recording 
25 on 24th May. This number was exceeded on 30th
July at Wigmore Rolls, where a total of 35 was
recorded by Robin Hemming and myself. Late records
of Wood White were received from Lyonshall,
Checkley, Haugh Wood and Wigmore Rolls, where
Beryl Petters counted 6 on 17th August.

50 Common Blue were recorded by Ian Hart on 3rd
June at Ewyas Harold BC reserve, followed by 25 at
Marises HWT reserve and 20 at Cethins Land HWT
reserve on 10th June. Smaller numbers of 2nd brood
were seen at Checkley, Hampton Bishop, The Parks
and Newton St Margarets. Holly Blue was found only
in very small numbers in contrast to some other parts of
the West Midlands.

A solitary record of Dark Green Fritillary was
submitted by Kelvin Richards from Ewyas Harold
Common on 24th June. July saw good numbers of

Marbled White, with Pat Roberts recording 20 at
Ewyas Harold Common, and Doug Lloyd a wonderful
48 from Wessington Pasture, a HWT reserve in the
Woolhope Dome. Ian Hart counted 30 from Ewyas
Harold BC reserve on 3rd July.

The Skipper identification day held at Wessington
Pasture on the 19th July, the hottest day of the year, and
ably led by Mike Williams, saw 13 Essex Skippers
being positively identified, as well as 30 Small
Skipper. There was a late record of Essex Skipper
from Checkley on 6th August.

30 Silver-Washed Fritillary were recorded at
Wigmore Rolls on 30th July by Robin Hemming and
myself, a number just exceeded by Beryl Petters on
31st July with a wonderful 33. Jane Wise found 2 of
the valezina form nectaring in Haugh Wood on 23rd
August. Wigmore Rolls also turned up a single Wall,
recorded by John Quinton-Adams of Lyonshall
on12th August.

The rapidly declining Small Copper was seen by
John Quinton-Adams in his garden on 24th April.
Ian Draycott found one in his garden on 7th August, as
I did. Jeremy and Katherine Soulsby found Small
Copper on 22nd August at Hampton Bishop.

August showed some slight improvement in numbers of
Red Admirals and Painted Ladies, but there seemed
to be a worrying lack of Commas and Small
Tortoiseshells. Ringlets were plentiful as ever, with a
count of 80 by Doug Lloyd from Wessington on 5th
July. There were plenty of Large, Small and Green-
veined Whites.

Article by Bob Hall

Common Blue (Debbie Hotchkiss)

Gatekeepers (Bob Hall)

Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
(Lucy  Lewis)

Herefordshire Butterfly
Records Summer 2016

Bob Hall crunches the numbers in Herefordshire. 

I will be continuing to encourage butterfly records from Herefordshire in 2017.  As purchasers of our new book

will have seen, there are gaps in the distribution of even some of the commoner species to fill.  If you would like

to be involved in recording please contact me on randphall@gmail.com or 01432 850623.
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2016 saw the tenth anniversary of Butterfly
Conservation’s purchase of the western
half of Prees Heath Common. 

The reserve was purchased from a property
speculation company based in the Channel Islands

called Prees Heath Ltd, following a 20 year campaign
led by the Branch, on 30th May 2006. Many Branch
members contributed to the public appeal to buy the
site (and it’s never too late to thank them all again),
which raised £69,000, a significant proportion of the
eventual purchase price of £240,000. So how was
the tenth birthday celebrated?

BioBlitz
On Sunday 29th May we held a family-friendly
BioBlitz, with 45 people attending, and a good mix
of families and wildlife experts. Among the many
highlights was the first record since purchase of a
Dingy Skipper, and Water Scorpion and Water Stick
Insect in the pond we created in partnership with the
Environment Agency in 2010. After much searching,
a Silver-studded Blue caterpillar attended by ants
was found, which soon became probably the most
photographed Silver-studded Blue caterpillar on the
planet (see front cover). Several Common Lizards were
seen basking on concrete from the old airfield runway.
Afterwards I donned an apron as we held a BBQ by

Shropshire Reserve Celebrates its Tenth Birthday

the control tower and enjoyed some sky watching with
members of the Shropshire Astronomical Society.

