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John deserves his award
I

Cover story
The dainty Wood White, a high
priority species in BC’s regional
action plan for the West
Midlands, features prominently
throughout this edition of The
Comma so we are pleased to
feature Penny Hurt’s picture of
this delightful butterfly on the
front cover. You can read about
plans to reintroduce Wood White
at Monkwood nature reserve,
and Penny herself reveals how
she first encountered this
butterfly in Haugh Wood.

am sure you will be
delighted to learn that
John Tilt has been
awarded the prestigious
Butterfly Conservation
Outstanding Volunteer
Award (page 6) and
Peter Seal
please look at John’s
Grafton Wood blog. News of this welldeserved award has been publicized in
more than a dozen newspapers across
our area, recognition of the key role
John plays in sustaining Branch activity.

All good things
Stephen Lewis will be retiring from his
post as Warden at Prees Heath, but plans
to maintain an interest in this important
reserve. The Open Day last July was a
clear testament to the work Stephen has
put in over the years to cement the status
of the Silver-studded Blue (page 19).

Please send articles and images
to the editor at: thecomma@
btinternet.com. The opinions
expressed in this newsletter are
not necessarily those of the West
Midlands Branch or Butterfly
Conservation.

Copy deadline
The deadline for editorial
contributions to the Spring
edition of The Comma is
31st March 2015.
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New butterfly book
So what is taking place elsewhere? The
butterflies are all asleep – but not the
Branch. Read about prospects for a new
book “Butterflies of the West Midlands:
Birmingham & the Black Country,
Herefordshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire
and Worcestershire” in the article on
page 5. Project manager Ian Duncan’s
commitment provides the Branch with a
significant initiative, one which, I hope,
will inspire you to offer your help.

Recording butterflies
Wood White news

Contributions

happen in 2016 but we need to carry
out the necessary preparation work.
My first experience of walking round
Monkwood many years ago was a
hot late June day with Wood Whites
along all the rides – it seems a natural
state to return to – and complement what
has been achieved in Shropshire.

Following news in the last Comma
of Rhona Goddard’s appointment as
our new Regional Officer. Rhona has
started to develop a
new Wood White
project. This is funding
dependent, however if
we are successful with
our application the
Rhona Goddard project will involve
working with a number of partners
in the Shropshire, Worcestershire and
Herefordshire landscapes, for the
benefit of the Wood White butterfly.
You will see on page 24 that
George Grove at Monkwood is
seeking volunteers. This is an excellent
opportunity to help us work towards
bringing back the Wood White. It may

Many of you record butterflies and
moths but not everyone gets round to
submitting them. As in Zoë Randle’s
article (page 12) I would urge you to
take the next step and send in your
records; casual butterfly records to Nigel
Stone, our Branch Recorder, and moth
records to your County Recorder. Your
records will make a difference to the
quality of information about the true
picture as it now exists in our region and
help compile an accurate analysis in the
aforementioned book. Nigel and our
local Moth Recorders have a sizeable
task and, I think, there is scope for
offering them support. I would like to
hear from anyone willing to take on the
role of Records Coordinator who can
help form an overview of records, and
offer support and advice to recorders.

One of the Committee’s declared
priorities, given the diverse nature of
our region, is to develop local networks
and member forums. Mike Williams’
Local Champions piece on page 11
addresses this theme with a suggestion
as to how we can take this forward. The
Branch views this as a mechanism for
encouraging members to feel more
involved, setting up county networks to
help our members engage be it through
meetings, field trips or e-mail networks.
Plans are in hand to take this forward
in Staffordshire – hence the location
of the 2015 AGM – please do attend.
There will be more news of initiatives
in Staffs soon. Also Joy Stevens’
contribution (page 16) gives news of a
local initiative in an urban setting, one
which we hope to strengthen through
matchpot funding. As with many of our
successful schemes, it is crucial as a small
player to seek partnership with other
environmentally minded organisations.
For my part, I have experienced a
number of distractions over the last three
months, such as moving house and
family changes, and I realize in putting
together this briefing that I have not
offered an update on how butterflies
have fared in 2014, so this will have to
be redressed more systematically in the
Spring edition. It is good to see that the
Small Tortoiseshell is continuing to do
well and that the Grayling is holding on
in the Malverns. We did suffer from a
cool August but there were a host of late
Autumn sightings, as Simon Roberts
describes on page 19 with his account
of a surprisingly late White Admiral.
Finally, thanks to all those who
contributed to this edition of The
Comma and to all those who regularly
brave the elements
to make our reserves
what they are.

Butterflies & Moths of the
Sandwell Valley

T

he Sandwell Valley – for those not
familiar with the area – lies either side
of the M5 motorway as it heads north
from West Bromwich to join the M6.
The area in common with much of
the Black Country was once heavily
industrialised but now has been largely
reclaimed and contains an extensive
country park and also an RSPB reserve.
Thanks to the efforts of the Sandwell Valley Naturalists Club
much of the wildlife recorded in the area has been documented
in a series of booklets and this newly published volume covering
the butterflies and moths is very welcome.

From 1973 to the present day
Recording covers the period from 1973, when the Club was first
formed, up until the present day and, during that period, some
675 species of moths have been recorded and 27 different
species of butterflies – pretty impressive for such an urbanised
area. Space is given to each of the 1km squares found within the
Sandwell Valley with a description of the varied habitats that exist
and accounts of the results of the recording work undertaken. This
approach works very well and the sections are very readable and
informative with plenty of interesting discussion and analysis.
Well illustrated throughout, with some really excellent photos,
diagrams and charts, the booklet is well worth the very modest
outlay and is a must for those members local to the site or with an
interest in brownfield habitats.
Review by Mike Williams
Copies are available priced at £10 plus £1.75 postage from
Mr. A. Wood, 12 Wigginsmill Road, Wednesbury, West Midlands,
WS10 7NH (cheques made payable to SVNC).

Company limited by guarantee, registered in
England (2206468)
Registered office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth,
Wareham, Dorset BH20 5QP.
Charity registered in England & Wales
(254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268)
Winter 2014/2015
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BC extends safe haven for butterflies
Butterfly Conservation has again strengthened its ties with
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust to secure the future of a small
woodland for butterflies.

Wildlife Trust, added: “We’re really
pleased that, together with Butterfly
Conservation, we’ve been able to
buy this small woodland, which will
help to continue our work to protect
butterflies and other wildlife at our
Grafton Wood nature reserve.
“It’s fantastic that both these
wonderful pieces of ancient woodland are under the same ownership
and can act as a giant stepping
stone for wildlife to move through
our countryside.”

Management and monitoring
Laight Rough woodland is an important conservation area for
Silver-washed Fritillary (Mel Mason)

T

he two charities have together
purchased Laight Rough, an
eight-acre site adjacent to Grafton
Wood Nature Reserve, near
Grafton Flyford, east of Worcester,
which they already
jointly own. Butterfly
Conservation’s share of
the
purchase
was
funded locally through
the
charity’s
West
Midlands branch.

Grafton Wood for nearly 20 years.
“Grafton Wood is one of the
largest and most important woodlands in this part of Worcestershire;
its boundaries have remained
unchanged for at least
300 years.
“It was so important
for us to obtain this
adjacent land. We are
all committed to landscape scale conservation
and this part of Worcestershire – Feckenham
Important area
Forest – is one of our
The newly acquired
John Tilt, a key
target areas.
land is an important
player in securing
“Grafton Wood is
area for woodland flora
Laight Rough
the stronghold for the
and fauna and will be
Midlands’ only colony
used to further protect
of the rare Brown Hairstreak
butterflies, moths and other species.
butterfly. It is also important for
John Tilt, volunteer manager of
Grafton Wood for the two other butterflies such as White
organisations and former West Admiral, White-letter Hairstreak
Midlands branch chairman, said: and Silver-washed Fritillary.”
“The two conservation charities
And Helen Woodman, reserves
have already been working at team leader for Worcestershire
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Volunteers from both conservation
organisations are closely involved
in the management of the existing
reserve and each year monitor the
numbers of butterflies.
Laight Rough is an ancient, seminatural woodland with species
including field maple, hazel, ash,
dog rose and blackthorn.
Flora in the wood includes
bluebell, primrose, wood melick,
hairy St John’s-wort, enchanter’s
nightshade, greater butterfly orchid
and a high density of violets,
the larval food plant for fritillary
butterflies.
Recent work in Grafton Wood
has also shown just how important
it is for bats – both the rare
Bechstein’s bat and the scarce
Brandt’s bat have been found here.
Staff and volunteers from both
charities will work together to
improve the new woodland for butterflies, moths, bats and breeding
woodland and woodland-edge
birds such as redstart, chiffchaff,
blackcap and spotted flycatcher.
By Roger Wasley

Plans for first book on butterflies of
the West Midlands
Butterfly Conservation’s West Midlands
branch is to publish the first book to cover
the butterflies of the area, including
Birmingham and the Black Country,
Herefordshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire
and Worcestershire.

