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male Emperor Moth was
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The deadline for copy for
the Autumn edition of
The Comma is
30th September 2016.
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id we mention our
book, “Butterflies of
the West Midlands” in
the previous edition? For
those of you who have
already ordered your
copy, it should be
Peter Seal
coming through your
letter box any time now. If you have not
already done so you can obtain it at
the price of £18.95 plus £4 plus
postage and packing. Go online at
www.naturebureau.co.uk/bookshop.
Any money not spent on production will
be allocated to schemes for the benefit
of butterflies and moths in the West
Midlands – a pledge we made to our
sponsors. I’d like to register a particular
thank you from the Branch to Ian
Duncan in his long suffering role as
project leader, whom we bombarded
with last minute alterations.

Halesowen Wildlife Group
Mention should also be made of the
£1,374 kindly allocated to us by the
Halesowen Wildlife Group. It is the
Committee’s intention that we spend it
in their area on urban schemes, one
such being purchase of seeds to
establish wild flower banks. If you have
any other ideas for this money please
let me know. Also look out for Butterfly
Conservation’s project on Plants for
Pollinators in the early summer. To
promote this at a local level Vicki Liu
has arranged to have a stand at
Trentham Gardens on Saturday June
18th and Mike Williams has set up a
similar feature at Webbs Garden
Centre near Droitwich (see Dates for
your Diary for more details). These
are two tremendous opportunities for
promoting butterflies (and the book!).

Walks
Production of The Comma

You will see from the Dates for your
Turning to the production of The
Diary on pages 29 to 31 that a number
Comma, I’d like to highlight the of people have offered to lead walks on
significant contribution made by
some of the 25 routes featured in the
Trish Connolly Morgan in
book. Many thanks to those who
designing the magazine.
have arranged these walks.
...a number
I am sure you will all
I would like to highlight an
of people have
agree that the layout is
urban event that is easily
offered to lead
walks on some of
very clear and readable,
accessible to residents of
the 25 routes
and having such a
Birmingham and the Black
featured in the
well-designed publication
Country on Thursday June
book...
reflects the value the Branch
23rd at Portway Hill led by
places on the contributions
Mike Poulton.
made by our volunteers and members.
Please direct any suggestions for how Wood White
The Comma may be improved further One or two updates from last time.
to the Editor, who is also always keen With reference to the “Making a
to receive more articles.
Stand for the Wood White” project, the

Heritage Lottery Fund bid has been
successful and, as a result, Rhona
Goddard has been appointed as
Project Officer. I am hoping that in
addition to the work to secure the
population in the Wood White’s
stronghold – south Shropshire and
north Herefordshire – we shall be
given the go ahead to re-introduce
it in one or two other places. This is
a butterfly that is still declining in
range and numbers in the UK but is
bucking the trend in our region. It
would be great to see it return to
previous haunts in Worcestershire.

Successful meeting
Martyn Davies led a successful
meeting for Herefordshire members
on February 4th, and, as a result,
Bob Hall is taking on the County
Butterfly Recorder role. Martyn has
just published the first Herefordshire
Group Newsletter which all
Herefordshire members of the
branch should have received. This
is very encouraging as I believe
local groups are key to a more
effective Branch. One task for me
arising from the meeting is to
arrange for County Leaders and
Recorders to access lists of
members in their area, and I am in
negotiation with the Supporter
Development Team at Head Office
about this. Whatever arrangements
we make need to have regard
to confidentiality, and to the
Data Protection Act. So whilst we
want to find a means of better
communication we have to make
sure your personal information is
protected. If anyone has concerns
please do contact me. The good
thing is that Bob’s involvement
helps build a network of local
recorders and keys in with the
Branch Records Coordinator role

that John Tilt has taken on.
a national scheme where volunteers
One idea mooted at the walk a route twice a year on
meeting was work with
randomly selected one
One idea
children, which would
kilometre squares in
at the meeting
be an admirable way
open countryside. The
was work with
of generating interest.
information is fed into
children, which
I know of one or two
the national UKBMS
would be an
examples of visits to
Annual Report. Our
admirable way of
schools
and
other
thanks go to Nick
generating
initiatives in Herefordshire
Underhill-Day who
interest
and Worcestershire – is there
has for several years
anyone out there who might also
undertaken to oversee this vital
be interested in taking this forward? coordinating work. To make life
easier for volunteers the scheme has
New members
adopted a new online data entry
We need to think about new system, and their newsletter gives
members, how we attract them and some tips about finding volunteers.
how we encourage them to
But whatever you are doing to
become involved in the activities
help butterflies, first and foremost
of the branch. Some Branches do enjoy them. Also do please
have a Membership Secretary to send in any casual records to
make sure new members receive Nigel Stone our branch recorder.
information and are made aware His contact details are listed under
of events and activities. If you have Committee Members and Officers
joined in the last year, please study and a recording form can be
the Dates for your Diary pages. downloaded from the branch
And if you feel inspired send the website. I wish you an enjoyable
Editor a piece about your interests summer.
and what the Branch might best do
for new members.
Peter Seal,
Branch Chair

Moving the AGM
The other development that needs
a mention is the fact the Branch has
decided to move our AGM from
springtime to November (Saturday
19th November this year) in the
hope of avoiding diary clashes,
and to enable the Treasurer to
report our Income and Expenditure
Account closer to the end of the
previous financial year.

Coordinator needed
I mentioned recording developments
earlier and we now need a
Coordinator for the Wider
Countryside Butterfly Survey. This is

Company limited by guarantee,
registered in England (2206468)
Registered office: Manor Yard,
East Lulworth, Wareham,
Dorset BH20 5QP.
Charity registered in
England & Wales (254937)
and inScotland (SCO39268)
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Scarlet Tiger
Project Update

It’s all in
Black and
White

Joy Stevens' latest
dispatch from the
ongoing work at Roman

Jenny Joy highlights a new
project for the Argent &
Sable moth

Road in Stourbridge

O

D

ave Green will be undertaking a survey and monitoring
project on the striking Argent &
Sable moth in the Meres and
Mosses Landscape Partnership
Scheme area, principally covering parts of North Shropshire and
East Cheshire, this summer.
Argent and Sable are heraldic
terms that mean ‘silver and
black’. The white spear-shaped
markings in the outer black band
give rise to this species’ scientific name ‘hastata’ from the
Latin word hasta meaning
spear. The moth is on the
wing in the daytime in
May and June.

Workshops
While the Meres and Mosses
have traditionally been regarded
as one of the hotspots for this moth
in the West Midlands region,
there are very few recent records,
even on well monitored sites. Part
of the reason for this is that the

Argent &
Sable Moth
(Dave Green)

Community

Argent &
Sable
Caterpillar
(Dave Green)

adults are notoriously
difficult to monitor, and
therefore searching for the larvae
in the summer can be much more
successful. Another key aim is to
run workshops on this moth so
that more local people are
aware of its presence and have
the skills to identify both the

adults and larvae. We are also
hoping that this project may lead
to the discovery of new Argent
& Sable sites as a result of
management work which has
taken place through the Meres
and Mosses LPS.
By Jenny Joy

If you are keen to learn more about this moth and wish to attend any of the training events
(it is anticipated that the dates for these will be confirmed during April, and volunteers from anywhere
are welcome) please contact Dave Green at alpium@clara.co.uk, or
Jenny Joy at jjoy@butterfly-conservation.org as Butterfly Conservation is supervising this project.
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ur focus for our latest work party was to dig up
a further area of rank grass and extend the wild
flower area seeded in 2015. Sounds great in theory,
but in practice it all seemed rather daunting.
However, with the aid of Perry and Antony, part of
Dudley’s ranger team based at Leasowes, and their
industrial mower, plus a couple of extra volunteers, we
managed to rough up an area of grass ready for
sowing. Patrick even brought some wild flowers he
had been growing in pots which we planted.

