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Simon Primrose, Peter
Seal and Richard
Southwell locate two
Brown Hairstreak eggs.
(Mike Williams)

More Brown
Hairstreak
eggs found

Hardy members of West
Midlands branch braved
the winter weather on at
least five occasions to
search for Brown
Hairstreak eggs. Their
endeavours were
rewarded and eggs were
located in several new
1km squares. The picture
above was taken on the
Monarch’s Way at
Cladswell on the Worcs/
Warks border where two
Brown Hairstreak eggs
were found on this bush
in a new square. Read
more on Page 5.

Copy deadline

Grafton Wood in the springtime: My favourite butterfly reserve

Your involvement is crucial to
saving our butterflies and moths

I

T IS an honour to be elected Chairman of the West Midland Branch
having only been a member for a comparatively short time.
We have over 600 members in our branch – and I only know a
small number of you. So I thought that I would start by saying a few
things about myself for those who don’t know me…
I have been active in conservation for more than 30 years working
as a member of Worcestershire Wildlife Trust, the British Trust for
Ornithology and Butterfly Conservation for that time.
I have been interested in reserve management – and woodland
management in particular – at Hornhill Wood, Trench Wood and over
the past 14 years have been the reserve manager at Grafton Wood. My
approach to management has been a practical one. Whilst I have sat
on management committees my real interest is in carrying out the
practical work in the wood.
I feel that carrying out management work is a pointless exercise
unless we measure the effects. So at Grafton we carry out a Butterfly
Transect each year and also a Breeding Bird Survey.

The deadline for
editorial contributions to
the Spring edition of
The Comma is
30 April 2011.
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Notes from the new Chairman
I am also the Transect Coordinator for the West Midlands Branch, a job I
will continue to do.
There is nothing more satisfying than seeing butterfly counts increasing
after a winter’s hard work. When we started at Grafton the annual count from
the transect was 1,600 and, in 2010, the count was 4,600.
All of us that study butterflies know that a lot of the problems associated
with decline in butterfly numbers is lack of the appropriate habitat
management. This, together with the effects of modern farming techniques,
have disastrous effects on butterfly numbers.
Nature reserves help with maintaining numbers in small islands of wellmanaged habitats in our countryside. However, we have only five Butterfly
By John Tilt
Conservation reserves in the whole of the West Midland Branch area and we
rely heavily on volunteers to manage these reserves.
We have a good relationship with the Wildlife Trusts and we are therefore able to work in partnership
and influence some of their management decisions. They, too, are dependent on volunteers to help with
the work.
The wider countryside is a larger and more beneficial aim for influencing habitat management. We
have good relations with DEFRA and the Forestry Commission so, through Stewardship Agreements and
FC grants, we can have some input on their management.
Another approach has been to talk to landowners individually when we have identified sites with BAP
species. This usually involves agreement for volunteers to do some management work at weekends.
So a group of Butterfly Conservation volunteers go out most Sundays to carry out this sort of work.
During my period of chairmanship my main aim is to encourage more members to become more
actively involved in the conservation of butterflies and moths.
So my message to members is: please, please, please find some time to volunteer! If you are a
recorder, a transect walker or a practical worker your involvement is crucial to saving our butterflies
and moths.

Volunteers, like these at
Grafton Wood in
Worcestershire, are
making a real
difference by
improving habitat for
butterflies and moths.
Why don’t you join us?
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Grasslands butterflies
plummet across Europe
Butterfly Conservation
Europe is an umbrella
organisation aimed at
stimulating and
co-ordinating the
conservation of
butterflies, moths
and their habitats
across Europe.
It has a network
of 37 partners in
35 countries.
www.bc-europe.eu

Grassland Indicator

The Indicator is based
on butterfly counts
made at 3,000 localities
in 15 countries across
Europe. The data are
based on weekly
counts of adults along a
fixed route, known as a
transect. The Indicator
is calculated from
individual trends of 17
characteristic grassland
species that are fairly
widespread across
Europe. They include
14 species found in the
UK: Dingy Skipper,
Lulworth Skipper, Large
Skipper, Orange-tip,
Small Copper, Large
Blue, Common Blue,
Chalkhill Blue, Adonis
Blue, Small Blue,
Marsh Fritillary, Small
Heath, Meadow Brown,
and Wall.
The indicator is
based on the effort of
thousands of volunteer
recorders and has been
produced with funding
from the European
Environment Agency.
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Dingy Skipper: Declined by 37%
across Europe in the last 20 years. Its
distribution in the UK has declined by
almost half in the last 2 decades.

Butterflies normally found on grassland are in steep decline across Europe,
pointing to a huge loss of European biodiversity.
This is the conclusion of a new study by Butterfly Conservation Europe
based on data from 3,000 sites in 15 countries.
The Grassland Butterfly Indicator shows that the populations of 17 butterfly
species have declined by over 70% in the last 20 years. Butterflies are sensitive
environmental indicators; alerting us to underlying problems with the
environment. Grasslands are a vital
habitat for European wildlife and
support a huge range of plants and
insects. If butterfly numbers are
falling, inevitably other wildlife is
also in decline.
The losses are thought to have
been caused by rapidly changing
agricultural practices in Europe’s
diverse semi-natural grasslands.
Such grasslands have been created
by traditional livestock grazing and
Lulworth Skipper: Declining in most
hay-making
over centuries of
countries. Found only along the south
human occupation since the last
Dorset coast, but declining rapidly
ice-age. This management creates a
across Europe. Numbers in Britain fell
wonderfully flower-rich breeding
by 87% in the last 10 years.
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habitat for butterflies and many other insects.
However, in recent decades these traditional
grasslands have deteriorated, meaning loss due to
agricultural intensification in some regions and
abandonment in others.
The underlying forces behind the losses are
rapid economic and social changes, which have led
to the intensification of better land and the
abandonment of land with poorer soils and in
remote locations. Abandonment is thought to be
the most serious cause of losses in mountain
regions and eastern Europe, while lowland areas
have suffered most from intensification.
Dr Martin Warren, Chief Executive Butterfly
Conservation, said: “The results show the dramatic
and continuing loss of biodiversity in European
grasslands. We urgently need a change in EU
agricultural policy that favours High Nature Value
farming rather than over-intensification as at
present. The results would be better for the
environment and better for rural communities who
are struggling to survive under the current system
of support which favours larger more intensive
producers.”
Butterflies are one of the best monitored groups
of wildlife in Europe and Butterfly Conservation
Europe is pressing for them to be adopted as
agricultural indicators in the next round of CAP
reform in 2013.

Wall: declining in every country with overall losses
running at over 72% in just 20 years. Population
decrease in the UK is 65% since 1976.

Large Blue: globally endangered species declining
rapidly in every country except Britain where it has
been successfully re-introduced.

Special event at Foxcote Meadows
You may never have heard of Foxcote Pond Meadows, but it is fast
becoming a site of particular interest to members of the West Midlands
branch of BC. Thanks to branch member Richard Southwell, a special
event has been arranged for Tuesday 14 June at 2pm. There is a good
chance of seeing a mass emergence of Chimney Sweeper moth and
also an opportunity for members to take part in sponsored Himalayan
Balsam pulling conservation activity. This event has been jointly organised
with Dudley Council Countryside Services Department.
Richard hopes this event will be attended by a local school, as part of
their local environment activities, and he has been encouraging David
Gregory, of BBC Midlands Today, to make a feature of it. If the weather is
kind, the star exhibits from a moth trapping event the previous night will
be on show which promises to be good due to excellent habitat and the
fact the area has never been trapped.
The Meadows are in a green wedge west of Halesowen, in
Worcestershire, known as Lutley Gutter. It is impossible to park on the
country lanes to the south so approach it on the old main road between
Stourbridge and Halesowen to the north. Turn south off the road on to
Beecher Road East and then turn left on to Abbey Road. Park at the end
of this road by the allotments. The grid reference is SO 942832.
If you would like to join in this event, please contact Richard Southwell
on 01384 397066. See also the article on Page 20 of this edition.

Ian is moth
group’s new
oganiser

The next indoor meeting of
the Wyre Forest Moth
Group will start at 8.00pm
on Saturday 26 February in
the New Discovery Centre
building just behind the
Vistor Centre. Long-time
organiser Dave Grundy
will be handing over the
reins to Ian Machin of
nearby Bewdley.
If you would like to
bring
along
moth
specimens, photographs,
slides or books to put on
show, contact Dave on 0121
4465446.
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Grafton becomes ‘Flagship’ reserve

A female Brown
Hairstreak at Grafton
Wood. (John Tilt)

Below: John Tilt sets to
work on the profusion
of silver birch with his
chainsaw in Grafton
Wood.

