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Cover story
The cover photograph celebrates
the launch of ‘Butterflies of
the West Midlands’ and
Fritillary Ale, both of which were
produced by the Branch. You
can read more about the book
launch on pages 6,7 and 8.

Contributions
Please send articles and
images to the editor at
phwarden@sky.com.
Photographs should be sent
separately rather than
embedded in a document,
and of as high a resolution
as possible. The opinions
expressed in this magazine
are not necessarily those of
the West Midlands Branch or
of Butterfly Conservation.

Copy deadline
The deadline for copy
for the Spring edition
of The Comma is
Sunday 1st January 2017.
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t has not been the best of
summers, and a lot of
people I have spoken
with
are
seriously
concerned about the
near-disappearance of
the Peacock and Small
Peter Seal
Tortoiseshell. There is
speculation that the extremely mild winter
may have played its part, either by not
killing off predators or by confusing
adults and indeed caterpillars to wake
up and start feeding. On the positive
side some species have done well,
with good counts of Holly Blue, and
in places Speckled Wood. Marbled
Whites continue to extend their range
but Meadow Browns have been
scarcer in 2016. Why is the Marbled
White successful when we find that
other grassland feeders such as
Grayling and Small Heath are
contracting in range, in spite of scrub
clearance work to encourage the
finer grasses which are their foodplant?
We had a good walk in July at
Haugh Wood when we saw Wood
White
and
three
White-letter
Hairstreaks. For me this was a highlight
of a rather indifferent summer, although
the presence of Skippers in good
numbers at Highgate Common and
Small Heath
(Stephen Lewis)

Portway Hill was encouraging, after
finding very few on the Hollybed
transect.
But let’s be positive and look forward.
In many other cases we can show a
correlation between our conservation
efforts and the fortunes of, for example,
Pearl-bordered Fritillary, or numbers
of the commoner species on our
managed reserves.

Book
A great deal else is positive. Sales of our
book “Butterflies of the West Midlands”
have got off to an incredibly good start.
This translates into good publicity for BC,
and eventual income which is pledged
for the conservation of butterflies and
moths in the region. With these resources
I am keen to use the opportunity to
promote and secure urban as well as
rural sites. Money generated by the
Branch earlier in the year has already
enabled us to make a contribution to the
Wood White project “Making a Stand
for the Wood White” which will run for
three years. It is early days but already
we have enhanced information about
the whereabouts of this rare and
declining butterfly, which we have a key
responsibility to help, as our region is a
national stronghold. The next phase of
the work is to promote an increase in
range through targeted work based on
habitat assessments.
To focus on the book, at the Launch in
June our project leader Ian Duncan
reported that some 80 people had
contributed in one form or another. This
is a testament to our members which
helped us to complete the project within

the planned timescale and produce
an accurate and good quality
account of the region’s butterflies.
We have already had a very
positive reaction – you can read
some of the reviews on pages 6 – 8.
So even if you already have a
copy it may make an excellent
Christmas present for friends and
family. See details of our Special
Offer which includes one year's
free membership on page 6.

scheme has adopted a new
online data entry system and their
newsletter gives some tips about
finding volunteers. It requires less
commitment than a transect walked
every week, but is important in
completing a picture of butterfly
populations. Transects give us
extended knowledge of trends over
a period of years in key locations,
but we also needto survey what is
happening elsewhere. If you are
interested please support Scott by
Recording initiatives
offering to undertake a couple
I mentioned improving knowledge of walks. Scott’s email address is
of the Wood White’s range, and
scottm2512@gmail.com
this has been enhanced
The Branch is aiming to back
by developments in
up Bob Hall’s work, and
Sales of
our book have
Herefordshire now that
that of John Bryan in
got off to an
Bob Hall has taken on
Staffs, Tony Jacques in
incredibly
the County Recorder
Shropshire and Mel
good start.
task. This has done much
Mason in the Malverns,
to address concerns that
by introducing an online
the county has been under
system for casual records, which
recorded, and from monthly
will ease the task of the County
summaries distributed by Bob it is Recorders. Equally important, it will
evident we are now receiving more provide a more direct way for you
consistent cover.
to submit your casual sightings. And
Another piece of good news is
that’s not all – we are aiming to find
that Scott Martin has taken on the a system which will allow you to
role of Coordinator for the Wider see the outcome of your recording
efforts in the way transect recorders
Countryside Butterfly Survey. This is
a national scheme where volunteers are able to do. The latest UKBMS
walk a route twice a year on arrangement lets you see not only
randomly selected one kilometre your own input but that of all
squares in open countryside. The recorders round the country.
With regard to the money raised
information is fed into the national
UKBMS Annual Report. To make through the book, we have given a
life easier for volunteers the commitment to all of those who

Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468)
Registered office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham,
Dorset BH20 5QP. Charity registered in England & Wales (254937)
and in Scotland (SCO39268)

were kind enough to sponsor the
book to use it for conservation
of butterflies and moths in the
West Midlands. We have a
number of projects in the pipeline –
helping to boost the work of our
reserves’ wardens and volunteers,
contributions to groups who work
on other sites such as the Scarlet
Tiger colony at Roman Road,
habitat assessments to clarify plans
for individual species, and input to
work with other agencies such as
scrub clearance on the Malvern
Hills for the Grayling.
Winter is not too far away so
time to think about what tasks the
Branch needs to complete. At our
last committee meeting it was felt
important to keep an eye on a
number of activities and make sure
we focus on these:
• Book – continue sales and
publicity effort
• Membership and local groups
– better focus on new members
• Website – complete upgrade
exercise
• County leaders – continue to
seek a more local approach
• Recording – online facility
• Spending plan – to make sure
the money we hold is used for
the best purposes
2017 will soon be upon us and
details of how to purchase our
2017 Branch Calendar, containing
Andrew
Barker's
excellent
photographs, are to be found on
page 30.
Peter Seal, Branch Chair
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A chance encounter
rekindled an interest in
butterflies from Lee
Bellingham’s younger days.

Meadow Brown

Speedway

M

y current interest in butterflies
stems back to a chance
encounter with a brightly coloured
butterfly on the afternoon of Thursday 16th August 2012, while
taking afternoon tea, with my

A Black Country Tale
wife Gail, in a charming little tea
garden, in Cockington Village,
Torquay. The bright colours caught
my eye and so I took a few snapshots. On returning from our holiday I looked again at the images
that I had taken and realised that I
was unable to name the butterfly in
my photographs. A quick search on
the internet and I was soon able to
identify this tiny creature, which
was in fact a Small Tortoiseshell.
Encouraged by my success I
began to research British butterflies
and in doing so rekindled an interest from my younger days. I then
decided that I would try to find,
photograph and identify all of the
butterflies that I could find in my
local area. At first I had very little
success as I soon began to realise
that there are fewer butterflies
around today when compared to
my childhood. After purchasing a
couple of butterfly books and
reading up on the different food
plants and habitats that appeal to
various species, my hit rate soon
improved. Size was also something
that I had initially overlooked, so
when looking for the Common
4
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Blue I just thought that it would be
the same size as a Peacock – no
wonder I could never find one! A
field guide showing a life size
comparison of all the different
species really improved my success
in finding new butterflies.

18 so far
Living in the Black Country is far
from a rural life, but Gail and I
take our little dog Molly on regular
walks and we have found some
lovely parks and nature reserves, and
now we use these opportunities
for observing and photographing
butterflies. To date we have man-

Small Copper

aged to identify eighteen species of
butterfly locally, plus Silver-washed
Fritillary on Kinver Edge and a
further three -- Clouded Yellow,
Chalkhill Blue and Adonis Blue whilst at Beachy Head in Sussex.
I have taken to recording what
species I have seen in local parks
and nature reserves to help me
find them again the following year.
Saltwells Local Nature Reserve is
close by with its carpets of bluebells
in the spring and friendly Robins and
Great Tits, and here we have seen
Orange-tip and Holly Blue. Just
a short walk to Mushroom Green
and we have found Small Copper,
Common Blue, Small Heath, Small
Tortoiseshell, Peacock, Greenveined White, female Orange-Tip
and Brimstone. Haden Hill Park
in Cradley Heath provides ample
opportunity to see both Gatekeeper and Meadow Brown. The
Leasowes in Halesowen is a
good place to see Gatekeeper,
Brimstone, Small Tortoiseshell, Red
Admiral and Meadow Brown.
At Waseley Hills Country Park we
have seen Small Copper, Small
Skipper and Green-veined White.