As this is my first project, it is proving to be a valuable
learning curve. From the outset I have been keen
to present this not just as a wildlife project, but also as
an important community asset. Roman Road has
provided a welcome escape for me. Within easy
access of home, it provides a pleasant walkway
between ancient hedgerows, which are now showing
signs of age and the need for care. The bridle path
links the urban residential area of Norton with
Bunkers Hill Wood
and Norton Covert
and beyond. However,
trying to cater for the
whole community is
impossible, as everyone has their own
ideas on the best way
of
improving
this
shared asset. Mostly
we get really positive
feedback from passersby and we aim to
Patrick Clement planting
keep everyone inwild flowers (Joy Stevens)
formed of our actions

Work party 4th March 2016 – from left to right:
Steve, Phil, Wendy, Joy, Jenny, Richard, Patrick,
Perry and Antony

and the reasons by
means of a notice
board, but quite
often the message
doesn’t seem to get
through.

Large Yellow Underwing
larva (Joy Stevens)

Social media
Achievements this year include seeding the traffic island
by Stourbridge Crematorium with wild flowers, the
discovery of lots of Scarlet Tiger caterpillars munching
their way through the Alkanet, and (thanks to my
daughter, Jenny), being introduced to, or rather
dragged into, the use of social media to expand our
range of communication.

Waitrose
Every month three local community orientated projects
are nominated by Waitrose members and everyone
can vote for their chosen project by means of tokens.
Waitrose then divides £1,000 between the 3 projects
to help with funding. February was the second time our
Scarlet Tiger Project has been chosen and we have
been promised a cheque for £332 to help with the
purchase of wild flower seeds and hedgerow saplings.
By Joy Stevens
To keep up to date with the project,
please read the regular blogs at
https://scarlettigerproject.wordpress.com or visit our
Facebook page facebook.com/scarlettigerproject or
Twitter @scarlettigerpro.
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A male Emperor Moth on gorse
at Hartlebury Common, near
Stourport, Worcestershire
(Roger Wasley)

Life cycle
The female Emperor lays a batch of eggs within hours
of mating and they take about 10 days to hatch. The
caterpillars, seen from late May to August, are black
and hairy when newly hatched. As they grow they
change to green with black hoops containing yellow,
pink or orange wart-like spots. Each spot is covered
with short black hairs. The caterpillars spend the winter
in their brown, pear-shaped cocoon, and emerge as
adult moths in April or May.

Records

All Hail The Emperor!
Roger Wasley pays his respects to a superb springtime moth

The Emperor has been widely recorded throughout the
region and is usually associated with heathland
habitats. In Worcestershire, it is particularly prevalent
on the northern heaths and, as well as Hartlebury
Common, the moth is found on Burlish Top on the
north side of Stourport and on Devil’s Spittleful where
Mike Williams recorded it last year. The Emperor was
first recorded in the county in 1834. Dr Jenny Joy,
Butterfly Conservation’s Senior Regional Officer, also
confirms that the Emperor is present on the Long
Mynd, the heath and moorland plateau that forms part
of the Shropshire Hills, and on Cannock Chase in
Staffordshire. It’s also likely to be on other areas of
open heathland. If you are fortunate enough to see
the beautiful Emperor moth in the region, please send
your record to your county moth recorder. Good luck!
By Roger Wasley

A third instar caterpillar looks quite different to the final
stage larva (Roger Wasley)

This 60mm caterpillar is fully grown by late August
(Roger Wasley)

T

he spectacular Emperor is one of the largest and
most colourful moths in the UK. There is nothing quite
like this species. Both males and females have four
distinctive eye markings – one on each wing. Males
also have bright orange hindwings, but this can lead to
them being mistaken for Small
Tortoiseshell butterflies, which is
one of the reasons they are often
overlooked. They are certainly
under-recorded in the West Midlands region.

drawn to a moth lamp set up on the edge of the
Croome Park estate in Worcestershire, while Mike
Southall found a female in his garden moth trap not
far from Hartlebury Common on 25 April 2013.
Females have a pheromone gland at the end of
the abdomen which emits a
scent to attract a mate. Male
Emperors are equipped with
feathery antennae, and they
use these to detect the
pheromones of the female. It’s
The smaller male pupa (left) is 20mm and
thought the males are able to
the female 28mm (Roger Wasley)
Pheromones
detect the pheromones from
But now is the prime time to see
several kilometres away. The
them on heaths, moorland and in open countryside. advent of a commercially available pheromone lure
The males fly rapidly during the day in search of the has made it much easier for moth enthusiasts to locate
greyer females, which fly at night. Females occasion- males. The lure can be laid on the ground or hung
ally come to light; the first one I encountered was from a low branch in fine weather.
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Did you know?
• Emperors are the only
UK members of the
Saturniidae or silk-moth
family
• The adult doesn’t feed
and lives for up to a
month
• Caterpillars feed on
heather, bramble,
blackthorn and
hawthorn
This female was found on heather (Roger Wasley)
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Butterfly Transects 2015

Brimstone

Small Copper

John Tilt, Branch Transects Co-ordinator, highlights some recent trends in the West Midlands

S

ince1970 volunteers have walked a
predetermined route for 26 weeks recording
numbers and species of butterflies seen. In recent
years the data from the walks can be recorded on
line at http://www.ukbms.org/mydata/ This system
has greatly improved the inputs and the amount of
information we can obtain from the data.
In the West Midlands:
57 Transects were walked in 2015 – the most in the
last 10 years
87,807 butterflies were recorded and 41 species
(exc. moths)
Estimated recorder time 2200 hours
The lowest recorded species – Clouded Yellow
The highest recorded species – Meadow Brown
2015 can be classified as a good year - above
average for the last 5 years
Losses and gains over the last 5 years on
regularly walked transects
Significant Losers
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary
Pearl-bordered Fritillary
Small Copper
White-letter Hairstreak

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary
The stronghold of this species is in Wyre Forest where
a tremendous amount of habitat work has been done. The
numbers vary considerably from year to year but numbers on
the transects are decreasing.
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary

Small Tortoiseshell

Small Copper

The overall decline of this species owing to the parasite Sturmia
bella has been well documented. However our transect figures
in the West Midlands show a positive recovery. This is also
reflected in the latest “State of UK Butterflies 2015” published
by BC. In 2015 we had 55 transects recording this species,
the highest being at Besford Court in Worcestershire.

Another species giving cause for concern is Small Copper,
as the numbers over the last two years have dropped
considerably. This is something that we will monitor and
hope that this is just a normal blip in numbers.

Small Tortoiseshell

Dark Green Fritillary
This species only appears occasionally on transects,
but since 2013 a good number have been seen in Wyre
Forest, which is very encouraging news.

Transect as a Management Tool

Pearl-bordered Fritillary
This butterfly is experiencing a similar decline to its close
relative, and again we have great variation in results from
year to year. Unlike the Small Pearl-bordered we have a
number of transects monitoring this species, at Coppett
Hill, Ewyas Harold Common, Haugh Wood and three in
Wyre Forest. Again Wyre Forest is the core site. These
rarer species are also monitored with time counts which is
often the best survey method. The new on-line transect
system now has a facility to record timed counts so in the
future the data will be available on line.

Small Heath

Pearl-bordered Fritillary

Peacock
Whilst the overall count of Peacock in 2015 was not
unusual, most observers noticed that whilst the spring counts
were good, showing the adult butterflies overwintered
well, the late summer counts were extremely low. This shows
that Peacock had a poor breeding season in 2015. The
two charts below show a comparison of 2014 (a normal
year) with 2015. It will be interesting to see the effects in
spring this year.

We can use transects as a habitat management tool as well
as a way of measuring species trends. At Grafton we have
been doing this for a number of years. The transect is
divided into 15 sections, and from the data and the length
of the section we can calculate the number of butterflies per
100 metres, thus comparing the sections year on year. For
example ride 12 at Grafton has been the best ride for a
number of years, but in 2015 it was found that the numbers
were dropping, so as part of our work plan for this winter
we have widened this ride. It is worth observing that ride
2 is a non-intervention ride used as a control. Our best
managed ride shows 84 times more butterflies per 100
metres, demonstrating the enormous benefits of woodland
management.