Grafton Wood, a stronghold of the rare and vulnerable Brown Hairstreak, is one
of the latest sites to be designated a Flagship Reserve by the Worcestershire
Wildlife Trust. The Trust, which jointly owns the 56 hectares of ancient woodland
with Butterfly Conservation, is including the area in its successful Living
Landscape development programme, aimed at supporting landscape management
and promoting good practice.
Under the management of John Tilt, newly-elected chairman of the West
Midlands branch of BC, Grafton Wood in the Forest of Feckenham has become an
important habitat for the Brown Hairstreak and other woodland species.
John and his team of volunteers have transformed the former derelict wood into a
maze of trails and wide rides since the land was jointly bought by the two organisations in 1997. They regularly spend over 2,000 hours a year managing the site.
The WWT launched its Living Landscape initiative in 2009, producing a first set
of nine Flagship Reserve development plans. David Dench, Head of Conservation
for the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust, said: “Having reviewed progress on these sites,
it has proved to be a successful scheme with focussed project delivery and a range of
initiatives delivered or being developed. As part of this review a further four sites
were identified for inclusion. Grafton Wood is one of them.”
The development plan for Grafton Wood will continue the existing agreed
woodland management to reinstate the coppice cycle over the next few years and
maintain the wide scalloped rides. It includes the removal of the remaining stands
of conifers that were planted in the 1960s.
These actions will allow the blackthorn to regenerate which plays a vital part in
the lifecycle of the Brown Hairstreak. Butterfly Conservation will also continue
working with local farmers to manage the surrounding hedgerows and identify and
protect the assembly trees where the butterflies gather.

A pre-Christmas work party keeps warm stoking a bonfire of hazel, willow and
silver birch at Grafton Wood as a hectare of woodland is cleared prior to the
re-introduction of Pearl-bordered Fritillary in 2011. (Roger Wasley)
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Eggxact location: Hugh Glennie (left) examines a Brown Hairstreak egg in a new 1km square at Aston
Hall Farm, White Ladies Aston, as Peter Seal, Mike Williams, John Tilt and Simon Primrose confirm the
coordinates with Ordnance Survey maps and GPS equipment. (Roger Wasley)

It’s sextuplets for Grafton Wood!

Volunteers have again been busy this winter counting
Brown Hairstreak eggs around Grafton Wood in
Worcestershire and also searching out new areas. The
core egg count has been the best since 2004/5 and we
have again found eggs in previously unrecorded
squares.
This includes our most northerly 1km square so
far just south-west of Redditch and our most easterly
square right on the Warkwickshire border.
Perhaps the most remarkable discovery this year,
however, has been the number of multiple egg
clusters. Normally, Brown Hairstreak eggs are laid
singly with occasionally two eggs laid together but
this year for some reason double and treble eggs have
been particularly noticeable.
Nothing prepared us, however, for the surprise
discovery of no fewer than six eggs laid together on
a single blackthorn stem (see photo). This is a first
for Worcestershire to my knowledge and I think

The cluster of six Brown Hairstreak eggs found at
Grafton Wood on 15 January. (Mike Williams)

equals the record of our colleagues in Upper Thames
branch who photographed a similar cluster of eggs a
few years ago. Totally mindblowing!
Mike Williams
Brown Hairstreak Species Champion
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West Midlands Branch AGM report

Outgoing Branch Chairman David Jackson receives a framed original of a Brown Hairstreak by artist
Richard Lewington from incoming Chairman John Tilt at the Annual General Meeting. (Roger Wasley)

Summary of Minutes of AGM
Saturday 22 January 2011
held at Bishops Frome Village Hall

By Joy Stevens

The Chairman, David Jackson, welcomed members
and began the meeting with a tribute to a local
lepidopterist, Emma Hutchinson, who lived from
1820-1906. She is best remembered for her
observations of the Comma butterfly, in particular
the golden, summer form– named hutchinsoni in her
honour – and was a renowned entomologist, raising
many butterflies and moths from eggs. She also
championed the interest as a suitable hobby for
women with her publication Entomology and Botany
as Pursuits for Ladies. Emma probably knew more
about the Comma than anyone else at the time – and
thus she was a most appropriate choice of subject for
the West Midlands Branch, which has adopted the
Comma butterfly as its branch emblem.

Outgoing Chair’s Review
This AGM marked the end of Dave Jackson’s three
year term in office. He reflected on an enjoyable time
promoting BC at various shows, talks, events,
butterfly walks and moth nights and thanked everyone
who had contributed to Branch activities and

8

The Comma • Winter 2010/2011

supported him. The society relies on its members and
over the three years volunteer achievements included:
G Celebration of the 40th anniversary of the
national society;
G The 30th anniversary of the West Midlands
Branch and the award received by Mike Williams
for his contribution to BC;
G New reserves at Prees Heath, Shropshire and
Ewyas Harold Meadows, Herefordshire;
G Increase in butterfly numbers at Grafton Wood –
a tribute to the hard work carried out by volunteer
work parties;
G The many hours spent by volunteers throughout
the year, managing special sites and reserves;
G Publication of the up-dated Regional Action Plan;
G Continual transect recording and general
recording in the wider countryside.
He also paid tribute to the work of our salaried
Regional Officers, under the leadership of Dr. Jenny
Joy, mentioning in particular the Midlands Fritillary
Project; an initiative to conserve Wood White in
South Shropshire, being co-ordinated over the next
two years by Mike Williams, management work in
Sherbrook Valley, Cannock Chase in partnership with
Staffs County Council, habitat creation work funded
by external partners – The Forestry Commission,
SITA Trust, BIFFA, The Tubney Charitable Trust,

Natural England, The Wildlife Trusts and various
local authorities.
On the down side, the branch had sadly witnessed
the demise of the Wood White population at
Monkwood, Worcs. This was one of the butterflies
that had suffered drastic declines across the country.
On the mothing front, Head Office Moths Count
Team had published the Provisional Atlas of UK
Larger Moths, which should provide an essential tool
to aid the protection of threatened species.
Concern was expressed about comprehensive
Government spending reviews which will have a
significant impact on various environmental
agencies. Particular reference was made to the
potential sale of Forestry Commission land and the
transfer of national nature reserves from state
ownership. This would pose new challenges and the
need for innovative funding for nature. The active
participation of BC membership will be vital to face
these challenges.
Branch membership was currently just over 700
and Dave made a personal plea to aim for 1,000
members by Christmas 2013.
Dave closed by reminding everyone to submit
outstanding records to Nigel Stone.

County Round-Up
Herefordshire: Robin Hemming requested any
records for the county. It was felt that many areas
were under-recorded and it was therefore suggested
that a weekend date be agreed at the appropriate time
to check on the spread of Pearl Bordered Fritillary
and Wood White.
Worcs: John Tilt reported that High Brown
Fritillary was almost certainly extinct on the
Malverns. However, this was the only site in Worcs
where Dark Green Fritillary was present. It was
hoped to re-create suitable conditions at Monkwood
to re-introduce Wood White sometime in the future.
There were plans to officially re-introduce Pearl
Bordered Fritillary at Grafton in 2011. Work parties
had been arranged at Honeybourne (Sunday 23
January) and Throckmorton Tip (Sunday 6 February)
to maintain habitat for Grizzled Skipper in particular.
Staffs: Records had recently been released by the
RSPB which showed that Dingy Skipper had been
present at Coombes Valley for many years.
Birmingham and the Black Country: Richard
Southwell commented that there were good colonies
on brownfield sites of Dingy Skipper and Green
Hairstreak, and also good populations of the
rare Small Ranunculous moth.

Presentation of Accounts
Copies of the Income and Expenditure Account
for the year to 31 March 2010 had been distributed
and were presented by John Tilt in the absence of
Ron Hatton. Reference was made to the fact that the
previous year included considerable expense to fund
the production of the Walks Booklet whereas 2010
included receipts from sales. Overall, Branch funds
were healthy and any viable projects put forward for
funding would be considered by Committee. The
Statement of Accounts was approved by the meeting.

Election & Re-election of Committee
The following were elected to office:
John Tilt – Chairman
Ron Hatton – Treasurer
and the following were re-elected:
Michael Southall – Vice Chairman & Conservation
Officer
David Jackson – County Leader Staffs
Peter Salmon
No other committee members required re-election.

Any Other Business
A major concern of the meeting was the
Government suggestion to sell Forestry Commission
land, especially how this may impact on butterflies
and moths. John Tilt said that 150,000 had registered
their objection on a website www.38degrees.org.uk
However, the meeting felt that BC should take an
active stance in the fight to protect valuable forestry
land and it was agreed that the branch should contact
Head Office to voice our concerns and to ascertain
BC’s plans on this important issue.
Better ways of publicising Lepidoptera were also
discussed and several suggestions were made. One
particular newsworthy item was felt to be the
proposed re-introduction of Pearl Bordered
Fritillary to Grafton Wood. Roger Wasley stressed
the need to involve the media as early as possible to
gain maximum publicity.

Presentation to Dave Jackson
John Tilt’s first task as the elected Chairman was
to propose a vote of thanks to his predecessor. To
mark the appreciation of the branch, Dave was
presented with a limited edition print of a Brown
Hairstreak by Richard Lewington.
The meeting then broke for refreshments (kindly
provided by Miriam Tilt), followed by a
photographic presentation on the Butterflies of the
Malvern Hills by Peter Seal.
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Proutia betulina clings on in Monkwood

Report and photos
by Oliver Wadsworth

The Monkwood colony
of Proutia betulina
appears to be
completely isolated
from the rest of the
UK records.

This larva was kept
and fed on fresh
Hawthorn leaves until
it pupated and
eventually emerged as
the male imago,
pictured above.