Moth Night in June provided a catch of 54 species,
including some new to the reserve list since purchase,
such as Bird’s Wing, Ghost Moth, Seraphim and
Peach Blossom. 10 people came to the Moth
Breakfast held the following morning when the trap
was opened. The theme of Moth Night nationally was

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 Lizards on the runway concrete (Kate Long)

Bird's Wing (Stephen Lewis) 

BioBlitzers begin the celebrations (Lucy Lewis)

Small Elephant Hawkmoth (Lucy Lewis)BBQ by the former RAF control tower following the   BioBlitz (Kirsty Brown)

Dingy Skipper on Bird’s-foot Trefoil (Stephen Lewis)

Winter 2016/2017 17
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

Hawkmoths, and we saw three, Elephant, Small
Elephant and Poplar. A Skinner trap was loaned to
a family who came to the event to further their interest
in moths.   

Silver-studded Bonanza
It has been a good year for the Silver-studded Blue.
The single-species transect count was the highest for
3 years, and on the morning of Wednesday 6th July
ten volunteers counted a total of 2,954 Silver-studded
Blues on the reserve and adjacent areas that 
support part of the colony. This included 221 counted
by dedicated volunteer Gavin Woodman on the
Hangars Field, the first of the former arable areas we
are restoring to heathland. Looking at the results from
the all-species transect, it was the second highest year
in terms of the total number of butterflies counted since
the transect was established in 2009. It was a good
year for the Small Copper, especially at the end of
the season, but numbers of the Small Heath, which
is declining nationally, continued their downward
trend. People visit the reserve to see the butterflies from
far and wide – this year we met people from Inverness
in Scotland, Kilkenny in the Irish Republic and Kent.

Pupils in Years 3 and 4 at Prees Primary School
worked for their John Muir Awards this year and

enjoyed two sessions on the reserve. In the spring
they planted mixed species of trees along the
reserve’s eastern boundary to screen off a mesh 
fence that has been installed by the neighbouring
landowner. In July they came to see the Silver-studded
Blues, tried to count them, and learnt about their
amazing life cycle and their heathland habitat as
well as doing some pond dipping. In the afternoon
back at school they role-played being Silver-studded
Blue caterpillars, ants (friends of the caterpillars), and
wasps and spiders (enemies).

Bats in the tower
The Silver-studded Blue guided walk is held on the first
Sunday in July at 2pm, and, now that it has been
restored, we also have the former RAF control tower
open for the day. 30 people attended and, as with
all the events we have held this year, the weather was
favourable. Brown Long-eared Bats have been found
roosting this year in the tower behind some of the
structures we installed for them, which now means we
have to restrict access to certain areas of the building.
Over-wintering Peacocks, Small Tortoiseshells and

Herald moths are now using the building. 
A photographic workshop was held on the reserve

during the Silver-studded Blue flight season in July, led
by award winning photographer Mark Sisson. This
was the second time this has been held, and has
proved very popular. In October a Kingfisher was seen
visiting the pond, another new record for the reserve

.  
Weeds
It has not all been good news however. Weed control

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20

Pond Dipping (Stephen Lewis) 
Opening the moth trap and watching  
them fly away (Lucy Lewis) Silver-studded Blues (Les Price)

Watching the caterpillar and the ants (Kirsty Brown) Prees Primary School students (Stephen Lewis)
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remains a major challenge, especially in the area to the
south of the pond where the spoil containing the
enriched soils from the excavation of the pond was
spread. The Hangars field, the first area we restored,
has witnessed an infestation of Heather Beetle which
might be killing some of the heather – hopefully there is
sufficient seed now to enable it to regenerate, and
reducing the heather cover, which has become very tall
in places, may be no bad thing as far as the Silver-
studded Blue and the ants are concerned. The volunteers
have done excellent work in clearing Silver Birch
seedlings and saplings which have colonised the
restoration areas, using our new Tree-popper tools. The
Branch made a financial contribution towards repairs to
the access track towards the southern end of the reserve.  

Partnerships
Dr Phil Putwain carried out some more soil analysis for
us this year, and concluded that the results were good
apart from some increased pH levels on the Hangars
field, which will now be monitored more closely. As
well as this we are establishing a long term partnership
with Harper Adams University for their undergraduate
students to carry out survey work. The heathland
restoration project was featured as a case study in the
State of Nature 2016 England Report (not to be
confused with the UK Report) compiled by more than

Many thanks to all the volunteers who have helped at all the events and work parties, and to our 
partners Shropshire Wildlife Trust, Natural England and the Meres & Mosses Landscape Partnership
Scheme. Thanks alsoto Lucy Morton, BC Reserves Officer, who has arranged contractors to carry out
weed control, and to Phil Putwain who continues to advise us on the restoration of the heathland. 