Peacock 2015
All WM Transects

Section Analysis 2015 / 100m

Peacock
Significant Winners
Brimstone
Small Tortoiseshell
Large Skipper
Brown Hairstreak
Common Blue
Dark Green Fritillary
If anyone is interested in helping or even setting up a
transect please contact John Tilt at 01386 792458
or email john.tilt2@btopenworld.com
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Brimstone
This species shows a positive increase over the last 5 years.
In 2015 we had 45 sites recording Brimstone and Grafton
Wood had by far the highest count. Amazingly, although
Grafton has such a good population there is very little larval
food plant (Buckthorn). So Brimstone relies on the flower
rich rides as a nectar source.

Peacock 2014
All WM Transects

In conclusion
I hope you can see how important transects are to Butterfly
Conservation. A word of thanks to all the existing transect
walkers and the good work they do. Particular thanks to
Steve Harper who is retiring this year. Steve has walked
Chaddesley Wood transect for 27 years.

By John Tilt
Spring 2016
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valley below. Several butterflies could be seen on the
wing simultaneously, and on reaching the ridge where
we were standing would stop momentarily to nectar
on a small yellow crucifer shown in the photograph,
possibly a member of the genus Rapistrum, or similar.
The wind would then instantly whisk them away, making
decent photography difficult.
The second sightings occurred the following day
some 50km further south near Prilep on a rocky, though
by no means precipitous, limestone hillside facing south
at a lower altitude of just under 1,000m. It is likely,
therefore, that this delightful species is reasonably well
distributed throughout the country.
Balkan Fritillary (Boloria graeca)
Balkan Copper
(Peter Bygate)

Balkan Fritillary
(Stephen Lewis, taken in
Bulgaria in 2010)

Balkan Marbled White
(Peter Bygate)

Peperutka in Macedonia July 2015
Peter Bygate describes some of the highlights to mention many moths, birds, and other wildlife – lists
are available should any reader wish to request them.
of a fund-raising trip to Macedonia.

T

his was another trip organised by Mike Williams,
partly to raise funds for Safi Szabolcs conservation
project in the Orseg in Hungary, and also to further protection for the endangered Danube Clouded Yellow
(Colias myrmidone) in Romania. A group of 18, including Safi and our two lepidopterally-inclined and excellent minibus drivers, both named Martin, assembled at
Skopje airport around midnight on 11th July with chilled
beers at the ready. Mike's itinerary would include
several outstanding locations offering the chance to see
a number of rare butterflies, or peperutka as they're
known locally. In fact, by the end of 6 full days in the
field a grand total of 133 species had been identified
with the 100th occurring at noon on the third day, not

10 the Comma

Starting at Skopje in the north, our journey would
take us in a broad clockwise sweep of the country,
taking in or passing the towns of Veles, Prilep, Bitola
and Ohrid in the south-west before the final day's transit
back north. Rather than produce a travelogue, this
report traces our sightings of a few selected species.
So, in no particular order, let's start with:
Eastern Greenish Black-tip (Euchloe penia)
Seen on our first full day in the field around 20km
south-west of Skopje, this lovely little butterfly was
being wind-assisted up largely west-facing precipitous
limestone cliffs at c1,300m, overlooking the dramatic
landscape towards Kozjak Lake way down in the

Pelister National Park, established in 1948 and notable
for the rare five-needle Molika pine, Pinus peuce, is
unusual in Macedonia in being an acidic mountain
consisting of granite, dolerite, gabbro and quartz-schist
geology. Accessing the higher elevations above the
tree-line required the hiring of 4x4 vehicles, and our first
butterflying stop was taken at nearly 2,000m after
some two hours on a rough track. The vegetation here
was lush and varied with thyme and heathers
prominent. Balkan Fritillary was seen along with Blue
Argus (Ultraaricia anteros), Eastern Large Heath
(Coenonympha rhodopensis), Ottoman Brassy Ringlet
(Erebia ottomana) and a very late, and unexpected, male
Orange-tip (Anthocharis cardamines), amongst others.
At the end of the track near the glacial Golem Lake
(2,226m) another very worn graeca specimen was
netted by Safi, who was initially content to ignore the
frantic warning shouts from a local shepherd until a
massive sheepdog raised its head above the
vegetation. Safi continued to be blasé about such things
having encountered sheep dogs many times before, but
I was certainly relieved when he nevertheless
nonchalantly made his way in the opposite direction!
On completely different surface geology, namely the
deep limestone (albeit lying on metamorphic rocks)
capping the Galicica National Park in the south of the
country, and supporting a great richness and diversity
of plants, we also came across graeca at the slightly
lower altitude of 1,600m. In both places, however, this
butterfly was uncommon. This location also produced
CONTINUED ON PAGE
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Macedonian Grayling (Mike Williams)
Ripart's Anomalous Blue
(Peter Bygate)

Krusevo Monastery meadow (Peter Bygate)

Grecian Anomalous Blue
(Polyommatus aroaniensis)

CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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our sole sighting of Freyer's Fritillary (Melitaea
arduinna), a pristine female, difficult to separate from
the near-identical Glanville Fritillary (Melitaea cinxia)
which has an overlapping distribution but was not seen
on this trip. As is always the case, it was great to
see Apollos drifting down the hillsides occasionally
stopping to take nectar on white scabious and thistles.

at Galicica. Whilst not an uncommon species, they are
nevertheless very beautiful in their simplicity and
relatively easy to tell apart. Esper's tends to be larger
than galathea, and readily distinguished by the jagged
black line through the middle of the forewing cell, whilst
the cell line in the Balkan is further away from the body,
around two-thirds of the way across the cell, and the
wings are also quite heavily dusted.
Macedonian Grayling (Pseudochazara cingovskii)

Melanargia species

Three Marbled White species occurred on this trip, the
most widespread being Marbled White (Melanargia
galathea), including many examples of the dark form
procida, with Balkan Marbled White (Melanargia
larissa) occurring on the rocky limestone sites at
Kozjak, Pletvar and Galicica. Esper's Marbled White
(Melanargia russiae) put in an appearance at two sites,
the wonderful monastery meadow at Krusevo and
12 the Comma

This Critically Endangered species was found in good
numbers on the south-facing rocky hillside of the Pletvar
Massif just to the east of Prilep. Quite why a 'critically
endangered' species is so well signposted locally baffles me! The roadside sign is superbly illustrated and detailed in Macedonian and English, which from one
point of view is great, but as an invitation to collectors
seems perverse. Anyway, once we'd made our way
through the dry grasses below the rocky slope it didn't

Eastern Greenish Black-tip (Mike Williams)

take long to spot our first specimen, although a Hermit
(Chazara briseis) and more particularly Great Sooty
Satyrs (Satyrus ferula) caused some initial identification
confusion. The butterfly merges perfectly with the grey
limestone and pale soils and I didn't manage to catch
even a glimpse of the upperside. The scarp continues
along the north side of the road all the way to
Kavadarci and beyond, appearing from a distance to
be the same habitat in which the butterfly had been
seen. The threat to this habitat from marble quarrying
appeared overstated based on the current level of
activity, but future prospects are less certain.

