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Bringing butterflies and moths back to Britain

This edition’s stunning
cover image of a Purple
Thorn, drawn to a
mercury vapour light trap
in the Wyre Forest in
Worcestershire, was
submitted by keen
Halesowen moth-er and
photographer Patrick
Clement. Patrick then
photographed the back-lit
moth against a black
background and added a
picture of the Moon using
Photoshop software on
his Apple Macintosh
computer. This shot wins
the editor’s award for
ingenuity – and the
patience of a saint!

Contributions
Please send articles and
images to the editor at:

thecomma@btinternet.com

The opinions expressed
in this newsletter are not
necessarily those of West
Midlands Branch or
Butterfly Conservation.

Copy deadline

The deadline for
editorial contributions
to the Winter edition
of The Comma is
10th January 2013.
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W

ell, what a year! After a winter’s work we couldn’t wait for the
summer so that we could see the effect of our management and
what happens? Rain! March started well with the temperature
in the 20s and we thought that we were going to get another early year.
April, May and June were dreadful
with June’s rainfall beating
previous records.
The effect on butterfly
populations was disastrous; we
will only know the full effect when
all the results are in.
However, with a bit of planning
and looking for windows in the
weather there were some
Silver-washed Fritillary at Grafton
highlights…
Silver-washed Fritillaries and White Admirals were good at
Grafton Wood and people attending the Butterfly Walk were treated to
good views and most people were
able to take photographs.
The introduction of Pearlbordered Fritillary at Grafton
was not successful; none of the
adults showed in the spring. This
was hardly surprising as the
coppice plot where they were
released was under water for most
of the time.
White Admiral at Trench Wood
On the positive side, the
numbers of Pearl-bordered Fritillaries were excellent at Ewyas Harold,
mostly in the areas where we had worked last winter. In a similar way, the
work we did for Dingy Skippers
at Penny Hill was rewarded by
counts of 50+ by the end of May.
I did my annual visit to Prees
Heath. Stephen Lewis said that
we were having a poor year like
everyone else. Well, if that is a
poor year, we have no worries for
Silver-studded Blues for the
future. The reserve and the
condition of the heather looked Dingy Skipper at Penny Hill
Company limited by guarantee, registered in England
(2206468)
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Notes from the Chairman
superb. I visited both Trench Wood and Monkwood reserves and found Silverwashed Fritillary and White Admirals in both.
Mike Williams organised our annual West Midlands Branch visit to Scotland.
This year we went to the Borders staying in
Eyemouth. The target species were Dark
Green Fritillary, Northern Brown Argus
and Grayling, all of which were found and
photographed. However, the highlight for me
was a visit to Bass Rock to see 50,000
Gannets.
I also popped over the border to
Gloucestershire to look at BC’s new reserve
John Tilt
at Rough Bank. I was most impressed with
Adonis Blue at Rough Bank
the site which had good numbers of Adonis Blue, Small Blue and
Dingy Skipper. It is to be used as a site to introduce Large Blue.
So in a poor year
there
were
still
butterflies to be seen.
We try and improve
butterfly and moth
numbers by managing
habitat, but there is
nothing we can do
about the weather.
Not to be deterred
by the bad weather, a
few of us joined the
first Work Party of the
year in early August
cutting Blackthorn to
improve the habitat for
Brown Hairstreak in
Bob Steele’s wood.
Your efforts really
do make a difference,
so please join us for
any of our work
parties. Full details are
listed in the Branch Dingy Skippers are thriving at Penny Hill thanks to the efforts of our work parties
Diary on Page 29.

Award for Steve’s outstanding service

Our congratulations to Steve Harper, a long-standing branch member, who is a
recipient of the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust’s Wild Service Award for 2012.
Steve has been closely involved with the management of Chaddesley Wood
Nature Reserve, near Bromsgrove, and has undertaken a butterfly transect there
for the past 14 years. Steve will receive his award at the Trust AGM in October.
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Visitors see new
Wood White board
at Bury Ditches

A

new information board about Bury Ditches –
an important site for the nationally
endangered Wood White – has been read by
many visitors to this butterfly hotspot near Lydbury
North in Shropshire this summer. The erection of the
board on 18th May marked the successful completion
of a two-year project run by Butterfly Conservation
and the Forestry Commission to help save the
butterfly. Representatives of both organisations were
joined by local Ludlow MP, Philip Dunne.
Bury Ditches is one of the last remaining
strongholds for this rare and endangered butterfly in
Shropshire and is owned and managed by the
Forestry Commission. The information board raises
awareness of the importance of the Wood White
locally and highlights the important work that BC
and the Forestry Commission have undertaken.
The Wood White has undergone a 65 per cent
decline in its distribution in England over the past 30
years. A recent study has shown that only around 50
colonies of this butterfly remain in England – putting
it at high risk of extinction. More than half of all
remaining colonies are found on land belonging to
the Forestry Commission and this is also true for
Shropshire. When woodland becomes darker and the

Information board: Alan Reid (left), Forestry
Commission Wildlife Ranger, with Mike Williams,
Butterfly Conservation South Shropshire Woods
Project, and Philip Dunne, MP for Ludlow

rides narrower, the foodplants and nectar that these
butterflies rely on are unable to grow. Management
work undertaken as part of the project which was
funded by SITA Trust has been carried out in seven
Forestry Commission owned woods. Initial results
have been very encouraging with
sightings of Wood Whites in new
areas and a spread of some of the key
wild flowers on which the butterfly
depends for egg-laying. South
Shropshire is one of the four
remaining English regions where it’s
not too late to save the Wood White
butterfly, with Bury Ditches being
the site with the highest numbers of
this delicate insect in the county.
Mike Williams, on behalf of
Butterfly Conservation, said: “We
were very pleased that Philip Dunn
was able to join us to hear about
some of the work that has taken
place. The project has been a real
success story and has helped to
Key information: The new information board at Bury Ditches
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highlight nationally the importance of Forestry Commission owned sites for
butterflies and moths. Butterfly Conservation has agreed a joint conservation
strategy with the Forestry Commission and this is just one example of excellent
partnership working that is taking place in the region.”
Alan Reid, Forestry Commission Wildlife Ranger who has played an
important role in the successful delivery of the project, said: “As an organisation
we are committed to finding ways in which we can better manage our woods to
benefit wildlife and biodiversity and we have shown through this project that we
have been able to make a real difference to the fortunes of a fast declining
butterfly.”
Philip Dunne added: “I was interested to learn more about the work that has
been carried out in this joint project between Butterfly Conservation and the
Forestry Commission which ended in March this year. The information board on
the Wood White butterfly will be officially unveiled at the end of May, and I
would encourage anyone interested in conservation of our species to visit Bury
Ditches and learn more about the work being undertaken in this area.”
While much of the management work during the project has been undertaken
by contractors, local volunteers have played a key role in undertaking
conservation management tasks and also helping to survey and monitor
populations of the Wood White in local woods.
 A special thank you event was held on 27th May as part of Save our
Butterflies Week which included a guided walk for visitors to see the Wood
White. The occasion marked the end of the South Shropshire Woods Project and
was a special thank you to all the volunteers and contractors who had been part
of the project.

At a ceremony on 27th May, Dennis Moir (left), formerly of the Forestry
Commission, and Harold Hughes, a BC Vice-President and a former National
Chairman, unveil the information board (Mike Williams).

Orange Tip seen on 1st
April by chat site member
Joy Stevens

Chat site keeps
you up to date

For up to date information
on what is happening
within the region between
issues of The Comma you
can join the West
Midlands butterfly and
moth chat site on Yahoo.
It is free to join and you
will receive regular emails
with news of sightings,
events and activities (you
can decide how often you
receive information) as
well as being able to share
photos or ask others for
help with identification or
finding a good site for a
particular species. It is a
closed group and only
members (around 80 at the
moment) can take part so
no risk of spam emails.
The site is moderated by
Mike Williams on behalf
of West Midlands BC
and to join go to
http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/butterflyconserv
ationwestmidlands/ or just
email Mike. It is very
simple to use and a great
way to keep in touch.
There is also a similar but
separate group specific to
the butterflies and moths
of the Wyre Forest which
is also worth joining if you
are a regular visitor.
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Nadia’s poetry book sales
still boosting branch funds
Poetry in motion: Front row (left to right): Keith Chandler, Emma Purshouse, Matthew Oates,
Nadia Kingsley, Mario Petrucci; back row: Paul Francis, Nick Pearson, Charles Worth,
Katherine Swift, Tom Wentworth, Alwyn Marriage, Roger Garfitt (Mike Williams)

I

t was a wonderful experience to bring butterflies
to the Wenlock Poetry Festival 2012, writes
Nadia Kingsley. Eleven poets read, interspersed
with Katherine Swift’s beautiful piece of writing
about garden butterflies, and projected images of
butterflies – all from the Shropshire Butterflies book.
We were honoured to have Anna Dreda, the
founder and artistic director of the Festival introduce
us and be a member of the hundred strong audience.
Anna wrote afterwards: “Thank you so much for all
you did to help make the third Wenlock Poetry
Festival such a success, and please will you pass on
my thanks to all the Shropshire Butterflies poets who,
with you, created such a very special event.”
Mike Williams, of Butterfly Conservation’s
South Shropshire Woods Project, said: “Good to see

6
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you at the poetry performance which I thoroughly
enjoyed. Enjoyment shared I think by all those
present in the light of the comments I heard people
making afterwards. Thank you for giving such a good
plug for Butterfly Conservation in your introductory
remarks. There was a lot of interest in our display and
information table and everyone was very keen to take
copies of the South Shropshire butterflies leaflet and
membership details.”
Over the three-day festival, the organisers sold 25
copies of the Shropshire Butterflies book. I am
therefore glad to say that through this project I have
been able to donate £769 so far to the West Midlands
Branch. I would like to send my heartfelt thanks to
Dr and Mrs Harold Hughes who sponsored the
event.