40 nature conservation organisations – follow this 
link to see more: http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites
/default/files/stateofnature2016_england_1_sept_p
ages.pdf  

I continue to give illustrated talks about the reserve,
the most recent being at Ness Botanic Gardens on the
Wirral, and arrange guided walks for various
community groups – do get in touch if you are
interested.

Article by Stephen Lewis

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

Mark Sisson at the photography
workshop (Kirsty Brown)

Heather beetle larvae (Stephen Lewis)

Reaseheath College students (Stephen Lewis)

The Upper Clun Community
Wildlife Group in Shropshire

has been recording numbers of
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries
on several sites over the past few
years, and the Group has pro-
duced some significant data on the
fluctuating fortunes of the species.
The butterfly feeds on Marsh Violets
in its larval stage, and south-west
Shropshire boasts a number of rush
pasture and wet flush sites where
this plant is to be found. A factsheet
was produced a few years ago, in
partnership with the Community
Wildlife Group, providing advice
on management of these crucial
sites and this is still available via the
West Midlands Butterfly Conserva-
tion website. Sadly, recent results
suggest an overall decline both in
terms of numbers of sites where the
butterfly is recorded, and numbers
of the butterfly on sites where it is
present. This species trend is re-
flected nationally, as shown in But-
terfly Conservation’s The State of
the UK’s Butterflies 2015, which
can be downloaded from the BC
website. 

More Records Needed
Because of this, records are very
important, and we need more of
them! Volunteers with the Upper
Clun Community Wildlife Group
such as Dennis Twist and Rob
Rowe are doing a great job, but
there has been a decline in the
number of site visits to record the
butterflies in recent years. So,
please, help us better record Small
Pearl-bordered Fritillaries in the
Upper Clun area, a beautiful part
of Shropshire, and contact Dennis
Twist at dandmtwist@gmail.com
who will provide more information
on the sites where we need more
recording. It is only through good
monitoring that we will be 
better placed to take whatever
conservation action on the ground

Can You Help Monitor the
Small Pearls of South-West
Shropshire?

may be required. Dennis would
also like to hear from anyone
interested in helping with the all-
species butterfly transect at Bury
Ditches near Clunton, one of our
most important regional sites for the
Wood White.

Article by the editor and 
Mike Williams

Small Pearls of 
South-West Shropshire

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries
on Marsh Thistle (Lucy Lewis)

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary on
Ragged Robin (Stephen Lewis)

Marsh Violet (Stephen Lewis)
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Toad
The Trust members were surprised to
see how colourful and intricate 
some of the moths are, just as
beautiful as many butterflies, such 
as the Brimstone Moth, Mother 
of Pearl, Phoenix, Small Rivulet,
Small Magpie, Yellow-tail,
Riband Wave and many more. Our
evening concluded when John found
a large toad, which sat quite calmly
on his hand for us to view and,
happily, did not seem interested in
our collection of moths!  With that we
switched off the traps, recorded the
last few moths and potted up those
that we needed to take home to
identify in daylight. Thanks are
extended to the Shrewsbury and
Newport Canal Trust who allowed
us to trap ontheir site and to whom

we wish every success in their
endeavours to restore the Wharf
and the associated canal. 

Article by
Stephen and Margaret Mitchell
Shropshire Moth Group

hot spot for them and this was a great
start to the evening. Males usually
gather in leks, hovering over grasses
looking for females. We did not see
this spectacle, nor did the female lay
any eggs in the pot. When she does,
they shoot out as if from a small
cannon and are quite dry, rolling
around like mini ball bearings.

Olive
Another amazing moth to arrive was
the spectacular Poplar Hawkmoth
(Laothoe populi) that made an
appearance next to the wharf. This
is one of the largest British moths
and, depending on the season, may
have two generations, the second
being in early August. It comes
easily to light and will sometimes sit
happily on your hand. Caught in
several traps was the beautiful
Blood-vein (Timandra comae),
easily recognisable by the diagonal
pink/red line running from forewing
tip to the trailing edge. It was fresh
in colour and must have just
emerged as the pink fringing on the
wings fades to a dull brown with
age. An interesting moth was The
Olive (Ipimorpha subtusa). This
moth is described as local, which
means it is unusual to find but not
rare. Like the Poplar Hawkmoth it
likes marshy, wetland areas. It
overwinters as an egg and has 
only one generation, the adults
being on the wing between July 
and September. The larva feeds 
in leaves spun together high up 
in the trees. Presumably this gives
them some protection from 
predators like birds and bats. The
female moth was taken home 
and laid eggs before her release 
the following day. Her eggs are
particularly beautiful, being pink
with white fringes. 