A total of four 'anomalous Polyommatus species' was
seen on the trip, namely Ripart's (Polyommatus ripartii),
Anomalous (Polyommatus admetus), and Grecian to
which I'll also add female Damon Blue (Polyommatus
damon) for good measure. However, it was not until our
penultimate afternoon in Galicica that aroaniensis was
discovered, being one of 13 lycaenid species attracted
to a wet patch at the trackside. Identification took some
time due to the similarity with admetus (see pages 723
and 727 in Pamperis, L, 2009, The Butterflies of Greece:
Editions Pamperis for a very detailed comparison), and
upon release the butterfly darted away. I was fortunate,
however, to relocate it taking a quick breather, firing off
three rapid upperside shots before it flew out of sight.
I think it is fair to say that all members of the trip were
pleasantly surprised by the overall experience of our visit
to Macedonia. The hotels we used were generally
comfortable with varied menus, good English was
spoken widely, the road infrastructure was very good,
and the weather perfect every day. Although still outside
the EU, Macedonia conveniently uses the Euro as a
parallel currency to its own Denar. It was also very
heartening to experience the positive support for their
national parks and to pass through extensive areas of
naturally forested hillsides. The richness of many flower
meadows has already been alluded to. In short,
Macedonia is a country which deserves to rank highly
on any naturalists list of places to visit.
By Peter Bygate
Spring 2016 13

Making a
Stand for
the Wood
White

Wood White courtship
(Mel Mason)

he Wood White is one of our most rapidly declining
butterflies nationally, and therefore a key target for
more conservation activity in the four regions of the
country where it still occurs. We are therefore delighted
that a new regional project ‘Making a Stand for the
Wood White’ is due to start in April 2016. This threeyear Heritage Lottery Fund project aims to conserve the
Wood White in the West Midlands by strengthening
populations in landscapes where it still occurs, and by
reintroducing it to some vacant sites. It will also provide
opportunities for more people in the region to learn
about this butterfly and become involved in its
protection by Butterfly Conservation working more
closely with appropriate local centres. The overall HLF
project targets four landscapes across Shropshire,
Herefordshire and Worcestershire. Training in our
standard survey and monitoring techniques will be
provided for volunteers through this project, as well as
some more advanced training for those that are
interested (e.g. in reintroduction monitoring).
We will be looking for volunteers:
• who can help us survey and monitor both known and
possible Wood White sites,
• who are keen to learn how to carry out Wood White

habitat assessments,
• who might know of sites in Shropshire, Herefordshire
and Worcestershire which support Wood White that
we might be unaware of, and
• who might be able to help us with other aspects of
the project (events, promotion and the making of a
high quality film about this butterfly).
Rhona Goddard has just been appointed as the
project officer and she will be working for three days a
week on this project from April 4th onwards. Rhona is
delighted to have been appointed and is looking
forward to working in the four key Wood White
landscapes. Rhona will be supervised by Jenny Joy
(Senior Regional Officer) who did much of the
development work for this HLF project, and who
started looking at Wood White sites in Shropshire back
in the early 1990s. Jenny also helped to lead the
‘National Recovery Project’ for the Wood White which
started in 2007 and led to a national sites dossier for
this butterfly being produced in 2010.
By Jenny Joy and Rhona Goddard

If you are keen to be involved in this project or have knowledge of sites that we may be unaware of please
get in touch with Rhona at rgoddard@butterfly-conservation.org or by phone on 01746 762364.
14 the Comma

Mel Mason relates what our volunteers have seen on the Malverns in recent years

Y

Jenny Joy and
Rhona Goddard
outline an important
new three year project

T

Butterflies of the Malvern Hills
ou might be fortunate to see a Peacock or Small
Tortoiseshell that briefly wakes up from hibernation
on an occasional sunny day in January or February, but
the daily sightings of Brimstone in March and April
mark the start of spring. Casual records are important
indicators of first sightings during this period before
transect records get underway. The Malvern Hills are
fortunate to have a wide range of habitats linked to 11
different transects that are walked every week between
April and September. The area covered stretches almost
17 km from the most northerly transect at Knapp &
Papermill to the most southerly at Chase End Hill, along
a corridor 10 km wide. The total number of records in
2015 was 22,221 of 32 different species, or an
average transect count of 2,020. Casual sightings are
recorded via the Malvern Butterfly Group (MBG). This
group of 38 enthusiastic volunteers submitted over
3,000 sightings in 2015, providing a more accurate
picture of the occurrence of some of the less common
species not seen in appreciable
numbers on the transect routes.

Green Hairstreak

Inset: Grayling caterpillar
Grayling

Higher & lower
There is a distinct difference between
the occurrence of species seen on the
higher slopes and those in the lower
meadows. Green Hairstreak, Small
Heath, Small Copper, Holly Blue
and Grayling dominate the slopes while Common
Blue, Marbled White and Purple Hairstreak are
mostly on the lower transects. Other species may
show a preference for some sites but are seen on most
transects. Proximity to the larval food-plant may
explain some of these preferences, but the occurrence
of some species is not fully understood. The prime
example is the Grayling, which is only seen on the
eastern ridges of North Hill between 300’ and
1,100’. This vulnerable species has disappeared
from other suitable sites where fescues and other fine
grasses are common and surrounded by large areas
of bare ground. In the last eight years its range has
CONTINUED ON PAGE
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Brown Argus
Painted Lady

Marbled
White
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Green
Hairstreak is
now known from
casual sightings
to be more
widespread

reduced by more than 5km, and it is now
confined to the northern hills on a few rocky
ridges surrounded by a large expanse of scrub and
tall vegetation. The population has dramatically
declined in recent years, and much work is now
planned to remove excessive scrub and create habitat
corridors between previously favoured sites.

declines in both species, matching long
term declines across the UK. The latest concern
publicised by BC is the effect of pesticides,
including neonicotinoids, already shown to affect
bee populations, but there is insufficient research yet
to provide evidence of a causal link to butterflies.

Declines
Small Heath and Small Copper should be more widely
distributed but both transect and casual records show
that they are more often seen on the steep slopes
between British Camp and North Hill where their food
plants, Sheep’s Fescue and sorrels, are common. This
apparent shift in occurrence from the lower sites is
difficult to explain without extensive research. Five year
trends across the West Midlands show worrying
Ringlet
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Targets
Several years ago, the Malvern Hills Conservators
launched a Citizen Science Project with the support of
MBG. The aim was to engage the local community in
monitoring three targeted species between April and
September, and this has been successful. In 2014 these
sightings helped to improve our awareness of the
distribution of Common Blue, Marbled White and
Grayling outside of the transect sites. In 2015, we
decided to look more closely at Brimstone, which is on
the wing earlier than the start of the transect season,
Green Hairstreak, which is only seen on two transect
sites, and Grayling, a UK Biodiversity Action Plan
Priority Species. In particular, Green Hairstreak is now
known from casual sightings to be more widespread, if
not in great numbers, around the lower slopes of the Hills.
MBG initiated a scheme in 2015 to target the
quarries and more remote sites around the Hills
to search for less common species. Silver-washed
Fritillary sightings increased significantly in 2015 and
coincided with regional and national trends in recent
years. Painted Lady sightings corresponded to a

good year for this migrant butterfly around the region.
Locally it occurred in every transect. The last sighting
was on top of Sugarloaf Hill on 1st November on an
unusually warm autumn day (20°C+). In the West
Midlands it was selected as “Most Improved Butterfly of
the Year”. White-letter Hairstreak numbers are too low
to be significant, but casual records show five
sightings in 2015 compared with just one in 2014, and
a larva was also photographed on Ragged Stone Hill
in the spring.

Purple Hairstreak

Silver-washed Fritillary

On prescription
Red Admiral has shown a significant decline over the
past five years in the West Midlands and in the UK.
However, this mysterious migrant seems to survive in small
numbers through the winter and sightings were
recorded between March and December, including one
behind the dispensary counter at Boots the Chemist in the
centre of Malvern on 15th December. The staff wanted
to know how they could help this lost individual.
Hibernating butterflies wake up too early in a warm
building and are likely to die. It is probably best to catch
and release the butterfly outside, especially while the
weather is very mild, so that the butterfly can find a more
appropriate place to shelter and hibernate until revived
by the warmth of spring the following year. But
Red Admiral is a migrant and not a hibernator, and there
is some controversy amongst lepidopterists about the
behaviour of this species during the winter months.

MBG is recording any winter sightings of this species
to determine its occurrence and abundance.