B

ranch members are being urged to help provide
information and photographs to be included in the
publication, which will have detailed accounts of
all 44 species recently recorded in the region. The
full-colour book will include high-quality images of all
the life stages: egg, caterpillar, chrysalis and adult of
all the common species.
Ian Duncan, project manager for the
The full-colour
book and a former branch chairman, said:
book
will include
“Our aim is to produce an informative
and authoritative guide that will appeal to high-quality images
all levels of observer in the West Midlands of all the life stages between the branch and the publisher
and beyond.” The book will also include of all the common Pisces. Ian said: “This will be a
species
about 25 walks in the region showing the best
high-quality publication, flexibound, with
sites to see butterflies.
The editorial team comprises Ian Duncan, Peter
Seal, branch chairman, John Tilt, former branch
chairman, Roger Wasley, a journalist and editor of The
Comma, and Mike Williams, a former conservation
officer with a wealth of knowledge of British butterflies.

Voluntary contributions
Discussions are at an advanced stage with Pisces –
one of the leading natural history publishers – to
publish the book in 2016. All contributions to the
book will be voluntary with the proceeds shared

the best images we can obtain from our own
membership or elsewhere. But we need to raise
£4,000 to cover our share of the costs.”
It is intended to raise this money by seeking
species champions, with a minimum contribution of
£150/species for companies and organisations and
£75/species for individuals and families. More than
£500 has already been pledged. Champions will
be acknowledged in the book and receive a
pre-publication copy.
By The Editor

Here’s what you can do to be involved
If you would like to be a champion please contact Ian Duncan on ian.duncan28@btinternet.com
requesting which species you would like to sponsor (first come, first served)
High-quality photos would be welcome, particularly of eggs, caterpillars and chrysalises.
If you would like to donate photos please contact Roger Wasley on rogerpwasley@btinternet.com
If you have a favourite walk you would like included please contact Peter Seal on peterseal3@btinternet.com
Winter 2014/2015

5

Prestigious award for John Tilt
Former branch chairman John Tilt has earned a prestigious Outstanding Volunteer Award
in recognition of his immense contribution to Lepidoptera conservation.

T

he presentation was made
by Butterfly Conservation’s new
chairman Jim Asher at the national
AGM and members’ day at
Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire.
On retiring from his work as an
IT specialist, John became warden
of Grafton Wood, a remnant of
Feckenham Forest, and served as
branch chairman from 2011–2014.

In demand

West Midlands branch chairman
Peter Seal, who succeeded
John, said: “Equally, he has
promoted Grafton, giving talks to
local schools, community and
wildlife groups through Powerpoint
presentations and the conversion of
his van as a mobile BC stall. John
is in demand for example by
the University of the Third Age.
Key role
Organisations book John’s guided
John played a key role in
walks around the wood, thus
implementing a rotational approach
helping promote BC.”
to ride clearance and coppicing to
As branch chairman, John then
benefit flora and insects, notably
took on a wider perspective, and
the Brown Hairstreak.
served on the National Reserves
Grafton, which is jointly owned
Sub-Committee. Because of his
by BC and the Worcestershire
profile as an accomplished naturalist
Wildlife Trust, is self-sustaining
John is often sought out for advice on
due to John’s leadership of a
conservation practice. He has also
John Tilt with his award
weekly volunteer group which put
forged links with local farmers. Peter
(Katie Callaghan)
in 2,500 hours last year and selling
added: “Although he stood down
wood to cover running costs. John’s record keeping –
as chairman, John continues to make an active
he is also the branch transect coordinator – has
contribution to the branch and through his fundraising
provided evidence to show increased Lepidoptera efforts has been a prime mover in securing a healthy
populations in Grafton. He has a longstanding interest bank balance for our branch.”
in bird life and Grafton is adapted for other species,
including Bechstein’s Bat.
By The Editor

Flutter over new butterfly records

T

wo summer records have sparked interest among Shropshire butterfly
recorders. Pete Boardman, of the Preston Montford Field Centre, near
Shrewsbury, reports that a White Admiral was found in Lloyds Coppice,
Coalbrookdale, on 10th July – a first record for this site. The nearest colony is
at Dudmaston to the south. A week later, while exploring a section of Mortimer
Forest on 17th July, Catherine Wellings photographed an Essex Skipper –
the first record from this part of Shropshire.
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Positive
outlook for
Portway Hill
butterflies
A report has been published
on the findings of a two year
study into the butterflies and
day-flying moths on the
former quarry site at Portway
Hill, near Rowley Regis.

T

he 60-page report was prepared by Mike Poulton for the
Wildlife Trust for Birmingham and
the Black Country.
Two years of data was gathered
and compared to provide a good
level of understanding about the
butterfly populations found on the
Portway Hill site. The results have
also given an insight into the
particular habitats present. This has
opened up opportunities for future
butterfly habitat management at the
site and has provided a good start
for further population monitoring
surveys in the future.

Sensitive to change
Results gathered show that butterflies are very sensitive to changes
in their environment and changes
to management of habitats.
Despite the unseasonal inclement
weather conditions experienced
for much of the spring and early
summer over 2,100 butterflies and
day-flying moths were recorded
during transect recording at the site

Marbled White
is one of the
most abundant
species on the
former quarry site
(Andrew Daw)

in 2012. This figure compares
favourably with 2011 and in fact
shows a slight increase on 2011
numbers. The most abundant
species of butterfly recorded over
the entire surveying season were
Ringlet (333 individuals) and
Marbled White (304). Six-spot
Burnet is the most common
day-flying moth on the site.
In his report, Mike says: “For the
continued success of the butterflies
and moths and the wealth of other
invertebrates found on Portway Hill
it is critical that the open-structured
grassland habitat is retained in its
entirety. To achieve this result, some
hawthorn scrub control intervention
is necessary to reduce its spread
which is threatening to shade out the
grassland in certain parts of the site.
The cutting back of bramble should
also be implemented in some parts
of the site to retain the open mosaic
habitat currently found here.”
Other than Common Blue,

whose numbers were well down in
2012 compared to the previous
year, and Green Hairstreak, which
was not recorded at all in 2012,
Mike says the outlook for the
butterflies and day-flying moths on
the site is “very positive”.

Annual transect recording
Mike recommends that the transect
recording of the butterflies and dayflying moths on this site should continue annually in order to monitor
trends and changes in populations
brought about by future management
work at the site.
Further surveys for butterflies and
day-flying moths should be carried
out more widely across the Portway
Hill SINC site paying particular attention to Green Hairstreak and any
other species that have so far not
been seen here such as Dingy and
Grizzled Skipper.
By Roger Wasley
Winter 2014/2015
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Dave Green leads the Wood White walk in Mortimer Forest

It must be beer o’clock
somewhere
Dates for the diary
Thursday 12th February
Dave Green will give a talk
on the Wood White.
Thursday 9th April

Update on Wood
White Project in
Mortimer Forest
In the Autumn issue we reported on the launch
of the Heritage Lottery funded project
“Spotlight on the Wood White”.

T

he project is centred in Mortimer
Forest, focusing on this rare
butterfly as the key species with
the aim of engaging and training
people from the local communities
of Ludlow and the forest fringes to
monitor the butterfly and learn about
other wildlife, habitats and forest
heritage.