The Shropshire Moth Group
(SMoG) arrived promptly at

8pm on 29th July to find the 
entrance to the wharf locked, but
this was soon resolved when a
neighbour fortuitously arrived 
home with his takeaway and let 
us in. After much discussion about
where to locate the five traps, we 
set them up and then took time to 
discuss the intricacies of trapping
with the members of the Shrews-
bury and Newport Canal Trust,
who had joined us for the evening.
They in turn took us on a tour of the
site and we were surprised to see
how densely overgrown the wharf
had become during the summer.

Owl & Ghost
Conditions were ideal, warm and
cloudy with only a light breeze. As

dusk descended bat detectors came
out and the slap, slap, slap rhythm
revealed Pipistrelles flying low
overhead. Then the unmistakeable
screech of an owl was heard,
followed moments later by the
cream shadow of a barn owl
swooping silently over our heads. 
It is thought that it may have nested
in one of the old buildings, as it 
did last year. What a treat! It 
boded well for the rest of the night,
and so it proved. The first moth to
arrive was a female Ghost Moth
(Hepialus humuli humuli) which
nestled in the grass adjacent to a
trap. The female is larger than the
male and is a honey yellow, whilst
the male is white. They used to be
quite common, but like many moths
and butterflies are becoming less so.
The Telford area seems to be quite a

Canalside Moth Trapping 
at Wappenshall Wharf

Wappenshall Wharf (Dave  Williams)

The Olive egg (Tony Jacques)

Poplar Hawkmoth 
(Dave Williams)

Blood-vein (Lucy Lewis)

Female Ghost Moth  (Lucy Lewis)     

Stephen & Margaret Mitchell
describe an evening with
SMoG near Telford.

Anyone interested in joining 
the group should contact County
Recorder Tony Jacques at 
rec-vc40@vc40tj.plus.com

Yellow-tail (Lucy Lewis)
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green hummingbird sat neatly not
2 metres away.  

European butterfly enthusiasts
worry about having over 40 
skippers to identify – in Costa Rica
there are well over 1,000, and
more waiting to be discovered.  

I was pleased to find the 
aptly named Two-bar Flasher,
Astraptes fulgerator, as well as
dozens of longtails, possibly 
dorantes or teleus – there are just
so many....

It was still early, and several
brightly coloured Parides were fly-
ing about, occasionally resting after

bouts of nectaring.
We also saw Pierella
helvetica incandescens
sitting on the forest floor. The
hind wing is an odd shape and
looks as if it has already been at-
tacked by a bird. A stunning black
and white heliconid, Heliconius
pachinus, took me on a merry
chase into the forest, but eventually
sat very nicely. 

No flasher
Back at the hotel, a young male
White-nosed Coati was
happily digging up the

main lawn, oblivious to
several guests who

were photographing him.
That evening we went on a

guided night walk looking for
tree frogs. Several were found,
along with a wonderful selection of
tarantulas, stick insects and katy-
dids. We were unable to use flash
as, apparently, it stresses the frogs
too much. This was unfortunate, as
we also found a retiarius spider

Costa Rica is sometimes described as butterfly heaven. Tony Moore describes a trip there.

Pink-tipped Satyr

Pierella helvetica

Leodonta dysoni

Two-bar Flasher

Greta oto

Mariposas in Costa Rica

European 
butterfly enthusiasts
worry about having
over 40 skippers to
identify – in Costa 
Rica there are well

over 1,000

At the end of August 2016 my
wife and I went to Costa Rica.

We started in a Cloud Forest near
San Ramon, and when we arrived
in late afternoon it was, well,
cloudy.  We were staying in what
used to be the President's summer
retreat, about 9 km into the forest
down a very rough track. During
the first evening the main hotel
building became a gigantic moth
trap. The weather conditions must
have been just right as there were
literally thousands of moths on every
available space – walls, windows,
floor – and it was impossible not to
tread on some of them. There was
everything from the smallest clear-
wing to enormous Rotheschildia
silk moths. Surprisingly, there was
no army of geckos relentlessly
munching through this bounty, 

perhaps it was too cool. Many
moth families could be recognised
– hawkmoths, tigers, noctuids
etc – but these species were 
generally two or three times larger
than their European counterparts
and more brightly coloured. 