10

The joint Worcestershire Wildlife Trust / Butterfly Conservation reserve at
Monkwood, Worcestershire is probably best known for its butterflies but it is also
an extremely important site for moths. The site list stands at over 800 species. One
of these is an obscure and nationally rare moth that may not be much to look at but
it has a fascinating lifestyle.
Proutia betulina is one of the Psychid family of micro moths. They are also
known as Bag Worms due to their habit of constructing portable silk bags or cases
in which they spend the larval stage. As the imago females of most of the group are
apterous (the wings are reduced to the point of being useless) they spend their
entire existence in the case. From the egg until death as their offspring’s first meal.
The adult males are generally dull brown unimpressive looking moths. Most
members of the family can be identified as larvae from the appearance of their
cases which are decorated in a variety of ways.
Tony Simpson, the Worcestershire county recorder, had first found betulina in
Monkwood back in 1983, and again in 1991. This last spring (2010) I suggested
that we should have another look for it to see if it was still present nearly 20 years
on. On a bright spring morning in early May we spent a couple of hours with a
beating tray thrashing Blackthorn bushes along the edges of the rides. We managed
to find only one occupied case in that time.
As can be seen from the photo, the larva in its case is an extraordinary looking
creature. The foundation of the case is an open ended bag made from silk. This is
decorated with grains of sand, flakes of lichen and bits of bark, etc. From August
until the following May the larva carries this construction around with it as it feeds
on rotting vegetation, lichens and fresh leaves. It expands and adds to the case as
it grows. Some of the time is spent on the trunks and twigs of shrubs, often
Blackthorn and Hawthorn. I suspect a fair amount of time is also spent on the
ground amongst the leaf litter. When fully fed the larvae can wander onto more or
less any convenient ‘high ground’ where it will be dry enough to attach itself to
pupate, most usually a fence post or tree trunk. Adults emerge from late May to
July and since neither male nor female can feed as adults, they have only a day or
so to find a mate and lay the eggs of the next generation. Eggs
are laid within the larval case.
The larva shown was kept and fed on fresh Hawthorn leaves
until it pupated and eventually emerged as the male imago.
Adults are very rarely seen in the wild as they fly during the
day and are not attracted to moth trap lights.
The Monkwood colony of Proutia betulina appears to be
completely isolated from the rest of the UK records. These are
from the extreme south east of the country, but even there it is
very rarely recorded. In recent years I have managed to find only three or four
confirmed records. Monkwood remains the only known site for the species in the
West Midlands area and, as far as I can tell, the only site north west of the London
area. That being said, it is almost certainly a highly under recorded species due to
its inconspicuous habits and the effort one has to put in to find it.
While we only found the one case at Monkwood last Spring, it is good to know
that the population is still clinging on there. Maybe next year it will be possible to
get a better idea of the strength of the colony and investigate some of the other
woods in the county to see if any more sites can be found for this intriguing
species.
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BC appeal for hawk-moth records
Butterfly Conservation is urging people to alert them of any sightings of the
Death’s Head Hawk-moth, an unusual visitor to Britain from Southern Europe
with skull-and-crossbones markings and the ability to shriek.
The Death’s Head Hawk-moth is the largest moth to appear in Britain, sporting
a wingspan of up to 13cm. As well as being a striking species visually, it has the
unusual habit of entering beehives in search of honey and, if handled, emits a loud,
shrill squeak by forcing air out of its proboscis — the long, tube-like appendage
that butterflies and moths normally use to suck nectar.
Dr Zoë Randle, from BC, said: “We have very few sightings reported to us of
this fascinating species and would like to learn more about it. We are encouraging
people to let us know if they see one and help us gain more information on where
they like to visit.”
Unlike most hawk-moths, the Death’s Head Hawk-moth has a
short proboscis and therefore cannot take nectar from deep-throated
flowers. It feeds on sap from trees and honey from bees' nests. The
shriek it makes is supposed to subdue and control the worker bees,
whose honey it is robbing.
Because of its skull-and-crossbones markings and its
unexpected ability to make quite a loud sound, the Death’s Head has
been an object of terror throughout the ages. Throughout Europe,
the moth was thought to be a harbinger of war, pestilence, and death
to man and beast alike. Its appearance in a candlelit room,
especially if it managed to snuff out the candle, was an omen of
death in the house. In France, dust from its wings was thought to
cause blindness. The moth brought fear and panic in Brittany when
large numbers appeared at the time of a widespread pestilence.
The moth’s awe-inspiring properties are markedly enhanced by
the sound it makes: this has been described as a ‘dismal,
melancholy cry’ and like the ‘plaintive squeaking of a mouse’. In
Poland, where it is known as the ‘wandering death-bird’, its cry was
heard as a voice of anguish; the moaning of a grief-stricken child.
The Death’s Head has also entered modern mythology in its role as an emblem of
evil in the book and film of The Silence of the Lambs.
If you see a Death’s Head Hawk-moth, please report your sighting to your
county moth recorder – and send a photo to the editor of The Comma!
30 YEARS of saving

butterflies, moths

Dr Zoë Randle

Death’s Head Hawkmoth: easily identified
by its skull-and-crossbones markings
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West Midlands butterfly guide still on sale
New members of the West Midlands Branch may not be aware that we produced a
40-page guide to 30 of the best butterfly walks in the region to celebrate our 30th
anniversary in 2009. Each walk details the species which may be encountered, the
best time to visit and a map. The Branch has sold hundreds of copies of the booklet,
but we need to secure even more sales to break even on the venture. If you haven’t
s
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ordered your copy yet – or you know someone who would enjoy a copy as a gift – send
a cheque for £5.95, made payable to ‘Butterfly Conservation West Midlands Branch’ to:
Mike Williams, 2 Dewberry Close, Stourport, Worcestershire, DY13 8TB.

Supported by
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Traps set at ground level
in the Wyre Forest
(Patrick Clement)

When height does matter...

By Jackie Davis

12

It may have been a long hard winter, but it’s done nothing to dampen the
enthusiasm of some of the UK’s keenest moth recorders – some of them in the West
Midlands, writes Jackie Davis.
They have been filling the cold dark days by engaging in a fascinating online
debate on the Garden Moths forum (Gardenmoths@yahoogroups.com) about the
optimum height to position a moth trap.
The discussion among enthusiasts from all over the country produced some
interesting insights into trapping habits as they mulled over the benefits of sites as
varied as the top of a Wendy house, a disused water container, brick barbecues and
even a children’s trampoline.
John Swann (johnswann12@yahoo.co.uk) kicked off the debate after noticing
that all the photographs posted on the forum showed moth traps sited on the ground.
He said: “For several years I have been
experimenting by placing my trap at different
heights with inconclusive results. Several
friends have differing opinions on this. If I place
mine on a patio table there are lower numbers of
certain species, e.g. The Drinker (right, Patrick
Clement), but I sometimes think I catch better
numbers overall.”
Neale (nealejm@yahoo.com) replied: “I too
have experimented with different heights of trap. I currently trap for GMS on the
ground and this will stay constant. I used to trap on the roof of my daughter’s
Wendy house with an open trap. I have my eye on the kids’ 12ft trampoline which
has black netted sides. I catch many moths on this that are first attracted to my light,
but rest upon the netting. I am going to suspend my lights inside the trampoline
from the four poles at about 8ft on one night to see what happens. The only trouble
is it’s a bit bouncy when you go to check the moths!”
David (dynamixware@yahoo.com) recalled being overwhelmed by hundreds of
moths when he set his trap on top of a water container in a meadow near his home.
He noted: “Having a trap up higher can generally help (spring and summer),
especially if vegetation gets in the way of the light or some other object stops the
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light’s effectiveness. In winter, though, it’s the other way around that seems better,
moths will not tend to want to fly higher in exposed areas, but stay lower down in
the hedgerows and shrubs where it’s warmer.” He also pointed out that some moths
such as the Orange Underwing fly high while some like the Yellow-tail stay
lower.
According to Steve Orridge (Steve@orridge2002.fsnet.co.uk) variables such
as weather conditions, light pollution, predation and geography must be taken into
consideration. “We can only determine our percentage catch success rate (against
height of trap) when we have determined the population for that particular year,”
he commented.
Conditions
do
make
a
difference,
agreed
Bryan
Jones
(tylluan3@btinternet.com), who said: “I place my trap for GMS on my brick
barbecue approximately one metre from the ground, the trap being tied down in
windy weather. I only occasionally find moths below and on the outside, but when
I also, on other nights, place the trap on the ground near a honeysuckle plant the
numbers are much higher. I also trap in Forest Enterprise plantations at various
growth stages throughout May to October in 10 various sites with three mobile
Heath traps, and at these the results are different. These traps are placed on the
ground. Very many moths are found outside the trap and on the ground, especially
Footmen, Willow Beauty, Mottled Beauty, and the Thorns.”
The last word goes to the man who started the debate, John Swann. He’s
looking forward to the better weather with a message to trampoline jumping Neale:
“You will have to get a photo taken of yourself on the trampoline trying to jar up
moths to put on the website.”
That could start off a whole new forum debate...

Orange Underwing
(Patrick Clement)

Yellow-tail
(Mick Green)

Moth atlas finally comes to light

Orange Footman
(Patrick Clement)

Provisional Atlas Reprint
The long-awaited Provisional Atlas of the UK’s Larger Moths has been selling like
hotcakes! So much so that the initial print run has sold out and BC can no longer
fulfil any orders at the special discount rate of £12.50. Dr Zoë Randle says: “We are
absolutely amazed by the response to this publication and have ordered a reprint.
Copies will be available in the next couple of weeks and can be ordered at the
normal recommended retail price of £20 (plus £5.00 p&p). The return to normal
price is necessary in order to cover additional printing costs. Please do not make
any further orders using the £12.50 special offer form that was sent out with
E-moth.” Orders for the reprint copies can be made by cheque to BC Head
Office or via http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/product/5146/mothatlas.html.