Off to a good start
The season went off to a good start
with 18 people joining the Wood
8
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White walk led by Dave Green
on 8th June. We were blessed
with lovely weather, were fortunate
to have several sightings of the
butterfly in areas not previously
recorded and Dave inspired many
of the participants to sign up for
surveying work for the season.
On the following Sunday, Dave
led a walk at Wigmore Rolls, a
forest just west of Mortimer and
almost certainly the UK’s top
habitat for the Wood White. The

Mortimer Forest Wood White sightings in 2013 & 2014

Julia Walling will give a talk
on the Mortimer Forest
Heritage Project.
Both talks are for the Ludlow
branch of the Shropshire
Wildlife Trust and BC members.
The venue will be the Mascall
Centre, Lower Galdeford,
Ludlow at 7.30pm, members
£2.00, non-members £3.00.
Sunday 15th February
Habitat restoration work party
at Mortimer Forest with the
project team and Forestry
Commission wildlife ranger,
Alan Reid. Contact Julia on
01584 874636 or e-mail
julia.walling@btinternet.com

day proved to be a very memorable
one with at least 60 sightings
and many opportunities to watch
the complex courtship display, see
mated pairs and to observe egglaying. It was a great day for
people to learn about Wood
White behaviour and participants
came away being able to identify

male and female butterflies, find
eggs and recognise the larval
foodplants.

identification skills by taking part in
the Big Butterfly Count .
The project has attracted interest
from butterfly and conservation
enthusiasts and from people who
Dedicated surveyors
have no previous experience in
Emerging from these two very
this area. A core team has been
successful events was a team of
dedicated surveyors, who worked trained in habitat condition
assessment as well as butterfly
through the season gathering
The
monitoring and they have
records from all sections
project has also
gained skills that have
of the forest. The findings
attracted interest
enabled them to be
were mapped by Dave
from people who
involved in working with
and we were also able
have no previous
the
Forestry Commisto identify new areas for
experience in
sion’s wildlife habitat manmonitoring next season.
this area
agement plan. This winter
Another important species
we plan to work with Ludlow
at Mortimer is the Silver-washed
Fritillary and Mike Williams Museum on researching other aspects of the Forest with the ultimate
led a walk in July. Silver-washed
aim of producing a booklet on the
Fritillaries were seen in good
numbers and participants were butterflies and other wildlife to be
found in Mortimer Forest and this will
able to see the differences between
be published next year.
males and females at close
The team will then be looking to
quarters. Altogether 13 different
species were recorded, including pass on their learning and skills to
new members in the coming season.
Essex Skipper which was seen for
the first time at this locality. Those
present were able to practice their Report by Julia Walling

For all you Merveille du Jour fans
you can now drink the health of this
magnificent insect in beer. Merveille
du Jour Pale Ale is the latest in the
moth series of beers produced by
our friends at From the Notebook.
For each bottle sold a donation is
made to Butterfly Conservation. Go
to www.fromthenotebook.co.uk to
order. Other brews are also
available.

Scarce Swallowtail
A
Scarce Swallowtail was
reported from a garden in
Worcester on 6th July. It was
watched for about five minutes
before it flew off. This butterfly is
an incredibly rare migrant to the
UK and does not reach our shores
every year. The nearest regular
breeding sites for this butterfly are
in southern Normandy, France
including in areas of chalk
grassland and scrub along the
River Seine near Rouen. The
butterfly lays its eggs on
Blackthorn and Plum bushes.

Scarce Swallowtail (Jim Asher)
Winter 2014/2015
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Free membership incentive

Big boost for
butterflies in
Oswestry Hills
A mating pair of
Green Hairstreaks
(Andrew Daw)

recorded in the Oswestry Hills and the restoration of
flower-rich grasslands will benefit all these beautiful
insects, including Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary,
Grizzled Skipper, Green Hairstreak and Dingy
Skipper. Top of the list is the endangered Pearlbordered Fritillary, which returned to the Shropshire
side of Llanymynech Rocks nature reserve after an
absence of 10 years in 2012, following their
re-introduction on the Montgomeryshire side in the two
previous years. They live in colonies, mostly in woods
with sunny glades and open rides,
seldom flying much more than half a mile
in their lifetime. Their main Shropshire
stronghold is in the Wyre Forest.

Common dog violets

The important Shropshire Wildlife Trust’s
Oswestry Hills butterfly project has been
given a wonderful boost.

T

he Trust has been awarded a grant from Waste
Recycling Environmental Limited (WREN) which
will fund work on 18 sites in the Oswestry Hills area,
including a number of Shropshire Wildlife Trust
nature reserves
The aim is to restore and connect species-rich
limestone grassland and increase butterfly populations
throughout a series of core sites, wildlife corridors and
stepping stones. Linking butterfly colonies gives them a
much stronger chance of survival and expansion: where
populations are isolated, they become weakened
through inbreeding and vulnerable to local extinction.
More than 30 species of butterflies have been

ln the Oswestry Hills they are found in
more open areas, thanks to the presence
of common dog violets, the food of their
caterpillars. Violets are a plant of the
woodland edge but also sometimes of
bracken, which mimics a woodland
habitat in miniature.
As with all wildlife conservation, the
overwhelming need is to get the habitat
right. The Trust has found 18 site owners
willing to take part in the project, to make
changes to the management of their land that will allow
flower-rich grassland to flourish and attract butterflies,
bees and a host of other insects. The landowners will
be supported by the project in practical ways, including
help with scrub clearance and financial assistance
towards the cost of fencing to enable grazing.

Appeal for volunteers
Now there is an appeal for volunteers on the ground
to look for and record butterflies. People are also
needed to take part in practical work parties during
the autumn and winter. These will be mid-week
volunteering opportunities. The WREN project is the
latest phase in the Oswestry Hills butterfly project,
which has brought about the restoration of more than
17 acres of butterfly habitat.
By The Editor

If you would like to join the volunteers, please contact BC's senior regional officer
Dr Jenny Joy by email (jjoy@butterfly-conservation.org) or call Jenny on 01952 249325
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From now until the end of March, and as
an added incentive for people to join, we
are offering free membership of Butterfly
Conservation and the branch for a whole
12 months. Special free membership
forms are available which can be emailed
or posted out. If everyone could recruit just
one new member using this offer it would
make a huge difference to our ability to
conserve our butterflies and moths.
The West Midlands branch stall at Ashwood Nursery, Kingswinford,
near Wolverhampton (Mike Williams)

Looking for “the Special One”

We are also on the lookout for
some rather special volunteers who
can act as our local champions.
This is not a job that comes with
a set job description but a role
that will help us to increase our
visibility at a local level.
Peter Seal, the Branch Chairman alluded to this in his editorial
in the Spring issue of The Comma
when he wrote that he hoped “to
find a way of operating and
Some years ago, Butterfly Conservation nationally
engaging at a more local level”.
This is where local champions
produced a strategy for the future called the 2020 vision.
come in. We need people who
are already members of other
ike many other wildlife charities, tional members are also helpful to
networks and local organisations,
Butterfly Conservation realised us, not just in terms of the additional
whether it be the county wildlife
that, in a world of Government cut- income they bring (West Midlands
trust or the WI, who can work
backs and increasing competition Butterfly Conservation receives a
with us to raise our profile
for money from outside sources, we small share of the annual
There are
in the local area. This
would need to become increasingly subscription paid) but also
countless ways in
can be done in
self-reliant and raise more of the because some of them at
which people can
various ways: submitresources needed to help conserve least may become
our butterflies and moths within our active volunteers. We help and we would ting an article to
love to hear
the parish magazine,
own organisation. The most secure need more people to
from you
organising a display in
source of income is what is raised help us with the vital tasks
the local library, running a
each year through membership of monitoring and recording
coffee morning, opening your
subscriptions and donations and butterflies and moths as well as
garden to visitors, or holding a
part of the “vision” (dreadful word I providing practical assistance with
Moth Breakfast. We would love to
know) is to significantly increase our conservation work on our local
membership. We have had some reserves and other sites. A glance
hear from you. We can help with
success in doing this and member- through this current issue of
providing the resources for all of
ship both nationally and locally is The Comma will demonstrate the
these things – just ask.
at a record high.
breadth of our activities and the
Within the West Midlands, addi- many ways we can all get involved.
By Mike Williams

Could you become
a local butterfly and
moth champion?

L

Winter 2014/2015
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However, it is important to note that these may be an
artefact of records having not been submitted to the
NMRS as yet.
In Worcestershire the main under-recorded 10km squares
are SO56, 76, 83 and 88 and SP04, 05, 06 and 07. To
find out what 10km squares, or tetrads, are under-recorded
in your area or if you wish to venture further afield, please
contact the relevant County Moth Recorder - a list can be
found on the Moths Count website (www.mothscount.org).