Flasher
The next day began sunny and 
the butterflies and hummingbirds 
soon put in an appearance. While
I was waiting for the Delias-like
Leodonta dysoni to settle, a
beautiful little metallic blue and

Sarota acantus

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26
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been classified as a heliconid, but
recent genetic studies found that it
had a different number of chromo-
somes from that genus and it was
reclassified. I also finally caught up
with the elegant, but very flighty,
Julia longwing, Dryas Julia.

What a Cracker
In a wooded area a large, dark
butterfly was spotted, that settled on
a tree trunk, head downwards.
This turned out to be a Starry-night
Cracker, Hamadryas saurites. The
crackers are so named because
they make a crackling sound in
flight. Unfortunately this was too
high pitched for my ancient lugs! 
I tried to photograph it using fill
flash, but the pre-flash caused the
insect to open and close its wings
very quickly and the shot was
spoiled. I eventually found one

sitting in a little more
light and was able to
get a reasonable shot.  

Light rain started and, on
the way back to our room, I found
what looked like a small heliconid.
It sat beautifully, wings open at first
and then closed as the rain in-
creased.  A closer look showed that
it had an indented forewing outer
margin and was obviously not a he-
liconid. It proved to be quite an 
unusual find – Castilia ofella – one
of only three members of the genus
found in Costa Rica.

By the last morning the 90% 
humidity was beginning to affect
my camera's electrics, and I sat for
an hour with my wife's hair dryer
trying to coax some life into
it. I finally ventured out
with most of the func-
tions working and

had, what was for me, the highlight
of the trip. I was waiting in the 
shelter of a large tree when a tiny
butterfly flitted amongst the lower
branches. It was less than 10mm
tall and sat beautifully for its 
photograph. 

It was a stunning little 
metalmark, at first identi-

fied as Sarota gyas
(from Philip DeVries's
book on metalmarks).
This work, however,

has now been super-
seded by a very compre-

hensive 1998 paper on the
genus Sarota by Jason Hall – a

work of considerable scholarship
(pdf downloadable free, go to:
http://www.troplep.org/TLR/9su
pplement1/pdf001.pdf). It seems
that S. gyas is not even found in
Costa Rica, and my butterfly was 
S. acantus. Whatever its name, it
made a wonderful end to a fasci-
nating holiday. If you have the
chance, go there!

Article & photos by Tony Moore

realised the value of its natural
resources quite early on, and vast
tracts of forest have been preserved
as National Parks. Manuel Antonio
is one such and is very well looked
after. It was a bit too crowded 
for my liking, with dozens of guides
complete with telescopes and
tripods and surrounded by their
particular cohort of tourists. Three-
toed Sloths are easily seen from the
main track along with Capuchin,
Howler and Squirrel Monkeys.

When my wife left her rucksack
on the beach to dip her toes into
the Pacific, a raccoon shot out of
the undergrowth, unzipped the front
pocket of the sack and nicked a
plastic bag with two bananas. 
Opportunism! Butterflies were a bit
thin on the ground, but I did spot a
jewel-like Rainbow Grasshopper
on the way back. Although our

hotel was set on a hillside in 75
acres of rainforest, there was hardly
any access. The views were stun-
ning but I was not sorry to leave. 

We travelled by road and boat
to a remote resort at Drake's Bay 
on the edge of the Corcovado 
National Park on the Osa Penin-
sula. On the way through the 
village, we found a few small,
mainly white butterflies, which were
assumed to be some sort of 
Pierid. When I finally managed a 
photo, they surprisingly turned out
to be Veined White-Skippers,
Helioptes arsalte.

There were plenty of walks and
treks in and around the resort. The
gardens were planted with many
flowering shrubs including good
stands of Lantana. Both blue and
red colour phases of Laparus doris
were seen. This butterfly had long

Starry-night Cracker

Laparus doris

Veined White-Skipper

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25

Rainbow Grasshopper

holding its net at the ready, and a
butterfly I had long hoped to see –
the Pink-tipped Satyr, Cithaerias
pireta, roosting under a branch.
This was the best photo I could
manage with only a couple of
torches for lighting! When we got
back there were a couple of 
hundred moths around the main 
reception, but nothing like the 
previous night's invasion. The
weather remained essentially the
same, but we never saw the first
night's numbers again.  