While all of these locations have
provided us with ample opportunity
to spot and photograph butterflies,
my best area for success is a little
piece of open public land behind
where Cradley Heath Speedway
used to be. There is a variety of
trees, shrubs and grassland at this
location along with designated
footpaths for the public to use, and
we have been able to enjoy Small
White, Large White, Orange-tip,
Peacock, Comma, Speckled
Wood, Small Heath, Common Blue,
Holly Blue, Small Skipper, Ringlet
and Meadow Brown whilst walking
there, along with moths such as
Latticed Heath, Six-spot Burnet,
Burnet Companion and Yellow
Shell. Gail was also lucky enough to
find and photograph a Painted
Lady in this location, a butterfly that
still eludes me I’m afraid.
The Small Tortoiseshell and Red
Admiral, among many others, are
now both regular visitors to our
garden in the summer, along with
the Small Magpie moth and Large
Yellow Underwing, and they all
enjoy our various varieties of
buddleia, which we planted after
reading the excellent “Gardening for
Butterflies & Moths”, received when
joining Butterfly Conservation. We
hope to attract more visitors to our
garden as we have planted a
variety of wildflowers this spring. I
hope this will benefit local butterflies
and draw in a few from further afield
as my main concern is the fact that
we rarely see more than one of the
same species of butterfly. If this
continues then it must surely mean
the end for the local populations.
Each year, along with taking part
in the Big Butterfly Count and now
the Wider Countryside Butterfly

Small Tortoiseshell

Orange-tip

Survey, I make a conscious effort to
find and photograph a particular
species. While the Painted Lady still
eludes me, I had described it to
Gail in enough detail for her to

realise it was something different
when she found one and she
photographed it for evidence. So
far my own highlight was to
find and photograph a female
Orange-tip ovipositing. The species
that I thought that I would find
with relative ease, but have yet
been unable to, are the Marbled
White and Wall. My butterfly
photography is improving as I now
know where and when to find
certain species and I carry a DSLR
with a dedicated macro lens to
help me make the most of any
photographic opportunity. Now if
only I could do something about the
weather, then maybe we would all
see a few more.
Article and photos by
Lee Bellingham
Autumn 2016
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Launching the Book at the Wyre Forest
‘Butterflies of the West Midlands’ was officially launched
at Wyre Forest on Sunday 26th June 2016, with around
80 members in attendance.

T
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

he book, the first of its kind for the West Midlands, contains a wealth of
information, including:
Accounts of the life stages of all 41 butterfly species to be found in our
region, with excellent photographs
Details of rare migrants and extinct species
Descriptions of the main physical features of the region and its key
habitats
Information on the impact of climate change
A chapter on how to encourage butterflies into your garden
A history of recording in the region
25 walks highlighting the best butterfly sites in the region

Ian Duncan and Peter Seal, both members of the editorial team,
introduced the book and thanked the many people who had contributed.
We were delighted that Jim Asher, Chair of Butterfly
Conservation, and Martin Warren, Chief Executive,
were able to attend, and Martin congratulated
all those involved in its publication. A buffet
Membership Offer
lunch was served, and cases of Fritillary Ale,
Order a copy of the book at
produced by Bewdley Brewery in
www.naturebureau.co.uk perhaps association with the Branch, were sold, with
as a Christmas gift for someone
proceeds helping the Branch finances.

Special

and quote the code BCXMAS
(case sensitive) and the recipient
Guided walk
will receive one year’s free
Afterwards, minibuses took those present to
membership of Butterfly
a different part of the forest where Jenny Joy,
Conservation provided they
Senior Regional Officer, led a guided walk to
join via Direct Debit.
showcase areas where work to conserve species
such as Pearl-bordered Fritillary has been successful.
A Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary put in a welcome
appearance on what was a cool and cloudy afternoon.
Mike Williams and
Peter Seal promoting
the book at Webbs
Garden Centre in
Wychbold. Webbs
are the Species
Champions for the
Small Tortoiseshell in
the book
(Roger Wasley)
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“

”

Peter Seal introduces the book at the launch (Stephen Lewis)

“

A wonderfully informative book, so
well-written, and produced with Pisces Publications'
usual superb design.
Birmingham and Black Country
Wildlife Trust

Butterflies of the West
Midlands is a beautifully
illustrated guide to the
41 species regularly
recorded in the region.
Includes maps, 25 butterfly walks, and tips for
butterfly gardening and
photography.

”

NHBS (Natural
History Book Service)

Martin Warren, Butterfly
Conservation Chief Executive, and the editorial team.
L to R: John Tilt, Ian Duncan, Mike Williams, Martin
Warren and Peter Seal
(Jim Asher)
Jenny Joy (below) points out
the benefits of both bracken
and oak trees for the Pearlbordered Fritillary
(Stephen Lewis)

“

Members at the launch (Stephen Lewis)

It would be easy of me to simply say that, if you're at all interested
in the butterflies of the West Midlands, this is the book for you, and leave
this review at that. However, this would really undersell such a high-quality publication, in terms of content, format and production. The format, in
particular, makes for a very easy read and the content really hits the mark
in terms of the book's primary objective; I feel that I know much more
about the butterflies in this region. Also, the production is of the usual
quality provided by Pisces Publications and Peter Creed and team should
rightly feel proud of their work in this regard.

”

UK Butterflies website: www.ukbutterflies.co.uk

CONTINUED ON PAGE
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The book has been promoted at various events in the region, and
sales now exceed 1,000 copies. As Species Champions for the Silverstudded Blue, the Prees Heath Common Reserve Support Group
received a free copy of the book and decided to donate it to
Whitchurch Library. For those who have not bought their copy yet, or
who are already thinking about what Santa might add to his sack, go
to www.naturebureau.co.uk
Article by The Editor

Donating a copy to Whitchurch
library, L to R: Stephen Lewis,
Hazel Price (librarian), Julia &
Mike Gallacher (Lucy Lewis)

“

“

What is there not to like
about this book? It is a
comprehensive guide, the
appearance is attractive with
ample photographs of species
and habitats. The layout is
intuitive and the individual
species accounts very detailed.
Not only is there information
about the life cycle but the
historic status in the region and
conservation management.
I do not believe I have ever
seen a guide that included
photographs of every stage of
the life cycle for every species.
What I particularly like is the
encouragement to get out and
see butterflies and participate
in providing records. There is a
very nice section with 25
self-guided walks to this end.
Overall I am very impressed
with this guide and would
recommend it to anyone with
any interest in butterflies in
the region.

”

Shropshire Wildlife Trust

This major new title will appeal to members
of the West Midlands branch of the national charity
Butterfly Conservation, which is working to protect
Britain's butterflies and moths. The book will appeal to
butterfly enthusiasts of all ages and experience from
complete beginners to those who are already keen
butterfly watchers or photographers.