Revealing data
Many butterfly recorders already record the moths they
see along their transects. In 2013, the UK Butterfly
Monitoring Scheme (BMS) team extracted moth
records entered into Transect Walker software. The data
extraction exercise revealed data for 109,485
individuals of 123 moth species, with 13,622 records
from 403 sites. The five most frequently recorded

Speckled Yellow moth
(Pam Parsons)

Plea for more day-flying
moth and caterpillar
recording in our region
Butterfly Conservation would love butterfly
recorders to record day-flying moths and moth
caterpillars when they are out and about.

The national picture

species (in descending rank order) were Silver Y,
Six-spot Burnet, Cinnabar, Burnet Companion and
Speckled Yellow. These records will be re-patriated to
County Moth Recorders in due course. Participants in
the Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey are also
encouraged to record day-flying moths in their squares.

BC’s surveys officer
Zoë Randle

17.3m moth records

The National Moth Recording Scheme, run by BC, will
provide the UK moth data for the forthcoming atlas.
The scheme already holds over 17.3m moth records
n 2018, in collaboration with MothsIreland, BC will and geographical coverage of the UK, Channel
be publishing a Macro-moth Atlas for Britain and
Islands and Isle of Man at 10km resolution is very
Ireland. The majority of moth recorders use light-traps
good (97% have at least one moth species recorded).
and, as a result, the many species of day-flying
There are only 113 10km squares for which we
There are
moths may be relatively under-recorded
do not have any records from the year 2000
only 113 10km
compared to nocturnal ones. Butterfly
onwards. However, in addition to these,
squares for which
recorders can make a huge contribution
there are 613 10km squares which we
we do not have
to the forthcoming atlas by submitting
consider to be under-recorded – they
any records from
records of day-flying moths, such as
possess 50 or fewer records of 25 or fewer
the year 2000
onwards
Speckled Yellow, and indeed distinctive
species. You could really help by targeting
caterpillars (e.g. Cinnabar) that they encounter
these unrecorded or under-recorded squares for
while out looking at butterflies.
moth sightings during your butterfly recording.

Transect Walker software

I
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Cinnabar
moth larva
(Roger Wasley)

In the run-up to the forthcoming Macro-moth Atlas for
Britain and Ireland all butterfly recorders can help
boost coverage by recording moths, whether on
butterfly/WCBS transects, during ‘casual’ butterfly
recording or by specifically targeting areas that are
under-recorded for moths. Your help will be very
gratefully received. Records are best submitted to
your local County Moth Recorder on an annual basis
by the end of the year to enable incorporation into
local datasets and ultimately the National Moth
Recording Scheme.
By Dr Zoë Randle and Richard Fox
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Moth records from a Cotswold oasis
I suppose really I should begin this short
appraisal of moth recording at Worcestershire
Wildlife Trust’s Broadway Gravel Pit Local
Nature Reserve with a confession…

D

espite volunteering as Head Warden/Reserve
Manager since 1988, I have only really begun to
pay closer attention to moths here in the last two or three
years. Butterflies yes, not a problem, always featured
regularly in our annual reports, but moths have not been
such prominent subjects to record.

Biodiversity
This 1.6 hectare sunken oasis is renowned for its
biodiversity having a mosaic of different habitats
within its boundaries. From rare Slime Moulds to
Emperor Dragonflies, scarce migrant bird visitors to
Roe Deer, this place has it all. And now, MOTHS!
Broadway Gravel
Pit Local Nature
Reserve
(Christine Turner)
Hornet Clearwing
larvae emergence
holes
(Christine Turner)

Sluggish giant
Yes better late than never on my part because, in 2014,
I found Hornet Clearwing on the warm and sunny
afternoon of 12th June. Unnervingly like a sluggish
giant wasp I was able get within inches of the creature
whilst it paid close attention to sprouting green shoots
of a Poplar stump. In flight the fat rounded body
drooped heavily and aerial progress seemed laboured
and once flew around me half-colliding with my waist.
I suppose I should now confess there
is no photographic record of this
encounter so I include here my wife
Red Underwing
Christine’s
shot
of
larvae
(Roger Wasley)
emergence holes found by county
moth expert, Oliver Wadsworth.
His attempt to lure with pheromones
was sadly unsuccessful, but has
verified the discovery as confirmed.

These include Willow Beauty, Cabbage Moth, Old
Lady and Copper Underwing. Out in the open we’ve
had Swallow-tailed Moth, Hummingbird Hawkmoth,
Scarlet Tiger, Snout, Cinnabar, Silver Y, Large Yellow
Underwing and Red Underwing. An older record
was that of a micro-moth from 26th May 1996, Adela
reaumurella, which sported extraordinary long
hair-like antennae.
Probably the tip of the iceberg and mostly standard
fare, but moths beware… the specimen pot is poised
for action!

Hummingbird
Hawkmoth
(Roger Wasley)
Cabbage Moth
(Christine Turner)

Old Lady
(Christine Turner)

By Mark E Turner

Various habitats
Despite the various habitats on
offer the only building on site, the
birdwatching hide, has been the
source of the caught specimens.
14 the Comma

Freshly emerged Cinnabar moth (Roger Wasley)
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Watch out! Tigers about
Scarlet Tiger moth larva
(Roger Wasley)

Dudley Council’s Ewan Chapman and Antony Ravenscroft with work party
volunteers Iris Sweeting, Wendy Wilkins, Andrew Barker, Richard Southwell,
Peter McNee and Patrick Clement (Joy Stevens)
Scarlet Tiger moth
(Joy Stevens)

For many years I have
monitored the butterflies
which grace the bridleway
near my home. It is a path
used by lots of locals to walk
dogs, ride horses, cycle, play
and access local woodlands.

T

he first part is a road running
alongside Stourbridge Crematorium where the ivy-covered sandstone wall creates the ideal habitat
for Holly Blue and sun-bathing
Speckled Wood. Further along
a gateway leads to the main
bridleway which is lined by areas
of bracken and bramble. In spring,
when the bracken has died back,
the conditions seem perfect for
Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock and
Comma. The first spell of warm
spring sunshine attracts these butterflies from their winter hibernation
and the dead bracken plays host to
their prolonged courting rituals.
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I have watched Small Tortoiseshell
for long periods during these
courtship preliminaries, but they
always end up with the butterflies
spiralling up into the air. It’s easy to
understand the attraction of these
areas, the dead bracken must be
warm and poking through are the
green shoots of nettle. Again I have
watched the females laying their
eggs on this new growth.

A very special urban resource
Thus I have felt the area to be a very
special urban resource – especially
a few years ago when concerns
were expressed nationally about the
welfare of the Small Tortoiseshell.
Some areas of the country did
not record any of our ‘common’
garden butterfly while I noticed
no change in the populations
along Roman Road/Sandy Lane,
a pleasant corridor with a wide
variety of trees and flowers –
some wild, some escapees from
neighbouring gardens. In spring

there are carpets of celandine and
patches of garlic mustard with
Orange-tips and whites following
on from the first rush of Vanessids.
By the summer these areas become
smothered in bracken and bramble
but the butterflies keep coming.

An unusual caterpillar
Then a couple of years ago I
spotted among the greenery in the
bank on my doorstep, an unusual
caterpillar, which I later found
to be a Scarlet Tiger moth larva. I
was not so lucky in finding any
adults that year but the following
year, 2013, the green plant
was liberally infested with more
caterpillars. I was checking up on
the larvae on a regular basis but
was dismayed to find that the
local council had devastated the
bank, not just cutting the verge but
ripping out the plants. Fortunately,
the bank is quite steep and
the plants at the top, in the
hedgerow itself, escaped the cull.

the lane as a green corridor and
consider measures of assisting the
lepidoptera. Most importantly they
abandoned routine maintenance
plans involving flailing the Scarlet
Tiger bank. This has paid dividends
with many sightings of the adult
Scarlet Tigers this summer.