Gone/returned
Up until the end of last century, the Malvern Hills was
an important site for High Brown, Pearl-bordered
and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries, but none have
CONTINUED ON PAGE
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White Admiral

been seen for some years. Even the Dark Green
Fritillary was only seen once in 2015. However,
following encouraging results from a series of violet
surveys completed every year since 2011, WMBC is
planning to assess the suitability of several sites to
re-introduce one or more Fritillaries in the near future.
Drab Looper is a scarce moth found in very few
locations in the south of the UK but at least 10 were
seen by three different recorders on or near Wood
Spurge, the larval foodplant, on the west slope of
Gullet Quarry in 2015, and two around Chase End
Hill. These are the first sightings since 2011.

Ups and downs
Locally, Common Blue, Large Skipper, Brimstone,
Small/Essex Skipper, Comma, Marbled White and
Meadow Brown have shown significant gains in the
past five years, similar to those for the West Midlands.
Common Blue has increased by 182% locally and
215% in the West Midlands in the past five years, and
consequently was named “Butterfly of the Year in the
West Midlands”. As regards Small/Essex Skipper, we are
bucking the national trend, as short & long term figures
are very disappointing in the UK as a whole. Conversely, Small White and Green-veined White show
significant losses in the past five years both locally and
in the West Midlands, although the short term figures
in the UK for Green-veined White are very positive.
Peacock, Gatekeeper, Speckled Wood, Orange
Tip, Large White, Ringlet and Small Tortoiseshell do
not show significant gain or loss over the past five
years locally or in the West Midlands. However,
Gatekeeper and Large White show significant losses,
while Ringlet shows significant gains, in the short and
long term in the UK. White Admiral is seen in very
low numbers in some woodland sites locally and both
regional and UK trends are disappointing. Our
changing climate may be having a beneficial effect
on some migrants in the long term, but 2015 saw
relatively few records of a Clouded Yellow in the
West Midlands. The last good year was 2013 when
it was widely seen around the Malvern Hills and the
West Midlands.
By Mel Mason
All photos by Mel Mason
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Harold Hughes
A Tribute by Mike Williams
Harold Hughes at the unveiling
of the Wood White panel at
Bury Ditches (Mike Williams)

White-letter Hairstreak

Members may have noticed in the latest ‘Butterfly’ magazine
a tribute to Harold Hughes, a former Chair of Butterfly
Conservation, who passed away at the end of last year.

I
Speckled Wood

For more detail and explanation about each species
then please refer to the 2015 Butterfly Report in the
‘Birds & Butterflies around the Malvern Hills’ publication which is available from spring 2016.

first got to know Harold in the
early 1980s when we both served
on the National Development
Committee, a body which laid the
foundations of the modern day
Butterfly Conservation. Up until this
time, the British Butterfly Conservation Society, as it was then called,
had operated more like a members
club than a conservation charity.
Membership was relatively small
with very few activities organised.
The formation of regional branches,
beginning with West Midlands
branch in 1979, led to a demand
for change and I worked with
Harold (who was closely involved
with London branch), Ron Hatton
(long time chair of West Midlands)
and representatives of other
branches to produce a report which

led to the development of a
sub-committee structure within the
organisation. This allowed for much
greater involvement on the part of
branches, and a clearer vision of
what was needed for Butterfly Conservation to become an effective
force in the conservation of butterflies. Change to the established
order, for that is what it was, always
presents challenges, and Harold’s
drive and determination, combined
with his skills honed by many years
in the business world, played a
huge role in effecting a relatively
smooth transformation. Harold eventually took on the role of national
chair, and it was during his period
in this role that Butterfly Conservation
took on its first paid members of staff
and established a national office.

Big affection for Shropshire
Although Harold’s main home was
in Surrey, he had a big affection for
Shropshire, spending many holidays
within the county and, when
circumstances allowed, buying a flat
in Clungunford which became his
and Elizabeth’s second home.
Harold was a strong supporter
of branches within Butterfly
Conservation and realised the key
role played by volunteers. His longterm vision for Butterfly Conservation
was not that of a large Head Office
but of a network of active local
branches supported by paid staff.
He was a very kind and generous
man and West Midlands Butterfly
Conservation benefited on a
number of occasions from his
generosity, particularly in his
sponsorship of our South Shropshire
butterfly ID leaflet, which has proved
extremely popular and has already
been reprinted.

Wood White
One butterfly very close to Harold’s
heart was the Wood White, which
has one of its regional strongholds
not far from Clungunford. He was
very keen to support Butterfly
Conservation’s work to conserve this
species in the West Midlands,
helping to publicise the plight of the
butterfly locally and making a
significant financial contribution
towards the new Making a Stand
for the Wood White project.
Harold sadly died before we heard
that our funding bid to Heritage
Lottery had been accepted, but he
would have been delighted to see
this project come to fruition, and we
shall all be working hard to ensure
its success over the next three years.
By Mike Williams
Spring 2016
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Three Years of Mothing in Shropshire
Graham Wenman
describes a community
project in the shadow of
the Long Mynd and the
Stretton Hills.

I

Narrow-bordered Five-spot
Burnet (f. citrina)

moved to Church Stretton in
Shropshire in August 2012.
Within a few weeks I learned that
Shropshire Council had begun a programme
of creating Community Wildlife Groups and
suddenly found myself Chairman of the Strettons
Group. They were in the process of deciding what surveys
to offer for 2013 and, being an experienced mother,
I of course suggested moth trapping – but with a slight
difference. We called it “Moths in YOUR garden”

Bacon sandwiches
It was a coincidence that just a few weeks before my move
to Church Stretton, Mike Shurmer had moved to All
Stretton and Mike, a birder by trade, had recently become
moth-bound. So during 2013 we ran our moth traps at

home, and we commenced the “YOUR garden”
surveys. This scheme not only allowed us to moth trap
all over the Strettons, but it got the locals involved as
well. Here’s how it works. We visit a garden in the
evening and give a basic introduction to moths, as well
as the usual health & safety talk. The traps are set up
and instructions about switching on and off and
what to do in the morning are given. Often this is
accompanied by a glass of vino. We arrive at a
pre-arranged time in the morning and open the traps
and identify the catch. Information about species,
habitats etc are given and photographs taken as
desired. Often we get coffee and occasionally
bacon sandwiches! (Yum-yum Ed.)

garden/wilderness stocked with plants were
exceedingly disappointed with their catch! Perhaps the
fact that they had dozens of bird boxes, feeders etc
was part of the reason. So were those with the
manicured lawns, gravel and flagstones throughout.
Then of course there were the ones which had all
the right ingredients and we had some tremendous
catches. We have continued our scheme through
2014 and it is still going, but we have not managed
as many visits as we would have liked. There have
been some excellent results to add to the considerable
results from our own gardens. We aim to go back to
gardens at a different date in order to illustrate
seasonal variations.

The right ingredients

Tigers in the garden

In 2013 we ran our traps at 10 different locations, at
both town centre and more rural sites. As is well
known, moth populations vary from month to month
and moth catches are influenced by weather
conditions, so we try, not always successfully, not
to disappoint people by avoiding poor mothing
weather conditions. Even so some folk with a large

A few days after one of our early sessions I was
informed that “there was a pretty moth in our garden”
and, as it was only a few hundred yards away from
home, I walked over there. I found a pristine Scarlet
Tiger and, after taking a photo or two, noticed that

CONTINUED ON PAGE
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White-line Dart

Ochsenheimeria urella
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Caryocolum blandella

Oblique Carpet

White Satin
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Cydia illutana

Hypochalcia ahenella

Olive

Dingy Shears.
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there were some more close by. We have since
discovered that the moth is breeding in several places,
feeding on green alkanet.