Sun shines on Tiddesley Wood

M

ore than 1,000 people visited the annual
Tiddesley Wood Open Day near Pershore in
Worcestershire on 6th May and many
dropped by the Butterfly Conservation stand.
West Midlands Branch committee member Mike
Williams led guided butterfly walks through the
ancient woodland and former deer park which covers
some 200 acres.

The main feature of the stand was the Big
Butterfly Count and Branch members John and
Miriam Tilt, Dr John Dover and Peter Seal were
on hand to answer questions.
Our picture shows Miriam attracting children to
the stand with her “Make your own butterfly”
material.
(Photo: John Tilt)

Paul finds Brown
Hairstreak larva

C

ongratulations to Paul Meers for his
photo of a newly emerged Brown
Hairstreak larva taken at Feckenham
Wylde Moor reserve on 2nd May. Finding larvae
this small is very difficult as the caterpillars
quickly disappear into the nearest leaf.
Paul said: “When I noticed that one of the
eggs had a hole in it I investigated further and
found this little beauty right next to another egg
with a hole in it so as you can imagine I spent
some time taking pics.”
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est Midlands Branch members were among thousands of
adults and schoolchildren who took part in the Big Butterfly
Count from 14th July - 5th August. Launching the event, BC
President Sir David Attenborough warned that butterflies could suffer
serious population crashes
this year following recordbreaking
wet
weather.
Branch member Patrick Clement was one of those who spent 15
minutes identifying butterflies and moths in his garden. He said: “We
decided to conduct our Big Butterfly Count on 23rd July. We knew it
was not going to be a big count this year so we might just as well do it
now and get it out of the way. We were just standing in the garden
discussing the ethics of synchronising the starting the clock with the
sighting of our first butterfly when our conundrum was removed by a
Marbled White floating past our heads – a first garden record of this
species in the 18 years we have lived here in Halesowen. What an
amazing start, to be followed by a fairly ordinary Small White,
Speckled Wood, Comma, Ringlet and Meadow Brown.”

W

Model member: Dr
Jenny Joy, Senior Regional
Officer for the West
Midlands, models the new
branch fleece

Keep warm
this winter
in a new
branch fleece

A new line in West
Midlands branch branded
black fleeces has been
selling like hot cakes this
summer. The fleeces have
been on sale at various
Butterfly Conservation
events in the region. If you
missed out you can still
order one for £20. Please
contact Mike Williams at
mike@stagborough.fsnet.co.uk
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White Admiral remains elusive
during Highgate Common walk

he winter edition of The Comma included an article by Phil Playford
on the work carried out at Highgate Common. Since Staffs Wildlife
Trust took on the management of this reserve, the local branch,
through Dave Jackson, has arranged several butterfly walks and moth
trapping events, the latest a search
for White Admiral on 1st July.
The first thing that strikes you
as you arrive at Highgate, is the
swathe of wild flowers that have
been planted in the middle and
around the car park. The Trust has
done this around all the main car
parks and the result is spectacular.
Six of us set off from the main
car park and almost immediately
disturbed Ringlet and then a Large
Skipper on our way to the first
pool. Although not prolific, we did Small Heath (Joy Stevens)
find several species of butterflies and other interesting insects and plants,
identified by members within the group. Highgate Common is an excellent
site for Small Heath and we found limited numbers distributed all over the
common.
Unfortunately, we were not successful in our quest for White Admiral
but, considering the slow start for our summer butterflies, this was not
surprising. However, we did find: Grass Wave, Small Heath (18), Ringlet
(13), Cinnabar, Large Skipper (4), Meadow Brown (4), Silver Y (2) and
Jo y Stevens
Speckled Wood.

T
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Rewards
for those
braving
weather
By Richard Southwell

Dave Jackson, wearing cap, leading the Cannock Chase walk

W

hat a year it’s been for butterflies and moths?
The deceptively good weather in March was
followed by rain and storms through much of
April, May and June.
Those who did venture out were often rewarded by
seeing some of our special species. At the end of June at
Prees Heath Dave Grundy showed us moths he caught
during the night and Stephen Lewis showed us all the
Silver-studded Blues. Whixall Moss in the afternoon
even tried the best of us to see a single male Large
Heath. The following day was no better. Cannock Chase,
and the ever-enthusiastic Dave Jackson, eventually gave
the committed a show of a few male Small Pearlbordered Fritillary, plus a rare male Clouded Buff
netted by Richard Southwell along with a few,
pheromone induced, male Welsh Clearwing thanks to
the expertise of Ian Machin. Well done to the
perseverance of Colin Bowler jumping through the
tussock grass to eventually show the remaining humans
that the fritillary still existed here but undoubtedly the
females were savvier and hadn’t emerged until the marsh
thistle was in bloom. It’s no good telling me they were out
in Wales weeks ago! What matters are the habitat
conditions in a particular location.
The following week Jane and I went to Prestbury Hill
in Gloucestershire and saw very little except masses of
Chimney Sweeper all freshly emerged. Oh dear! We
recorded over 500 two weeks before in a field near
Halesowen that were quite worn and that must be 80
miles north of Prestbury.
Our Branch Secretary, Joy Stevens, did most of the
driving for new member Andy Barker and me and also
found us a great pub in the middle of nowhere in
Shropshire. And the future? Well, Colin, what about
organising a Marsh Fritillary trip to a South Wales coal
tip interspersed with the odd pint next year?

Close view of Welsh Clearwing (Andy Barker)

Female Silverstudded Blue
at Prees
Heath (Tony
Wharton)

Small Pearl-bordered on Cannock (Joy Stevens)
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Midlands Regional Conservation Day

£15,000 boost for Prees Heath
Common Reserve projects
Key meeting: Branch members and visitors at the Midlands Regional Conservation Day (Mike Williams)

A

mong many other interesting presentations,
Stephen Lewis gave an update on Press
Heath Common Reserve at the Regional
Conservation Day held at the Wyre Forest Discovery
Centre, near Bewdley, on 28th April. He said a grant
of £15,000 had been secured from Veolia Trust
(landfill tax credits) for ongoing work on the reserve
this year. This will include improving the area where
the spoil was dumped when the new pond was
excavated, sowing more heather and grass seed on
some of the barer re-creation areas and arranging for
more moth surveying. The contract for moth
surveying has been awarded to Dave Grundy.
Heather germination over the past year has been
poor, and this is thought to be mainly due to the lack
of rainfall over the 18 months before this spring.
However, the re-creation area in front of the old
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airfield hangars (the first to be treated – see photo,
below) has done remarkably well, to the extent that
this autumn volunteers can brush harvest the seed
and use it elsewhere on the site. However, Stephen
and his team are yet to see evidence of Silverstudded Blue using this area for breeding. The ant
survey that was carried out in 2009 was due to be
repeated this summer.
Silver-studded Blue numbers remain good on the
SSSI areas where a single species transect has been
walked since 1991.
The Shropshire Way long distance footpath is due
to be re-routed through the reserve later this year as
part of the Heritage Lottery Fund Meres & Mosses
project, which will also see some restoration work on
the old airfield control tower at a future date.
Butterfly Conservation purchased the western
half of Prees Heath Common in
2006, and most of the eastern half
remains in arable cultivation, and it
continues to be a long-term goal to
see this area restored to heathland.
A student from Harper Adams
University College is going to do a
project to find out more about the
Silver-studded Blues that survive
on the old runways on the eastern
half.

