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Bumper year
at BC’s
Prees Heath

Silver-studded emergence

Many thanks to Phil
Corley, from Kirby on the
Wirral, for this issue’s
cover image of a Silverstudded Blue in the act of
emergence, with black
ants crawling over the
butterfly to feed on
sugary fluids.
During the Emergence
Walk on 23 June,
hundreds of Silverstudded Blues were seen
fluttering low over the
heather and trefoil at the
far end of the old airfield
runway.
Turn to Pages 10 & 11
to read Stephen Lewis’
account of a bumper year
at Prees Heath Reserve.

Copy deadline

The deadline for
editorial contributions to
the Winter edition of
The Comma is
31 December 2010.
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Chat from the Chair
This is the last of my soapbox ramblings as Branch Chair as, at the
forthcoming AGM in January, I will have completed my agreed threeyear term in office. I have had a very enjoyable spell promoting Butterfly
Conservation at numerous shows, talks and events, and would like to
thank all who have contributed to Branch activities, the Committee
members who have supported me, but most of all, I would especially like
to thank YOU for supporting our aims through your subscriptions.
I am very pleased to inform you that Branch membership currently
stands at 704.
In view of the recent targets set by Head Office mentioned below, we
need your ideas and valuable assistance to help the Society grow, so that
we can really effect the landscape scale projects required, to make real
links in the wider countryside, and to help our declining butterflies and
moths. I appreciate fully that both at home and in governmental funding
agencies finances could be tight for the foreseeable future, but here’s a
personal plea – Let’s make every effort to have 1,000 members in our
Branch by Christmas 2013!
You are welcome to attend our Branch AGM on 22nd January 2011
(details on Page 9) at which I will be handing over my role to John Tilt,
whose superb organisational and woodland management skills, coupled
with hard work alongside other volunteers, has transformed our reserve at
Grafton Wood. John will also be known to many members in his role as
Transect Co-ordinator.
If re-elected, I will remain on Committee and help to promote our
conservation aims and objectives, with a particular interest in my adopted
county of Staffordshire.

2020 to 2050 Visions
On 14th September I was invited to attend, alongside representatives
from other West Midlands conservation groups, a debate entitled
Landscapes of the Future at the British Science Festival held at Aston
University, Birmingham and organised by the British Ecological Society.
There were talks by experts in landscape management, including the
Director of Strategy and Environment at Natural England, followed by
debate on what ecological enhancements could be made to the
countryside, and our towns and cities and what they might look like in
2050, as our climate changes, and population demands on land use both
for sustenance and development grows.
The overlying theme was the need for landscape scale habitat
protection and corridor links, which would require careful planning, and
the willingness of landowners to participate. It was observed that scarce
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Chat from the Chair
and vulnerable species living on isolated ‘island’ reserves could and do eventually
die out if such species are unable to locate and reach other populations, which may
be some distance away, across a sea of hostile, intensively farmed or built up
landscapes.
It was suggested that planning legislation, which as yet would have to be drafted,
could play its part in protecting corridors between suitable habitats.
By happy coincidence on 16th September, Defra released a ‘must read’ report
entitled Making Space for Nature: A Review of England’s Wildlife Sites and
Ecological Network, which you can access on-line. Although it is a whopping 199
page document, the first few dozen pages map out where we are now, and where we
should be going in order to enhance our ecological corridors and networks which
will provide real benefits for allowing nature to thrive. And guess what? Landscape By David Jackson
scale projects are given the highest attainment profile!
At the Branch Chairmen’s Meeting held in Birmingham over the weekend of 25th and 26th September, I
submitted various written recommendations and suggestions on behalf of Branch to our Chief Executive Dr
Martin Warren, our national Chairman Maurice Avent, and up to a dozen Trustees, to be added to by Branch
Chairs who came from as far afield as Glasgow and Kent, and who contributed to the various debates setting
out proposals covering Our 2020 Vision, which will map developing national objectives as to how by 2020
Butterfly Conservation will seek to halt the decline of threatened species of butterflies and moths in the UK;
have secured a substantial increase in funding and other resources needed with a target of £10million p.a.; have
in place efficient robust recording and monitoring schemes, with the best use of modern technology to enable
us to continue to influence Government and wider decision makers on the environment; and, amongst other
things, to significantly expand our membership from the current 15,000 to 100,000 by 2020.
Phew! some ambitious targets indeed, but they can be met with the assistance of active volunteers, head
office staff, and major publicity promoted by radio and TV celebrities like Mike Dilger, who has recently
become our national Vice-President.
Branch submissions ranged from the best use of TV, radio and media advertising, giving BC the right
exposure and at frequent intervals, highlighting our successes and the conservation needs of butterflies and
moths, to the importance of valuing and maintaining regional salaried staff and reserve wardens, who play
increasingly pivotal roles day to day.
As individuals we may seem a little powerless to achieve such goals, but as an organisation working in
partnership with others, we can move together towards achieving our aspirations. But this costs money, and
with cuts in Government grants and predicted resources the doom merchants could have a field day.
However trite this might sound it’s a simple fact that money, or the lack of it, will determine how the next
ten years play out from a national funding perspective. I am, however, an eternal optimist, as despite tough
financial times ahead, there are still enough like-minded individuals and organisations out there working very
hard towards achieving our respective visions. Let’s hope we can reverse the downward spiral and find
innovative and where possible cost free ways of assisting our beloved butterflies and moths to survive for
future generations to enjoy and marvel at.
As I sign off, I would like to mark time with a Cree Indian prophecy from the 1800s:
“Only after the last tree has been cut down, only after the last fish has been caught, only after the last river
has been poisoned, only then will they find that money cannot be eaten.”