Records
‘The Smaller Moths of Shropshire their Status,
Distribution and Ecology’, a superb book by Godfrey
Blunt, was published by the Field Studies Council in
December 2014, and most of our micro records have
been included in it. On one session we caught Cydia
illutana, a new moth for the county, and we have also
had another potential new record and several
Nationally Scarce B records. The last county book
about the larger moths, ‘A Natural History of the
Butterflies and Moths of Shropshire’ by Adrian Riley,

V-Moth
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was published in 1991. It is unfortunate that we are
unable to make similar claims for our macro-moth
catches as there is no up to date county list to
compare against, but we have several records for
moths which would appear to be relatively scarce
when compared with nearby county lists. We do
know, however, that the Silky Wainscot that Mike
caught recently is a new county record. It is interesting
to note that West Midlands BC does not have a
“Moth Officer” for Shropshire and how wonderful it
would be if we could have a “Shropshire Moths”
web-site alongside the Worcestershire one linked to
the West Midlands BC website.

Hedgerows & hedgehogs
In addition to all this, the Community Wildlife Group
has done surveys on butterflies, shield-bugs, ladybirds,
swifts, red grouse, hedgerows, hedgehogs and
churchyards – some of which are ongoing. In 2015
we added a tree-planting scheme and were heavily
involved in surveying Rectory Field and Wood on
behalf of the local council. We collect moth records

Raspberry Moth,
Lampronia corticella

Pseudopostega crepusculella

when doing these surveys and of course we make
personal records when we are out. So, it was a
special day in 2014 when we discovered locally a
new Shropshire site for Argent & Sable, which bred
again in 2015.

Micros and micros
We have recorded more than 600 species locally
in the last 3 years, and amongst these we have
been pleased to record the following micros:
Pseudopostega crepusculella, Lampronia corticella,
Phyllonorycter mespilella, Ochsenheimeria urella and
Caryocolum blandella. Other interesting moths include
a rare morph of Narrow-bordered Five-spot Burnet
f. citrina, and a stunning Garden Tiger ab. splendens.
In addition we recorded several moths which are
relatively uncommon, such as Oblique Carpet,
White Satin, White-line Dart, Dingy Shears,
Olive, Confused, Ear Moth, Annulet and V-moth.
Hopefully there’s more to come!

For further information on the activities of the
Strettons Area CWG go to
www.shropscwgs.org.uk
or contact Graham at:
gjwenman@yahoo.co.uk
‘The Smaller Moths of Shropshire’
by Godfrey Blunt is available via
www.field-studies-council.org
at £15.00 + £2.00 p&p.

Ear Moth

By Graham Wenman

Garden Tiger ab. splendens
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Student’s notebook and a1939
Prees Heath record (Lucy Lewis)

Dmitri Logunov (Stephen Lewis)

Going through the notebooks at the Museum (Lucy Lewis)

Winter Butterflying in
Manchester Museum
Lucy Lewis delves into the archives at Manchester Museum

W

e had a problem – when
researching for the chapter
on the Silver-studded Blue for
the forthcoming Butterflies of the
West Midlands book, no definite
pre 1970s record could be found
for the butterfly at Prees Heath,
its only current site in the West
Midlands. I was dismayed by
this as I loved the story of its
survival there through the WW1
encampments, the WW2 airfield
and, above all, through the post
WW2 cultivations when the runway
concrete blocked the plough.
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To Manchester
Ludlow Museum’s Shropshire
archives didn’t help, as the earliest
dates on the record cards or
specimens were in the 1980s.
Then we got a lead. The
Manchester Entomological Society
had printed a memorial number for
H L Burrows, its one-time President,
in 1974 listing by site all the
species he recorded during his life,
including Silver-studded Blue at
Prees Heath. The Society’s archives
are at Manchester Museum. We
went. Dr Dmitri Logunov, Curator

filing boxes, specimen drawers and
work benches.
Going through journal after
journal of the MES meetings took
hours. They’re fascinating. The
ground these entomologists covered
before they had cars is astonishing,
as is their energy & enthusiasm
in discovering the world round
them and working out life cycles,
causes of variations and changes.
No usable records of Silver-studded
Blues at Prees Heath turned up
however.

Field notes
A Silver-studded Blue at Prees
Heath (Lucy Lewis)

of Arthropods, met us in the shop.
He escorted us through a door at
the back, up stairs and along
corridors and through an everthickening scent of mothballs to a
room crammed with bookshelving,

Stephen went to do a video
piece on butterflies for the
Museum's Thematic Collection
(https://thematiccollectingmanch
ester.wordpress.com/2015/08/,
and one of the volunteers working
in the archives came over to ask
how we were getting on. I told
him just how frustrating it was –

lots of references to the butterfly
but no date & site specific
records. He recognised the
name H L Burrows. ‘Oh’, he said.
‘We’ve got his field notes’, he
said. ‘In these boxes…
In the boxes were around 50
student notebooks recording by
date & site every butterfly &
moth Mr Burrows had identified.
And in the year 1939, on the
23rd of July there it was, ‘L Aegon
Prees Heath’. The Silver-studded
Blue has had several changes of
its scientific name over the years
before its current name of Plebejus
argus, and one of its former
names is Lycaena aegon.

Bingo
Thank you Dr Logunov for the
hospitality and thank you to the
volunteer in the archive. Thank
you most of all Mr Burrows for not
only recording the Silver-studded

Mr Burrows (Lucy Lewis)

Blues on Prees Heath from 1939 to
1969, but for keeping complete
records & archiving them. On his
last record on 31st July 1969 the
butterflies were ‘abundant & very
worn’. It’s a shame they were worn
that day but good that they were
abundant. When I’m on the heath
I’ll remember you there with your
notebooks.
By Lucy Lewis
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Bob Hall describes a trip to
Brazil & Argentina in
autumn 2015

A

party of seven intrepid travellers met at Gatwick for a
flight to Sao Paolo via Madrid.
San Paolo is a city of some 22
million people but with a wonderful
Botanic Garden, which we visited
on our first day in Brazil. Here
we had great views of Howler
Monkeys and several iconic
birds including Southern Lapwing,

This Gaudy Sphinx, Eumorpha labruscae, was found at Porto Joffre in the
Pantanal. (Roger Wasley)

Wetlands, Rivers and Falls
Slaty-breasted Wood Rail, Brazilian
Teal and Neotropic Cormorant.
Among the butterflies we saw were
Grey Cracker, Racidula Sailor, a
pair of hairstreaks, as well as
crickets, gecko and a splendid
Monitor Lizard.

Sulphurs
The next day, we flew to Cuiaba
where we were met by Xavier, our
Ecuadorian guide. We travelled via
Pocone to the Pantanal, the world’s
largest wetland. The area is divided
up into a number of huge cattle
ranches. Some of these have diversified into eco tourism, including
Pouso Alegre. We had magical
Aellopos ceculus lives
mainly in the northern
section of South America and
has a wingspan of 45 mm.
This was one of a dozen
hawkmoths seen on the trip
and was found in the
grounds of Puival Lodge in
the Pantanal. (Roger Wasley)
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views of Hyacinth Macaws at
dawn, then later a close encounter
with Rhea, the flightless bird
found widely in the Pantanal. We
also saw Collared Peccaries and
South American Coati. The bird life
was stunning as we saw Great
Egrets, Capped Herons, the curious
Limpkin, Black-collared Hawks and
many more. It was the dry season,
so the many pools and swamps
were shrinking allowing a veritable
fish feast to take place. Butterflies
included Queen, a relative of the
Monarch, and groups of Sulphurs
gathering minerals from around
the pools. On our way to Porto
Joffre we had a good sighting of a
2.5m long Yellow Anaconda as it
crossed the dirt road.