Guide to Difficult Species
The British and Irish moths: an illustrated guide to selected difficult species (covering the use of
genitalia characters and other features) has been produced by the Moths Count project with funding
from the Heritage Lottery Fund, John Spedan Lewis Foundation and others. The guide is softback and
spiral bound for ease of use. It runs to 91 pages and contains over 130 colour illustrations. Written by
moth experts Martin Townsend, Jon Clifton and Brian Goodey, the aim of the guide is to make available
information on the identification of difficult macro-moths, beyond what is currently available in the field
guides. 72 larger moth species (plus their subspecies and forms) are included. Much of the guide is
focussed on genitalia characteristics, although there are discussions of other characteristics such as
wing markings. Copies of the guide are available from Butterfly Conservation.
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VIEWPOINT
Nettles sting and fill a garden
with dilapidation.
Dandelions ruin a lawn and each clock
is its own time bomb.
Thistles scratch bare feet
grow very tall and their roots run so deep
they’re hard to weed.
Ragwort kills horses, sheep and cattle
and give humans a rash when it comes to disposal
BUT….
in a warm sheltered site you may see
comma, peacock or small tortoiseshell alight
lay egg on nettle
and then take flight.
In early spring
when these butterflies awake
they need nectar fast
find little in imported plants
so imagine their delight when they find a dandelion.
Later goldfinches neatly shred seeds from thistle
but before that butterflies gather
with bees and feed on their flowers.
Ragwort is covered with all kinds of bugs,
they’re the sole provider for cinnabar moths,
give their nectar freely to many others
others, who pollinate even our crops.
Nadia Kingsley

Butterfly Clouds
by Jamila Walker

Thanks to Mike Williams, Rosemary Winnall, Pete
Boardman and Stephen Lewis in particular, plus reading and
getting out there myself – my spring, summer and autumn of
2010 were overflowing with butterflies. I have seen socalled weeds in a different light and learnt a lot about our
native wildflowers. I have done a small amount of
conservation work, recording and timed counts for BC, and
will continue with these. Butterflies have enriched my life
and taken me to parts of Shropshire I’d never seen before.
The book is coming together very well. Through poetry
and art it will take the reader through a year of the butterflies
in Shropshire. There are also pieces of writing by butterfly
experts and locally based writers. The book will be officially
launched in Save our Butterflies Week, 23 July 2011, but
there will be an early chance to buy it, and see a
performance of some of the poems at Wenlock Poetry
Festival in April 2011 (www.wenlockpoetryfestival.org)
Thank you butterflies!
Nadia Kingsley, Fair Acre Press
Left: Dingy Skipper on Nadia’s thumb, Wyre Forest
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More heather seed for Prees Heath
The wintry weather has not held up the
heathland re-creation work at Prees
Heath Common Reserve. A total of 135
bales of heather brash (about 85 tonnes)
were delivered from Cannock Chase in
early December.
Previously we had stopped using
Cannock Chase as a donor site due to
the outbreak of Phythopthora disease
there, but this consignment came from
an uninfected area of the Chase and
appears to contain a lot of seed. The
brash was spread on two areas – the
Corner Field by the side of the access
track and the East of Runway field,
which has had two previous
applications of brash with, so far, little
evidence of germination. This may have
been because the brash did not contain
much seed.
Heather is notoriously difficult to
get to germinate, and we will not see
any results for at least 12 months. The
brash was applied by a tractor drawn
muck spreader, with the volunteers
forking out some clumps a few days
later.
Weed control remains an important
issue on the re-creation areas, and the
volunteers have been busy digging and
pulling up birch and willow seedlings,
bramble, thistles, ragwort rosettes and
rosebay willowherb. All of these species
will tend to invade the re-creation areas
and outcompete the heather seedlings
unless they are controlled, and I am
very grateful for the work the
volunteers contribute in this regard.
Dr Phil Putwain has acted as our
consultant in the heathland re-creation
work, and last summer he gave a talk on
Prees Heath to the Society for
Ecological Restoration European
Conference in Avignon, attended by
several hundred people. So Prees Heath
is not only a locally, regionally and
nationally important site, it is now
gaining international renown!
Stephen Lewis

Bales of heather brash arriving on site (Photos: Stephen Lewis)

Muck spreader applying the brash

Volunteers forking out the clumps
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Richard’s crusade to save
By Roger Wasley

T
Green Hairstreak
(Patrick Clement)

Dingy Skipper
(Andrew Daw)

Small Heath
(Gavin Woodman)

Six-belted Clearwing
(Nigel Spencer)
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HE recording of butterflies and moths has become a
powerful tool in the armoury of conservationists, as West
Midlands branch stalwart Richard Southwell discovered
some years ago. Richard joined Butterfly Conservation in 1995
and soon began recording his sightings as data gathering gained
pace for the Millennium Atlas of Butterflies in Britain and Ireland,
a five-year milestone project which raised the profile of BC and
established butterflies as an important indicator of biodiversity.
It became apparent to Richard that the nearby county of
Worcestershire was woefully under-recorded and, with the
permission of then branch chairman Digby Wood, he began
enlisting local members to share recording in as many 2km
squares, known as tetrads, as possible. His direct approach
resulted in almost half the membership in the county responding
to his appeal.
“This was not a plaintive cry but a targeted appeal which
resulted in records coming in for 35% of 2km squares in the
county in the first year and an amazing 90% of squares being
covered by the end of the second year. In the end only one square
was missed due to a broken ankle of a recorder who was carrying
out his duties whilst dog-walking,” said Richard. “It meant we had
a much clearer picture of the status of butterfly species across the
county, rather than a snapshot of the picture from the major
reserves of Grafton Wood and Monkwood.” Richard, along with
others, was also starting to realise that urban areas could be prime
areas.
In 2000, Walsall postman and BC member Peter Newell
alerted Richard to a proposed development near the railway line at
Anchor Meadow, which would impact on the threatened Dingy
Skipper population.
“It’s not enough having the necessary data to show that a
particular butterfly species is under threat,” explained Richard.
“We had to learn how to organise a campaign against this housing
development and how to engage with decision-makers on the local
council. When Walsall Council received 50 informed letters of
objection it transformed the way we were handled by the property
developers and council officials plus the local newspapers from
informed experts to power brokers”. In the end a compromise was
reached between all parties and a local nature reserve was born to
protect the butterflies.”
Two years later, another developer proposed building in
Halesowen on the site of Hawne Colliery, home to a colony of
Green Hairstreak. The environmental impact of the development
went before a government inspector and the plan was withdrawn
when the location was awarded Site of Importance for Nature
Conservation status.
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Birmingham, Patrick Clement, from Halesowen, and about 20
other BC members in the area have been plotting their records of
Biodiversity Action Plan species on an Ordnance Survey map of
the Black Country. What they have discovered is that many
species thrive thanks to corridors linking suitable habitats. “Rural
members look at me quizzically when I say you get five Burnet
Companion moths per footstep in some locations, but it really is
true!” These corridors include demolished factories, canal
towpaths, disused railway lines, quarries and even the central
reservations of dual carriageways.
“What we have discovered are sustainable pockets of such key
species as Green Hairstreak, Dingy Skipper and Small Heath
butterflies, and day-flying moths including Chimney Sweeper,
Burnet Companion and Latticed Heath,” said Richard. “There
are also good numbers of Wormwood and Small Ranunculus
larvae and Six-belted Clearwing – all discovered in previously
unknown locations right on our doorstep.”
They have found Green Hairstreak on a third of the 150
brownfield locations surveyed, but not so far in Birmingham.
There is a large colony of Small Heath on the central reservation
of the dual carriageway at The Lunt in Wolverhampton, whilst
Six-belted Clearwing resides close to IKEA in Darlaston by the
M6 motorway.
An English Nature (now Natural England) report revealed that
brownfield sites support 194 invertebrate species of conservation
importance of which 50 are Red Data Book species.
Brownfields are the last havens for some species and, as
Richard has discovered at first hand, these sites are now under
extreme pressure from housing and regeneration. When Richard
was accused by Dudley’s Leader of the Council Tim Sunter ‘You
wildlife people always tell what we can’t do’ he realised we will
never win the war unless we work with landowners, farmers and
property developers alongside council planning departments. This
indirectly led to Richard setting up a trial with St Modwen
Properties on three sites in the West Midlands at Long Marston in
Warwickshire, Berry Hill in Stoke and Coombswood in
Halesowen. This was a revelation to the country’s largest
brownfield developer and led to them being given BC’s highest
national accolade the Marsh Award for Conservation in 2008.
“I would love so see the work that we have been doing in the
Black Country repeated elsewhere, particularly around the Stokeon-Trent and Telford areas,” said Richard. “But it’s not only a case
of carrying out surveys, BC groups need to engage with society’s
decision-makers so that when a planning application for a
brownfield site is submitted they know who to turn to for advice.
“There has never been a better time for our members who feel
strongly about the conservation of threatened butterflies and
moths to take ownership of what they believe in and get involved.”
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National Moth
Night will
return in 2012
National Moth Night
has become a national
institution since it
started in 1999. It has
proved hugely
successful with over
1,000 sites returning
records annually,
hundreds of public
events introducing
newcomers to the
wonders of moth
recording, and
massive media
coverage raising
awareness of the
much-maligned moth.
Now the event has
reached a crossroads.
The cycle of repeated
NMN events in
different months of the
year has been
completed and, as the
event has grown, so
have the resources
required to manage
NMN, to the point that
it is not sustainable in
its current format.
Atropos and Butterfly
Conservation have
agreed that there will
be no National Moth
Night in 2011. NMN
will return in 2012.