David Jackson
11 Hyperion Drive, Penn, Wolverhampton, WV4 5QW
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Update on Midlands Fritillary Project

Princethorpe Woods Habitat Restoration Project management work has been completed (Mike Slater)

By Dr Jenny Joy
Pearl Bordered
Fritillary in Wyre
Forest 9 June
(Jason Kernohan)
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This project is now well into its second year. Those of you who recall the previous
reports on this project might remember it is not the simplest project Butterfly
Conservation has ever delivered and there are a number of different strands to it,
as well as now four key people involved and four different funders to report to!
During summer 2010 the main priority has been the start of the SITA Trust
funded project entitled ‘Conserving the Wood White butterfly in the South
Shropshire Woods’ where we were fortunate in being able to persuade
Mike Williams to take on the running of the project. Mike has already been
successful in getting lots of local people involved and we are looking forward to
the first winter of management work on at least three of the key sites (see Mike’s
article on Pages 6 & 7).
Nick Williams has continued to focus his efforts in the Forest of Dean and
Herefordshire and has now also started to make in-roads into the investigation of
sites supporting Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary in south Shropshire. Nick ran a
number of events there this summer and has now established a group of active
volunteers. Records have been grouped into three main areas Catherton Common,
Stiperstones and south-west Shropshire. Particular highlights were the recording of
over 50 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary in just one day in
the Catherton Common area, records from eight sites in the
Stiperstones area and the identification of a key core area in
south-west Shropshire where over 140 Small Pearlbordered Fritillary were recorded. One point to make here
was that 2010 was a brilliant year for this particular butterfly
– I have just received the records from Rob Davies
(Staffordshire County Council Ranger at Cannock Chase)
where a hugely impressive 170 Small Pearl-bordered
Fritillary were recorded during just one monitoring session
in the Sherbrook Valley. But, of course, this is not all down to
the weather but the huge amount of management work and
effort that has gone into managing this area over the past
years.
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Mike Slater ensured that all the management work in
the Biffaward funded ‘Princethorpe Woods Habitat
Restoration Project’ (and lots more!) was completed by
the end of March 2010. Since then Mike has been
undertaking and encouraging more survey and monitoring
work in these woods as well as trying to get more of these
woodlands (and the sites in-between) into more long-term
schemes.
I continue to lead on the overall management of these
The cut-and-collect mower at work (Jenny Joy)
projects as well as being more closely involved with
Forestry Commission sites across the region. The main one to mention here is the
SITA Trust funded Back to Orange Project at the Wyre Forest (which is part of the
larger HLF funded Grow with Wyre Scheme) which is now rapidly coming to an
end and has been hugely beneficial for a number of species. Particular highlights
this year have been:
a) Large increases in the numbers of Wood White at Hurst Coppice in 2010
(which was the first project site worked on) with the first signs of Wood White
starting to disperse elsewhere in the forest.
b) Hugely improved numbers of Pearl-bordered Fritillary on the Forestry
Commission Longdon Pipeline with all the scallops created as a result of project
work supporting good habitat and being occupied.
c) Evidence that the Great Bog habitat is already improving after just one year
of grazing by Dexter cattle with good numbers of Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary
being recorded here.
d) The success of management work being highlighted by repeated vegetation
monitoring which showed increases in plant diversity, increasing abundance of
spotted orchids (on two sites) and the positive effects of liming.
e) Pearl-bordered Fritillary colonizing at least three of the project work areas
(with more colonisations predicted next year).
The training events run by Rosemary Winnall and Mike Williams have been
instrumental in getting more local people involved in survey and recording work. As
a result of their efforts there were over 25 volunteer monitoring visits to various sites
in the Wyre Forest in 2010. This is in addition to the three Wyre Forest butterfly
transects, two of which have been fully covered by weekly walks during 2010. A
chat site (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/wyreforestbutterflies/) has also been set up
which now has 29 members . The Back to Orange Project has also now allowed the
purchase of a cut-and-collect mower to be used in the Wyre Forest area which, I
think, will be essential in maintaining habitat that has been created as a result of this
project in the longer term. So good news all round and a big thank you to all those
who have participated in any aspects of this project all around the region.