”

Subbuteo Books. Nominated as their
Book of the Month in June

Notice of Annual General Meeting
To be held at 10.30 am on Saturday 19th November 2016
at RSPB Visitor Centre, Sandwell Valley
All members of the West Midlands Branch of Butterfly Conservation are invited to attend the Branch
AGM on Saturday 19th November. In view of the fact that we cover such a large territory, it is
our policy to alternate the venue for the AGM between the different regions of our branch. Thus this
year the AGM will be held at the RSPB Visitor Centre at Sandwell Valley in the West Midlands.
This surprising oasis in the middle of the West Midlands conurbation can be tricky to find so repeated
below are directions taken from the RSPB handbook:
Sandwell Valley, West Midlands. B43 5AG. Grid Ref: SP035928
By road: off Tanhouse Avenue via Hamstead Road in Great Barr.
By public transport: nearest train station is Hamstead, 2 miles from the reserve. There are frequent
bus services from Birmingham and West Bromwich.
For more information go to www.rspb.org.uk or phone 0121 357 7395.

Agenda
Arrival and tea & coffee.
AGM
• Minutes of 2015 AGM
• Treasurer’s Report
• Chair’s Report
• Elections
12.00 Branch priorities, to include updates on casual recording and
the Wood White project.
1.00 Lunch – rolls and drinks available for purchase.
2.00 Introduction to Sandwell Valley by RSPB volunteer, followed by a guided
walk around the reserve. In the event of very bad weather Peter Seal will
give an illustrated talk about the Malverns instead.
10.30
11.00

We suggest you bring stout shoes and binoculars to make the most of the visit. The path to the hide
is well maintained but it may be muddy in the event of inclement weather – always a strong possibility
in November! There should be plenty of overwintering birds to see both at the spectacular visitor
centre and also at the hide. The reserve also includes great habitat for butterflies and moths with
some beautiful meadows and regular moth events are held, especially during the summer.
Look forward to seeing you there.
Joy Stevens Branch Secretary

The Lord Mayor of Birmingham at Moor Pool Heritage Day (Neil Gregory)
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Wood White
Survey Day,
Mortimer
Forest
(Dave Green)

Wood White ID &
Survey Day, Bury
Ditches (Dave Green)

)

Wood White ID
& Survey Day,
Wigmore Rolls
(Dave Green)
Wood White nectaring,
Branscombe, Devon (Phil Goddard)

Wood White egg, Blakeridge
(Dave Green)

The Wood White project is a
HLF funded 3 year project,
covering four areas in South
Shropshire, Herefordshire and
Worcestershire, and I was
delighted to gain the Project
Officer post in April 2016.
And what a summer it’s been!

I

n early May, I visited the East
Devon coast, just to get my eye
in before ‘our’ Wood Whites
emerged. It was a beautiful day
and thankfully the butterflies were
very obliging, perching close to
the path, with people walking
past, not necessarily aware that
one of the rarest butterflies in
the UK was less than a metre
from their feet. So I returned to
Shropshire enthused and looking
forward to seeing a West Mid-
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Wood White egg-laying
(Dave Green)

Making a Stand for the Wood White
lands Wood White, and I was
not disappointed.

A wealth of flora
We were very lucky in Shropshire
this year, for just as the Wood
Whites started to emerge in May
we had a few weeks of glorious
weather, just perfect for butterflies.
I spent the bank holiday weekend
monitoring Wood Whites, what a
delight!
In fact, during that amazing
weather in May and early June,
volunteers recorded Wood Whites
at a number of Shropshire and
Herefordshire sites, including Bury
Ditches, where on one occasion
150 individuals were seen during
just one visit! In comparison, during
2015 the maximum count recorded
at Bury Ditches was 42. Wood
Whites were also seen at a number
of new sites in both Shropshire and

Herefordshire this year, so all the
previous habitat restoration work
that Jenny Joy, Mike Williams,
Alan Reid and others including our
volunteers have been involved with
over the last few years has
probably resulted in Wood Whites
occupying new sites.

Second brood
Apart from sites where our
strongest populations occur, there
was only a small second brood
emergence this year. In early
August, Kerry Staddon, BC Media
Officer, visited two sites to film
Wood Whites. We were very
lucky with the weather and yes we
did see a few Wood Whites, with
Kerry managing to get some great
footage. I can’t wait to see the
final film.
If anyone has any Wood White
records for 2016, please let me

know. I’m always delighted to hear
about new discoveries in our region.

Project partners
I’ve been lucky enough to visit and
carry out Wood White habitat
assessments at a number of sites
this summer owned or managed
by project partners across the
region. I’m really pleased to report
that a number of the sites visited
already support areas of suitable
habitat, in some cases only very
small patches, but there is definitely an opportunity to work with
project partners to increase the
number of sites within the Wood
White project.
The 2016 summer events have
had a Shropshire focus, with a

number of heritage activities held
around Bury Ditches and at the
Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre,
home of Grow, Cook, Learn.
Approximately 40 volunteers have
attended these activities, resulting
in an Onny Meadows butterfly
survey group, an increase in
butterfly records for Onny
Meadows, and an increase in
Wood White records for Bury
Ditches, Wigmore Rolls and other
sites across the project area. A
huge thanks to all for sending in
Wood White records.
During summer 2017, events
and heritage activities will have a
Herefordshire focus and will be
based in and around Croft Castle
and Wigmore Rolls.

Looking ahead
Plans for the next six months will
involve Wood White talks in
Herefordshire and Shropshire,
targeted habitat conservation
works, volunteer work parties
across all three counties and
landowner workshops. See the
Dates for Your Diary section on
page 30 for details.
I would also like to say a huge
thank you to everyone who has
been involved with the project over
the last six months. Your assistance
has led to an increase in Wood
White sightings, an increase in
potential project sites and the
number of private landowners
involved with the project. All of
this would not have been possible
without your help and support.
Article by Rhona Goddard

For further information or to get involved with this project, please do get in touch
with Rhona on 01746 762364 or at rgoddard@butterfly-conservation.org
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Moths in Worcestershire in 2015
Little
Thorn,
Cepphis
advenaria.
Blackhouse
Wood 15/5/15
(Oliver Wadsworth)

Tony Simpson looks back at some notable records.

F

or the first time since 2000 there
were no new species of moths
recorded last year in VC37 Worcestershire. There were, however, 3
species recorded that had not been
seen for many years.
Rick Benson-Bunch caught a
Buttoned Snout at light at Darkham Wood in the extreme southwest on 22/5/15, last recorded in
the Rothhamsted trap at Pershore in
1973. There have been some
recent nearby records in Herefordshire and Gloucestershire.
Martin Skirrow caught a
Mediterranean Flour Moth Ephestia kuehniella indoors on 6/11/15
possibly having emerged from a
packet of porridge oats. Our only
previous record of this synanthrope
is from Kidderminster in the Victoria
County History of 1900.
Harry Green sent me a photo of
some larvae feeding in a web on a
red Sedum species purchased by

12 the Comma

his wife at Four Acres Nursery at
Pensham. I told him they were
Yponomeuta sedella only previously recorded in Foregate Street
Worcester in VCH 1900. I visited
there on 23/9/15 and found
many larvae in webs only on a tall
red Sedum and not on the green
leaved varieties. The owners readily
gave away their larvae! Many
adults emerged in the following
spring.

We did regular monthly moth
recording at Blackhouse Wood last
year and Oliver Wadsworth
caught 2 Little Thorns there on
15/5/15 and 10/7/15. Usually
a Bilberry feeder and only known in
Wyre Forest previously, it must be
feeding on other food plants in
this Silurian limestone woodland.
Also there we found unusually
large numbers of Blomer’s Rivulet,
Square-spot, Fletcher’s Pug
and a Ruddy Carpet. Oliver had
a female Four-spotted Footman
there on 6/8/15 which was
probably a migrant, but it is the first
time this species has been caught
in a possible breeding habitat in
the county.

Dodford on 16/8/15 (P.G.Smith)
and Tuta absoluta at Pershore-Avon
Meadows Wetland on 30/10/15
(R. Stott) were other notable records.
There were only 3 Silver Clouds
and 8 Garden Tiger moths
recorded in 2015.