Martyn to help
film crew

The Rural Media Co.
will be shooting a
short film about BC in
Herefordshire,
including the Wood
White in Haugh Wood,
in May and June. The
crew will be assisted
by Branch and longstanding Council
member Martyn
Davies. The film be
available on DVD.
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Oh, for a Clouded Yellow!
2010 proved to be a much better year at
Knapp and Papermill than the two
previous disastrous summers, but on
checking the table of numbers there are some
results that are quite disappointing. The total
number of sightings dropped slightly, but
overall it was good to see the number of
species go up to 26 and equal a year as far
back as 1996. If just one Clouded Yellow
had turned up it would have been a record!
The most exciting finds this year
occurred by accident. The first, when a large
Clouded Yellow (Andy Daw)
number of White-letter Hairstreaks were
observed one sunny early morning around 8.45, while walking the dogs along
the brook. They were spotted in the usual section of the transect, but were flying
around a mature elm cross species that I actually planted at the request of the
Trust in the early 1980s. In second place was seeing the Brown Argus after
nine years. It was suddenly noticed flying with the Common Blues, which have
also had a fantastic year everywhere. By seeing just one Argus meant more of
the ordinary blues were examined more closely, which does raise the question,
have they been here in other years, but in such small numbers they have gone
un-noticed, similar to the Dingy Skipper. The latter butterfly also made an
appearance after being suspected of becoming an historic species here.
One of the most surprising results was the dramatic drop in Meadow
Browns. This species seems to be now struggling, with a drop in the last two
years of 28 and 38%. Looking back, they are now only 17% of the figure seen
in 1995. This seems to be a countrywide drop and as yet no one has put forward
any theory. On the positive side, the Ringlet that appears around the same time,
had an excellent year with a record number of sightings.
It was joy once again to see a good number of White Admirals, mainly
along the brook side sections, where the Silver Washed Fritillary also turned
up again, rather late in the season. One sighting of this butterfly appeared to be
a male, when it was observed to pounce on a Meadow Brown nectaring on
some hemp agrimony! Results were also better for the Peacock and Small
Tortoiseshell but the Red Admirals were down. The lovely Small Copper
made a recovery and was the best total since 1997.
The Comma did quite well but with less numbers, while the Holly Blue put
in slightly more appearances, unlike the common Speckled Wood, which
halved its numbers from the previous year. The Small Skipper continued its
cyclic performance and fell heavily, and its larger cousin fell by a smaller
amount. The Marbled White colony is still present with similar sightings, and
mainly occurs in Papermill Meadow. A few were seen in Big Meadow, where
numbers do not seem to be increasing even though the meadows appear to be
very similar.
This was a much more rewarding year making the weekly round from April
to September something to look forward to compared with the two previous
ones, when falling numbers made the stroll somewhat depressing! If the
Meadow Brown had produced its normal large numbers, the total sightings for
the summer might have made it into an even better season.
Garth Lowe
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Winter wonderland of moths
By Sheila Wasley

With freezing temperatures and snow
covering much of the Midlands for days on
end this winter there was often little
enthusiasm for setting up the moth trap.
However, it was still possible to find moths
and overwintering moth eggs even on the
coldest of days.
A tip-off from Gloucestershire moth-er
Robert Homan that a daytime rendezvous in
a local park might produce some interesting
results was rather intriguing and off I went.
Avoiding the proliferation of dog-mess
and trying not to notice the suspicious glances
of both pets and owners, we began to examine
the trunks of some ancient oak trees. Within
minutes we found seven male and two female
Winter Moths on the bark of a single tree.
More were found on several other oaks, along
with two clutches of overwintering Vapourer
moth eggs. Another interesting find by Robert
was the larval case of micro-moth
Coleophora badiipennella on wych elm.
And West Midlands moth-er Dave
Grundy reports on the Garden Moth e-forum
that on the evening of 15 January he counted
191 male Winter Moths – and one female – in
Oversley Wood, near Alcester. Armed with
just torch and a net, he also found Pale
Brindled Beauty, Spring Usher, Mottled
Umber, Early Moth and Chestnut.
Admittedly, the temprature had risen to a
balmy 10ºC – so well worth the effort, Dave!

A male Winter Moth and, below,
the extraordinary female

Larval case of Coleophora
badiipennella on wych elm

Access butterfly
and moth guide
with iTunes app
Technophiles will be
delighted with
BirdGuides latest app
on the iTunes store.
They have taken Chris
Manley’s British Moths
and Butterflies: A
Photographic Guide
and transformed it with
the help of UKMoths
and Butterfly
Conservation into a
must-have app. When
online you can also
access all of the
assets on UKMoths,
and up-to-date
distribution maps from
the National
Biodiversity Network
courtesy of the
National Moth
Recording Scheme.
The app costs £14.99.

Patricia’s kind
gift to branch

Lucky West Midlands
branch member
Patricia Cox, of
Halesowen, won third
prize in Butterfly
Conservation’s
Christmas draw. Now
generous Patricia has
donated her £25 win
to branch funds. Thank
you Patricia!

Dragon’s den

A mating pair of Vapourer moths bred from
eggs (Patrick Clement)

A clutch of Vapourer eggs on oak

Walk for dragonflies in
Monkwood, Sunday 10
July, meet in the car
park at 10.30am.
Leader: Mike Averill.
Adults £2, children £1.
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Doorstep surprises
By Richard Southwell

One of the 200 Chimney
Sweeper moths
discovered by Patrick
Clement in Foxcote Pond
Meadows, Stourbridge,
West Midlands.

Richard Southwell and
Gavin Tringham clear the
footpath leading to
Foxcote Pond Meadows,
seen behind the hedge.
(Roger Wasley)
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During the Millennium Atlas recording period I, along with many others, were
getting species records for empty tetrads which inevitably took the recorder to
unknown areas. Most locations did not seem superficially interesting when
looking at the Ordnance Survey map, but there was the odd total surprise that I
am sure all us recorders can relate to. It’s partially what makes it all worthwhile.
One of mine was in North Worcestershire when I came across some
delightful meadows lined with large and old hedges near Burcot. There was a
good range of butterflies, but I noticed something different that turned out to be
the day-flying moth Chimney Sweeper. It is one of my favourites and I can
assure you it is not boring as you might think when looking at its picture in a
guide book. I counted seven. But day-flying moths did not enter the database in
those days and the record was ‘lost’ with reference to the branch’s atlas on
macro moths. The comment on the moth in the atlas states: “Local uncommon
resident, occurring in colonies in old pastures, larva feeds on pignut.”
My interest in the moth was re-awakened by Patrick Clement in 2009 when
he mentioned that he had seen 200 flying in Foxcote Pond Meadows the
previous year. I was gobsmacked as it was less than two miles from my front
door in Stourbridge, West Midlands – and here was me thinking I had found
every decent bit of habitat or wildlife
corridor in the area. It just goes to show...
I was determined to see it and, after a
boring day ‘doing the accounts’, crept out
of the house mid-afternoon on 9 June 2010
to the meadows and counted 211 – all
spanking fresh in humid but cloudy
weather. Amazing! And on checking the
branch database, I discovered this was the
largest number ever recorded in one place
on our patch.
On our return from holiday, I went there
again on 21 June and only counted 90
faded moths so they have an ephemeral
existence. If you want to see them my tip is
to find the foodplant in advance of the
flight period.
In closing I was also looking elsewhere
and Jane and I had spotted a lovely
meadow, full of ant hills, in the winter
whilst going for a walk by the canal below
Cobley Hill, south of Alvechurch. Pignut
occurring along a long furrow produced 14
moths whilst the original Burcot Meadows
had 31 this time.
I do hope this encourages you to look
for ‘hidden’ pockets of good habitat and
then you to can savour the delight of
discovery that I got at Cobley.
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Mick adds Hairstreak
to his garden list
Right: White-letter Hairstreak on marigold in Mick’s walled garden, above

In February 2010, branch member Mick Green and
his wife moved to a property west of Stafford. This
came with an overgrown walled garden surrounded
by farmland. This land is mostly used for agriculture,
with the odd paddock containing cows and is typical
English countryside, i.e. devoid of wild flowers!
Fortunately, there are a few acres of semi-natural
woodland close by and some mature specimen trees
planted close to the house in the mid 19th Century.
“We have planted a lot of fruit and veg, which we
grow organically, and have sown an annual
wildflower mix in the remaining part of the garden
(about 1/4 acre),” says Mick. The mix was obtained
from Emorsgate Seeds (http://wildseed.co.uk/) and
comprises a range of scarce cornfield annuals: corn
cockle, corn chamomile, thorow-wax, cornflower,
corn marigold, field forget-me-not, common poppy
and night-flowering catchfly. Ideally the flowers
would have been sown in the Autumn, but they didn’t
get the chance to do it until April. Even so the results

have been spectacular, even if the late sowing
resulted in a late flowering and seems to have
favoured the marigolds.
“I’ve wandered over a large part of the
surrounding land and haven’t seen many butterflies
and so I was extremely surprised and delighted by the
numbers I attracted to the walled garden,” adds Mick.
“There were clouds of butterflies on some days,
when every flower seemed to have its own butterfly.
I didn’t attempt to count them but I did note that a
buddleia by the house had an assortment of over 100
feeding on it on an afternoon in the summer – along
with a Hummingbird Hawk-moth!”
Mick has recorded 18 species of butterfly in the
walled garden: Brimstone, Ringlet, Large, Small
and Green-veined White, Orange-tip, White-letter
Hairstreak, Small Copper, Common and Holly
Blue, Red Admiral, Peacock, Small Tortoiseshell,
Comma, Speckled Wood, Gatekeeper, Meadow
Brown and Painted Lady.
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Mothing at Chaddesley Wood