Green Longwing (Bob Hall)

Leopard Moth (Bob Hall)

Menaria Metalmark (Bob Hall)

Queen (Bob Hall)

Giants

Leonida Memphis
(Bob Hall)

At Porto Joffre we searched in vain
for Jaguar along tributaries of the
river Cuiaba. There were plenty of
Caiman and Capybara, and we
had wonderful views of a noisy
family party of Giant River Otter,
but sadly no Jaguar. We then
travelled back north heading for
Pousada Puival where we stayed
for one night. Here there were lots
of termite nests, but we dipped
out on Giant Anteater. We then
returned to Cuiaba airport, where
we said adios to Xavier and flew
to Alto Floresta in the Southern
Amazon where we were met by
Guillaume, our guide for the Amazon part of the trip. Our base for the
next four days was Rio Cristalino
Lodge, an impressive eco lodge in
the heart of the Southern Amazon.

Metalmarks
There were more boat trips as we
searched for and found Tapir, the
heaviest land mammal in South

Statira Sulphurs, Trite & Orange-barred Sulphur (Bob Hall)

America. These rare animals are
globally threatened due to hunting
and habitat destruction. We had
good views of several species
of Kingfisher: Green and Rufous,
Amazon and the larger Ringed.
Blue Morphos floated majestically
through the undergrowth to cries
of Morpho! On one of our hottest
days, we walked through a jungle

trail to visit a salerio, an open
muddy clearing frequented by
the White-lipped Peccaries and
which was attractive to a number
of different species of butterfly.
We recorded over 60 species in
this one spot which included
Morphos, Croesus Eyemark,
CONTINUED ON PAGE
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Tircis Metalmark, Menaria
Metalmark, Castilia Metalmark,
Orsilochus Daggerwing, Kite
Swallowtail,
Black-patched
Metalmark, and the curiously
named Pointer Sister, the last of
which was photographed on
Steve’s hat by some of us. Further
intense heat brought out even more
species, the wonderful Leonida
Memphis and a whole range
of Sulphurs, including Statira
Sulphur, Trite and Orange-

To ensure that Branch members and newcomers know what is happening in our region, event and
work party organisers should e-mail full details of upcoming events to the editor of The Comma at
phwarden@sky.com and to web-master David Green at greend@ormail.co.uk

Branch AGM
Saturday 19th November at RSPB Sandwell Valley.
More details to follow in the autumn edition of The Comma.

A female Oryba achemenides hawkmoth at Porto Joffre in the
Pantanal. (Roger Wasley)

barred Sulphur. A Green Longwing was spotted alongside the
Sulphurs gathering minerals outside
the lodge kitchens. Many-banded
Daggerwings were abundant on
the sandy riverbank.

Falls

Pointer Sister (Mike Williams)

The last stage of our trip took us
to Foz via Brasilia. There we
visited the Iguacu Falls on both the
Brazilian and Argentinian sides.

The falls were very impressive,
about 2.7 km in length.
Black Vultures were seen passing
over the falls, while Great Dusky
Swifts played possum with the
foam to perch precariously on
spray-soaked basalt boulders.
A number of Figure-of-eight
butterflies including Little Callicore
were seen close to the falls.
In a short article, it is difficult to
feature all the amazing wildlife we
encountered in our two weeks in
Brazil and Argentina. Many thanks
to Mike Williams for organising
and leading another wonderful trip.
By Bob Hall

Big Butterfly Count
Friday 15th July – Sunday 7th August.
Visit www.bigbutterflycount.org for more details of
how you can get involved.
National Moth Night
Thursday 9th June to Saturday 11th June.
Visit www.mothnight.info for details of an event
near you and also see below.
Ashwood Nurseries nr Kingswinford Moth
Morning Staffordshire
Sunday, 12th June at 9.00am to 12 noon. Nursery
is located in Ashwood Lower Lane, DY6 0AE just west
of main A449 (GR SO864879). Emptying moth trap
from previous night followed by butterfly walk to
wildflower meadow. Contact Mike Williams on
07802 274552 or at mike@stagborough.fsnet.co.uk
Ashwood Nurseries Big Butterfly Count
Staffordshire
Saturday, 6th August 10.00am-4.00pm.
We will have a stand promoting the new book and
encouraging people to take part in the Big Butterfly
Count. Guided walks to wildflower meadow.
The stand will remain there for the following week.
Contact Mike Williams as above.
Baggeridge Country Park
Birmingham & the Black Country
Saturday 23rd July at 11.00am. Meet in the main
car park next to the Ranger’s Office. Please note there
is a car park charge of around £3.00 Target species:
White-letter Hairstreak and Six-belted Clearwing.
Contact Dave Jackson on 01902 344716 or
07940 826671.

Callionima nomius, the Fan-tailed Bark Moth, is a moth of the Sphingidae family. This male was found in the grounds of Cristalino Lodge
in the Amazon. (Roger Wasley)
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Yellow Anaconda (Mike Williams)

Blackthorn Bash Worcestershire
Sunday 7th August 10.00am-3.30pm. Meet at
Grafton Flyford Church. Scrub bashing in the morning
at a private woodland near Grafton, followed by an
afternoon walk in search of Brown Hairstreaks. Please
be prompt as will be driving on to another location.
Contact Simon Primrose on 07952 260153 or at
simonjprimrose@aol.com

Butterfly Bonanza Weekend (Big Butterfly
Count event) Worcestershire
Saturday 16th July at 11.00am. Butterfly Walk at
Phepson Farm just outside Himbeton near Droitwich
(GR SO942598). Contact Peter Seal on
01905 426398 or at peterseal3@btinternet.com
Saturday 16th July at 2.00pm. Butterfly Walk at
Trench Wood. Contact Peter Seal as above.
Sunday 17th July at 11.00am. Butterfly Walk at
Monkwood. Contact Mike Williams as above.
B&B and camping available at Phepson Farm –
see www.phepsonfarm.co.uk
Brown Hairstreak Open Day
Worcestershire
Sunday 28th August at 11.00am. Meet at Grafton
Flyford church. Contact Simon Primrose on
07952 260153 or at simonjprimrose@aol.com
Clee Hill Butterfly Walk Shropshire
Sunday 5th June at 1.30pm. Meet at the car park
just above the cattle grid at Clee Hill village
(GR SO5947875335). Target species: Small Heath,
Common Blue, Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary. Joint
event with the Clee Hill Community Wildlife Group.
Contact Gareth Thomas at
gareththomas73@btinternet.com
Doward Butterfly Walk (Big Butterfly Count
event) Herefordshire
Saturday 16th July at 11.00am. Meet at Forestry
Commission car park (GR SO547156). Target species:
Silver-washed Fritillary. Contact Ian Draycott at
idraycott@yahoo.co.uk
Ellesmere Shropshire
Saturday 17th September. Merefest, the annual
Meres & Mosses family fun day on the banks of The
Mere with lots of stands and activities. Lucy & Stephen
Lewis will be running a stand. Contact Stephen Lewis
on 07900 886809 or at phwarden@sky.com
Far Forest Show Worcestershire
Saturday 13th & Sunday 14th August.
West Midlands Butterfly Conservation will be running
a stand. Contact Mike Williams as above.
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Grafton Wood Butterfly Walk
Worcestershire
Sunday 10th July at 2.00pm. Meet at Grafton
Flyford church. Contact John Tilt on 01386
792458 or at john.tilt2@btopenworld.com
Haugh Wood Butterfly Walks Herefordshire
Saturday 21st May at 2.00pm. Meet at Forestry
Commission car park (GR SO593365). Target
species: Wood White & Pearl-bordered Fritillary.
Saturday 23rd July at 2.00pm. Meet as above
(Big Butterfly Count event) Target species: Silverwashed Fritillary. Contact Bob Hall regarding
both walks on 01432 850623 or at
randphall@gmail.com. Children very welcome
with accompanying adults.
Highgate Common Butterfly Walk
Staffordshire
Thursday 14th July at 11.00am. Meet in Pool
Car Park, nearest postcode DY7 5BS. Contact Vicki
Liu at vicki_liu@hotmail.co.uk
Kinver Edge Moth Night
Friday 10th June at 9.00pm. Meet at the main
entrance to Kinver Common. A national moth
night event. Contact Dave Smith at
dovehouse@blueyonder.co.uk
Llanymynech Rocks Butterfly Walk
Shropshire
Saturday 14th May. Meet at 2.00pm at the
Shropshire Wildlife Trust car park at the end of
Underhill Lane in Pant a few yards south of the Cross
Guns pub (GR SJ267218). Contact Simon Spencer
on 01691 648339 & 07866 428875 or at
cerisyi@btinternet.com if the weather appears at
all unsuitable.
Malvern North Hill Grayling Walk
(Big Butterfly Count event) Worcestershire
Wednesday 20th July at 11.00am. Meet at North
Hill Quarry car park (GR SO7711746931).
The route includes the zigzag path that climbs the
eastern slopes of North Hill up to the Lady Howard
DeWalden path where the favoured sites of
Grayling Ridge and Chat Valley can be accessed.
However, great care is essential as these sites are
on steep slopes and exposed crags between 250
and 350m . Wear suitable clothing, sun hat and
good walking shoes or boots. Bring sufficient water
30 the Comma