Sedella (Tony Simpson)

Migrants

Other notable records
A total of 27 Drab Loopers on the
south Malverns on Chase End Hill
and above The Gullet Quarry were
the only recent records away
from MonkWood and Wyre Forest.
(M. Mason, S. Roberts, ANBS)
I found many larvae of Campanula Pug on Nettle-leaved Bellflower
at Blackhouse Wood and near

Sedella larvae (Tony Simpson)

Four-spotted Footman, Lithosia quadra.
Blackhouse Wood 060815 (Oliver Wadsworth)
Sedella web (Tony Simpson)

Sapey Old Church in September.
Pine Hawk-moth at Defford
Airfield 30/6/15 (Brian Harley):
Grey Chi in Hall Green (Alan
Prior); Dusky-lemon Sallow in
Malvern Wells (Peter Holmes);
Ypsolopha horridella at Defford
Airfield 18/8/15 (Steve Whitehouse); Mompha divisella in
Halesowen 8/4/15 (Patrick
Clement); Pammene spiniana in

There were some interesting rarer
migrants but generally low numbers of common migrants; i.e.
Diamond-back Moth 71; Rustydot Pearl 10; Rush Veneer 46;
Vestal 3; Dark Sword-grass
22, Silver Y 230, Humming-bird
Hawk-moth 14, and Small
Mottled Willow 22.
Mike Southall had more rare
migrants at Norchard than any-one else. There must be something
about the place! (Convolvulus
Hawk-moth 9/9/15, Gem
4/7/15, Scarce Bordered Straw
11/9/15, 3 Bordered Straw
12/5/15 and 11 & 13/6/15,
Small Marbled 11/9/15, and
Ni Moth 15/8/15). Martin
Hodgson found a Death’s Head
Hawk Moth larva in Badsey on
5/9/15 and there were 10 other
Bordered Straws around the county
(Dave Grundy 29/5/15, Peter
Holmes, Steve Whitehouse 13 &
15/6/15, P.G.Smith 14/6/15,
Jason Waine 20/8/15), and a
Palpita vitrealis on 17/9/15
(Steve Whitehouse).
Article by Tony Simpson
County Moth Recorder,
Worcestershire
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Lucy wielding a Tree-popper on Butterfly
Conservation’s Stoke Camp Reserve
in Wiltshire (Hilary Raeburn)

What’s in a Name? by Joy Stevens
(or a good reason to sign up for a moth ID course)

Introducing
Lucy Morton - Reserves Officer

I

have been a Reserves Officer with
Butterfly Conservation for 3 years, helping
John Davis, Head of Reserves, manage
our reserves nationally. I work 3 days a
week and was initially based at our Head
Office at Manor Yard, but having moved
with my family to North Herefordshire
from East Devon in February, I now work
from home. My role is to support and help
Branch Reserve Officers and Wardens
nationally with all aspects of reserve
management including implementing the
Higher Level Stewardship and the new
Countryside Stewardship agreements,
issuing grazing licences and contracts,
advising on access issues and
interpretation, Health and Safety requirements, and monitoring.
I previously worked in Devon as a
Warden for the National Trust, Reserves
Officer for Devon Wildlife Trust and Assistant
Project Officer for the East Devon AONB.
My family and I are really enjoying
exploring our new surroundings and I am
very much looking forward to meeting
Branch members and volunteers at work
parties and events over the coming months.
Contact Lucy at
lmorton@butterfly-conservation.org

14 the Comma

The Victorians, I understand
Gave names to moths throughout the land.
The intricate patterns of Carpets and Brocades
Reflect the décor of bygone decades.
Other names are hard to explain –
Confused, Uncertain, Suspected and Plain.
Whilst some are Beauties, others are Drab.
There are Lobsters, but where is the Crab?
Wainscot refers to panelling of wood,
But does Quaker refer to someone good?
And how ‘bout the Rustic, Neglected by whom?
Plus Death’s Head Hawkmoth, foreteller of doom.
Then Mother Shipton’s toothless grin,
And Maiden’s Blush hinting at sin.
Buff-tip for a twig-like creature,
Dog’s Tooth for a prominent feature.
Does Herald bring good news or bad?
And does Ruddy Carpet make people mad?
Prickly Thorns and sharp Dagger’s point,
An army of Footmen to take care of the joint.
Does Peppered Moth make people sneeze?
And has Frosted Orange been in the deep-freeze?
Leopards and Tigers lurk in the grass,
With Sharks on the prowl, hunting en-masse.
Fiery Brimstone, Dusky Sallow,
Brussels Lace and sweet Marsh Mallow.
Some bear the names of flowers and trees,
Others of animals, vegetables or bees.
Campion, Foxglove, Sycamore and Pine,
Juniper, Nutmeg, Chestnut and Thyme.
And then there’s the Drinker, which often seems dead,
Lying quite still on the moth trap bed.
Waved Umber was my first ever catch.
A single moth trapped, but still hard to match.
So rejoice in the names, whatever the reason
And raise a toast to our moths brightening every season.

Dark Green Fritillary is
something of a rarity in
Shropshire, but there are
two sites where the butterfly
is known to breed in the
vicinity of Church Stretton.

Dark Green Fritillary near
the foot of Batch Valley
on 18 July 2016
(John Powell)

T

he Victoria County History of
Shropshire (1908) noted that the
butterfly was present in the Church
Stretton district, and also in the

Dark Greens on the Long Mynd
Wyre Forest. Dr. Jenny Joy’s
survey for the National Trust in
1998 recorded substantial numbers
in the Stretton Hills. However,
individuals are hard to find and,
unlike some other species, only fly
in warm sunshine.
In 2014 7 were recorded from
the area marked as Cwms on the
OS 1:25,000 map, at the south
end of Caer Caradoc, part of
the Stretton Hills range. More
accessible is Batch Valley, which
intrudes into the Long Mynd west of
All Stretton. In 2014, 6 individuals
were recorded, and in 2015, 9
were recorded. In 2016, following
further monitoring in Batch Valley,
22 individuals were recorded, with

Jonathan's Hollow
(John Powell)

17 seen during the significantly
warm weather between 17th and
19th July.
It was assumed that all the
butterflies were males. They were
invariably
found
streamside,
engaged in patrolling behaviour,
chasing away other butterflies and
insects, breaking off to nectar on
Spear and Marsh Thistles (but
not Creeping Thistles) for a few
seconds. Studies suggest females
are more secretive. Mating takes
place at the base of clumps of
bracken where Common Dogviolets can be found, the caterpillar’s
food plant.

Batch Valley
It is difficult to estimate the size of the
breeding colony in the Batch Valley.
Jeremy Thomas in “The Butterflies
of Britain and Ireland” says that
“sites may be quite small in area
and often separated from the next.”,
and “although Dark Green Fritillaries
are generally seen in ones and
twos, the better sites support a few
hundred adult butterflies”.
Article by Peter Branson
Photos by John Powell

Location
Cwms

Batch Valley

Date

Number

22/06/14
29/06/14
05/07/14
12/07/14
06/07/14
10/07/14
22/07/14
08/07/15
15/07/15
22/07/15
28/07/15
01/07/16
08/07/16
17/07/16
18/07/16
19/07/16
21/07/16
23/07/16

1
2
2
2
1
2
3
1
4
3
1
1
1
4
8
5
1
2

All records by Peter Branson, apart from
01/07/16 by S. Butler, Strettons Area
Community Wildlife Group, and 18/07/16 by
Peter Branson & John Powell. 2016 records
were from the NT car park at SO455955, continuing over the cattle grid to the midpoint of
Jonathan’s Hollow at SO446964.
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A Walk on Highgate Common

After passing the pond we headed
north cutting across the heathland in
search of Small Heath butterflies.
Small Heaths lay their eggs on grass
species for their caterpillars to feed on.
The timing of our walk was well after the
first Small Heaths emerged around midMay, but there were still a few flying
around. We also caught sight of a Small
Copper in this area, a species that has seen a
concerning decline in the West Midlands over
the past two years. Carrying on north we crossed
Whitehouse Lane and headed towards the second of the
two ponds on site. Having passed a Small Tortoiseshell
on the way, our focus temporarily switched to dragonflies
with southern hawkers and large red damselflies catching
our eye. From mid-April to June it is also possible to see
adult Green Hairstreak in this area, particularly around
the bilberry patch to the north side of the pond on which
they may lay their eggs.