Dexters grazing the Great Bog (John Iles)

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries (Jenny Joy)
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BC on the White road with new project
The rare Wood White is set to benefit from a new conservation project in south
Shropshire. Over the next two years, Butterfly Conservation and Forestry
Commission England will be improving
wildlife habitat in six areas of woodland
between Clun and Craven Arms.
The Wood White has undergone a 65 per
cent decline over the past 30 years. A recent national study has shown that there
are only around 50 key sites where this butterfly remains putting it at high risk of
extinction. When woodland becomes darker and the rides narrower, larval
foodplants and nectar sources that these butterflies rely on are unable to grow. The
loss of links both within and between woods can then result in colonies becoming
isolated and more vulnerable to dying out especially in poor summers when adult
By Mike Williams
numbers are generally lower.
The West Midlands, however, is one of the four remaining English regions
where it’s not too late to save the Wood White. Despite some recent losses, the
species is still widespread enough to have a chance of colonizing new sites,
particularly in Herefordshire and south Shropshire.
The new South Shropshire Woodlands Project, launched this summer and
funded by SITA Trust, is aimed at increasing
populations of the Wood White butterfly through
targeted management at a landscape level. All the
project sites are FC plantations, about two-thirds
of which are former ancient semi-natural
woodland sites. At present, many of the woodland
rides are shady and currently unsuitable for the
butterfly but there is considerable potential to
create more open habitat especially on southfacing slopes. Over the next two years, working in
partnership with the Forestry Commission, a
significant programme of work is planned in all
six woods which will include the widening and
maintaining of existing forest rides, the creation of
new forest rides by the removal of conifers,
undertaking experimental ground disturbance to
A female laying eggs (Phil Parr)
encourage the spread of key Wood White
foodplants and the creation of open clearings by the early removal of
conifer crops. Initial vegetation and population surveys have taken
place over the summer to determine the best locations for
management work to take place and work is due to start in the first
four woods this winter.
Forestry Commission woodlands in south Shropshire were
confirmed as an important area for Wood Whites by Bill Davidson,
a Butterfly Conservation member and Clun resident who discovered
many colonies in the area several years ago. Bill spent many hours
monitoring butterfly populations locally before his death in 2007.
Dr Jenny Joy, Senior Regional Officer for Butterfly
Conservation in the West Midlands, said: “This project will be a
fitting tribute to Bill’s memory. We need to let the light back in to
Two tiny eggs (David Green)
more of these woodlands and hope that the butterflies will follow.

6
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Before and after: the plan is to transform overgrown woodland into suitable habitat for Wood White

We’re keen to enlist local volunteers to help us continue surveying butterflies in
the area. Monitoring and recording is vital to inform where we target the
conservation effort.”
Alan Reid, Forestry Commission Wildlife Ranger for South Shropshire,
added: “Forestry Commission England is looking forward to working with
Butterfly Conservation in the delivery of this project. As an organisation we are
committed to finding ways in which we can better manage our woods to benefit
wildlife and biodiversity and there is a great opportunity here to make a real
difference to the fortunes of a fast declining butterfly.”
West Midlands Butterfly Conservation is keen to recruit volunteers to assist
with recording and monitoring work next year and if you feel you can help or
would
like
more
information
contact
Mike
Williams
(mike@stagborough.fsnet.co.uk or 01299 824860).