Whether the caterpillars had
survived remained to be seen but I
was delighted by a single sighting
of the adult in early July.
This spring the bank was covered
in caterpillars – by this point I Wildflower sowing plan
had eventually identified the plant
It was too late to implement a
as Evergreen Alkanet. Here it is
wildflower sowing plan this year
interspersed with nettle, another but this should happen in 2015 –
food source of the caterpillar. Most the aim is to use the traffic island
seemed to prefer the attractive
at the end of Roman Road
blue flowers and fed
as a showcase for the
I spotted
openly. To avoid the
green corridor. Posters
among the
destruction of 2013, I
have been placed on
greenery in the
bank on my
decided to write to
lamp-posts and gates,
doorstep, an
Dudley Council and
outlining the plan to
unusual
urge them to at least
locals. In addition, we
caterpillar
delay cutting the bank until
are gathering a group of
the caterpillars had had time
volunteers to assist with the
to pupate and emerge as adults.
various work party tasks to cut back
Not only that but I threw in a few overgrown areas. For this I have
suggestions for enhancing the
to thank Richard Southwell in
existing habitat for all the butterflies. particular for spreading the word
The response was heartening –
and getting a knot of people ready
Dudley Council was interested in to start work.
setting up a project and an outline
As of mid November, we have
plan was formulated to recognize
held our first work party proper

when we cleared 2 patches of
rank grass near the gate, cut
back encroaching bramble and
scattered some seed. This work was
supported by Dudley Council in the
person of 2 rangers based at
Leasowes, Halesowen who came
along with heavy duty strimmers.
Dudley Council also provided bags
for the cuttings and litter.
As for our poster girl – the Scarlet
Tiger caterpillars are evident only
because of the holes riddling the
Green Alkanet. Ewan did manage
to find one tiny individual amongst
the base of one plant. We feel that
the plant and the bank would benefit
from cutting and the regular
maintenance team from Dudley
Council will undertake this task in the
near future, not flailing as before but
leaving the cuttings to provide cover
for the hibernating caterpillars.
We are just at the start of this
exciting project – green corridors
and wildflower planting in urban
areas are not new ideas but
hopefully we can make a real
difference to wildlife in Stourbridge.
By Joy Stevens
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An amazingly detailed
focus-stacked photograph
of two White-letter
Hairstreak eggs on Elm
(Tony Moore)

White-letter
Hairstreak
(Tony Moore)

My autumn surprise at Old Hills
My last transect of 2014 on
the Old Hills, near Malvern,
started well with two Red
Admirals nectaring on Ivy
flower as expected on the
27th September.

White Admiral seen at Langdale
Wood, near Malvern
(Mel Mason)

I

Tony’s egg-hunt
success
About ten years ago, I read an article on
finding White-letter Hairstreak eggs in the
winter, I thought it might be worth a quick look.

I

’ve been living in Stafford since 1996 and, despite
walking the area regularly, had never seen an adult
butterfly. There are a number of reasonably sized Elm
trees in the area (the article suggested that the insect
requires trees big enough to flower), so I thought I’d
have a look. It took nearly two hours to find my first
one, and even then I wasn’t sure until I had the
photograph checked by an expert. However, once you
get the knack of where they are likely to be, it becomes
quite easy. That first winter, I found over 30 eggs!

Fleeting glimpse
Until 2014, I had still only had one fleeting glimpse
of an adult butterfly; in August I was very surprised to
find a very worn specimen nectaring on bramble.
Several of my ‘good’ Elms have now succumbed to
the dreaded Dutch Elm Disease, but there are still one
or two suitable bits around. Although the leaf was not
yet off, I had a quick look in late September and was
18 the Comma

It took nearly
two hours to
find my first one,
and even
then I wasn’t
sure....

lucky within about ten minutes –
two eggs on one little twig. There
is obviously quite a healthy colony
of White-letter Hairstreaks around
Stafford Castle, but the casual observer would
never know it.

t was 20º C with virtually no
wind, but totally overcast, so I
was prepared for a quiet tail end
to the season. However, halfway
along the first section I was rubbing
my eyes as a White Admiral
glided towards me and passed
within 3m at chest height clearly
showing the band of pearls across
its wings. I abandoned the transect
method (a steady forward pace)
and followed as it gracefully
swanned along the path for 30
seconds before ascending into an
oak tree.

Regular summer species
The next day was sunnier and so I
repeated the transect with a hope of
more sightings. The walk was very
consistent with a White Admiral in a
similar place flying between oak
trees and basking in the canopy. I
wondered if this was the same
individual and whether it would
find a mate.

By Tony Moore

By Dr Simon Roberts

BBC broadcast live from Prees Heath
Part of the regional BBC TV news programme
Midlands Today was broadcast live from
Prees Heath Common Reserve.

Worth a look
If anyone has a bit of flowering Elm of any species near
them, it is well worth a look for eggs in the winter. They
are usually laid on thin, clean twigs with a couple of
flower buds (round-ended, not pointed). Look on the
sunny side of any flowering Elm, ideally one growing
along the south or west side of a wood. The eggs look
like shiny, gun-metal flying saucers. I promise you quite
a lift when you find your first one! A training day is
planned for January (see Diary Dates for details)

White Admirals are recorded in
most years at the Old Hills during
the typical June-July flight period,
but a September sighting is
remarkable and suggests that the
warm and sunny Summer of 2014
allowed them to have a second
generation.

Merveille du Jour moth
Volunteer Clive Dyer holding on to one of the TV lights
to stop it being blown over in the gale, with the BBC’s
David Gregory-Kumar offering encouragement

T

he piece was presented by David Gregory-Kumar
and took place inside and outside the newly
restored former RAF control tower.
Several hibernating Peacock and Small
Tortoiseshell butterflies and Herald moths were
filmed inside the building during the day and, in the
evening, by which time the weather had deteriorated
and the rain was coming down in torrents, live moth
trapping was filmed in front of the building, which
the BBC floodlit.
Amazingly, a couple of moths entered the
trap, perhaps seeking shelter, including a Merveille
du Jour. The BBC has now placed the film
on YouTube. To watch the broadcast please check out:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWg8CNjxw9U
By Stephen Lewis
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This Silky Wainscot is a first
record for Herefordshire
(Paddy Matthews)

a great place to see butterflies, it is also well used for
outdoor recreation by walkers, cyclists and picnickers.
For me it’s an opportunity to indulge in my three favourite
hobbies: walking with the dogs, observing wildlife and
photography.

Penny’s first Wood
White in Haugh Wood

First visit

My first Wood
White in
Haugh Wood

The female Vapourer moth laying
eggs on her cocoon
(Paddy Matthews)

Male and flightless
female Vapourer moths
mating (Roger Wasley)

Paddy’s luck turns
up another rarity
One of the great things about moth trapping is… you
never know what’s going to turn up!

K

een enthusiast and Butterfly
Conservation member Dr Paddy
Matthews lives near Longtown,
Herefordshire, in the furthest southwest corner of the West Midlands
region on the edge of the Black
Mountains.
He says: “I saw my first
Humming bird hawk moth aged
8 in 1958 and have trapped and
recorded moths regularly since
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2005 having amassed about
20,000 records.

Full moon
“During early August the nights
were cold and there was a full
moon so I didn't use the trap and left
it under a Hazel tree. Somehow,
a Vapourer moth caterpillar
managed to get in and formed a
cocoon on an egg box. At first I

thought this was just a small cobweb
and thought no more of it, but a
month later I found a male Vapourer
in the trap. Although a common
moth, they rarely come to light. Then,
to my surprise, there was a very
happy wingless female sitting on the
cocoon! Clearly the male had
scented her and entered the trap and
mated, as soon after she was busy
laying eggs on the cocoon.”

A first record
Other highlights for Paddy include a
Silky Wainscot last summer – a first
record for Herefordshire – and a
Silurian in 2013 – one of the few
records for England. Which only
goes to prove that you don’t have to
live in a hot-spot to find rarities…

Articles in the last two editions of The
Comma featured the Wood White – a
butterfly I had never seen.

H

aving recently moved to Herefordshire (only just
over the border from Radnorshire) and keen to
explore, I decided to visit Haugh Woods, a few miles
south-east of Hereford.
The wood is 850 acres, owned by the Forestry
Commission, and nationally important for butterflies and
moths, with over 600 species recorded. As well as being

Essex Skipper
topped the
poll

I made two visits. The first, on 25th July, was a hot sunny
day and all the butterflies were very active. At the
bottom of the “green trail” the path goes along a lovely
open glade with lots of wild flowers such as Betony
along the edges. Here I watched some white butterflies
fluttering along about one to two feet above the ground
in an unhurried manner, but never quite close enough,
or resting, for me to see them clearly. Among the species
I was able to identify were Brimstone, Silver-washed
Fritillary and Large and Small Skippers.