I have always been fascinated
by glasswing butterflies since I saw
pinned ones in Birmingham Natural
History Museum as a child, so it
was a great thrill to find what I 
believe to be Greta oto on one of
our walks. There are about 30 very
similar species in Costa Rica, and
many can only be separated by
genital examination. 

Banana theif
We had a four hour road transfer to
our next stop on the edge of the
Manuel Antonio Reserve, about half
way down the Pacific coast. Costa
Rica is interesting in that the country

The 
crackers are 

so named because
they make a crackling
sound in flight. Unfor-
tunately this was too
high pitched for my

ancient lugs! 

Castilia ofella

Julia
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Dates for your diary

Butterfly Conservation’s National Moth
Recorders Meeting
Saturday 28th January, at The Midland Institute,
Birmingham. See the BC website for further details
and how to book.

Butterfly Conservation’s National Butterfly
Recorders Meeting
Saturday 25th March, at The Midland Institute,
Birmingham. See the BC website for further details
and how to book.

Ewyas Harold Work Parties
Saturday 21st January, Saturday 18th February &
Saturday 18th March. Meet at 10.00am at the
northern Cwm Hill end of Ewyas Harold Common
adjacent to top cattle grid (GR SO382302).
Approach from Abbey Dore off the B4347 at Grid Ref
SO384306. Contact Ian Hart on 01981 510259 or
at yellowrattle4@aol.com 

Garden Moth Scheme Conference
Sunday 12th March at Apperley Village Hall, nr
Tewkesbury. Go to www.gardenmoths.org.uk for
more information.

Grafton Wood Brown Hairstreak Egg Search
Saturday 28th January. Meet at 10.00am at
Grafton Flyford Church. Contact Simon Primrose on
07952 260153 or at simonjprimrose@aol.com

Grafton Wood Work Parties
Every Wednesday. Meet at 10.00am at Grafton
Flyford Church. Contact John Tilt on 01386 792458
or at john.tilt2@btopenworld.com

Haugh Wood Work Parties
Saturday 4th February & Saturday 4th March. 
Meet at 10.00am at Haugh Wood car park (GR
SO592365). Contact Robin Hemming on 01568
797351 or at robinhemming@btinternet.com 
or Kate Wollen on 07786 526280

Honeybourne Work Party 
Sunday 12th February. Meet at 10.00am at the
bridge above the disused railway (GR SP127441) on
the road between Honeybourne and Mickleton.

Contact Peter Seal on 01905 426398 or at
peterseal3@btinternet.com 

Malvern Hills Work Party
Monday 16th and 30th January to clear scrub to
benefit Grayling. Meet at 10.00am at North Hill
Quarry car park (GR SO 7711846931 Post code
WR14 4LT). Contact Mel Mason on 01684 565700
or at malverngrayling@btinternet.com

Monkwood Work Parties
Held on first Sunday of the month apart from
January when it will be held on Sunday 15th
January, and third Thursday of the month until
the end of March. Meet at 10.00am at the reserve
car park (GR SO803603). Contact George Groves
on 01905 620721 or at
george_groves@btopenworld.com 

Penny Hill Landfill Site
Sunday 19th March and Sunday 26th March.
Meet at 10.00am at the site entrance off Pudford
Lane, Hillside, Martley (GR SO752613). Contact
Mike Williams on 01299 824860 or at
mike@stagborough.fsnet.co.uk

Prees Heath Work Parties
Wednesday 15th February & Wednesday 15th
March. Meet at 10.30am on the access track off the
A49 opposite the Steel Heath turning 
(GR SJ557363). Contact Stephen Lewis on 
07900 886809 or at phwarden@sky.com

Scarlet Tiger Project Work Parties, 
Roman Road, Stourbridge
Held on the 3rd Friday of each month. 
Meet at 10.00am at the gate at the Stourbridge
crematorium end of Roman Road, or as advertised on
the notice board on site. Contact Joy Stevens on
01384 372397 or at joystevens@blueyonder.co.uk

Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre, Craven Arms
Feathers & Flight Day on Saturday 28th January
– The Branch will have an information stall and
display.