Brown Hairstreak finds more support

The larva (Doug Goddard)

Residents throughout the area of ancient Forest of
Feckenham have been asked to keep a look out for
trees used by a rare butterfly. Grafton Wood, near
Grafton Flyford, jointly owned by Worcestershire
Wildlife Trust and Butterfly Conservation, is the
centre of the Midlands’ only colony of the
nationally rare Brown Hairstreak butterfly. In
recent years the colony has spread to surrounding
woodlands and hedgerows including Trench
Wood, Feckenham Wylde Moor and Humpy
Meadow. Residents in the Grafton Flyford, Stock
Green and Cowsden areas have been asked to
keep a lookout for ash trees that are being used by
the adults. Male Brown Hairstreaks are on the
wing from late July and fly in the canopies of
trees. Females are most frequently seen as they
descend to hedgerows in late August and
Brown Hairstreak at Grafton in August (Peter Withers) September looking for suitable egg-laying spots.
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Focus on Feckenham Wylde Moor
As Reserve Warden/Manager of the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust’s Feckenham
Wylde Moor wetland nature reserve I am indeed privileged. Why? Well, this is
one of only two fen wetlands within Worcestershire and is considered to be one
of the Trust’s key reserves due to the rich number of species it supports. The
majority of fen is found along the Suffolk and Norfolk coast, but inland it is
virtually non-existent. Our 11.7 hectares (27 acres) comprises wet species-rich
meadow, tall fen, scrub and reed bed.
Our wetland flower-rich meadows contain many plant types that are
important for butterflies. Recorded species are Large and Small White,
Green-veined White, Orange Tip, Brimstone, Meadow Brown,
Gatekeeper, Ringlet, Comma, Large, Small and Essex Skipper, Common
and Holly Blue, Red Admiral, Peacock, Painted Lady, Small Copper, Small
By Paul Meers, Reserve
Heath, Small Tortoiseshell, Speckled Wood, Marbled White and, more
Warden/Manager
recently, Brown Hairstreak and Brown Argus for the first time last year.
Our Brown Hairstreak success has been largely due to work we did during
the winter of 2008 in clearing old blackthorn on the southern
edge of the reserve to create an area for suckers to grow. We left
a few existing young suckers which, in the late summer of 2009,
saw our first Brown Hairstreak eggs at Feckenham for over 10
years. I counted just 14 – more than I had ever expected. These
were in in two different locations within a few metres of each
other and either side of our ancient ash. Unfortunately, we
haven’t been able to establish that this, or other adjacent, ash
trees are assembly trees. No flying Brown Hairstreak was seen
last year. The eggs have ‘hatched’ this year so, by the time you
read this, I hope to have seen our new emergence, established an
assembly tree and found new eggs. Hopefully, Feckenham
Wylde Moor will then be established as a regular breeding
ground for the future. Look out for news in the Brown
Hairstreak ebulletin! (email: mike@stagborough.fsnet.co.uk)
Our success with Brown Hairstreaks is also down to the work
we’ve been doing with Butterfly Conservation and other
organisations and individuals to promote suitable management
Green-veined Whites (All Paul Meers)
and the linking of habitats. Creating corridors for species to
move through the countryside is essential to the work of the
Wildlife Trusts across the country. The Brown Hairstreak
success in the Forest of Feckenham highlights the importance of
this.
Last year was such a wet summer that we were unable to
mow and take off the hay in the meadow. This meant that plants
were still in full flower right through September and into early
October, enabling butterflies to benefit. In previous years we
would hay cut in late July, thus removing large areas of
flowering flora. Mowing and baling is totally weather dependent
and each year is a bit of a juggling act, ‘to cut or not to cut’. This
year has been dry and we have cut the meadows and have left
larger margins/areas of flowering plants for the late butterflies.
Hopefully, this will suffice and we will see the Brown Argus
Large Skipper

8
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again. We will probably cut these left areas by hand
during the winter months so that they regenerate
well next spring.
For those who have not visited Feckenham
Wylde Moor before, do so as soon as you can. There
is never a bad time as the place changes dramatically
throughout the seasons. Obviously, spring, summer

Speckled Wood

and late summer are best for butterflies; start to visit
in April and keep coming regularly until October
and you are bound to see plenty of variety. Who
knows, there might even be a first or rarity about!
For more information about Feckenham
Wylde Moor visit the Trust’s website
(www.worcswildlifetrust.co.uk).