Return visit
My next visit, on 9th August, the day was cloudier and
cooler. I went to the same place and again saw dainty
little white butterflies fluttering quite delicately along
the flowery edge of the path. This time I was able to
photograph them when they stopped, and quickly
became able to identify them as Wood Whites by
their distinctive flight.
Across the two visits I saw 14 species of butterflies but
the undoubted highlight for me was to see these lovely
unassuming little creatures in the woodland glades –
and I’ll be back in late spring hoping to see them again!
Report and photo by Penny Hurt

Butterfly ‘oscars’ get your vote

T

he results are now in for your favourite species of 2014 in what has
been dubbed the butterfly ‘oscars’.
Mike Williams, moderator of the West Midlands Branch Forum on
Yahoo, said: “We canvassed opinion via the Yahoo page and facebook
(www.facebook.com/groups/westmidlandsbutterflyconservation) and
received various nominations including Ringlet, Peacock, Small
Tortoiseshell and Essex Skipper.” Butterfly of the year, after receiving the
most votes, was Essex Skipper; the most improved performance of the year
went to Small Tortoiseshell; while Small White earned the wooden spoon.

Don’t forget to choose your favourite butterfly when voting opens later this year. Visit the Yahoo page for details.
If you are not yet a member of the forum, please contact Mike Williams at mike@stagborough.fsnet.co.uk

By The Editor
Winter 2014/2015
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Wall Brown at
Lea Quarry Path

Last Spring my good friend
and neighbour, Liz Rogers,
and I, embarked upon a
mini Patrick Barkham
enterprise… We wanted to
see butterflies we had
never seen before.

W

e had a list: Wood White,
Silver-washed Fritillary,
Dark Green Fritillary, Wall Brown,
Adonis Blue and White Admiral.
I thought, like Patrick, we would
have to travel far and wide, but no!
Apart from a quick foray into
Gloucestershire and Herefordshire
we found everything in our home
county of Shropshire. Some were
under our noses and two flew in to
visit us.

Wigmore Rolls
The Wood White was easy, we
just looked in The Comma and
under ‘Dates for your diary’ there
was an invitation from Dave
Green to visit Wigmore Rolls
(SO392692) and see the Wood
Whites just over the county border.
We knew that the Wood
White was a rare butterfly and so,

Adonis Blue at the
new Rough Bank reserve

22 the Comma

Chalkhill Blue

LLoyd’s Coppice

Wenlock Edge

We were just congratulating
ourselves on crossing another
species off our list and discussing
where to go next when a White
Admiral flew into Lloyds Coppice
(SJ685033). This is Liz’s patch
where she records regularly. She
immediately rang me and over
the next few days we haunted the
path through the Lloyds. Liz saw it
again but I didn’t, I just don’t have
Liz’s mojo. A few weeks later Liz
saw a Silver Washed Fritillary fly
into the same Lloyds path. I didn’t

At one of the Moth Nights I met
Tony Jacques, our county recorder,
he told me about a place along
Wenlock Edge where Wall Brown
butterflies could be seen. Liz went
to reconnoitre.
Lea Quarry Path (SO590981),
owned by the National Trust, is a
stony limestone path that runs
along the edge of a quarry,
sheltered and south facing. It is
only a 10-minute drive from where
we live in the Ironbridge Gorge.
We arrived about 9.30 in the

On Shropshire ’s doorstep…
on the day, asked about our
chances of actually seeing one.
Dave Green was completely
confident, he assured us we would
definitely see several. He was right,
we saw males, females, mating
pairs, there were dozens! What a
day, we came away replete, with
photographs.

Titterstone Clee
The same system worked for the
Wall Brown. Mike Williams was
taking a group to Titterstone Clee
(SO597778) to see them, so we
signed up. What a spectacular
place the Clee is, dramatic and
wild. However, when we arrived it
was not ideal butterfly weather, it
was blowing a gale and raining
intermittently but we put on our
boots, zipped up our waterproofs
and off we went. I was doubtful that
we would see our target but Liz
definitely has a butterfly mojo… and
there they were, looking as battered
and windswept as we were, but

present. We went scrambling up
rocky slopes to get close to them.
There were three, perhaps four,
difficult to photograph, but all in
all a successful day.

Bannister’s Coppice
I had been told years ago by
a man I met briefly at a meeting,
Steve Dalton, that there were
Silver-washed
Fritillaries
in
Bannister’s Coppice (SJ619031),
just a few miles away. It was a
blistering hot day so the shady path
through the wood was a relief. As
we came to a small sunny clearing
this large, vivid orange and black
butterfly glided over our heads and
settled on some brambles a few
yards away. As we watched open
mouthed it was joined by another.
They wouldn’t allow us to come too
close once they had settled but they
had a definite flight path. If we
stood in the right place they would
zip over our shoulders on their way
to urgent business.

see that either, but what
spectacular butterfly it is.

a

morning and there, waiting for
us, were ten Wall butterflies,
posing on Scabious and Hawkbit.
We also saw twenty Speckled
Rough Bank Reserve
Wood and as we turned for
My daughter lives in Gloucestershire
home a Clouded Yellow flew in
and while I was visiting her, the
and settled on some
Rough Bank Reserve (SO914087)
Knapweed.
held its opening celebration. I
He was right,
contacted Sue Smith and
we saw males,
drove down to join a very
females, mating
friendly and knowledgeable
pairs, there were
group of people. What a
dozens! What a
day....
wonderful site this is, I would
advise anyone to go and see it.
The Bank itself is a large expanse
of steep sloping grassland full of
wild flowers. All the blues are
there; that afternoon we saw the
Brown Argus, Chalkhill Blue
(not on the list) and the beautiful
Adonis Blue. What a jewel of a
butterfly it is.
Of course I rang Liz and told
her that I could not possibly explain
the brilliance of the Adonis, she
had to come and see it for herself.
She didn’t argue.

The Bog
In September Liz suddenly added
another butterfly to our list; she
wanted to see the Grayling. We
knew where to find them so we
set off to The Bog Visitor Centre
(SO357978), which is a great
place full of information and
delicious cake. Unfortunately we
were just too late to see them, but
there were Small Coppers and
Small Tortoiseshells still around
and one more Wall.
We have had a really great
summer. I know, we missed the
Dark Green Fritillary, but it’s at the
top of our list for this year!.
Report and photos by
Christine Littlewood

Clouded Yellow
on knapweed at
Lea Quarry Path
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Butterfly encounters in Brisbane
and New Caledonia
The Sunday work party
volunteers in action
improving the habitat for
butterflies and moths
(Mike Williams)

Monkwood manager's plea
for more volunteers

hopefully a few more volunteers will
now be joining the work parties.

Due to the wet spring and hot weather during a great deal
of last summer the growth in Monkwood Nature Reserve
has been enormous.

M

any of the paths in the
reserve, which is jointly
owned and managed by Butterfly
Conservation and Worcestershire
Wildlife Trust, have become quite
narrow and even the main bridleway, which normally a vehicle can
go up quite easily most of the way,
has become overgrown. This winter
the tasks are even more important
than usual.

the volunteers have a limited number of days to do the many tasks
ahead. Fortunately, there are other
groups that come to work in the
wood during the week such as the
Roving Volunteers. Last year saw an
unfortunate decline in the number of
volunteers to join the Sunday work
party, but it was very pleasing to
welcome four new people to the first
event mainly due to posters being
placed in the local area.

Many tasks ahead
The Sunday volunteer work parties
began in October and will end in
late March or early April. Therefore,

2014 butterfly transect
The 2014 butterfly transect was
undertaken by reserve manager
George Groves, Philip Adams
and Patrick Linturn. Easily the
most prolific butterfly on any one
day was the Ringlet. Numbers
generally were rather disappointing, even on good days, perhaps
partly because of the poor
weather early in the year. Not
surprisingly no one saw a Wood
White. Unfortunately, these have
not been seen in the wood for the
past four or so years, however,
there is an abundance of the foodplant in the wood.

Taster day
On 2nd November there was
a “taster day” in the wood and

Branch calendars sell out

Report by George Groves
Branch
calendar
sells out
again!

The 2015 West Midlands branch calendar, featuring a
stunning selection of colourful butterfly and moth images
taken by members, sold out well before Christmas. For the
second year running, the photographic competition and calendar
were a popular and great success, and raised funds for the branch.
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I spent most of last August in the Antipodes,
courtesy of my clever wife, who gave a
paper at an international linguistics
conference in Brisbane. We decided to make
a holiday of the trip and arranged to visit
New Caledonia while we were out there.