To ensure that Branch members and newcomers know what is happening in our region, event and
work party organisers should e-mail full details of upcoming events to the editor of The Comma at

phwarden@sky.com and to web-master David Green at greend@ormail.co.uk

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30

It was warm and humid. The sun refused to shine and
the cloud cover felt like a blanket over Mortimer Forest.

It seemed that most invertebrates were lying low under
an overcast sky, but a small group of enthusiastic
recorders gathered in the car park to plan a search for
Wood White in this special site. Rhona Goddard,
Project Officer for Making a Stand for the Wood
White, distributed maps and described the route
through the woods.

Conifer trees overshadowed the paths north of the
car park but a Speckled Wood soon appeared to
lighten the atmosphere. Further east, where a small lake
appeared surrounded by grasses and wildflowers, the
first Wood White flew low and erratically over the
vegetation – a male hoping to find a mate or to look
for nectar. Females tend to lie low or to lay eggs on
Meadow Vetchling or Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil, but
none were spotted in this location.

Courtship
Sexing individuals is tricky without getting close to view
the antennae – usually white tipped males and darker
tipped females – or to see their courtship display. Males
will approach a female and begin to wave their

Mel Mason searches for
Wood White Eggs in
Mortimer Forest.

extended proboscis from side to side making contact
with the antennae of the female (while occasionally
opening and closing their wings). Many encounters are
doomed to fail, as once mated the female will reject
any new suitor.

Away from the lake, the rides opened out to reveal
grassy slopes and a few sightings, but males dominated
the landscape. Further south we found more vetches
and had the first positive sightings of females.

Rugby balls
As the weather became
warmer and even more humid,
we began to look for egg
laying. The conversation then
turned to eggs in general.
‘How do like your eggs –
poached or fried?’ Certainly,
in these humid, sultry
conditions, these eggs were
likely to be gently poaching,
but a few sunny intervals
raised the temperature a little
higher and fried eggs became

a distinct possibility. We followed the flight of several
females until we saw one laying an egg on the
underside of a leaf on the upper part of Meadow
Vetchling. The shape is similar to the egg of an
Orange-tip – like an elongated rugby ball with parallel
ridges between both apexes. However, the Wood
White egg is white with a hint of yellow or green
depending on the light conditions, a poached egg
colour, whilst the Orange-tip is distinctly red or orange
like the richest yolk of a fried egg.

We eventually found five eggs by following several
different females. One egg was laid on Greater Bird's-
foot Trefoil, but most were seen on Meadow Vetchling.
Overall 36 sightings were recorded in about 90
minutes, with the likelihood of an even higher count with
a more extensive search. This reliable site has sustained
an increasing population of Wood White in recent
years through sensible habitat management.

Many thanks to the good company, expertise and
guidance of the recorders – Rhona Goddard, Mike
Williams, Ian Duncan, Tony Simpson, Ann
Hadfield, Richard Southwell & Liz Lloyd. 

Article by Mel Mason

Mike Williams looks amused as Tony 
Simpson explains why he has accessorised
his net with clothes pegs (Mel Mason)

Wood White egg (Mike Williams)

Poached 
or Fried? 
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Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre, Craven Arms
Growing Day on Sunday 5th March – The Branch
will have information and be offering guided tours of
the Pollinators Garden.

Staffordshire Invertebrate Science Fair
Saturday March 4th 10.30am - 4.00pm
Staffordshire University, Science Building, Leek
Road, Stoke on Trent, ST4 2AR Free admission,
limited free parking, opposite Stoke Station.
All invertebrate recording groups represented and lots
for the kids to do! See the Fair’s Facebook page or
on Twitter #staffsbugfest for more information.

Telford Butterfly Recorders Group
Thursday 23rd February at 7.00pm. Meet at
Severn Gorge Countryside Trust, Darby Road,
Coalbrookdale, Telford, TF8 7EP
All welcome! Contact Chris Littlewood at
chrislwood022@gmail.com or jjoy@butterfly-
conservation.org

Tiddesley Wood Open Day
Sunday 30th April from 10.00am to 5.00pm 
The Branch will run a stall and offer guided walks. 