Moth detective work pays off!
Report and image: Oliver Wadsworth

O

ne of our more colourful micro moths is
Digitivalva perlepidella. Its food plant is
Ploughman’s Spikenard which prefers the
thin, broken, calcareous soils associated with old
quarries, diggings and scree. Nationally, such habitat
is quite scarce so the moth’s distribution is limited.
The limestone hills of the Gloucestershire Cotswolds
offer many suitable sites for both plant and moth, but
even there the sites are generally small. The larvae
mine the lower leaves of the plant in spring, pupating
in the base of the leaf stalks next to the stem. The day
flying imagines are on the wing in May.
My interest in perlepidella was sparked when
reading about how recorders in
Gloucestershire had found it to be
present at several new sites in recent
years, extending the range within
the area north and ever closer to the
border with Worcestershire VC37,
my home county, where we had
never recorded the moth. This last
winter, signs of the moth had been
found just south of Cheltenham and
near Bourton-on-the-Water to the east,
close enough for me to think that there
must be a possibility that the moth could be
present in southern Worcestershire. We have two
small areas that offer suitable habitat similar to that
found in the Cotswolds further south. Bredon Hill is
a small island of oolitic limestone across which the
old Vice County border meanders. Its southern slopes
have numerous old quarries where the food plant can
be found in low density. The area has been searched
for the moth before but not for many years. The other
area is the thin peninsular of VC37 extending southeast to cover Broadway and Fish Hill. This area has
not previously been searched to my knowledge.
Following a discussion with Robert Homan, who
records in both Gloucestershire and south Worcestershire, he contacted me in early spring to say that he
had found perlepidella mines at a new site just north
of Cheltenham but had failed to find any sign of the
moth on Bredon Hill. He also visited Fish Hill and
found little sign of the food plant on the grassland
around Broadway Tower. The best bet to find the
plant in any quantity would be the active limestone
quarry at the top of Fish Hill.

Poor weather prevented my own searches until
late April. I had been told that mines could be hard to
find so I got my eye in at a couple of known
Gloucestershire sites first. I found mines but it was
hard work and it was clear that it would get more
difficult very quickly. This year’s contrasting spring
weather made it an awkward year to be looking for
this moth! The early heatwave triggered feeding early
in the season. The larvae feed rapidly on the lower
leaves leaving them as fragile bladders which are
quickly overgrown by new growth so you really have
to get down and expose the lowest leaves to find
them. This year the early heatwave was replaced with
wet weather. The mined leaves are at the ‘bottom of
the pile’ so remain wet and rot rapidly leaving
little trace of the moth’s presence.
A visit to Fish Hill confirmed
Robert’s suggestion about the active
quarry as being a likely spot to
search. Looking over the boundary
fence revealed a large south-east
facing bank that had been left to
vegetate. I arranged access with
the very helpful quarry owners,
Smith-Bletchington, but it was not
until 8th May that myself and VC37
County Recorder Tony Simpson
managed to find a gap in the weather when we
could make our visit.
Ploughman’s Spikenard was found growing in the
car park and it was thriving on the bank. At first we
could find no signs of feeding on the leaves of these
plants but we did find larvae of the Plume moth
Euleioptilus carphodactyla. It was not until we were
about to leave that we found just a hint of feeding on
one plant. The tiny fragment of browned leaf was not
enough to be certain about in the field so I took the
plant back home to look at it more closely.
Under magnification it was clear that there were a
couple of fragments of mined leaves left on the plant.
More importantly two pupae were found intact in leaf
stalks still attached to the stem. In time, these yielded
two adult moths that represent the first records for
Worcestershire VC37, if only by a matter of a few
hundred yards!
It’s not clear if the discovery of perlepidella at
these new sites represents an expansion in the range
of this moth or if it is purely down to increased
recording effort, but the latter seems more likely.
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16 new moth species recorded
in Worcestershire in 2011
By Tony Simpson, County Moth Record

2011 was a “bumper year” with 16 new species of
moths recorded in Worcestershire (VC37). There
were 3 new macro species:
Danny Arnold had a single Double Line at
Upper Rochford on 5th June which might be a new
resident or possibly a migrant. Steve Whitehouse
had a Rannoch Looper of the migrant form at
Trench Wood on 14th June. In early July, there was
an influx of Small Marbled, a rare migrant which
has not been recorded in the county before, with
specimens recorded by Gavin Peplow at Abberton,
at Bewdley by Ian Machin, and Stoke Prior by Jeff
Rush. Later in October, I had one at Bransford.
There were 13 new micro species: I found a
number of vacated leaf mines on Birch of
Ectoedemia minimella in Rock Coppice on 8th
October. I found two larval cases of Coleophora
lithargyrinella feeding on Stitchwort at Cobb’s
Cross on 29th April and bred one moth. Oliver
Wadsworth had a Coleophora sternipennella to
light at St. Johns - Worcester; a species which feeds
on Atriplex and Chenopodium species. He also
recorded Cosmiotes consortella at Monkwood on
1st April and at Tiddesley Wood on 16th August.
Patrick Clement caught a specimen of Tuta
absoluta at Windmill Hill on 2nd July, which is the
first free-flying record in the UK of a recently arrived
pest species. There had been previous DEFRA
records from Tomato greenhouses in the Evesham
area in 2010 and it remains a notifiable pest. It has
the potential to live on any Solanaceous plant

Tuta absoluta is now sweeping across Europe and
North Africa (Patrick Clement)
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Rare migrant: Small Marbled (Tony Simpson)

outdoors, such as Woody Nightshade.
Martin Skirrow caught a moth at light on 27th
July at Carpenter’s Farm - Pendock which was later
confirmed by me to be Dichomeris alacella, which is
a rare species whose larva feeds on lichens on tree
trunks, and may have come from nearby orchard
trees.
Ian Machin caught a pretty little moth at light in
Bewdley on 15th September, which Oliver
Wadsworth confirmed as Mompha divisella, whose
larva makes a stem gall in smaller Willow Herb
species.
Mike Dale and Oliver Wadsworth had
specimens of Cnephasia communana at Feckenham
Wylde Moor to light on 17th May and at Windmill
Hill on 24th May. This is either an overlooked or
more probably a recently arrived species in the
county.
When we were light trapping at Monkwood on
22nd April Patrick Clement caught a worn grey
Tortrix which was confirmed as Acleris logiana, and
Steve Whitehouse had another at Worcester on 24th
December. This Birch feeding species used to be
confined to Scotland, but there have been an
increasing number of records in the south of England,
some in Warwickshire in 2010, and now it has
reached us. This probably represents a new wave of
immigration from the continent unrelated to the
Scottish specimens.
Danny Arnold had an unusual Tortrix to light at
Upper Rochford on 14th January, which on
dissection turned out to be Acleris abietana. This is a
moth which first appeared in Scotland in 1965; there

were some records from the North of England and
then one in Herefordshire in 2008. It feeds on
conifers especially Abies species and seems now to
be spreading southwards in the UK.
The last three species to reach Worcestershire are
all UK migrants. Danny Arnold had our first
European Corn-borer, Ostrinia nubilalis, at Upper
Rochford to light on 1st October. This species can be
a pest species on Maize in hotter climates and is now
resident in South-East England feeding on Mugwort.
Then Gavin Peplow had Hymenia recurvalis at
Abberton at light on 10th October. There was a small
influx of this Mediterranean species into the UK last
autumn.
Finally, Jeff Rush had a beautiful Palpita
vitrealis to light at Stoke Prior on 28th October.
That a large number of new species were
recorded, despite a hot sunny start that then turned
into a generally cold and miserable summer in which
the commoner migrant species and resident species
were in low numbers, reflects the generally increased
number of recorders with light traps and the fact that
we now have five proficient micromoth recorders in
the county.
Palpita vitrealis (Oliver Wadsworth)

New butterfly walk leaflet online

Mompha divisella (Oliver Wadsworth)

Marsh Moth
hanging on

T

wo branch members
joined author Dr Paul
Waring and other
volunteers at SaltfleetbyTheddlethorpe Dunes on the
Lincolnshire coast in a
survey of the rare Marsh
Moth. 58 Marsh Moths were
caught at Saltfleetby and one
at Gibraltar Point. Also seen
were Broom Moth, Darkbarred Twin-spot Carpet,
Valerian Pug, White Colon.