Common Crow

B

risbane was very dry and just coming out of
winter. There were no butterflies to be found in the
city, but we took a trip out to the stunning Botanical
Gardens to see if anything was about. The gardens
are brilliantly curated, with almost all plants having
identifying markers. I quickly found a couple of new
species (for me!) – a male Cycad Blue, the only one I
saw, and large numbers of Plumbago Blues. This last
is quite unmistakeable, having an underside unlike any
other Lycaenid. There were a few Monarchs floating
around, Common Crow and one rather beaten up
Hairy Line-blue.

Plumbago Blue

Noumea
After the conference was over, we flew to Noumea
(the capital of New Caledonia), expecting to find
'Hicksville'. We were pleasantly surprised when we
arrived at a bustling city of 100,000 souls, with many
hotels and excellent French restaurants. Good wine was
half the price of Australia – a distinct plus! The
island was not as 'tropical' as I had expected, being
quite cool (16-23ºC). Most wild areas are covered
with 'foret seche' or 'dry rainforest', which sounds
distinctly tautological to me. This is a unique habitat,
which I had not seen before.
The first butterfly to be found was a Common
Crow, flying around blossoms in the central square.
We took a car up to the local nature reserve and
saw our first Glasswings – a delightful, delicate little
butterfly, which proved quite tricky to photograph. We
were also treated to the sight of a Ulysses Swallowtail,
CONTINUED ON PAGE

Glasswing
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Two-spotted Line-blue

Lemon Migrant

Cycad Blue

Meadow Argus

Two-spotted
Line-blue

CONTINUED FROM PAGE

25

occulting shining metallic blue and black, as it powered
past – unfortunately, without stopping.

Bourail
Our next stop was near Bourail, where my first outing
produced a sparklingly fresh Meadow Argus – a really
lovely insect. The area here was very dry and the
commonest butterfly was the Common Grass Blue.
Also very common was the Small Grass Yellow. These
were about half the size of the Common Grass-yellow
and were much more approachable. Oddly, this
butterfly does not appear on the New Caledonia list!
The current thinking is that it is an illegally introduced
species. If so, it has certainly done very well in a short
time – they were all over the place. Incidentally, this ID
has been absolutely confirmed by Far East experts.
Wandering through the grass, I spotted a small
Lycaenid that looked different. It proved to be a

Yellow
Albatross

Two-spotted Line-blue – a neat little butterfly with
an unusual underside in that the forewing is distinctly
orange, and the hindwing pale grey-brown. This
difference is very marked in the field, but does not
seem to show in the textbook illustrations. It is also
called Acacia Blue, Double-spotted Line-blue,
Kasis Blue, and Double-spotted Blue. One certainly
needs to know the scientific names of stuff out there!

Isle of Pines
On the way from Bourail to Noumea, for our 20 minute
flight to the Isle of Pines, the driver stopped for gas.
I was out of the car like a ferret to see what I could find.
There was a beautiful male Silver Forget-Me-Not
flying along the grass verge. I'm confident of this ID,
despite the diagnostic costal spot being hardly visible.
Although very faint, it is in the right place, close to the
post-discal band. Unfortunately, I couldn't hang around
long enough to get a really good upper shot, but it's
still a stunning butterfly.
The Isle of Pines has a much more tropical feel than

Silver Forget-me-not underside

Silver Forget-me-not upperside

the rest of NC, despite being further south, It has
lush green vegetation and, not surprisingly, lots of
pine trees. We were surrounded by forest, which
had nice wide pylon tracks – sunny and perfect for
butterflies. Had there been any sun! Sadly, most of
our three days were cloudy and/or raining. During
one short sunny spell, I saw a couple more Ulysses
Swallowtails but they vanished without pause. I did
manage to find the lovely Caper White – it looks as
if it should be a should be a Delias species! Whilst
photographing this last, I got chased off by a very
fierce looking islander, who took exception (entirely
reasonably) to my being in his bit of forest. Good
job it wasn't the 19th Century – he’d probably have
eaten me!

whizzing around a flowering shrub (if anyone can
ID this from the pix, I’d be delighted to know – it was
a real butterfly magnet). Migrants are usually very
difficult to photograph, but they were so keen on
this shrub that they became simple to approach. I
also saw a Yellow Albatross and my first Hesperid,
a Chrome Awl. The only slight annoyance was
when my wife and I were separated for a couple
of minutes. I returned to find that she had been
watching a Yellow Admiral sitting on a branch
about 4 ft off the ground, with its wings widely
spread... Of course, it was gone when we went
back to the place – ggrrrr!
Despite it being the wrong time of the year for
butterflies, it was an eventful and interesting trip.

Back to Brisbane

Report and photos by
Antony Moore

Back to Brisbane to find that it had been raining for
most of our ten days away. Everything was much
greener, so we had another day in the Botanical
Gardens. A number of Lemon Migrants were

Caper White

Small Grass Yellow

Chrome Awl

26 the Comma

Winter 2014/2015 27

Dates for your diary
To ensure that Branch members and newcomers know what is happening in our region, event and
work party organisers should e-mail full details of upcoming events to the editor of The Comma at
thecomma@btinternet.com and to web-master David Green at greend@ormail.co.uk

Big Butterfly Count
Friday 18th July – Sunday 9th August
see www.bigbutterflycount.org

Brown Hairstreak egg hunt
Saturday 31st January, meet at 10.00am, at
Grafton Flyford Church car park just off the A422
Worcester- Stratford road (GR: SO963557).
Contact: Simon Primrose on 07952 260153
or e-mail Simonjprimrose@aol.com
Brown Hairstreak Open Day
Sun 30th August 11.00am-3.00pm, meet at
Three Parish Hall at Grafton Flyford for morning
walk followed by refreshments at the village hall
(GR: SO963557). Contact: John Tilt on 01386
792458 or e-mail john.tilt2@btopenworld.com
Coppett Hill Work Parties
Sunday 25th January, meet at 10.00am at the
Triangle, Coppett Hill (GR: SO639895), approach
over Dry Arch, for bracken management to benefit
Pearl-bordered Fritillaries.
Contact: wendyandphil@btinternet.com
Ewyas Harold Common Work Parties
Saturday 24th January, Saturday 21st February,
Saturday 21st March, Saturday 18th April. Meet
at 10.00am at the northern Cwm Hill end of Ewyas
Harold Common adjacent to the top cattle grid
(GR: SO382302). Approach from Abbey Dore off the
B4347 at GR: SO384306. Contact: Ian Hart on
01981 510259 or e-mail yellowrattle4@aol.com
Grafton Wood Butterfly Walk
Sun 19th July meet at 2.00pm, at Grafton Flyford
Church (GR: SO963557). Guided walk. Target
species are Silver-washed Fritillary and White Admiral.
Tea and cake at the village hall afterwards.
Contact: John Tilt on 01386 792458
or e-mail john.tilt2@btopenworld.com
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Grafton Wood Work Parties
Grafton Wood work parties are held on Wednesdays
and continue until the end of March. The Sunday
work parties continue on the second Sunday of the
month until March. Meet at 10.00am at Grafton
Flyford Church car park just off the A422 Worcester
to Stratford road (GR: SO963557).
Contact: John Tilt on 01386 792458
or e-mail john.tilt2@btopenworld.com
Monkwood Work Parties
Meet on the first Sunday of the month at
10.00am in the reserve car park off the Sinton
Green to Monkwood Green road (GR: SO803603).
Contact: George Groves on 01905 620721
or e-mail george_groves@btopenworld.com
Mortimer Forest Work Party
Thursday 15th February, meet at 10.00am at
High Vinnalls car park (GR: SO474733). Lunchtime
barbecue. Leaders: Julia Walling and Mike Williams.
Contact: 01584 874636
Moth Breakfast
Sunday 19th July, meet 8.30 am at Phepson
Farm near Himbleton (GR. SO941598). Part of
Worcestershire's Butterfly Bonanza weekend.
Leader: Mike Southall
Go to www.phepsonfarm.co.uk for full details.
National Moth Recorders
The 5th National Moth Recorders’ meeting will be
held on Saturday 31st January at the Birmingham
and Midland Institute, central Birmingham.
Registration fee £7.50 payable on the day.
Advanced booking is essential, to book your place
please contact info@butterfly-conservation.org
or 01929 400209
Penny Hill Quarry Work Parties
Sunday 22nd February and Sunday 1st March,
meet at 10.00am at the entrance to the landfill site
off Pudford Lane, Hillside, Martley, Worcs.