Highgate Common in Staffordshire is a heathland gem, as Vicki Liu explains.

Brambles

Small Skipper

I

Essex Skipper

magine a view with swathes of purple heather flowers ink. The Small Skipper in contrast has orange tips on the
interspersed with grasses blowing in the breeze, underside of their antennae.
patches of bright yellow gorse and small copses of silver
birch, criss-crossed by patches of bare sandy earth. This
Oaks
makes an ideal habitat for a whole host of insects, We took the track toward the more southerly of the two
particularly solitary bees and wasps that are easily
pools on the site where there is a small grassy embankspotted around the small holes in the sandy earth, and
ment to one side, and a patch of rosebay willowherb
for which Highgate Common is designated a Site of
underneath young oak trees on the other. Meadow
Special Scientific Interest. Located in South Staffordshire
Brown, Gatekeeper, Ringlet and Large Skipper were
and owned and managed by Staffordshire Wildlife Trust,
all found here nectaring on the willowherb, as well as
the lowland heath nature reserve also serves as an
Purple Hairstreak up in the trees, one of our target
important habitat for butterflies and moths.
species. Purple Hairstreak has a very close relationship
We started our walk from Pool Car Park, and already
with oaks, and can often be spotted walking around the
there were butterflies being
leaves and twigs high up in
seen before we even set off.
the canopy feeding on
Both Small Skipper and
honeydew deposited by
Essex Skipper can be found
aphids, or sometimes flitting
amongst the grassy bunds of
around the top of the trees.
the car park, most easily disWe were luckier. An inditinguished by the presence of
vidual was perching at
black tips on the underside of
head height, right next to
the antennae of the Essex
the path; we could not
Swathes of purple heather
Skipper, almost as though
have asked for a more
they have been dipped in
obliging butterfly!

16 the Comma

Skirting around the pond we joined part of the
Staffordshire Way as the habitat changed to woodland.
Going east and then north took us through deciduous
oak and birch woodland that is filled with honeysuckle
and bramble, ideal for White Admirals. The odd elm
tree also gives the opportunity to spot the small
population of White-letter Hairstreak that is recorded
here. Unfortunately the hairstreak evaded us, but we
finally found the White Admiral as well as Greenveined White around the base of Brandt’s Hill in a sunny
clearing that was full of bramble in full flower. Brandt’s
Hill itself was brimming with Marbled White too, the most
I had ever seen on the Common.
Having now reached the most northerly part of the
Common, we took our walk back southwards toward the
car park, winding through more woodland and heathland patches. Single Large White and Comma butterflies were spotted, as well as bloody-nosed beetles,
grasshoppers, and more dragonflies. In all that took
our butterfly count to 15, not bad for a couple of hours
walking, but not surprising given that Highgate Common
is home to over 5,000 different types of insect.
Article and photos by
Vicki Liu

Purple Hairstreak

Small Heath

Bloody-nosed Beetle
Autumn 2016
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Bog Fritillary (John Maddocks)

In the pine forests (Stephen Lewis)

Cranberry Blue (John Maddocks)

Babochki in Belarus
In June this year a group from the West Midlands and
further beyond led by Mike Williams, Branch Committee
member, spent eight days in Belarus with Gabor Orban of
Ecotours, his wife Andrea and a Belarusian entomologist
from the Science Academy in Minsk, Anatoli Kulak, who
spoke almost no English.

F
Yellow-legged Tortoiseshell
(John Maddocks)

False Ringlet (Stephen Lewis)
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ull information about the butterfly fauna of Belarus is lacking,
so one of the main aims of the trip
was to provide records, especially
of less common species according
to the European Red List of Butterflies, and also to raise awareness
of the conservation of butterflies
in Belarus.
Three very different areas of
the country were visited, the first
of which was part of Europe’s
last area of primeval forest,
Bialowieza, which straggles the
Polish border, where hunting still
prevails. Sadly the weather was
not kind when we were there, but
the forest had a very natural and

untouched feel to it, and we did
manage to see a herd of Bison,
Europe’s heaviest land mammal, a
pair of Collared Flycatchers, and
Anatoli found a very rare beetle
under the bark of a fallen tree.

Wetland
The sun shone for the next few
days and butterflying began in
earnest. We drove to another
National Park, Prypiatski in the
south east of the country. Before
we got there, a lunchtime stop in
a meadow full of butterflies turned
up three Coppers – Scarce,
Sooty and Purple-shot – as well
as Hungarian Glider and the

endangered False Ringlet. With
our hotel in Turov situated just 10
minutes’ walk from the broad
Prypiat River, early morning bird
walks starting at 5.00am were
arranged, and a number of warblers were seen – Marsh, Barred
and Grasshopper – on the flood
meadows. At a nearby wetland in
the morning we saw Eastern Bath
White, Lesser Marbled Fritillary,
Large Chequered Skipper and
Lesser Purple Emperor, and an
afternoon trip to nearby flowery
meadows produced Purpleedged and Large Coppers,
whilst an Eagle soared overhead.
The countryside was for the most
part completely flat, with huge
arable fields stretching out into
the far distance bordered by pine
forest. The main roads were very
straight and well maintained, but
when we got off these we were on
sandy tracks with enough potholes
to damage the bumper on the
minibus, instantly repaired with
gaffer tape. One detour took us
to a wetland where we saw
Yellow-legged Tortoiseshell and
Moorland Clouded Yellow, and
we walked onto what seemed like
improbable butterfly habitat –
deep pine forest with thickets of
myrtle and labrador tea plant over

Purple-edged Copper (John Maddocks)

A herd of Bison (Stephen Lewis)

thick sphagnum moss – to
find Cranberry Blue and
Bog Fritillary. Another
detour took us to a very
remote spot (and how
Anatoli knew about and
found many of the
seriously
out-of-the-way
places we visited remained
a mystery) in search of
the threatened Danube
Clouded Yellow, where it
had
been
recorded
before, but not recently.

Danube Clouded Yellow (John Maddocks)

In the net
The Danube Clouded Yellow,
Colias myrmidone, is often quoted
as being Europe’s most threatened
butterfly species, with dramatic
population declines and range
contractions. We trekked through
a meadow, a wood and up
a steep bank to reach a
scrubby meadow with plenty of
the butterfly’s larval food plant

in evidence – Chamaecytisus
species, a type of Broom. The
group spread out to search for it,
with no luck for about 20 minutes
until a shout for Anatoli to come
with his net was heard and he
caught a butterfly. Close examination revealed that it was a female
of the alba or white form of the
Danube Clouded Yellow (which is
CONTINUED ON PAGE
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Black-veined White (Stephen Lewis)

Female Large Copper (Lucy Lewis)

False Heath Fritillary (John Maddocks)

Cranberry Fritillary (Stephen Lewis)

believed to use a different food
plant, Genista tinctoria, Dyer’s
Greenweed). Soon afterwards,
however, Anatoli caught another
female specimen, this time not the
white form, and it was accepted
as a Danube Clouded Yellow.
Back of the net, literally!

Bogs

Woodland Brown (John Maddocks)
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Berezinsky Reserve (Stephen Lewis)

Onward to our last base, the
Berezinski International Biosphere
Reserve in the north of the country,
where Brown Bear, Wolf, Lynx,
Beaver and Elk all live, although a
wolf footprint and elk droppings
were the closest we came to any

sightings of these species. En route
we stopped for lunch in a pine
forest, and a clearing provided a
host of species, including Blackveined White and six species of
Fritillary including Heath, False
Heath and High Brown – an illustration of what woodland clearings
here at home might have looked
like many years ago. This was
followed by a walk to a wooded
bog with a ground flora of the
Labrador Tea plant, where the vulnerable Scarce Heath was seen.
The bogs we visited were not as
wet as expected, and they were
wooded – no need for wellies.