Worcestershire County Council’s
Countryside Service has just published a
series of leaflets called ‘Walks Around
Wyre’, including the Pound Green
Butterfly Circular Walk.This 3.5 mile walk
straddles the county boundary of
Worcestershire and Shropshire and
offers the walker the opportunity to
discover various species of butterfly
while exploring a rich variety of
landscapes and habitats. The walk
starts and ends at Pound Green
Village Hall (GR: SO756792). The
leaflet is available to download from
the WCC website
(www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
countryside) and was produced
with the help of Mike Williams, of
BC’s West Midlands Branch, and
supported by the Grow With
Wyre landscape partnership
which encourages people to
visit, understand and protect
the Wyre Forest.
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Members Day at Ewyas Harold

I

an Hart organised a West Midlands Branch
Members Day at Ewyas Harold Common in
Herefordshire so visitors could see the effects of last
winter’s work. For once, we had some good sunny
weather and saw and photographed good numbers of
Pearl-bordered Fritillaries and, as a bonus, a Grizzled
Skipper too. Ian took the group around the common
and the reserve. It was good to see how the fritillaries
are using the flower rich meadows of the reserve as a
nectar source and breeding in the cleared areas of the
common. Pearl-bordered seems safe in this area if we
keep up the management work.
John Tilt
30 YEARS of saving

butterflies, moths

and their habita
ts in the West Midlan
ds

Treat yourself to our butterfly walks guide
Our 40-page guide to 30 of the best butterfly walks in the West Midlands Branch
area is well in profit, which means that every new copy sold will help make a
difference to the habitats for butterflies and moths in the region. Each walk
details the species which may be encountered, the best time to visit and a site
map. So if you haven’t ordered your copy yet – or you know someone who
would enjoy a copy as a gift – send a cheque for £5.95, made payable to
‘Butterfly Conservation West Midlands Branch’ to: Mike Williams,
2 Dewberry Close, Stourport, Worcestershire, DY13 8TB.
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30 Butterfly Walk
in the West Midl s
ands
Supported by

It’s butterfly madness at
Bishop’s Wood open day
J
Net gain: Mike Williams leading one of the butterfly walks at Bishops Wood Environmental Centre

ust like it says on the can: everything
at the Bishops Wood Environmental
Centre Butterfly Day was all to do
with butterflies – oh, and moths too!
Dozens of children brought along their
parents to enjoy a picnic in the extensive
grounds of what is a strategic sub-station
in the national grid electricity power
network.
There were plenty of opportunities to
have exotic butterflies painted on faces,
make caterpillars out of egg boxes, make
mosaic coasters, themed games, and dash
around the grounds with a net on one of
the butterfly walks led by West Midlands Magic moment: Shay Williams holds an Elephant Hawkmoth
youngsters make colourful cardboard butterflies to
Branch stalwart Mike Williams. Mike and his wife,
wear on their fingers, said: “It was a great day for
Mary, and Roger and Sheila Wasley brought along
families and a fun way to learn more about our
more than 30 species of moths and five varieties of
butterflies and moths.”
moth caterpillars for youngsters to find camouflaged
The Centre, near Stourport in Worcestershire, is
among leaves and twigs!
run by the National Grid and the County Council.
Branch member Ximena Carrillo, who helped
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New butterfly trail opens in Wyre Forest
£119,000 grant for the Wyre

By Roger Wasley

The future of the Pearl-bordered Fritillary was
given a major boost in Augsut when BC confirmed
SITA Trust had awarded a £119,000 grant to ensure
the butterfly, which has lost almost half of its
remaining sites in England over the past 15 years,
survives in the Wyre for future generations to enjoy.
The Reconnecting the Wyre project will enable more
open areas to be created within the forest and will
involve local coppice workers and volunteers in
carrying out vital conservation work. The project will
run for three years and involve BC, the Forestry
Commission and Natural England.

M

ore than a dozen members of West Midlands
Branch attended the official opening of a new
butterfly trail in the Wyre Forest, near
Bewdley in Worcestershire, on Saturday, 19th May. The
trail starts at Dry Mill Lane car park in Bewdley and
showcases the importance of the Forest for butterflies
and moths and the work that has been undertaken by the
charity, working in partnership with the Forestry
Commission and Natural England, to improve butterfly
habitats.
Six information boards in full colour have been
erected along the 5.7km route to inform walkers of the
different species of butterfly they are likely to see. After
the unveiling ceremony, the group walked the route
which follows a section of the former Cleobury
Mortimer and Ditton Priors Light Railway line and
returns along Dowles Brook.
Branch Chairman John Tilt said: “The Wyre Forest
is incredibly important for butterflies and moths with
nearly half the total number of species recorded for the
UK found within the Forest. The Forest is one of our
largest ancient semi-natural woodlands and covers over
2,400 hectares.”

Celebrating success

Pearl-bordered Fritillary (David Tomlinson)
Unveiling: Dr Jenny Joy (6th from left), BC’s Senior Regional Officer for the West
Midlands, reveals one of the six information boards at the official opening of the new
butterfly trail for the Wyre Forest (Roger Wasley)

The new trail celebrates the success of the Back to
Orange project, which was part of the Grow with Wyre
Landscape Partnership Scheme with funding from the Heritage Lottery
Fund and SITA Trust. Back to Orange, which finished in March this
year, was particularly aimed at conserving Fritillary butterflies,
including the nationally endangered Pearl-bordered Fritillary, whose
numbers have increased significantly in the Forest as a result of the
project. The Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Silver-washed
Fritillary are also featured on the boards, along with Orange-tip,
Green Hairstreak, Ringlet, White Admiral and Green-veined White.
Dr Jenny Joy, Butterfly Conservation’s Senior Regional Officer for

Into the heart of the Forest

“

… a very accessible trail, suitable for wheelchairs along the old
railway line, that leads into the heart of the Forest. Visitors now have
all the information they need to see some of our special butterflies.

”

Pat Lancaster, branch and work party member
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the West Midlands, who helped to co-ordinate the work of the Back to
Orange project and has helped design the butterfly trail in partnership
with Natural England and the Forestry Commission, said: “We hope that
the new trail, as well as offering an enjoyable day out for families, will
help to raise awareness of the importance of the Wyre Forest for
butterflies and moths.
“The route, which is very easy to follow, has been chosen to show a
range of different habitats in the Forest and includes areas that have been
specifically improved as part of project work.
“The fact that the Forest is still such a special place for butterflies is
testament to the great work that has been carried out over the years by
the Forestry Commission and Natural England, as well as Butterfly
Conservation’s own volunteers, and long may this continue”.
A full colour identification leaflet on the Butterflies of Wyre Forest
has been produced by Butterfly Conservation to complement the trail
and this is available via the West Midlands Branch website
(www.westmidlands-butterflies.org.uk).

One of the six information boards to be seen along the trail
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Transylvania Meditation
By Martyn Davies

“You want to go where?” “Romania!” “Why?” “One
of the universities there is running a population study
on a rare butterfly and they want some help.”
The opportunity was too good to miss a chance to
visit an interesting country I’d not visited before, see
some new butterflies and, hopefully, help the
conservation effort in that country a little. All we
needed was to get some flights arranged and get out
to Cluj-Napoca, the capital of Transylvania and then
all of the rest would be easy! So dates were
confirmed with our host, Dr Christina Craioveanu,
from Babes-Bolyai University, which would,
hopefully, coincide with the peak of the spring brood
flight season for Lycaena helle, the Violet Copper.
So on Friday 4th May, fellow West Midlands Branch
member Roger Wasley and I, with David Haworth,
a former colleague of mine at Herefordshire Council,
flew out of Luton Airport on the 07.55 Wizzair flight
to Cluj-Napoca, the capital of Transylvania. I had
packed my garlic clove, crucifix and a wooden stake
– just in case!
Now, before we go any further, let us make it
clear that the object of this trip was not to visit a
number of different sites in order that we would see
the largest number possible of Romania’s 180+
species of butterflies. The main purpose was to help
with the research project, a mark and recapture
exercise, which not only calculated the population
size, but also monitored the movement of the
butterflies around their chosen habitat. Why bother?