Report and photos
by Alan Prior

Above: Cloaked
Carpet and,
below, Scorched
Carpet both
recorded at
Chaddesley Wood
on 7 August,
2010.
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Chaddesley Wood National Nature Reserve is leased from Natural England by
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust and is managed for timber production, using
environmentally friendly methods, as well as for its wildlife value.
Eleven moth recording visits were made to Chaddesley during 2010 with
another 16 species added to the site list. The main highlight was a first county
record of Cnephasia genitalana in August. This species is probably more
common than this first record suggests. It requires dissection to confirm its
identity and is one of the last Cnephasia species to appear. By this time most
people are fed up with dissecting Cnephasias and so I think that may be another
reason the species has not been recorded before!
Other highlights were finding the flightless females of Pale Brindled
Beauty, Dotted Border and Mottled Umber. None of them look much like
moths and can be tricky to find so that night in February proved a real education
to all present. June produced a quite amazing sight as the three traps in Black
Meadow were ‘plastered’ with over 100 Lobster Moths and will long live in
the memory! August also produced two good-looking species to add to the
Chaddesley list, Cloaked Carpet and Scorched Carpet. October saw
Land Caddis adults on the wing and arriving at the traps among the moths,
which provided added interest, as they are nationally scarce.
Overall the weather wasn’t that kind to us this year but perseverance
paid off with the additional species for the site and always something of
interest to see.
Chaddesley Wood has now been regularly recorded for the last six
years. Over that period more than 650 species have been found with over
36,500 adult moths counted. Apart from the two county firsts, I think the
most pleasing part of the recording has been the rediscovery of Great
Oak Beauty after more than 40 years. Chaddesley is the only place in
Worcestershire outside of Wyre Forest where this species occurs and so it was
quite an important find.
As with every year, a big Thank You to everybody who has contributed to
the moth recording efforts. Hopefully, it’s been a lot of fun and you will return
in 2011 to make a difference, again!
A full list of scheduled recording dates for 2011 can be found in the Diary
Dates section of The Comma on Page 28.
The meeting place is always
at Jubilee Gate (GR: SO 914
736) and all are welcome. The
spring and autumn dates are at
the mercy of the weather so
please check with Mervyn
Needham, Wood Warden,
(01562 777461) or myself
(0121 778 2973) to confirm
details. We will always try and
do at least one recording session
per month so if the scheduled
date is cancelled another will be
arranged.
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Extensive Progress at Hartlebury
felling at
Monkwood

Last winter Monkwood
Nature Reserve at Hallow,
near Worcester, had an
extensive programme of
felling by contractors as many
of the rides had become
overgrown and dark.
This season the Sunday
Volunteers and the Roving
Volunteers
have
been
coppicing and clearing brash
left by the contractors along
quite a long section of the
main ride towards the top of
the wood. Unfortunately, the
October Sunday Work Party
was lost to bad weather. In
early 2011 volunteers will be
clearing an area where the
majority of the reserve’s Early
Purple Orchids occur.
Other tasks to be done are
ride-side clearance along the
path leading to the gate near
the green. The teams have
also been chain-sawing along
the ride in Little Monkwood
opposite the car park. David
Llewellyn is coppicing in
Little Monkwood. So far we
have organised a Butterfly &
Bluebell walk as last year
which will be on 8 May and
also a Fungus Foray on 15
October. We had 65 people
turn up this year so there will
be bookings only. There were
also 50 ramblers who decided
to turn up last year so you can
imagine the chaos! There will
also be a couple more events
to be arranged.
There were two sightings
of Wood Whites – two more
than in 2009. George Groves

The Hartlebury Common Local Group, which has been carrying out
conservation work on the Worcestershire SSSI since October 2007, is
thriving and has an interesting range of monthly talks and walks lined
up for 2011. The indoor talks are held on Monday evenings at
Stourport Boat Club. See www.hartleburycommonlocalgroup.org.uk
for details. The regular work parties have been involved with hedge
laying, beauty spot clearance and preparing the boundary for cattle
fencing. The fencing is now complete around the upper common.
Once the Wilden Top car park cattle grid is installed, a small herd of
Dexter cattle will be introduced to begin grazing. Combined with
further tree and scrub removal the lowland heathland should have a
brighter future.
Mike Southall
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West Mids transect report 2010
2010 was a great year for transects in the West Midlands. 41 transects were walked in the year and the data
was sent to the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme for inclusion in their reports.
To give some idea of the effort 48,600 butterflies were counted in the year. I estimate that 123 people were
involved with 2,100 man-hours of recording. A hearty thank you to all the people involved!
The butterfly transect is our way of monitoring species population trends and involves 26 weeks of survey
work. I have done some analysis for our area and the table below shows what has happened to the commoner
species in 2010. The figures in the table are obtained by first adjusting the counts for missed weeks, then
pairing counts for transects walked in consecutive years. The percentage increase/decrease is then calculated.

West Midland Transect Results
Species

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

7
16

11
12

21
2

11
12

Figures show percentage increase/decrease over the past 5 years using paired counts
Brimstone
Brown Argus
Comma
Common Blue
Gatekeeper
Green-veined White
Large Skipper
Large White
Marbled White
Meadow Brown
Peacock
Pearl-bordered Fritillary
Red Admiral
Ringlet
Silver-washed Fritillary
Small Copper
Small Heath
Small Skipper
Small Tortoiseshell
Small White
Speckled Wood
White Admiral
Wood White
Increases
Decreases

6
113
32
103
2
-27
-15
-15
77
14
-1
-39
120
16
41
290
12
-19
32
12
26
32
-9
16
7

-5
-78
-45
-77
-48
51
2
-12
-45
-14
164
233
-6
-10
8
-65
-9
-26
35
-24
-32
-52
43

-43
36
-18
28
120
53
-27
76
-24
55
-55
-76
-12
17
-27
34
-37
16
-62
21
66
-16
-25

130
99
241
70
-17
176
125
160
12
-10
59
61
32
48
95
89
149
45
318
204
75
25
21

8
201
-4
524
-9
-8
31
-50
-13
-32
56
-42
-37
10
42
46
23
-18
-6
-39
-25
72
80

The figures indicate that after the poor years of 2007 and 2008 most species have recovered, 2009 and 2010
being better years in general. The main highlights of 2010 were that Common Blues, Brown Argus and Silver
Washed Fritillary had amazingly good counts. But by far our commonest butterfly, the Meadow Brown, had
a relatively poor year. Individual transect results are used as a guide to site management and the results of the
transects have been sent to site managers in the Wildlife Trust. Some of our BAP species did well particularly
Wood White and White Admiral.
The full report will be available on the UKBMS web site by the spring. It will be interesting so see if the
national trends are the same. If anyone is interested in setting up a transect please contact me at
john.tilt2@btopenworld.com. And thanks again to all the Transect Walkers!
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Heroes brave
downpour at
Bury Ditches

Volunteers supporting the two-year SITA-funded South Shropshire Woods
Stepping Stones Project are making a real difference for Wood Whites
at Bury Ditches, a Forestry Commission woodland in the heart of the
Shropshire Hills AONB. (Stephen Lewis)

Garden Centres Group – Branch Opportunities
BC nationally will be promoting the charity’s work through a national
chain of garden centres this summer. The Garden Centres Group, which
began life as Wyevale, was rebranded to its new identity in 2009 to reflect
the fact that it includes several well-known and respected garden centre
brands. From small beginnings as a Herefordshire nursery, The Garden
Centre Group has grown into one of the largest garden centre groups in
the world with more than 100 garden centres in its portfolio. The Group
are planning a butterfly and bee fortnight in their Garden Centres from
16 - 31 July which coincides with the dates for Big Butterfly Count and
Save Our Butterflies Week. They have offered all Branches the
opportunity to attend any of their 120 garden centres to promote
butterflies during the three weekends. If you are interested in supporting
this venture via a garden centre near you please get in touch.

Big Butterfly Count returns for 2011
Marks & Spencer have agreed to fund the Big Butterfly Count again this year.
A major focus this year will be on schools and getting children and their parents
doing the count. The count will be extended to run from 16 - 31 July, covering
the last week of the schoolterm and first week of holidays (in England).
The National Schools Partnership will be producing free materials for 1,000
schools, including ID sheets, lesson plans and stickers to do with the count. The
free materials will be available on a first come first served basis but will also be
available via the BC website so other schools can access the materials.
The plan is to promote the count early in April via a Plant for Butterflies
campaign and the count will be publicised in mid-July. BC will also be receiving
royalties on several products, details to be confirmed.