Heath & Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries (Lucy Lewis)

The Berezinski Reserve is a
splendid place for wetland species
and a morning walk near the hotel
turned up Cranberry Fritillary
and a host of Painted Ladies,
before we walked through woodland spotting Northern Wall
Brown and Wood White on our
way to a bog where a rather
worn Baltic Grayling, uncommon
in Belarus, was found. Our target
species of Violet Copper, on
walks in the wetlands and along a
canal constructed by the Tsar to
connect two rivers to facilitate
navigation from the Baltic to the
Black Sea, proved elusive, but we
did see Large Copper, Woodland Brown (a vulnerable and declining species), Geranium Argus
and Tufted Marbled Skipper.

Interpretation
At the last evening meal of the trip,
after Ian Duncan had given a
speech on behalf of the group
outlining the highlights of a
fascinating trip, Anatoli, with

Alena the Reserve
Deputy Director acting
as interpreter, spoke
movingly of how much
he had he had enjoyed
eight days away from
his desk. Wildlife
tourism is relatively new
to Belarus and underdeveloped, but the
potential for the country
was clear to everyone
who came.
In the lupins (John Maddocks)
Mike is planning to
arrange a follow-up trip
next August with Anatoli to seek
other populations in Belarus for the
Danube Clouded Yellow and to
do habitat assessments, and also
to help Anatoli raise awareness of
the conservation requirements of
Belarusian butterflies. Do contact him
at mike@stagborough.fsnet.co.uk if
you are interested in going. Thanks
go to everyone in the group for an
excellent trip.
Article by Stephen & Lucy Lewis

Interested in going next year ? Contact Mike Williams
at mike@stagborough.fsnet.co.uk

Anatoli with Grass Snake
(John Maddocks)
Autumn 2016 21

Crossing the border
Marbled White

Keith & Heather Warmington step gingerly
into our region.

I was struck by how noisy and busy the traffic was. As
soon as we left the roadside, however, and walked into
the old quarry all was calm and tranquil. It wasn't long
before we were amongst the butterflies in species rich
unimproved grassland, ticking off the target species.
These included Ringlet, Small Heath, Large Skipper
and our first Marbled White of the year (this is one of
several sites for this species in Birmingham and the
Black Country). Mike is involved in the management of
a vital part of the grassland on site, and we were
impressed with his comprehensive knowledge of the site
and with the effects of the management regime on the
wildlife. The site includes a spectacular rocky outcrop
which holds geology of international importance (see
photograph below). Perhaps a link could be forged to
include the butterfly and moth interest in any geological
publicity and interpretive material? The site also looked
suitable for Dingy Skipper – perhaps a conservation
goal of the future?

Scarlet Tiger Project

After a pleasant walk around this Black Country
lthough we are members of both the West ‘oasis’, Richard dragged us ‘kicking and screaming’
Midlands Branch and the Warwickshire Branch (perhaps a slight exaggeration!) to sample a pint of
of Butterfly Conservation we live in Warwickshire
Ma Pardoe’s Original at the Old Swan Inn at
and so we tend to concentrate our butterflying
Netherton. A real flavour of the Black
We were
activities in and around Warwickshire, with only
Country, the surroundings and the beer,
very impressed
the occasional visits to places such as the with the achievement which Richard seemed to be rather too
Wyre Forest, Cannock Chase and Prees
familiar with!
of this community
Heath in the West Midlands region.
Following this all too brief
project... set up to
improve the habitat
An invitation from our friends Richard and
of the Scarlet
Jane Southwell to visit them in the Black
Tiger moth
Country in June and take in a couple of wildlife
sites and a traditional pub with its own micro brewery
was too good an opportunity to miss!

A

Portway Hill Nature Reserve
Our first visit was to Portway Hill Nature Reserve (part
of Rowley Hills) where we joined Mike Poulton who
was leading a Branch butterfly walk on the site. We
were in very illustrious company as Peter Seal was
also taking part in the walk (a former Chairman and
the current Chairman of the Branch on the same walk!).
As we stood on the roadside making our introductions
22 the Comma

Spheroidal weathering

Scarlet Tiger

Landscape
approach
brings rewards
Jenny Joy & Mike Williams describe a new
project in and around the Wyre Forest.

B
interlude, Richard took us to visit the Scarlet Tiger
Project on the Roman Road at Stourbridge. We were
very impressed with the achievement of this community
project which has been set up to improve the habitat
for the spectacular Scarlet Tiger moth. Our timing was
perfect with large numbers of the freshly emerged
moths on the roadside verge and along the pathway
of the old Roman road. The work being carried out by
volunteers to clear scrub at the side of the pathway is
proving beneficial to a variety of other wildlife and must
be encouraged. It is very reminiscent of the linear
disused railway line nature reserves that we are familiar
with in Warwickshire, and perhaps with some
judicious planting of caterpillar food plants and butterfly
nectar sources other species of butterfly and moth can
be attracted.

utterfly Conservation’s project in the Wyre Forest has
got off to a flying start over the summer. The new
project, which aims to work in partnership with local
landowners and conservation organisations, received
funding under the new Countryside Stewardship
Facilitation Fund. By working together through the
newly formed Wyre Forest Facilitation Group, the
goal is to achieve wider environmental and wildlife
benefits than would not be achieved if people were
working in isolation. Membership is totally free and
already nearly 30 local landowners have joined the
group and attended events.

Enhancing the habitat
Events so far have included training days on the
historic environment, woodland CONTINUED ON PAGE 24

Tea and cake
The day ended with chat over tea and cake in Richard
and Jane’s ‘wild’ garden which was full of wildlife
friendly plants and shrubs, and even had bird’s-foottrefoil growing out of the cracks in the patio paving!
So our first ever visit to the Black Country was a very
pleasurable experience, and it was great to see that
what is perceived as being an industrial heartland still
has room for butterflies and moths thanks, as always,
to enthusiastic volunteers.
Article and photos by Keith & Heather Warmington

Some of the kit used locally being demonstrated by
Nathan Holmes and Dave Llewellyn as part of a
woodland management training day (Mike Williams)
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management and wild pollinators. A
Squirrel Management initiative has been
started in response to increasing concerns
over damage caused to trees. Events have
been really well received with lots of
positive feedback.
“Fascinating and very informative.
Good discussion amongst owners”
“A very interesting walk and talk.
It was fascinating to imagine the vision
behind such an incredible project”

Catherine Collier of Grow
Cook Learn who manages
the Discovery Centre said
“We are delighted to be part of
this exciting project and are
grateful to West Midlands
Butterfly Conservation and CJ
Wildlife for their support. We
look forward to welcoming
visitors to the Garden and hope
that people will also take the
opportunity to explore the

An evening walk at Bodenham Arboretum where group
member James Binnian (red check shirt) explained how
it was created and how it is run today together with the
farm and visitor centre (Mike Williams)

for the first time to share information and good
practice with other local landowners.”
..the Wyre

Pearl-bordered Fritillary (Stephen Lewis)

Co-ordinator

Forest now
considered one of
the best areas in the
country for the
nationally declining
Pearl-bordered
Fritillary butterfly.