Typical Violet Copper habitat: oak woodland with
a carpet of Polyganum bistorta (Roger Wasley)
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A pair of Violet Copper (Roger Wasley)

Because this has become one of Europe’s most
endangered butterflies and, although the books tell
you that it is found from the Pyrenees to northern
Norway and from Belgium to Central Asia, they
don’t tell you that is absent from most of this range
except for a few residual colonies. The colony we
were going to investigate has only recently been
discovered and is atypical in that it is not an upland
boggy area of moorland, rather it is an area of oak
woodland planted about 60 - 100 years ago judging
by the size of the trees and the lack of other tree
species. It was probably planted in an attempt to get
a useful crop from what had been an area of waste or
uncultivated ground and, although the wood is
probably still drying out from an earlier time, there is
still a huge quantity of the butterfly’s foodplant
Polyganum bistorta or Bistort. The wood which is
near the northern town of Baia Mare contains a hotel
(The Doua Veverite which means two squirrels – we
didn’t see one!) which was to be our base for most of
our time in the wood and was well stocked with ice
cold Romania beers which was lucky as for most of
the time the weather out there was sunny and very
warm; if you want more information about Romanian
beer, Roger, David or I could help! Saturday to

Thursday were spent sampling in predetermined
areas of the wood, which involved walking slowly
and netting any specimen of the butterfly we
encountered. We would remove the catch from net,
sex it and record what it was doing when caught and
also its condition as either “Fresh”, “Moderately
worn” or “Worn”. Using GPS devices we also
recorded its position so that future movement
patterns around the wood could be investigated – at
least with any specimen recaught. Having recorded
this information we then used a fine spirit-based felttip pen to write a number on one of the hindwings of
the butterfly. This is easier said than done; the pens
get worn and space is limited when the numbers
become greater than a thousand as it is only a small
butterfly.
The species list for the wood included many
species that we would expect to see in many parts of
Britain. Brimstone, Grizzled Skipper, Orange Tip
and Small Heath were common; Duke of
Burgundy, Wood White (either Leptidea sinapis or
L. realii) and Peacock turned up most days along
with Holly Blue and the two swallowtails:
Swallowtail and Scarce Swallowtail would drift
through the wood daily. Less common were Greenveined White, Speckled Wood, Pearl-bordered
Fritillary and Green Hairstreak. We managed
between us to find a single Wall Brown, single
Large Skipper, an Eastern Baton Blue and a
Camberwell Beauty. Of more interest to British
visitors was the small population of spring brood
Map Butterflies near the entrance to the wood and a
colony of Sooty Coppers at the northern edge of the
wood. My personal highlight, other than the Violet
Coppers, was the Common Glider which were in the
wood, the first one I came across was flying around
in a small clearing and would rest and have his
photograph taken quite happily.
Tuesday was cold and wet so, as no L. helle would

have been on the wing, it was decided to take a ride
into the foothills of the Carpathians which were
within an hours drive. This just confirmed the
opinion forming in our group that Romania, or at
least this part, is a beautiful country. Certainly the
ride back to Cluj on the Thursday evening did
nothing to alter that impression. Because one of our
number had to be back on the Friday to prepare for a
half marathon in Hereford on the Sunday, our host
had determined to show Roger and I another local
beauty resort and butterfly hot-spot. So the Friday
saw us heading south of Cluj to a magnificent
limestone gorge called Cheile Turzii which is
situated in a National Park. Here we recorded over 20
species in either the gorge itself or the meadows by
the river at the start of the gorge. These included two
clouded yellows one was either Pale Clouded
Yellow or Berger’s Clouded Yellow but netting to
confirm proved impossible and the more usual
Clouded Yellow plus a large number of Brimstones.
Osiris Blue, Common Blue, Provencal Shorttailed Blue, Blue Argus and Green Hairstreak
were all recorded in the meadows above the noise of
the local frog population. Chequered Blue was
found on some of the open scree slopes in the gorge.
Both Swallowtail and Scarce Swallowtail were
in the meadows and we were able to catch and

Common Glider (Martyn Davies)

Clouded Apollo (Roger Wasley)

A numbered Violet Copper (Martyn Davies)
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Chequered Blue in Turzii Gorge (Roger Wasley)

so if the opportunity arises go and join in with the
research, prior experience was not necessary, it was
good fun, and we saw some new species. I am not
against the trips where the main aim is to see as many
species as possible, far from it, some of the money
paid filters back into conservation either here or in
the visited country, and I have been on a couple of
such trips and thoroughly enjoyed them but this was
different and every bit as enjoyable and possibly
more useful! Roger Wasley and I are hoping to put a
presentation together of the work and the butterfly,
and I will certainly bring it to a branch meeting if it
would be of interest.
Finally, a word of thanks to those wonderful
group of people we met in Romania and a hope that
their work and efforts are rewarded, but in particular
to Dr Christina Craioveanu who sorted out
accommodation, and internal travel, language
problems such as what did it say on the menu and
was a superb ambassador for her country. We look
forward to hosting her on a visit to some other parts
of Britain either immediately before or after the next
symposium in 2014.
The shout could be heard 50 metres away when I
found the pair pictured below. All week we had
looked for and found some specimens of Violet
Copper showing the purple colouration. Sometimes
you get a hint of it in flight or when roosting but
when they mate and often when they rest they have
their wings closed making obtaining photos of the
colour more difficult especially as it is a refractive
colour so that the sun needs to be at the right angle.
Hence when I found this pair I was startled and
delighted. They really were that colour this is not a
computer enhanced image!

identify a Clouded Apollo. Nymphalids were also
common including a Comma, Red Admiral,
Peacock, Painted Lady, Camberwell Beauty,
Silver-washed Fritillary, and Pearl-bordered
Fritillary. Other species recorded were Small
Heath, Orange Tip, Eastern Bath White,
Woodland Ringlet and Dingy Skipper in the
meadow and along the gorge another Common
Glider was in evidence. A good haul in a beautiful
place, more time would have definitely yielded more
species.
So was the trip a success, as far as the Romanian
researchers were concerned? Yes! We helped them
mark approximately 1,500 specimen of Violet
Copper with a recapture rate of about 20% which was
statistically a good rate to work on. For the three of
us who went, it was a good experience to see a
country none us had ventured to before and to
get involved in active conservation of this type.
It took me back to the mid 1980’s when I had
carried out a similar exercise in Haugh Wood,
Herefordshire working on the White-letter
Hairstreak, but without the use of the computer
to perform the calculations! But the other
important issue for me was that Butterfly
Conservation was seen to be helping other
European groups with their work. When our
Romanian colleagues apply to the EU for further
funding they will be able to say that people from
Britain came out at their own expense to help
and that may help their quest for funds. It is or
could be good publicity for BC itself. I would
like to see more of this sort of co-operation take
place for the benefit of butterflies across Europe, A magnificent pair of Violet Copper (Martyn Davies)
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Spotlight on
butterflies of
the Malverns
Grayling (Simon Roberts)

Chimney Sweeper sweep
at Foxcote Meadows

Clean sweep: Jane Southwell and Skip, Mark Phelpstead, Richard
Southwell, Andy Barker and Debbie Southwell (Photo: Joy Stevens)

F

ollowing the success in 2011 with over 700 Chimney Sweepers
recorded in a single sweep across Foxcote Meadows, Wassell Grove,
a small but committed band assembled on 9th June to repeat the
exercise as a rough means of assessing the fortunes of this pretty little moth.
The site has benefited from much work by local volunteers, improving the
habitat, in particular with the removal of swathes of Himalayan Balsam.
The group, composed mainly of Richard Southwell’s family (including
their enthusiastic dog, Skip), augmented by Andrew Barker and Joy
Stevens, assembled at 3.00pm, spreading out across the top of the field. In
view of the awful spring/summer weather, hopes were not high of a terrific
count although encouraging sightings were made before we set off on the
search proper. In fact it was Richard’s daughter Deb who made the first
sighting – just as Richard was describing our target species (“do you mean
like that one over there, dad?”). Deb and boyfriend Mark had travelled from
London, not specially for the search but enthusiastic volunteers nevertheless.
Our first sweep downhill yielded over 200 Chimney Sweepers. Although
the weather had been cloudy all morning, the skies began to clear as we
started to give lovely sunshine. A count had been carried out by Richard
three days earlier, resulting in 174 individuals. However, rain had returned
in the intervening period, so we were fearful of the potential effects.
Astonishing then that the damp conditions in the long grass did not seem to
prove a hazard to the Chimney Sweepers – nor to Skip who revelled in
bouncing through the terrain.
We then repeated the exercise uphill across the other half of the area. In
total we counted 452 individuals, well down on the previous year but, given
the conditions, we were well pleased with this result, surely a tribute to the
resilience of this apparently dainty moth. Amongst other species spotted
were half a dozen Burnet Companion, two Yellow Shell, a Mother
Shipton and a Small Tortoiseshell.
Joy Stevens

The ʻBirds and Butterflies
around the Malverns 2011ʼ
booklet is now out and
includes a 23-page
overview of the current
state of the local
butterflies. It is available
from the following outlets
near Malvern for £5:
Malvern Hills
Conservators, Grange
Road, Malvern; Malvern
Tourist Information Centre;
Lady Foley’s Tea Room,
Great Malvern Station;
Aspect Design, Newtown
Road; The Kettle Sings,
Jubilee Drive, Upper
Colwall; The Map Shop,
Upton; Three Counties
Book Shop, Ledbury; and
Ledbury Books & Maps,
Ledbury. Copies are also
available by post at £5 plus
p&p from Jan Bowden, Tel:
01684 576988.