Despite a steady drizzle
that greeted our arrival in
the Bury Ditches car park
on 16 January, 17 stout and
hardy volunteers turned out
for a day of scrub
clearance.
Local media snapshots
over, we moved down into
the
forest
where
explanations of why and
how the day’s work would
progress took place. The
area to be cleared was
swamped by naturally
regenerated silver birch and
broom, and once opened
out would complement a
much larger glade to be
created by the removal of
crop trees on the forest road
crossroads. As work started
the drizzle evolved to
constant rain, something I
had not bargained for when
planning and then trying to
light the BBQ. Undaunted,
the volunteers fought on,
heroes
all,
getting
absolutely soaked to the
skin. By the time the BBQ
was ready I felt it was little
consolation for what they
had done and been through
but all seemed to enjoy it.
The glade was cleared
and I can only offer my
thanks to all who attended
and worked so hard, and to
Butterfly Conservation for
helping organise the day
and providing the tools.
Alan Reid
Wildlife Ranger
Marches Forest
Forestry Commission
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Butterflying in the mountains
of south-west Bulgaria
Report and photos by
Stephen & Lucy Lewis

Map

Purple-shot Copper

Bosnian Blue female
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Bulgaria has one of the longest butterfly lists of any European country and, in the
third week in July 2010, Lucy and I went on a nine-day tour in the Slavyanka, Pirin
and Rila mountains, organised by the British Bulgarian Friendship Society. Nick
Greatorex-Davies, who has led many tours to Bulgaria, was our leader, assisted
by an English-speaking Bulgarian guide, Mitko, and a Bulgarian driver, Mario, at
the wheel of the well-appointed minibus which accommodated 11 paying
participants.
Driving from Sofia to our first hotel – the first of four – in Gotse Delchev we
quickly formed some impressions of the country. The legacy of the old Soviet
empire is still to be seen in the many shabby tower blocks and abandoned factories.
Several of the roads are potholed, but now that Bulgaria is a member of the EU
some major road improvements are evident. Much of the agriculture is still
traditional, with horses, donkeys and carts still being used and hay being scythed
in the fields before being gathered into stooks. Many meadows are no longer used,
however, and are slowly scrubbing up. All this contrasted sharply with Bansko, a
large modern ski resort at the foot of the Pirin mountains, which we drove through
a couple of times. The hotels and food were largely good, with one exception, the
mountain scenery was magnificent throughout and each morning we stopped at a
local shop to buy sustenance for the day’s walking. The tour took us up into the
mountains, giving us the opportunity to see alpine species as well as the more
common lowland ones. Following the flight to Sofia, an initial stop in the Kresna
Gorge gave us Lesser Spotted Fritillary, Eastern Bath White, Oberthur’s
Grizzled Skipper and Great Banded Grayling.
The Slavyanka mountains are very close to the border with Greece, so much so
that we had to have our passports with us just in case, and they provided our first
full day of butterflying, although it was all at lower altitudes as we found some
really excellent meadows. Species seen included Weaver’s Fritillary – the first of
19 species of fritillary seen on the tour – Meleager’s Blue – one of 24 species of
blue seen on the tour - with scalloped edges to its hindwings, Osiris Blue, Eastern
Baton Blue, Grecian Anomalous Blue, Escher’s Blue, Southern White
Admiral, Orbed Red-underwing Skipper, Sloe and White-letter Hairstreaks,
Scarce Swallowtail, Scarce Copper and Map. A search for Dil’s Grayling on the
hillsides proved unsuccessful. One of the highlights of the day was provided not by
a butterfly but by a reptile, a good sighting of the Horned Viper, Europe’s most
poisonous snake. Thankfully, efforts to catch it in a butterfly net proved
unsuccessful!
Mount Orelek in the Pirin stands at approximately 2,100 metres and this
provided our first big walk, with the minibus dropping us off at 1,400 metres. The
way up was graced with sightings of several species, including Apollo, Purpleshot Copper, the beautiful Turquoise Blue, the rare Higgin’s Anomalous Blue,
False Eros Blue, Idas Blue, three species of fritillary to be found in Britain – High
Brown, Glanville and Heath – Great Sooty Satyr, Cardinal, Ottoman’s Brassy
Ringlet, Woodland Ringlet and Eastern Large Heath. The day’s highlight came
near the summit, where both a male and a female Bosnian Blue were seen –
butterfly photography heaven, especially when seen on its larval host plant, a
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species of rock-jasmine. It is also taxonomy heaven, as it is at present unclear
whether this is a separate species or a subspecies of Gavarnie Blue, which occurs
in the Pyrenees and northern Spain. Even near the top the vegetation was green and
lush, providing a carpet of wildflowers.
A drive along the Mesta valley to our second hotel provided the opportunity to
stop at various points. The undoubted highlight came at the site of an old uranium
mine, where we had exceptional sightings of another rarity, Freyer’s Purple
Emperor, a female thus lacking the purple suffusion. Also seen that day were
Black-veined White, Eastern Wood White, Sooty Copper, Provencal Shorttailed Blue, many Silver-washed Fritillaries, Nickerl’s and Spotted Fritillary.
For the following three days we were based in the village of Dobarsko, walking
in the Pirin and Rila mountains, with two days on Vihren and one on Belmeken.
The walks were left to individuals to go as high as they wished, and we mainly kept
to lower altitudes in the temperate valleys. On one day the weather turned wet at
lunchtime and, following soup and chips at the mountain cafe, the late afternoon
brought sunshine and the opportunity for more butterflying in a gorge nearer the
hotel. Butterflies seen on these days included Clouded Apollo, very worn as it was
near the end of its flight season, Balkan Copper, including a mating pair, Large
Blue, False Eros Blue, Mountain Alcon Blue, Purple Emperor, Niobe and
Balkan Fritillaries, the endemic Bulgarian Ringlet, Sooty, Large, Common
Brassy and Bright-eyed Ringlets, Marbled Skipper and Olive Skipper. Never
mind all the different Blues, sorting out the different Ringlets proved to be quite a
challenge for the group, and Nick’s expertise really came to the fore here.
As far as the bird life was concerned, during the tour we got good views of
Crossbill, Bee-eater, Hoopoe, Syrian Woodpecker, Golden Oriole, Sombre Tit,
Short-toed Eagle, and Nutcracker, a member of the crow family with a voice that
sounds like the ringing of an old telephone. Moths were trapped on three nights,
and provided interest for those prepared to make an early start the following
morning.
Day 8 saw us going up another mountain at Kartala, but luckily this time by
cable car. The weather at the bottom was grey, damp and misty, but the cable car,
which was stationed actually in the hotel, took us through all of that and the top
provided good butterflying conditions. Highlights were several Cynthia’s
Fritillaries resting with wings open on low-growing juniper bushes. The males
have a very un-fritillary-like black and white chequering on the wings, but the
females are more orange. Dewy Ringlet, Dusky Grizzled Skipper and
Shepherd’s Fritillary were also seen. Back near the hotel in the Rila National Park
Yellow-banded Skipper provided a finale to another memorable day. The
following day, with the weather unfavourable, there was the opportunity to visit
Rila Monastery, a World Heritage Site, famous for its highly colourful frescoes that
adorn the exterior and the interior of the church. Set in the mountains, this was a
unique experience, with Mitko providing essential historical information to place it
all into context. After that a further roadside site with improved conditions turned
up Short-tailed Blue, Lang’s Short-tailed Blue, Large
Copper and Reverdin’s Blue.
A great tour, a lovely country, a total of 119 butterfly
species seen, excellent guides and good company.
Usually two butterfly tours are run each year, including
one at lower altitudes, and it all comes highly
recommended.

Freyer’s Purple Emperor

Balkan Fritillary

Large Ringlet

Cynthia’s Fritillary

Lang's Short-tailed Blue

Yellow-banded Skipper
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Dates for your diary
Brown Hairstreak Caterpillar Hunt
Sat 21 May, meet 11.00am at Grafton Flyford Church. Contact: Mike Williams 01299 824860.
Brown Hairstreak Open Day
Sun 4 September, 10.00am-4.00pm, meet at Grafton Flyford Church. Contact: Mike Williams 01299 824860.
Bury Ditches “Wood White Womble”
Sat 18 June, meet at 11.00 am at Bury Ditches car park on minor road north of Clunton (GR: SO334839). This
is a South Shropshire Woods Project event. Contact: Mike Williams 01299 824860.
Butterfly ID workshop
Sun 22 May, 10.00am - 4.00pm, Woolhope Village Hall (near Haugh Wood), Herefords (GR: SO611358). Tutors:
Robin Hemming & Mike Williams. Booking essential. Contact: 01568 797351 or robinhemming@btinternet.com
Chaddesley Wood moth meetings
Sat 5 March at 5.00pm; Sat 2 April at 6.30pm; Sat 7 May at 7.30pm; Sat 4 June at 8.30pm; Sat 2 July at 8.30pm;
Sat 6 August at 8.00pm; Sat 3 September at 7.30pm; Sat 1 October at 6.00pm; Sat 5 November at 4.00pm. Meet
at Jubilee Gate (GR: SO914736) and all are welcome. The spring and autumn dates are at the mercy of the
weather so please check with Mervyn Needham 01562 777461 or Alan Prior 0121 778 2973.
Foxcote Pond Meadows
Tue 14 June, meet at 2.00pm at GR: SO942832. See mass emergence of Chimney Sweeper moth and take part
in sponsored Himalayan Balsam pulling conservation activity. Joint event with Dudley Council Countryside
Services Department. Contact: Richard Southwell 01384 397066.
Garden Moth Scheme Annual General Meeting
Sun 6 March, 11.00am - 4.00pm, at Moira Village Hall, near Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Leics. Contact: Dave Grundy
Grafton Wood Nature Reserve butterfly walk
Sun 17 July, meet at 2.00pm at the Three Parishes Hall, Grafton Flyford (GR: SO961557)
Adults £1, Children free. Refreshments available at the hall. Contact: John Tilt 01386 792458.
Grafton Wood Nature Reserve work parties
Wed 9 February; Sun 13 February; Wed 16 February; Wed 23 February; Wed 2 March; Wed 9 March; Sun 13
March; Wed 16 March; Wed 23 March; Wed 30 March, meet at 10.00am at Three Parishes Hall, Grafton
Flyford (next to the church) just off the A422 Worcester / Stratford road (GR: SO963557). Contact: John Tilt.