The group is co-ordinated by Butterfly Conservation’s Senior Regional Officer for the West
Midlands Dr Jenny Joy. Jenny has worked in the Wyre
Forest for the past 15 years, in particular working with
the Forestry Commission and Natural England to
conserve some of the important butterflies and moths
that occur there. This work has been hugely successful
with the Wyre Forest now considered one of the best
areas in the country for the nationally declining
Pearl-bordered Fritillary butterfly.
Jenny said “I am delighted that we have been able
to attract money to run this new project which enables
us to extend our work to the wider landscape. We all
know that landscape scale conservation is vital for so
much of our wildlife, and we now have the opportunity

Landowners

Future events scheduled for the autumn
include assessing squirrel damage in
woodland and orchard creation and
maintenance. A December meeting is also
planned when Rosemary Winnall, one of the
editors of the visually stunning new ‘Nature of Wyre’
book, will be explaining why the Wyre is so special
for wildlife and how good management on the part of
local landowners can provide extra benefit.
It is planned for membership to expand to around
40 and there is still an opportunity for further new
members to join the group. Butterfly Conservation is
particularly keen to hear from local landowners who
are interested in securing environmental benefits to the
land they manage and would welcome extra advice
and support.
Article by Jenny Joy & Mike Williams

For membership details contact either Jenny Joy on jjoy@butterfly-conservation.org tel. 01952 249325
or Mike Williams on mike@stagborough.fsnet.co.uk tel. 07802 274552
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butterflies and wild flowers in
The Butterfly Garden

Insect hotel gets buzzy
Butterflies and other insects are set to dine in style as a result
of a new project led by West Midlands Butterfly Conservation.

V

olunteers have worked with
Grow, Cook and Learn at the
Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre
in Craven Arms to create the
county’s first Pollinators’ Garden
and Insect Hotel. The plants have
been provided by local Shropshire
business CJ Wildlife based near
Shrewsbury.

Nesting area
The Garden includes specially
selected plants to attract insects,
plus a nesting area for solitary bees
and other bugs. Pollinating insects
are in serious trouble in Britain,
which is bad news not just for
wildlife but also for us as we rely
on insects, including butterflies and
moths, to pollinate the food that we
eat. Already the new garden is
positively buzzing with insects,
including many butterflies.

the adjacent Onny Meadows,
and to see what else our Centre
has to offer.”
.............................................
Holly Doyle-Wilday from CJ
Wildlife said “As a local
company we are always keen
to support worthwhile
community projects. This idea

Gardens can never replace
natural habitats but we can play a
part in helping pollinators by
growing plants which are rich in
nectar and pollen. We hope that
this demonstration garden will
inspire visitors to follow our example
and introduce a similar range of
plants into their own gardens.
Article and photos by Mike Williams

particularly appealed to us as
we are keen advocates of
wildlife gardening, and we
have already supported
Butterfly Conservation in the
publication of their recent
Butterflies of the West Midlands
book, in which we agreed to be
Species Champions for both the
Peacock and Red Admiral
butterfly, two of our best known
garden butterflies.”

The Visitor Centre
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Scarlet Tiger (Joy Stevens)

Scarlet Tigers’ Roaring Success!
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary
(Kevin Kernohan)

provided a profusion of red
campion, forget-me-not, celandine
and garlic mustard, which occurs
naturally along the lane. In
addition, bird's-foot trefoil has
established itself, together with
common vetch, different clovers
and other interesting plants.

Roman
Road
volunteers
after
wildflower
seed sowing
(Matt
Walford)

Changing seasons

The Roman Road site is a
tiger triumph. After only 2
years, the Scarlet Tiger
project in Stourbridge is able
to report amazing results.

H

igh caterpillar counts in the
spring gave sound reason for
optimism, and this was borne out
by the numbers of adults recorded
along Roman Road. During the
height of their flight season at the
end of June there were over a hundred in plain view. Counts were of
stationary moths only, as it was im-

Wildflowers at Roman Road, near where the photo of the
volunteers was taken (Joy Stevens)

possible to include those in the air.
They also seem oblivious to rain – I
was able to count over 70 during
a heavy shower.
We also sowed wild flower
seeds on the traffic island at the
junction of South Road and High
Park Avenue, near Stourbridge
Crematorium. The display has been

Meadow Brown at Westwood Avenue (Joy Stevens)
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spectacular – red, white and blue
in time for the Queen’s 90th
birthday celebration – augmented
more recently by yellow corn
daisies and mauve corncockle.

Long term
Similar flower beds were sown half
way along Roman Road and around
the sign. Whilst these are showy,
we are also trying to establish
long term butterfly habitat. The
area is beset by coarse grasses,
bracken, bramble and various
other ‘strangling’ plants. The aim is
to get a better balance to provide
nectar sources and caterpillar food
plants. We planted Yellow Rattle
last year which has thrived, making
a real difference in patches.
Hopefully this will bear further
dividends in years to come.
The second year of growth has

This year, butterfly numbers have
been disappointing, in contrast to
the Scarlet Tigers! Early spring
species were generally encouraging,
although Orange Tip appeared
very late – it was May before I saw
any – but eventually they were
flying in good numbers. It is always
interesting to watch the changing
seasons. Early in the year, before
the bracken grows, the celandines
take advantage of the light and the
first butterflies emerge from
hibernation. This is always the
easiest time to watch them.
There are also trees and plants
that have been planted by local

residents or escaped from gardens.
These include a vigorous wild
hop plant, which is very attractive,
winding around and up the trees.
Best of all is the deliciously scented
honeysuckle which occurs along the
length of Roman Road/Sandy
Lane.

Not all good news
Like all projects, it’s not all good
news. The bridle path connects
an urban, residential area with
fields, woods and the wider
countryside. Thus it provides a
right of way for leisure activities,

such as walking, horse riding and
cycling. Unfortunately it also
attracts a degree of vandalism,
and recently the outer plastic
containers of both litter bins at the
Wollaston end of the lane have
been set alight, leaving just the
metal liner.
We battle on, however, and
work parties will be resumed in the
autumn, in conjunction with Dudley
Council, when our focus will be
restoring the hedgerow from where
the russian vine was removed.
Article by Joy Stevens

Please help the Scarlet Tiger project to continue its great work by buying copies of the 2017 branch calendar.
All proceeds from the sales of the calendar will help fund this highly
successful and innovative community wildlife project.

Orange-tip
(Joy Stevens)

Elephant Hawk-moth
(Joy Stevens)

A Shropshire
Photographer
at large

Wood White at Bury Ditches
(Andrew Fusek Peters)

Egg-laying Grayling at The Bog
(Andrew Fusek Peters)

Mating Green-veined
Whites on the Long Mynd
(Andrew Fusek Peters)

To ensure that Branch members and newcomers know what is happening in our region, event and
work party organisers should e-mail full details of upcoming events to the editor of The Comma at
phwarden@sky.com and to web-master David Green at greend@ormail.co.uk

Grayling (Andrew Fusek Peters)

White Admiral at Dudmaston,
near Bridgnorth
(Andrew Fusek Peters)

Andrew Fusek Peters is a
locally based professional
wildlife photographer and
author of several books, the
most recent of which is
‘Wilderland – Wildlife and
Wonder from the Shropshire
Borders’, published by
Fair Acre Press. Go to
www.fairacrepress.co.uk
for more details.
He kindly gave permission
for some of his butterfly
photographs to be
published in The Comma,
and here is a selection.
I particularly like the egglaying Grayling – see how
the butterfly is bending her
abdomen! It shows that
sometimes the best way to
photograph a butterfly is by
lying flat on the ground, as
shown in this photograph
taken near the summit of
Mount Orelek in Bulgaria
when a group was focussing
on the Bosnian Blue.

Butterly photographers flat out
in Bulgaria (Stephen Lewis)
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Dates for your diary

The Editor

Ewyas Harold Work Parties
Saturday 22nd October, Saturday 19th
November, Saturday 17th December, Saturday
21st January, Saturday 18th February, Saturday
18th March. Meet at 10.00am, at the northern
Cwm Hill end of Ewyas Harold Common adjacent to
top cattle grid Grid Ref SO382302. Approach from
Abbey Dore off the B4347 at Grid Ref SO384306.
Contact Ian Hart on 01981 510259 or at
yellowrattle4@aol.com

turning Grid Ref SJ557363. Contact Stephen Lewis
on 07900 886809 or at phwarden@sky.com

Grafton Wood Brown Hairstreak Egg Searches
Saturday 3rd December, Monday 2nd January
(Mince pie/Mulled wine special) & Saturday 28th
January. Meet at 10.00am at Grafton Flyford
church. Contact Simon Primrose at
simonjprimrose@aol.com or on 07952 260153.