Common Blue

Meadow Browns in cop

West Midlands Branch A.G.M.
Saturday 22nd January 2011
at Bishops Frome Village Hall, Herefordshire
commencing at 11.00 a.m.
The Hall lies just over one mile from the main A4103 Hereford to Worcester Road.
Go through Fromes Hill Village and down the big hill. At the bottom of the hill turn right at
the staggered crossroads and continue a mile into Bishops Frome.
The Hall and car park are in the centre of the village (GR: SO 662484).

Light refreshments will be provided.
We hope to attract a speaker who will be announced on the Branch website,
but at present the itinerary comprises:
A.G.M and Election of Officers at 11.00 a.m.
Lunch 12.00 noon until 1.00 p.m.

The Butterflies of Herefordshire and Worcestershire
a slide presentation by David Jackson - outgoing Chair.

All are welcome
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Bumper Year on the Heath

By Stephen Lewis
Prees Heath Warden

A freshly emerged
male Silver-studded
Blue photographed at
8.30am at Prees
Heath during
Emergence Week in
June. (Nigel Spencer)
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It is now four years since Butterfly Conservation bought the western half
(60 hectares) of Prees Heath Common. This year saw many visitors to the reserve
from far and wide, principally, of course, to see the colony of Silver-studded Blue
butterflies.
A single species transect for the Silver-studded Blues has been walked since
1991, and the overall trend, allowing for good and bad years, shows an increasing
population. This year proved to be another very good year, with the earliest
emergence yet recorded (11 June, and some may have been out earlier than that).
In certain areas of the reserve, especially where the vegetation is very low,
numbers quickly peaked and, at an Emergence Walk from 8.00am to 10.00am on
Wednesday 23 June, those present were fortunate enough to see several hundred
Silver-studded Blues fluttering low over the heather and trefoil at the far end of the
old airfield runway. Everyone agreed that such numbers had never before been
witnessed, and such was the density that great care had to be taken not to tread on
any. In addition, at least 20 Silver-studdeds were seen and photographed in the act
of emergence, with black ants crawling over them to feed on sugary fluids, and
frequently falling off, as the butterfly pumped up its wings before flying off to find
a mate. All in all, a spectacular wildlife sight, and one difficult to rival I would
suggest anywhere in the Midlands.
For those who are planning a visit to Prees Heath next year, we will be
arranging another Emergence Walk towards the end of June (date to be publicised
in a later edition of The Comma), and people can always phone me on
07900 886809 to check on how the butterfly numbers are faring.
Those familiar with the site will know that a major, long-term heathland
re-creation project is ongoing on the former arable areas, in fact, the biggest of its
kind using a soil inversion technique in the UK. As I write this piece the Hangars
Field is now showing large swathes of common heather (Calluna vulgaris) in
flower less than three years after it was seeded by heather brash imported from
Cannock Chase. Getting the other species of heather to be found on Prees Heath,
bell heather (Erica cinerea) to establish itself has proved more problematic. Of the
20,000 bell heather plug plants planted by volunteers last autumn we reckon 60%
have survived (not a bad rate), but many of those have been well nibbled by the
rabbits. There does not appear to have been any
significant germination yet of all the bell
heather seed hand harvested and broadcast by
the volunteers, but there is still hope! In a
project as challenging as this, we just have to
keep on trying. Heather seedlings are now also
to be seen on the restoration area on the other
side of the runway. The field on the south side
of the access track was deep ploughed in March
this year and steps are in hand to repeat the
treatments here deployed elsewhere on the
reserve.
Elsewhere, the pond dug out last December
has already attracted Oystercatchers and Grey
Wagtails, and looks set fair to increase the
biodiversity of the site. The Heritage Lottery
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Fund has earmarked monies for a large grant for the Meres and Mosses of North
Shropshire and Cheshire, and, as part of this, we are hoping to be able to repair the
old airfield control tower, making it suitable for a range of wildlife as well as
providing information for visitors. Controlling weeds, including birch seedlings, on
the restoration areas remains a huge task, and I am very grateful for the help given
by all our volunteers in this regard, as well as their help in controlling scrub
in other areas.
Unfortunately, I have to report some bad news as well: there has been a serious
incident of vandalism and the steel gates that we installed at the reserve entrance
have been badly damaged with a JCB. This matter is now in the hands of the Police.
Finally, a word about finance. Now that we no longer receive monies from
GrantScape, we are applying to place the reserve in the Higher Level Stewardship
scheme, and are working closely with Natural England with this aim in view. If
successful, this will give Prees Heath Common Reserve significant income over the
next ten years to enable the vital restoration work to continue.