Forks at the ready: Prees Heath volunteers, from left, Lucy Lewis, Janet Vernon, Dennis Weaver,
David Evans, Vera Roberts, Doug Hampson, Allan Dawes and Ruth Dawes. (Stephen Lewis)
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Moth Training Courses

Flaming good fun: There’s nothing quite like stoking a bonfire as
these volunteers found out during one of the Fritillary Action Days in
the Wyre Forest in Shropshire. (Mike Williams)

Mon 23 May, An Introduction to
Moth Trapping for Beginners,
Severn Valley Country Park,
Alveley, Salop (GR: SO754840),
10am to 4pm. Max. 25 people.
Sun 19 June, Woodland Moths
for Beginners, Woolhope Village
Hall, Haugh Wood, Herefordshire
(GR: SO611358), 10am to 4pm.
Max. 15.
Sun 17 July, Grassland Moths
for Beginners, John O’Leary
Centre, Marquis Drive, Cannock
Chase, Staffs (GR: SK006153),
10am to 4pm. Max. 15.
Sun 7 August, Wetland Moths
for Beginners, Feckenham Village
Hall, High Street, Feckenham,
near Redditch, Worcestershire
(GR: SP009615), 10am to 4pm.
(Max. 15)
Tue 13 September 13, Leafmining Moths for Beginners,
Severn Valley Country Park, 10am
to 4pm. Max. 25.
Booking essential. Contact:
Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.

Haugh Wood work parties
Sat 12 February, Sat 12 March, meet at 10.00am at Haugh Wood FC car park
GR: SO592365. Contact: Robin Hemming on 01568 797351 or email
robinhemming@btinternet.com or Kate Wollen on 07786 526280 or email
kate.wollen@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
Monkwood Nature Reserve work parties
Sun 6 February; Sun 6 March, meet at 10.00am at the reserve car park off the
Sinton Green/Monkwood Green Road (GR: SO804606). Contact: George
Groves 01905 620721 or 07989 474045.
Monkwood Butterfly & Bluebell Walk
Sun 8 May, meet at 10.30am at the reserve car park off the Sinton
Green/Monkwood Green Road. (GR: SO804606). Leader: George Groves.
Charge: Adults £2.00, Children £1.00.
Monkwood Nature Reserve Fungus Foray
Sat 15 October, meet in the reserve car park at 10.30am. Leader: Diana
Bateman. Charge: Adults £2.00, Children £1.00. Booking essential with
George Groves 01905 620721 or 07989 474045.
Prees Heath Common Reserve work parties
Wed 2 March, heather cutting and litter clearance; Wed 13 July, ragwort
pulling; Wed 3 August, ragwort pulling; Wed 14 September, bell heather seed
harvesting; Wed 5 October, bell heather seed harvesting. All work parties start
at 10.30am prompt and finish around 3.30pm. Meet on the access track off the
A49 opposite the Steel Heath turning (GR: SJ557363). Bring a packed lunch
and drink. Contact: Stephen Lewis, Warden, 07900 886809, email:
slewis@butterfly-conservation.org
Regional Conservation Day
Sat 19 February, meeting 10.00am - 4.00pm at Three Parishes Hall, Grafton

The Big Silver-studded
Blue Count on Wednesday
29 June is an attempt to
count all the SSBs on
Prees Heath Common
and the grain stores
compound.
Volunteers will each be
allocated an area in which
to count the number of
butterflies.
Please let the warden,
Stephen Lewis, know in
advance if you can come
so that he can plan the
areas accordingly.
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Dates for your diary
Flyford (next to the church) just off the A422 Worcester / Stratford road (GR: SO963557). There will be
presentations from Butterfly Conservation staff who work in the region. Please contact John Tilt at
john.tilt2@btopenworld.com or call 01386 792458 so catering can be arranged.
Trench Wood work parties
Sun 27 February; Sun 27 March; Sun 24 April, meet at 10.00am in the car park (GR: SO930588).
Uffmoor Wood work parties
Sun 6 February, Sun 13 February, Sun 20 February, Sun 27 February, Sun 6 March, Sun 13 March, Sun 20
March, Sun 27 March. Work parties start at 10.00am and the Woodland Trust car park is at GR: SO94881 near
Halesowen, just four minutes from M5 Junction 3. Please contact Patrick Clement on 0121 501 1105 or
patrick.clement1@btinternet.com for details of what’s involved and where the volunteers will be working.
Wyre Forest Fritillary Action Days
Sun 20 February, meet at 10.00am at Lodge Hill Farm along old railway track from Dry Mill Lane, Bewdley
GR: SO759767. Task: Clearing scrub from railway embankment to provide habitat for Pearl-bordered
Fritillary. This will be a joint event with Natural England. Contact: Mike Williams 01299 824860.

Not a chainsaw massacre: Patrick Clement felling along Uffmoor Wood’s pipeline ride. (Roger Wasley)

Winter work
improves
butterfly
corridor
at Uffmoor
30

Winter work parties organised by Patrick Clement have opened up the pipeline ride in
Uffmoor Wood, near Halesowen, Worcestershire, an important site for White Admiral and
White-letter Hairstreak. Every day an average of 360 million litres of water travels
beneath the ride from the Elan Valley to supply Birmingham. As TV presenter Adrian
Chiles says: “The Woodland Trust has some fantastic sites across the UK and they do a
great job of looking after them. Take Uffmoor Wood, just a few miles from where I was
born. It’s a real green oasis, being so close to such a massive urban population, and it’s
perfect for walking off your Christmas dinner too!”
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Help make a difference at
Female Throckmorton
landfill site
butterfy
heads for M
Waitrose

An unusual sighting of the
declining Brown Hairstreak
has indicated that the
butterfly may be spreading
westwards from its east
Worcestershire stronghold.
The discovery was made
by local recorder Martyn
Ganderton, a Grafton Wood
volunteer, who recorded a
female
flying
towards
Waitrose car park in
Droitwich.
“This is great news for the
Brown Hairstreak, which has
not
been
previously
recorded in Droitwich, never
mind a supermarket car
park,” said Mike Williams,
Brown Hairstreak Species
Champion
for
West
Midlands. “The most likely
route of colonisation is along
the Droitwich canal, which is
only across the road from
the
supermarket,
and
passes under the motorway
just east of the town. Seeing
it head towards Waitrose did
not surprise me, it’s just what
you might expect from such
a ‘classy’ butterfly! This is our
very first confirmed sighting
of the butterfly west of the
M5.”

32

ost people might ask: Why would I want to go for a walk to a
landfill site? The answer is: most of Throckmorton landfill has now
been capped and landscaped; it’s one of the best butterfly sites in
Worcestershire; it has very good flora; and, with several lakes, it’s a
popular site for birders.
We will be doing another work day there on 20 February and all are
welcome. The previous work we have done has been very beneficial to
the Grizzled Skipper and, in particular, to Pyramidal and Bee Orchids.
The former, which I hadn’t seen
there before, shot up en masse.
It is probably the best Grizzled
Skipper site in Worcestershire.
John Tilt and I counted over a
dozen in less than half an hour on
the landfill site. You will also see
extraordinary
numbers
of
Common Blues, even before this
last summer’s bumper numbers.
The same goes for Brown Argus,
Small, Large and Essex Skippers
and the satyrids especially
Marbled White. You’ll usually
see Small Heath and Purple
Hairstreak. Brown Hairstreak Grizzled Skipper (Trevor Bucknall)
eggs have been found within 1km of the site and, with the amount of
blackthorn present, I hope before long it will colonise.
The site is not open access, please stick to the footpaths. Approaching
the site from Worcester on the A4538 drive about 1.5 km past the landfill
site and turn left toward Throckmorton. About another 1.5 km on there is
a public footpath on the left hand side of a sharp right hand bend. Park on
the verge and access the site from here. Most Grizzled Skippers are on the
south facing bank which is on the boundary with the former airfield. Meet
at 10am at GR: SO970480.
Trevor Bucknall

Snap to it! Send us your photos
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Next time you are out and
about with your camera and
take a picture of a butterfly or
moth - like this image of
Common Blues in cop by Paddy
Matthews - please email it to
the editor of The Comma. But
don’t forget to say where and
when you took the picture. You
never know, it might make the
cover of the next edition…!
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