Trench Wood Work Parties
Held on the fourth Sunday of the month until
March, apart from in December when it will be
held on Sunday 18th December. Meet at
10.00am at the reserve car park Grid Ref
SO930588. Contact John Holder on 01905
794854 or at johnholder@tiscali.co.uk

Grafton Wood Work Parties
Every Wednesday. Meet at 10.00am at Grafton
Flyford church. Contact John Tilt on 01386 792458
or at john.tilt2@btopenworld.com.
Haugh Wood Work Parties
Saturday 5th November, Saturday 3rd
December, Saturday 7th January, Saturday 4th
February, Saturday 4th March. Meet at 10.00am
at Haugh Wood car park Grid Ref SO592365.
Contact Robin Hemming on 01568 797351 or at
robinhemming@btinternet.com or Kate Wollen
on 07786 526280.
Monkwood Work Parties
Held on first Sunday of the month, apart from
January when it will be held on Sunday 15th
January, and third Thursday of the month. Meet at
10.00am at the reserve car park Grid Ref SO803603.
Contact George Groves on 01905 620721 or at
george_groves@btopenworld,com
Prees Heath Work Parties
Wednesday 19th October, Wednesday 16th
November, Wednesday 14th December
(morning only, followed by Volunteers’
Christmas Lunch at a local café), Wednesday
18th January, Wednesday 15th February,
Wednesday 15th March. Meet at 10.30am on the
access track off the A49 opposite the Steel Heath

Scarlet Tiger Project Work Parties, Roman
Road, Stourbridge
Held on the 3rd Friday of each month, starting
on Friday 21st October. Meet at 10.00am at the
gate or as advised on the notice board on site.
Contact Joy Stevens on 01384 372397 or at
joystevens@blueyonder.co.uk

Wyre Forest Work Parties
Held on the second Sunday of the month
starting on Sunday 13th November and
continuing until March. Additional work parties
will be held on Wednesday 14th December and
Wednesday 25th January. Meet at 10.00am at
Earnwood Copse car park on the B4194 Bewdley –
Kinlet road. Contact Mike Williams on 01299
824860 or at mike@stagborough.fsnet.co.uk
Making a Stand for the Wood White
– The contact for all the following events is
Rhona Goddard on 01746 762364 or at
rgoddard@butterfly-conservation.org
Thursday 17th November at 7.30pm. Wood
White talk at Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre,
Craven Arms. South Shropshire and North
Herefordshire are now one of the few remaining
places in Britain where the rare and increasingly
threatened Wood White butterfly can still be found.
We invite you to join Wood White expert Dave Green
to learn about what is being done to save this
butterfly in our area. Contact Rhona Goddard.
Sunday 20th November, 10.30am - 3.30pm.
Wigmore Rolls work party, Herefordshire.
Meet at Wigmore Rolls (GR SO401678).
Contact Rhona Goddard.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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Thursday 24th November, 10.30am - 3.30pm.
Siege Wood work party, Herefordshire.
Meet at Siege Wood car park (GR SO605343).
Contact Rhona Goddard.
Wednesday 30th November. 7.30pm.
Wood White talk at Croft Castle, National Trust.
South Shropshire and North Herefordshire are now one
of the few remaining places in Britain where the rare
and increasingly threatened Wood White butterfly can
still be found. We invite you to join Wood White expert
Dave Green to learn about what is being done to save
this butterfly in our area. Contact Rhona Goddard.
Thursday 1st December, 10.30am - 3.30pm.
Onny Meadows work party, Shropshire Hills
Discovery Centre, Craven Arms. Meet at the
Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre (GR SO435825).
Contact Rhona Goddard.
Thursday 8th December, 10.30am -3.30pm.
Duchy of Cornwall work party, Herefordshire.
Meeting place to be confirmed.
Contact Rhona Goddard.

Sunday 22nd January. 10.30am - 3.30pm.
Wigmore Rolls work party, Herefordshire jointly
with Forestry Commission, who will be providing a
BBQ.Meet at Wigmore Rolls (GR SO401678).
Contact Rhona Goddard.
Thursday 26th January, 10.30am - 3.30pm.
Siege Wood work party, Herefordshire.
Meet at Siege Wood car park (GR SO605343).
Contact Rhona Goddard.
Tuesday 7th February, 10am - 3.30pm.
Lea and Paget's Wood work Party, Herefordshire,
jointly with Herefordshire Wildlife Trust.
Meeting place to be confirmed.
Contact Rhona Goddard.
Sunday 19th February. 10.30am - 3.30pm.
Bury Ditches work party. Meet at Bury Ditches car
park, Shropshire (GR SO331837).
Contact Rhona Goddard.

2017 calendar highlights
urban habitats
This year’s branch calendar is
being compiled by Black
Common Wainscot
Country branch member
Andrew Barker, who took all the superb photographs. It
is being produced to celebrate the importance of urban
habitats for butterflies and moths. So many of these
very special places, home to butterflies like Dingy Skipper and Green
Hairstreak and moths like the Wormwood Shark, are coming under
increasing threat – a fact highlighted in the new ‘Butterflies of the West
Midlands’ book. We hope that our new calendar will help raise awareness
of the importance of these so-called brownfield sites and encourage
people to support efforts to conserve those that remain.

Herald
Common
Blue

The calendar can be ordered for £8.50 (including p&p) or two copies for
£15 from the Branch Secretary, Joy Stevens, 54 Larkhill Road, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY8 3LN.
Please make your cheque payable to Butterfly Conservation West Midlands Branch. All profits from
the sale of the calendar will be used to support the work of the Scarlet Tiger project in Stourbridge.
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Herefordshire Gets
Beautifully
Marbled

Beautiful Marbled (Richard Clements)

R

ichard, whose interest in moths started as a child,
said: “I had almost finished checking the trap
and saw the moth on the one side. It was
instantly obvious it was something different from the
normal fare. I took a photo and sent it to Robin
Hemming, West Midlands Butterfly Conservation’s
Herefordshire Moth Officer to confirm the sighting.
That something with a wingspan of about an inch
can travel so far and still be in perfect shape amazes

me. There are quite a number of moth species that
migrate and some of them are quite common, but
few as striking as this one. It certainly gives the lie
to the idea that butterflies are the pretty ones and
moths are just boring little brown jobs”.

Garden moth scheme
Richard traps regularly as part of the Garden Moth
Scheme – a national group of enthusiasts who, by
trapping every week and recording the numbers of
about 200 common species they see, are trying to
collect data to enable long-term population trends
to be seen.
Article by Richard Clements, Robin Hemming
and Mike Williams

Robin Hemming commented “This is a fantastic find in what has been a
generally poor summer for our declining moths and butterflies. It is not often
that a moth entirely new to the county is discovered, and such a beautiful
looking moth as well. The end of August and into September can often be a
good time for migrant species, and in recent days we have had a number of
reports of moths like the Silver Y and Hummingbird Hawkmoth which fly over
each year from the continent, together with Painted Lady butterflies which
come from as far away as North Africa. The Beautiful Marbled, however, is
something very special”.

West Midlands Butterfly Conservation is keen for more people to take part in the scheme and
details can be found at www.gardenmoths.org.uk Records of other migrant species and records
of Painted Ladies and Hummingbird Hawkmoths can be reported online via Butterfly Conservation’s
Migrant Watch hotline http://butterfly-conservation.org/612/migrant-watch.html
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Moth enthusiast Richard Clements from
Bridstow near Ross-on-Wye had a big
surprise when he opened his moth trap to
reveal a species never before seen in
Herefordshire.