Hangars Field (above)
is showing large
swathes of common
heather (Calluna
vulgaris) in flower less
than three years after
it was seeded by
heather brash
imported from
Cannock Chase.
(Stephen Lewis)

30 YEARS of saving

butterflies, moths

ds
ts in the West Midlan
and their habita

West Midlands butterfly guide still on sale
New members of the West Midlands Branch may not be aware that we produced a
40-page guide to 30 of the best butterfly walks in the region to celebrate our 30th
anniversary in 2009. Each walk details the species which may be encountered, the
best time to visit and a map. The Branch has sold hundreds of copies of the booklet,
but we need to secure even more sales to break even on the venture. If you haven’t
ordered your copy yet – or you know someone who would enjoy a copy as a gift – send
a cheque for £5.95, made payable to ‘Butterfly Conservation West Midlands Branch’ to:
Mike Williams, 2 Dewberry Close, Stourport, Worcestershire, DY13 8TB.

s
30 Butterfly Walk ds
an
in the West Midl
Supported by
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Horse chestnuts under attack
Vehicles carry
moths and
infected leaves
to new areas

The Horse Chestnut
Leaf Miner was first
observed in
Macedonia in northern
Greece in the late
1970s, and was
described as a new
species of the genus
Cameraria in 1986. In
1989, it appeared
unexpectedly in
Austria and has since
spread throughout
central and eastern
Europe. Its current
distribution includes
Belgium, The
Netherlands,
Denmark, southern
Sweden, all of
Germany, Poland and
the central European
countries, and it is
currently spreading
west through France
and south through
Italy. Since 2002 it has
been reported from
Spain, Albania, Turkey,
Ukraine, Moldova,
Belarus and western
Russia. Cameraria
ohridella was first
found established in
the UK in the London
Borough of Wimbledon
in July 2002. Dispersal
of the moth from
infested areas occurs
on a broad front
through adult flight,
assisted by the wind,
and through the
passive transport of
adult moths or infested
leaves in or on cars
and other vehicles.
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from Leaf Miner moth

Nature lovers are being urged to help track the progress of an alien moth which
is attacking horse chestnut trees across the UK, including much of the West
Midlands. The Horse Chestnut Leaf Miner is a non-native moth which arrived
in the country in 2002 and has spread at the rate of 40km to 60km per year. It
now covers half the UK, including much of
south-central England, East Anglia, the
Midlands and most recently East Yorkshire
and Cornwall.
Researchers from the Universities of Hull
and Bristol are asking for the public’s help to
monitor the damage to our much-loved
conker trees in the largest project of its kind
in the UK, funded by the National
Environment Research Council (NERC).
The moth has caterpillars that live inside
the leaves, forming distinctive patches of
damage called ‘leaf mines’. Up to 700 leaf
mines have been recorded on a single leaf
and the damage caused by large numbers of
larvae can be striking. Severely damaged
leaves shrivel and turn brown by midsummer and fall early, well before the
autumn, giving the impression that the tree is
Cameraria ohridella
dead.
The spread and establishment of the Horse Chestnut Leaf Miner is of
particular concern because, once established, the moth maintains exceptionally
high rates of infestation without any evidence of decline. Although the moths
do not kill the trees directly, it appears that they weaken them, causing them to
produce smaller conkers and
Distribution of Cameraria ohridella
possibly become more susceptible
August 2009
to lethal diseases.
John Tilt, Reserve Manager of
Butterfly Conservation’s Grafton
Wood in Worcestershire, said:
“Certainly every horse chestnut
tree in this area seems to be
affected by this moth. They all
look very unsightly with damaged
leaves and it appears to have
spread over a very large area of
southern England.
“Luckily, we don’t have any
horse chestnuts in our woods as it
is not a native woodland tree so it
is not affecting us directly. But,
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hopefully people will keep an eye out and help the effort
to monitor and tackle the problem.”
No one knows exactly how far the miner infestation
has spread so academics Dr Darren Evans and Dr
Michael Pocock have asked schools and members of the
public to take part in a national web-based experiment to
monitor its progress and discover the natural pestcontrolling insects that might control it.
Dr Darren Evans from the University of Hull
explained: “Nature’s form of defence against this alien
invader is a tiny parasitic wasp which eats the moth
caterpillars from the inside out – the wasps are the
natural pest controllers. We think there is a time lag
between the moth infesting a tree and the wasps
attacking the caterpillars. We need the public’s help to
test whether this is the case, especially in areas that have
The Horse Chestnut Leaf Miner causes leaf
recently been invaded.”
damage, as the larvae of Cameraria ohridella
People were asked to collect infected leaf samples,
mine within the horse chestnut leaves. (Forestry
keep them in a plastic bag, check for moths and parasitic
Commission England)
wasps and log the results on the website. “This should
give us vital data to help us understand why this moth has spread so rapidly. We could even predict how well
our conker trees will fare in the future,” said fellow researcher Dr Michael Pocock.
Details of the project can be found at: http://www.ourweboflife.org.uk/
 The Comma wishes to thank the Forestry Commission England in the compilation of this article.