Tips for moth-ers

The Moths Count website
(www.mothscount.org) is a
great resource for moth
recorders. The Moth
Recorders’ Handbook is
excellent for beginners
and provides information
on how to embark upon
your new hobby. The
updated list of County
Moth Recorders’ can also
be found here. Why not
check it out?
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Estonia lives up to expectations
Report and images by Mike Williams

F
Clouded Apollo

Lady’s Slipper Orchid

Northern Chequered Skipper
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or those who think all the most interesting
butterflies are found around the Mediterranean
think again. Despite its small size and northern
position, Estonia is a wonderful place to see
butterflies including many now rare in western
Europe as a group of West Midlands members
discovered for themselves this June. Because of its
history, large parts of the country have remained
completely wild, while farming methods in many
areas are unintensive, resulting in a mosaic of
excellent habitats with numerous flowery meadows,
natural forests and large areas of bog. As a result,
there are many butterflies still relatively widespread
which have disappeared elsewhere in Europe, such as
Clouded Apollo, Scarce Heath and Poplar Admiral.
There is a large overlap of southern and northern
species in Estonia. Many species with a more
northern distribution reach the southern part of their
range including butterflies such as Baltic Grayling,
Lapland Ringlet and Northern Chequered Skipper
while Weaver’s Fritillary, Woodland Brown and
many other species reach their furthest north. For
other species this is the centre of their distribution in
Europe, including butterflies such as Cranberry
Blue, Bog Fritillary and Cranberry Fritillary.
The trip in early June was timed to coincide with
the emergence times of many of these species and
concentrated on two main areas: south-east Estonia
not far from the Russian border and the island of
Saaremaa which sits off the west coast. Erki Õunap,
a leading Estonian butterfly specialist, who is
responsible for the country’s butterfly monitoring
scheme, acted as our guide. Altogether 52 species
were seen including Clouded Apollo, Scarce Heath,
Bog Fritillary, Northern Chequered Skipper and
Baltic Grayling. A non-butterfly highlight of the trip
was a site where literally thousands of spikes of
Lady’s Slipper Orchid could be seen. Accommodation
and food was first class and thanks go to Estonian
Nature Tours who helped with all the local
arrangements. A return visit is planned for late June
next year targeting some of the late Spring species
like Scarce Fritillary, Poplar Admiral and Cranberry
Blue that were not seen in 2012. If anyone is
interested in joining next year’s trip please get in
touch by email (mike@stagborough.fsnet.co.uk).

How an Austrian yogurt is helping
to save an endangered butterfly

T

hanks to the co-operation of Nöm
Dairy, the Austrian yogurt producer,
Telford & Wrekin Council, the
Homes and Communities Agency and
Butterfly Conservation, the Dingy Skipper
population at Granville dairy site is now
flourishing. Back in 2007, Nom approached
the Homes & Communities Agency and
Telford & Wrekin Council looking for a site
on which to build its first £60m UK and
Ireland dairy production facility. Nöm Dairy
has been making dairy products in Austria
for over 100 years and was keen to expand
into the UK market. Enticed by the
abundance of good Shropshire dairy milk,
proximity to good national road links and
Ring-fenced: Safe haven for Dingy Skipper (Jenny Joy)
the diverse range of food manufacturing
Copper, Common Blue, Green-veined White and
skills, Telford was an ideal location. A planning
Burnet Companion. Jenny is delighted to report
application was submitted for a state-of-the-art dairy
that the habitat management work being undertaken
manufacturing unit on land at Granville Roundabout,
by Nöm is excellent and five Dingy Skippers have
Donnington Wood, opposite the Asda store.
also now been recorded on the site.
The land was the site of a former coal mine, but
“This is the first real confirmation of Dingy
consultations with conservation bodies revealed the
Skipper being back on the site following the site
habitat favoured the Dingy Skipper. The Council then
development and habitat management work, so it’s a
worked closely with Nöm and Dr Jenny Joy, BC’s
real success story,” said Jenny. “This goes to show
Senior Regional Officer for the West Midlands, to
that endangered species do not mean that
look at ways of retaining the butterfly’s habitat
development has to stop, but demonstrates that with
around the new factory and its car parks.
co-operative working, willing partners, a
The factory opened in 2009 and Nom have
determination for a way forward and a good dose of
continued to work closely with Jenny with species
patience, the two can co-exist happily.”
recorded in 2012 including Small Skipper, Small

Flourishing: Dingy Skipper (Nigel Spencer)

Small Skipper on red clover (Jason Kernohan)
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Plea for a butterfly
survey co-ordinator
Could this be
a SPBF
aberration?

Mystery flyer (Lucy Lewis)

On 10th June, Prees Heath
Common Reserve Officer
Stephen Lewis and his
wife, Lucy, saw a strange
butterfly on Brook Vessons,
a Shropshire Wildlife Trust
reserve on the
Stiperstones, while they
were on the site to do a
timed count of the Small
Pearl-bordered Fritillary.
They think it is a Small
Pearl-bordered Fritillary
aberration, although it was
seen some distance from
where the colony is usually
to be found. Any comments
would be gratefully
received at
phwarden@tiscali.co.uk

Small White (Peter Salmon)
Mike Williams received the
first report of a Pearlbordered Fritillary on 13th
April in the Wyre Forest.
This is thought to be our
earliest date ever. The first
Small White of the year
was seen on 11th March,
and the first Green-veined
White on 24th March.
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W

est Midlands Branch Chairman John Tilt is appealing for a
volunteer to co-ordinate a key butterfly monitoring scheme in our
region in 2013. There is growing acknowledgement of the
importance of biodiversity in the wider countryside and butterfly populations
are an excellent way to monitor the health of an environment.
UK butterfly monitoring currently focuses on nature reserves and
butterfly-rich places. This has led to a lack of monitoring in vast areas of the
wider countryside.
These areas include
farmland, plantation
woodland, uplands
and urban green
spaces.
The UK Butterfly
Monitoring Scheme,
run by Butterfly
Conservation and the
Centre for Ecology
and Hydrology, has
developed a new
Wider Countryside
Butterfly
Survey Peacock basking (Tony Wharton)
(WCBS) method to gauge the changing abundance of widespread species in
the general countryside.
John said: “This new survey is becoming a very important part of butterfly
monitoring. However, we are failing to do our part in the West Midlands. We
are therefore asking for a volunteer to organise this survey. This does not
involve a lot of work and would anyone who is willing to have a go at the
project please contact me. Email: john.tilt2@btopenwold.com or Tel: 01386
792458.”
Some 70% of the UK’s land is in agricultural use. It is essential that
butterflies in these areas are monitored to gauge the health of our countryside.
Over 600 dedicated volunteers surveyed more than 760 squares as part of
the nationwide WCBS launch in 2009. The WCBS benefits from an excellent
partnership with the British Trust for Ornithology Breeding Bird Survey
recorders surveying roughly half of the squares last year.
But what’s involved? The new method involves making a minimum of
two visits to a randomly selected square between May and August to count
butterflies along two 1km survey lines running roughly north-south through
the square. The survey will be co-ordinated centrally by Butterfly
Conservation but with the help of a WCBS Champion in each Branch. The
aim for 2013 is to resurvey all squares covered last year and more. So if you
would like to take part please get in touch with John.
Visit the UKBMS website (www.ukbms.org) for more details and copies
of instructions and recording forms.
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Amazon to Inca

A moment to treasure: The group poses for the classic “we made it” photograph at Machu Picchu

H

ot on the heels of Paddington Bear, eleven
intrepid travellers set off in mid-September
2011 to sample the delights of Peru. Its
Amazonian butterflies, of which there are reputedly one
or two, its bird and wildlife and, when we had done all
that, have a rave weekend in Cusco Inca heartland
followed by a leisurely stroll along the Inca Trail to
Machu Picchu just to show those
Conquistadors how to do it! Theory
being that the place was never seen by
Western eyes until discovered 100
years ago allegedly, dependent
on which intrepid geographical
explorer you support.
We arrive in Lima – where
potholes are the only form of traffic
calming other than jaywalking and
where lane discipline is not in the
horn honking vocabulary of its
uncoded highways. It does not enjoy endless hours of
sunshine because of its geography and certain coastal
currents. With a few hours to kill prior to our internal
flight to Cusco, we did manage a brief visit to a
coastal nature reserve for a bit of birdwatching and