Trench Wood Work Parties
Held on the fourth Sunday of the month until the
end of March. Meet at 10.00am at the reserve car
park (GRSO930588). Contact John Holder on
01905 794854 or at johnholder@tiscali.co.uk

Wyre Forest Work Parties
Held on the second Sunday of the month until
the end of March. An additional work party will
be held on Wednesday 25th January. Meet at
10.00am at Earnwood Copse car park on the B4194
Bewdley – Kinlet road. Contact Mike Williams on
01299 824860 or at mike@stagborough.fsnet.co.uk

Wyre Forest Butterflies Workshop
Saturday 7th June 10.00am to 3.00pm  
A workshop aimed at beginners on behalf of
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust. £20.00 fee for the day.
SO384306. Bookings in advance by phoning
01905 754919 or email
hannah@worcestershirewildlifetrust.org  
Further information at
www.worcswildlifetrust.co.uk/courses

Making a Stand for the Wood White –
Volunteer Work Parties
The contact for all the following events is
Rhona Goddard on 01746 762364 or at
rgoddard@butterfly-conservation.org 

Sunday 22nd January, 10.30am - 3.30pm.
Wigmore Rolls work party, Herefordshire jointly
with Forestry Commission, who will be providing a
BBQ. Meet at the site entrance on the minor road
leading west from Wigmore village (GR SO397688).  

Thursday 26th January, 10.30am - 3.30pm.
Siege Wood work party, Herefordshire.
Meet at Siege Wood car park (GR SO605343). 

Tuesday 7th February, 10am - 3.30pm.
Lea and Paget's Wood work party, Herefordshire,
jointly with Herefordshire Wildlife Trust.
Meet at GR SO595346 approx – on the minor road
(Hawkers Lane) between Nash farm (SW end of road)
and Wessington Farm (NE end of lane). Parking is on
the southern side of the road along the verge near 
the brow of the hill.  

Sunday 19th February, 10.30am - 3.30pm.
Bury Ditches work party, Shropshire.
Meet at Bury Ditches car park (GR SO331837).   

Making a Stand for the Wood White –
Heritage Events
The contact for all the following events is
Julia Walling on 01584 874636
or at julia.walling@btinternet.com
Further details will appear in the next issue
of The Comma.

25th April - Heritage Project launch event (location
to be confirmed) 
11th May - Haugh Wood Event, leader David
Lovelace
30th May - Haugh Wood, leader Martin Hales
1st June -  Croft Castle area, leader David Lovelace
6th June - Croft Castle area, leader Martin Hales
13th June - Wigmore Rolls Wood White walk, leader
Julia Walling
20th June - Croft Castle area Wood White walk,
leader Julia Walling
8th July - Croft Ambrey, Wood White walk, leader
Julia Walling
2nd August - Wigmore Rolls, leader Julia Walling

Dates for your diary continued

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29
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Celebrates 10th Anniversary

Butterfly recording in Europe
through the EIG is a success
story, with partnership being
a key element.

Butterfly Conservation’s European
Interests Group (EIG) now has

over 400 members and celebrated
its 10th anniversary in 2016. They
have worked with a number of
local partners in many countries of
Europe doing surveys for rare and
endangered species of butterfly.
Whether it is the Odd Spot Blue
(T. taygetica) and Dil’s Grayling
(P. orestes) in Greece, or the
Scarce Fritillary (E. maturna) in
Italy, or several endemic Spanish
butterflies, the EIG surveys have 

helped our collective knowledge.
More recently an EIG survey of 
Europe’s most threatened butterfly
the Danube Clouded Yellow
(Colias myrmidone) has helped with
the notification of parts of Romania.   

Website
Their website www.bc-eig.org.uk is
a very useful source of information
on European butterflies with links to
most European Butterfly websites.
There are species lists/recording
forms for many European countries
and downloadable guides as to
where to find butterflies. For France
there are regional guides.  

Article by Nigel Peace

EUROPEAN
INTERESTS GROUP

Eig Newsletter
Anyone who enjoys seeing butter-
flies on holiday will find the EIG
newsletters a mine of information
with trip reports and updates on 
taxonomy. Back numbers are on 
the EIG website. Membership of EIG
costs £10 per year in addition to the BC subscription. Details and 
the application form are available on www.bc-eig.org.uk

Spanish Greenish 
Black-tip (Martin  Davies)

Nevada Blue, Plebicula golgus ssp. sagra, only found in
the Sierra Sagra in SE Spain (Mike Prentice)

Odd-spot Blue (Mike Prentice)

Scarce Fritillary (Martin  Davies)
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