for a very hot day and a picnic lunch if you intend to
stay beyond 1.00pm to explore the more remote
sites around Rushy Valley and DeWalden Loop.
Booking is essential. Contact Mel Mason on
01684 565700 before 6.00pm or at
meljmason@btinternet.com

Prees Heath 10th Anniversary BioBlitz
Shropshire
Sunday 29th May at 2.00pm until late. Meet on
the access track opposite the Steel Heath turning off
the A49 (GR SJ557363). A family fun day to enjoy all
the wildlife of the reserve with an evening BBQ.
Booking is essential. Contact Stephen Lewis on
07900 886809 or at phwarden@sky.com

Monkwood Spring Walk Worcestershire
Saturday 7th May at 10.00am. Meet at the reserve
car park (GR SO803603). Contact George Groves
on 01905 620721 or at
george_groves@btopenworld.com

Prees Heath 10th Anniversary Moth
Evening & Moth Breakfast Shropshire
Friday 10th June at 9.00pm until late. Followed
by a Moth Breakfast on Saturday 11th June at
8.00am. Meet as above. Please bring a torch and
wear suitable clothing. A national moth night event.
Contact Stephen Lewis as above.

Mortimer Forest Wood White survey day
Herefordshire
Tuesday 7th June at 11am. Meet at Vinnalls car
park (GR. SO474636) to help with monitoring work
for the Wood White butterfly. Part of the new Making
a Stand for the Wood White project. Contact Mike
Williams as above.

Prees Heath 10th Anniversary
Silver-studded Blue Walk Shropshire
Sunday 3rd July at 2.00pm. Meet on the access
track opposite the Steel Heath turning off the A49
(GR SJ557363). Contact Stephen Lewis as above.

Penny Hill Quarry Butterfly and Geology
Walk nr. Martley Worcestershire
Sunday 22nd May at 11.00am. Meet at the
entrance off Pudford Lane, Hillside, Martley
(GR SO752613). A joint event with Teme Valley
Geological Society. Target Species: Dingy Skipper
and Green Hairstreak. Leader: Bob Allison and Mike
Williams. Contact Mike Williams as above.

Prees Heath 10th Anniversary Big
Silver-studded Blue Count & Ragwort Bash
Shropshire
Wednesday 6th July at 10.30am. We will be
counting the whole Silver-studded Blue colony on the
reserve and surrounding areas, as well as pulling up
ragwort. Previous SSB counts have been in the 3,000
to 5,000 range. Gloves provided for the ragwort
bash but you are welcome to bring your own. Meet
as above. Contact Stephen Lewis as above.

Portway Hill, Rowley Hills Butterfly Walk
Birmingham & the Black Country
Thursday 23rd June at 11.00am.
Directions: The entrance to the site is from a path next
to the Total Garage on the A4123 Wolverhampton
Road. This is approximately half a mile from Junction
2 of the M5, heading in the direction of Dudley and
Wolverhampton. There is parking to the rear of the
nearby Brewers Fayre/KFC on Wolverhampton Road,
or near the shops just inside Tower Road which is a
little further on. Staying on the same side of the road,
walk back in the direction of the M5 towards the Total
Garage. Just before reaching the garage there is an
obvious path leading onto the hillside. Assemble here
(GR SO978896, Birmingham A-Z page 63, E7) at
11.00am. There is a steady climb along uneven paths
that may be slippery in places, especially if there has
been any recent rain. Walking boots are essential and
close-focusing binoculars are recommended. The
duration of the circular walk will be approximately
2 hours. Target species: Marbled White, Small Heath,
Ringlet, Large Skipper & Common Blue.
Contact Mike Poulton at
poulton_mike@yahoo.co.uk or visit:
http://friendsofrowleyhills.org/whats-on/events

Prees Heath 10th Anniversary Ragwort
Bash Shropshire
Wednesday 10th August at 10.30am. Meet as
above. Contact Stephen Lewis as above.
Queenswood, Dinmore Moth Breakfast
Herefordshire
Saturday 11th June. Moth Breakfast. Bring along
any moths you have trapped the night before. Joint
event with Herefordshire Wildlife Trust. A national
moth night event. Contact Robin Hemming
on 01568 797351 or at
robinhemming@btinternet.com
Siege Wood, Woolhope Butterfly Walk
Herefordshire
Saturday 21st May at 1.00pm. Leader: Mark
O’Brien. Meet at GR SO605343. SiegeWood is
owned by Mark O’Brien and Liz Vice and is of great
importance for butterflies, moths and other animals.
The nationally declining Wood White butterfly has
colonised in recent years as the site has gradually
been de-coniferised. The rare Pearl-bordered
Fritillary breeds in nearby Haugh Woods and it is

hoped may take up residence here too. Nine
hibernating dormice were found in one coppice
coupe this winter! The flora in the open areas rivals
that of any limestone grassland. Contact prior to
the date: Kate Wollen on 07786 526280, and on
the day Liz Vice on 07749 880277.
Trentham Gardens, Stoke on Trent Plant
Pots for Pollinators Staffordshire
Saturday 18th June from 11.00am to 3.00pm.
We will have a stand based in the contemporary
meadows to promote the Plant Pots for Pollinators
campaign as well as the new butterfly book.
Contact Vicki Liu on 07731 924822 or at
vicki_liu@hotmail.co.uk
Trentham Gardens, Big Butterfly Count
Staffordshire
Saturday 24th July from 11.00am to 3.00pm.
We will be on hand to show people how to do a Big
Butterfly Count, learn ID tips etc. and we'll be looking
for butterflies in the gardens.
Contact Vicki Liu as above.
Warren Farm, nr. Bromyard Moth Breakfast
Herefordshire
Saturday 25th June at 8.30am. Moth Breakfast.
(GR SO677549). Contact Hannah Welsh on
07341 736182.
Webbs Garden Centre, Droitwich Plant Pots
for Pollinators Worcestershire
Sunday 10th July 10.00am to 5.00pm. We will
have a stand inside the main entrance promoting the
Plant Pots for Pollinators campaign, as well as the
new book.
Wessington Pasture Butterfly ID Workshop
(Big Butterfly Count event) Herefordshire
Tuesday 19th July at 11.00am. At Wessington
Pasture near Woolhope, a Herefordshire Wildlife Trust
reserve. Meet at the reserve (GR SO603353). This is
a joint event with the HWT If the weather is poor the
event will be held the following day. Main aim is to
help people monitor the spread of Essex Skipper in
the county. Leader: Mike Williams. Bookings in
advance to randphall@gmail.com.
Wigmore Rolls Butterfly Walk (Big Butterfly
Count event) Herefordshire
Saturday, 30th July at 1.45pm. Meet at Aymestry
Village Hall (GR S0425649). Share cars to go to
main entrance of Wigmore Rolls (GR SO397688).
The walk is approximately 2 miles. Contact
Robin Hemming on 01568 797351 or at
robinhemming@btinternet.com
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