By John Reeve

saw our first butterflies, mostly whites and several
skippers. Having divided and stored any luggage not
essential to our rainforest trip at our hotel in Cusco,
we set off on our journey along the Manu road. First
stop Huacarpay Marshes for a spot of butterfly and
birdwatching, several skippers and
our first Pieridae, a Clouded Yellow
look-alike with slightly pointed tips,
Zerene cesonia (left) made an
appearance. Our next stop at 3500m
for a quick, rather cool roadside
lunch break saw, among others, our
first South American Painted Lady,
Vanessa braziliensis.
The lodge at Posada San Pedro
gave us a taste of things to come in
terms of numbers and diversity,
several Adelpha species with their typically orange or
orange and white banded uppers were on parade, the
impressive Siproeta ephapus in full page regalia put
in an appearance alongside good trackside
representation of families like Biblidinae (we saw
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Laothus gibberosa

“88” Diaethria clymena at Pantiacolla Lodge

some 36 species of this Neotropical group throughout
the trip) including the instantly recognisable “88”
Diaethria clymena. There are many others in this
group with strikingly graphic undersides and, because
you normally tend to see that aspect, it is easy to miss
the sometime equally colourful uppers. A visit to see
Cock-of-the-Rock puffed up in their showy red outfit
was remarkably accessible with their own viewing
platform that gave them celebrity status. Evening
heralded the arrival of moths and other invertebrates
of every shape, size and colour, seeking out all
available light sources.
Our journey to the river provided a growing list
including our first metalmarks and swallowtails. Once
afloat your view of the habitat changes and the power
of the river dominates the landscape. The river also
became our main transport corridor over the next few
days and we soon realised that at the right time of day
those pebble and sandbank beaches were host to
hundreds of mineral hungry butterflies. On one
occasion, we had a fleeting glance of swimming
Capybara disappearing up the bank.
Pantiacolla Lodge, our next resting place, will
always evoke the crescendo rumble of Howler
monkey in memory of place. An after breakfast

wander round the garden provided several photo
opportunities including the Lycaenid Laothus
gibberosa with its curiously curved wing shape. By
way of contrast, the highly visible rapid flight of the
large yellow and orange Phoebis philea showed no
inclination to stop and pose. The search for exotic
species that continue to surprise is one of the joys of
travel in far away parts of the planet, however finding
a Peach Blossom moth, a very European species,
resting under the steps of our accommodation was at
risk of prompting an enquiry as to whose luggage it
had been smuggled in with!
Exploring the various tracks around the lodge, the
list of species favouring dappled shade continued to
grow with Satyridae, Pieridae and Lycaenid plus
Metalmarks with the occasional stunning Blue
Morpho and Giant Owl butterfly Catoblepia
amongst them. The landing beach and riverside areas
also provided rich pickings with striking species like
Baeotus decalion, Panacea prola including the
equally impressive but less common Panacea regina,
the Heliconid Green long-wing Philaethra dido plus
several dagger wing Marpesia variations alongside
the equally showy gatherings of the orange and black
Agaulis vanillae and, of course, no Neotropic river
bank is complete without the impressive large day
flying moth Urania lelius.
The larval stage of some of these creatures found
mostly alongside forest pathways is equally varied
and impressive – even amusing – a favourite find
being an impressive yellow and white rolled up
Dougal bathmat creation found on the trunk of a tree
next to the accommodation.
Several productive riverside stops provided
aggregations of mineral seeking butterflies but one
lunchtime stopover gave us several glasswing
Ithomiidae species all in one very small scrubby patch
close to human habitation.

Agaulis vanillae
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Our next stop was Oropendola Lodge, another riverside
venue with a network of tracks to explore and a treetop
platform to climb. We travelled by boat from here to visit a
clay lick at Blanquillo, a favourite venue for a variety of
macaws and parrots viewed from a covered platform. A
leisurely stroll back to the boat revealed a diverse range of
cricket, grasshopper and butterfly that included the
instantly recognisable Biblis hyperia or Red Rim. Another
river trip took us to Cocha Camunga a tranquil lagoon
where we sat in awe on a float as a family of River Otter
swam towards and past us. To our left, lakeside branches
strained under the burden of several Hoatzin and, all around
us, a variety of waterside birds flitted in and out of the Urania lelius
reeds. A short walk and we climbed an even higher canopy tree platform,
where a Potoo sat indifferent to our presence on the not unreasonable
assumption that we would have difficulty distinguishing it from the
lichen covered bough on which it perched.
Oropendola Lodge was blessed with a small pebble banked stream
that provided us with several new metalmark species and expanded our
skipper list, many of which rest with wings outstretched in typical
butterfly pose and so the debate about whether this group of insects
should be classified as butterfly or moth continues to excite some
experts.
Returning from the Amazonian area, we travelled by road and river
crossing, adding a few more to our list on the journey back to Cusco
where a Spring Festival was in full swing. Locals partied in both
modern and traditional costume, with children taking part in parades
alongside marching bands, very entertaining and colourful. Our cultural
education continued the next day with a tour of Inca heritage and
archeological sites en route to our next venue the start of the Inca trail to
Machu Picchu. The four day trek with two man tents up and through
Larva found on the trunk of a tree
various passes including one described as Dead Woman’s Pass at some
4200m, proved somewhat testing to some of us, but we made it OK. This part of the trip did not present many
butterflies but getting up at 5a.m. on day four to ensure our arrival at the Sun Gate, in time to look down on
Machu Picchu as the early morning sun lit up the ancient site below
us, was a memorable moment to treasure.
We travelled back to Cusco the easy way by train and had a cold
beer at the Cross Keys traditional English pub as part of our wind
down before our journey back home. Give or take the odd discrepancy,
our tally for the trip was just a tad under 300 species of butterfly with
good representation from all the families we would have expected to
see. One surprise was the extent to which Hesperidae topped the list,
also Glass-wings and Tigers, frequent in these parts belong to different
families all adding to the fun of identification. The visual spectacle
including the metallic bling of the large Blue Morpho down to tiny
metalmarks is a reminder of what could be lost to future generations.
We only logged about 10% of the butterflies in this region and as for
the moths – well best not go there. It would take a lifetime to uncover
all that the region has within its environs but, during our short visit, we
saw good numbers of butterflies and birds, a rich flora and fauna plus
amazing scenery and enjoyed good company and no one got sick, so
Heliconid Green long-wing
yet another successful Mike Williams trip.
Philaethra dido (Mike Williams)
• Contact Mike if you are interested in the 2013 tour to Madagascar.
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Another Staffordshire Hoard
By Richard Southwell

H

istorically speaking, Grizzled Skipper
sightings in Staffordshire are rarer than the
stuff you can tread in, after you’ve put your
rocking horse out to graze. The species has only been
recorded by a handful of people in a dozen locations,
so it would appear; it’s always been a rare, small
insect in a large county. For the past nine seasons, I
have been trying to add to the database by scouring
North Staffordshire. I’ve climbed up calcareous dale,
roved unimproved pasture, strolled through flowerrich meadows and tried to track them down along
miles of Doctor Beeching’s legacy.
And the result? Many a foot blistered and bramble
scratches that would make a Victorian naval surgeon
wince and look away. No Grizzled Skipper records
but on the flip-side, plenty of new Dingy Skipper
and Green Hairstreak colonies. Each season would
end on the note “maybe next year”.
Winter had seen new potential sites mapped out,
2011 had started well with a blistering mid-April,
early emergences, plenty on the wing but still the
Grizzled remained elusive. As another season started
to close, I received a phone call from Rob
Winstanley (Mid-Staffs leader) with an invite to
accompany him to Swynnerton Training Area. From
the promising start weather-wise, things had gone
downhill with cold and rain being the bane of the
field recorder. However, 1st June 2011 dawned clear,
blue and warm and with civilian precision, we
rendezvoused outside the guardhouse at fifteen
hundred hours.
During World War Two, Swynnerton Royal
Ordnance Factory helped to supply the war effort but
with peace time its role diminished as did its
workforce and by 1959 the factory itself closed its
doors for the last time. In 1960, there were plans for
the British Motor Corporation to take over part of the
factory which fell through, it was then handed over to
the Army and became Swynnerton Training area, a
role it continues to fulfil today.
After being cleared by the guardhouse, we were
placed in the capable hands of Kevin Capper, a
member of the estates management team. We were
then chauffeured and given a 4x4 ‘safari’ of the base.
After telling Kevin what sort of habitat we needed we
made our way to the rear of the base, passing
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Grizzled Skipper (Patrick Clement)

remnants of the old factory buildings. Much of the
base is made up of compartmentalised land parcels
created by the road and the once extensive internal
rail network. These parcels ranged from very new
brownfield land to small islands where the botany
burst underfoot.
Within minutes of surveying a likely area, Dingy
were spotted, as I explained to Kevin the difference
between the two skippers we were after, he proudly
explained that he had just been looking at a butterfly
with Grizzled Skipper features. He took us to the spot
(six paces to the left) and sure enough, nectaring
away on white clover was our quarry.
Back into the Jeep and we drove less than half a
mile to an outstanding spot with lush meadows full of
flowers I was having difficulty remembering I’ve
ever seen in Staffordshire. Flower heads were well
visited by Small White, Small Copper and
Peacock. Large Skipper put in an appearance as did
Small Heath, Common Blue sat alongside Brown
Argus with both Dingy and Grizzled performing
aerial battle. This has to be a unique scenario in
Staffordshire, a piece of Porton Down in The
Potteries.
Discovery of this gem would not be possible
without the kind cooperation of the MoD, especially
the base Commandant, Major Jim Salisbury, and
for Kevin Capper and his intimate knowledge of the
base.