(GR: SO752613). It is planned to clear vegetation
around the bottom pond, among other tasks.
Contact: Mike Williams on 07802 274552
or e-mail mike@stagborough.fsnet.co.uk
Prees Heath Common Work Parties
Wednesday 21st January, Wednesday 18th
February, Wednesday 18th March, meet at
10.30am on the access track opposite the Steel Heath
turning off the A49. Contact: Stephen Lewis
on 07900 886809 or e-mail slewis@butterflyconservation.org
Trench Wood Work Parties
Meet every Thursday at 9.30am and on the fourth
Sunday of the month until the end of March at
10.00am in the reserve car park (GR: SO930588).
Contact: John Holder on 01905 794854
or e-mail johnholder@tiscali.co.uk
West Midlands Branch AGM
The AGM will be held on Saturday 7th March
at Birches Valley Forest Centre, Lady Hill, Rugeley,
Staffs, WS15 2UQ. Speaker: Stephen Lewis, Prees
Heath Warden. Assemble at 10.30am and the
formal business starts at 11.00am.
White-letter Hairstreak Egg Hunt
Saturday 24th January, meet at 10.30am at
Stafford Castle car park (GR: SJ 90332206). A training
event on how to find the eggs of this elusive butterfly.
Contact: Tony Moore on 01785 609236
or e-mail antonymoore@ntlworld.com
Wood White talk
West Midlands branch member David Green will give
a talk on the Wood White and its conservation to BC
members and members of the Shropshire Wildlife
Trust’s Ludlow Group at 7.30pm on Thursday
12th February at the Mascall Centre in Ludlow.
Contact: David Green at alpium@clara.co.uk
Wyre Forest work parties
Sunday 18th January, meet at 10.00am at start of old
railway line at bottom of Dry Mill Lane, Bewdley (GR:
SO773764). Sunday 15th March, meet at 10.00am
at Earnwood Copse car park on B4194 Bewdley-Kinlet
road (GR: SO744784). Sunday 29th March, meet at
10.00am at Earnwood Copse. Lunchtime barbecue
Contact Mike Williams on 07802 274552
or e-mail mike@stagborough.fsnet.co.uk

Hurricane puts dampener
on show displays

S

unday 10th August dawned and with it arrived
the remnants of Hurricane Bertha! Mike Williams
and his intrepid crew, including Jan Taylor, Richard
Langley and Richard Woolley arrived at the Far
Forest Countryside Show to set up the Butterfly
Conservation stall. We managed, with others, to put
a roof over our heads while Bertha gave us a
little respite from the downpour. The ground was
extremely muddy but, at this stage, it was not too
windy. We had sheep for company on the one side
and a wood worker on the other.
Mike carefully put a selection of moths into a
display container. We never found out what most of
them were so interested punters were pointed in the
direction of Mike’s field guide!

Break camp
The morning, although damp, was not unsuccessful
and we sold several Wyre Forest butterfly
identification leaflets and gave away some old
copies of The Comma. After lunch it dried up and
the sun came out. Unfortunately, it also started to blow
and keeping literature on the table plus the moths was
well nigh impossible. The advertising boards started
to buckle so we were forced to ‘break camp’ rather
earlier than intended. Nevertheless, we believe we
have gained a new transect recorder. We were able
to look around the show in turns and see what was
on offer. Let us hope the weather is better this year.
Many thanks to Sally Pendergast, John Iles and
their crew for their help and company.
By Richard Woolley

The branch display during a break in the wind and
rain (Richard Woolley)
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Dingy
Skipper’s
welcome
return

Dingy Skipper
(Patrick Clement)

The Sunday work party
volunteers in action
improving the habitat for
butterflies and moths
(Mike Williams)

Habitat management work at three Telford
& Wrekin Council sites has resulted in the
return of the Dingy Skipper butterfly to land
where it has been absent since the 1990s.

T

wo and a half years of habitat management at the
sites was funded by £10,000 awarded by the SITA
Trust Enriching Nature fund and has been undertaken
by Telford & Wrekin Council in partnership with Butterfly
Conservation and Shropshire Wildlife Trust using local
contractors and volunteers.

Suitable areas of habitat for the species were created
by removing trees and scrub to reduce shading in
meadow areas and areas of bare ground were created
to encourage Bird’s-foot Trefoil which is the favoured
food plant of the Dingy Skipper.

Dingy Skipper returning
High priority species
The Dingy Skipper is one of the UK’s rapidly declining
butterflies and is a “high priority species” in the West
Midlands branch Regional Action Plan. But the works
will also benefit a range of other invertebrate species.

Annual surveys of the sites have been carried out
by trained volunteers supported by Butterfly Conservation
and Telford & Wrekin Council. It was with great
excitement that volunteer surveyors recorded Dingy
Skipper returning to its former sites in 2014 as a result
of the project.
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Albion Hill: one of the scrapes created through the
project and the subsequent colonisation by Bird’s-foot
Trefoil – larval food plant of the Dingy Skipper
(Mike Williams)
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Dr Jenny Joy, Senior Regional Officer for Butterfly
Conservation, said: “I’m delighted to see the SITA
funded project on the Dingy Skipper butterfly in Telford
has been so successful. As a direct result of this work the
butterfly has colonised two new sites where there is now
new breeding habitat.
“One of these sites – Albion Hill – lost the Dingy
Skipper in the early 1990s and I have visited it on many
occasions since then but never seen it. Finding the
butterfly on this site was therefore especially memorable
and full credit should be given to Telford & Wrekin
Council for the work they have achieved through
this project.”
Report by Mike Williams

North Staffordshire - John Bryan
Central Staffordshire - Robert Winstanley
South Staffordshire - David Jackson
Herefordshire - Dean Fenton
Malvern Hills - Mel Mason
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Egg-hunters extraordinaire at Grafton Wood, from left: Andy and Jean Young, Steve Horton,
Hugh Glennie, Pauline Jennings, Simon, Mike Williams, Peter Seal and Colin Grey (Roger Wasley)

A staggering 855 eggs –
that’s the total number of
Brown Hairstreak eggs found
so far this season in
Worcestershire by our loyal
band of ‘streakers’.

W

eekly Thursday searches
were underway as early
as 2nd October with a trip to
the electricity sub-station near
Feckenham, where National Grid
had commissioned some blackthorn management and fence
protection following our visit last
winter. Their admirable work has
created a lot of new habitat for the
Brown Hairstreak and we were
rewarded with a higher egg count
(124) than in 2013.
The streakers’ next target was
Upper Hollowfields Farm where we
had been invited to search by the
owners, prior to them finalizing
plans for rotational hedge flailing
later in the winter. This farm is a
magnificent advert for what can be
done to support and encourage all
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types of wildlife on a farmland
environment, and we were amazed
to find over 400 eggs in the areas
we searched.
Saturday 29th November saw
the first of our three formal timed
counts at Grafton Wood. The area
we searched was the Orchard and
adjacent hedgerows and, although
our count of 176 eggs was down
on the 264 found in 2013, we are
confident that with the creation of
large tracts of new and highlysuitable nearby habitat, within the
wood itself, we will at least equal
and probably beat last year’s
combined count.

Enthusiastic co-operation
There was still time before Christmas
for two more Thursday searches.
The first of these at Morton Stanley
Park in Redditch, where we have
been recording small numbers
of eggs for the last three winters.
In response to our advice, and
together with the enthusiastic
co-operation of Redditch Council,
some much-needed blackthorn

management had been carried
out there by their regular group
of volunteers and this had a direct
impact in enabling us to find
60 eggs within the park, more
than doubling last years’ total.
Especially pleasing was the finding
of six eggs on newly grown suckers
in the area where the management
work had taken place. A report of
eggs in a brand new area of
Redditch will be followed up in the
New Year
Our final Thursday search for
2014, prior to us retiring to the
pub for our traditional (and
well
earned!)
end-of-season
Christmas lunch, took us to
two Worcestershire Wildlife Trust
reserves. The recently acquired
Baynhall Meadows revealed
seven eggs and nearby Humpy
Meadow three more, rounding
off an encouraging first-half of
the 2014/15 egg searching
season.
By Simon Primrose
Brown Hairstreak Species Champion
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Closing in on1000 Brownie eggs!!