Dates for your diary

Butterfly Conservation Annual General Meeting
and Members’ Day 2012
Sat 17 November, the Nottingham Belfry Hotel just
outside Nottingham city centre. The event will be
hosted by East Midlands Branch.

To ensure that Branch members and
newcomers to the fascinating world of
butterflies and moths know what is happening
in our region, event and work party organisers
should e-mail full details of upcoming
events to the editor of The Comma at
thecomma@btinternet.com and to web-master
David Green at greend@ormail.co.uk

Brown Hairstreak Egg Hunt Days
Sat 24 November, Sun 30 December, Sat 12 January 2013. Meet at Grafton Flyford Church at 10.00am.

Chaddesley Wood Moth Nights
Sat 6 October at 6.30pm, Sat 3 November at 4.00pm. The meeting place is always at Jubilee Gate
(GR: SO914736) and all are welcome. The dates are at the mercy of the weather so please check with Mervyn
Needham, warden (01562 777461) or Alan Prior (0121 778 2973) to confirm details.
Ewyas Harold Meadows Reserve/Ewyas Harold Common Work Parties
Meet at 10.00am at the northern Cwm Hill end of Ewyas Harold Common adjacent to cattle grid
(GR: SO382302). Approach from Abbey Dore off B4347 at GR: SO384306. Contact Ian Hart 01981 510259.
Sat 22 September; Sat/Sun 20/21 October 'Working Weekend' with accommodation provided locally. Please
contact Ian Hart (email: yellowrattle4@aol.com or 01981 510259) to express an interest. Sat 1 December; Sat
19 January 2013; Sat 16 February; Sat 16 March.
Grafton Wood Nature Reserve Work Parties
Each Wednesday from 22 August - 19 December 2012, and 2 January 27 March 2013; also Sun 9 September, 14 October, 11 November, 9
December 2012, and 13 January, 10 February, 10 March 2013. Meet at
10.00am at Grafton Flyford Church car park just off the A422 Worcester
- Stratford road (GR: SO963557). Contact: John Tilt 01386 792458.
Monkwood Nature Reserve Work Parties
Sun 7 October, Sun 4 November, Sun 6 January 2013, Sun 3 February,
Sun 3 March. Meet at 10.00am in the reserve car park off the Sinton
Green to Monkwood Green road (GR: SO803603). Contact: George
Groves 01905 620721.

National Moth Recorders’ Meeting
Sat 26 January 2013 at the Birmingham and Midland Institute, central
Snow joke: It’s not the Arctic
Birmingham (www.mothscount.org).

Wyre Forest Moth Group meetings
Sat 22 or 29 September meet at 6.30pm at the Discovery Centre and
travel to Postensplain. To confirm your attendance and to check dates of
meetings, please contact: Ian Machin 01299 402375 or 07527 250654.

Circle but Jenny Tonry of the
Thursday Streakers Club in action in
rescuing Brown Hairstreak eggs on
blackthorn due to be coppiced as
part of planned woodland management. (Mike Williams)

Prees Heath Common Reserve Work Parties
Wed 17 October heath seed harvesting and birch seedling removal; Wed
14 November scrub clearance on the runway; Wed 12 December. All work parties start at 10.30am, meet on
the access track opposite the Steel Heath turning off the A49. Contact: Stephen Lewis 07900 886809.

Trench Wood Work Parties
Sun 28 October, Sun 25 November, Sun 28 December, Sun 27 January 2013, Sun 24 February, Sun 24 March.
Meet at 10.00am in the reserve car park (GR:SO930588). Contact: John Holder 01905 794854.
Wyre Forest Work Parties
Meet at 10.00am at Earnwood Copse car park on B4194 Bewdley-Kinlet road (GR: SO744784) and then drive
into the Forest. Sun 21 October, Sun 18 November, Sun 16 December, Sun February 17, 2013, Sun 17 March.
Contact: Mike Williams 07802 274552 for further details or if running late.
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Tom’s
tokens
help raise
funds for the
Brown Hairstreak

r Tom Brereton (above), Butterfly
Conservation’s Head of Monitoring, has
helped West Midlands Branch members
who use the Waitrose store at Droitwich raise
£300 through the green tokens charity scheme.
Tom said: “I saw the initiative in Mike Williams’
excellent Brown Hairstreak Bulletin and thought it
was a good use of my tokens I had been
saving... for nearly three years!
“Nothing in Bridport (where I live) had quite
caught my eye and the Branch is doing lots of
great work, so it seemed timely to put them in
the post to a good cause. I don’t know the area
that well other than through butterfly transects, as
Neil Gregory used to live in the area, and for
frequent passing by slogging up and down the
M5. I’m looking forward to slipping off at
Junction 5 next time I’m heading north!”
Mike Williams said: “Thanks go to Tom and
everyone else who supported us through the
Waitrose scheme at Droitwich. The money raised
will support the conservation of the Brown
Hairstreak, a High Priority Species, in its last
Midlands stronghold in east Worcestershire.”

D

Mike Williams receives the cheque from Waitrose
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Female Brown Hairstreak (Tony Moore)

Back after an absence of 20 years

By the shores of The Mere at Ellesmere is a site
known as The Moors. Last winter Dr Gareth Parry,
of Shropshire Council, arranged for a large amount of
scrub, mainly willow and alder, to be cleared in the
hope of enhancing the wildlife interest as the site was
once a SSSI and of considerable botanical interest
before it was allowed to degenerate. The last record
for
Small
Pearlbordered Fritillary
here was in 1992. On
9th June, Gareth and I
led a team of local
enthusiasts to see if the
butterfly had returned,
and, despite weather
that was far from ideal,
to everyone’s surprise
and delight one very
fresh specimen was
found! Stephen Lewis
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Book review

It’s close
encounters
of the
smelly kind

Martin Harrison was
delighted when he saw
nine Peacocks and two
Speckled Woods during a
walk at Llanymynech
Rocks in Shropshire. But
he stopped in his tracks
when he spotted a Holly
Blue that was obsessed
with some doggie-doo.
But Richard Southwell
discovered that a ripe
foot was all that was
required to attract a
Purple Emperor during a
field meeting at Oversley
Wood in Warwickshire.
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New field
guide
answers
moth-ing
prayers

M

any lepidopterists with moth traps have been looking for a field
guide to help them get started with the many smaller moth species
which they have difficulty in identifying. The new Field Guide to
the Micro Moths of Great Britain and Ireland is the answer to their
prayers, bringing together all the families in one compact volume.
It starts with an excellent introduction to structure and identification and
with a key to the families, hints on field work techniques, and illustrations
of other insects that might be confused with micro moths.
The systematic text and illustrations of the families and their species are
accompanied by superb illustrations mostly of living moths showing their
shape and resting postures. For each species there is a description, mention
of similar species and distinguishing features, flight seasons, habitat,
foodplants, UK status, and distribution map by Vice County. There are
photos of early stages for some species and families.
Some of the families containing very small species or where they are
very difficult to identify (e.g. Nepticulidae and Coleophoridae) are only
covered in outline and with a few examples, but the book is extensively
referenced to enable further study of these by interested entomologists.
Which species to include and which to leave out is bound to be controversial
and a matter of opinion, but this is inevitable in a publication of this sort.
It ends with a chapter on genitalia dissection techniques for those
interested in taking identification further and a check list of all micro moth
species on the UK and Irish lists.
The authors are to be congratulated on a superb book, which, as well as
being an invaluable help to beginners with micro moths, will be a most
useful reference work and aide memoire for more experienced recorders,
and portable and useful in the field. I would recommend it to all people
interested in our moth fauna.
Tony Simpson, VC37 County Recorder
Field Guide to the Micro Moths of Great Britain and Ireland by Phil
Sterling & Mark Parsons, illustrated by Richard Lewington. British Wildlife
Publishing, Price £29.95 PB, £40.0 HB. 416 pp, covering 1,033 of the 1,067
UK species, with more than 1,500 artworks and photos of some early stages.
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