Michael’s new book nears release
Later this year my book on the Butterflies of Britain & Ireland is due to
be published by A & C Black. Five years ago, I saw the excellent book on
orchids by A. & S. Harrap and thought it would be good to have a butterfly
book in the same format. I had written some small butterfly books for
Shire Publications in the 1980s, so perhaps that helped to convince them.
I have been the Butterfly Recorder for the Kent Branch of BC since
2003 and have lived in Kent since 1971. However, I was born and bred in
the West Midlands, initially in Great Wyrley, then from the age of five in
Wednesfield, a suburb of Wolverhampton. I attended Wednesfield
G r a m m a r
School
from
1959-66, then
went to Nottingham University and Imperial
College.
I moved to Kent because I got a job as an
entomologist, doing research on insect and
mite pests of fruit crops at East Malling
Research Station.
I remain a Midlands lad at heart, and am
a member of West Midlands Branch. One of
our daughters now lives in Sutton Coldfield,
so when my wife and I visit her I take the
opportunity to watch my team, the Wolves.
Michael Easterbrook
Left: The Valezina form of Silver-washed
Fritillary will feature in Michael’s book.
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Large Blue rekindles Tony’s interest

Holly Blue
(All images by Tony Moore)

Green-veined White

Speckled Wood

Boyhood memories of spotting a Chalkhill Blue in his garden rekindled
retired dentist Tony Moore’s interest in butterflies.
“I was quite keen on butterfly collecting as a young lad but gave up in my
teens and only really came back to it around eight or so years ago when I
retired,” recalls Tony. “There was a lot of publicity at that time about the
Large Blue making a comeback after being extinct since the 1970s.
“I had this sudden urge to go and see it and made a pilgrimage to Collard
Hill in Somerset where it had been re-introduced. That was it, my interest
was sparked again and it’s now become an obsession, although I insist that I
am not a nerd.”
Tony, who lives in Stafford, is an active member of the West Midlands
branch, familiar to readers of The Comma for his excellent images of
butterflies, minute butterfly eggs and, more recently, garden moths.
Photographing species is his passion and he’s always prepared, camera at the
ready, to travel all over the country to capture different butterflies. His latest
camera is a Sony A350 with a Sigma 105mm macro lens for taking close-ups.
“I have now photographed every British species, apart from the
Clouded Yellow,” said Tony as he planned a trip to Wales to see a
Grizzled Skipper. “Fellow enthusiasts get in touch if there are sightings I
might be interested in and I will make a trip if I can.”
“Even though I’ve photographed them all now, I’m always looking to get
better shots so it’s a never ending process. I absolutely love it as most of the
places you find the butterflies are untouched so you get to see some
fascinating and beautiful areas of the countryside.”
Last year Tony began to get interested in moths. He bought a Skinner
moth trap and began trapping in his garden to record macro species. “I don’t
worry about the micro species, I have enough trouble seeing the macro ones,”
he said.
Although his interest in butterflies has not quite taken a back seat, his
interest in moths is growing and he has already enjoyed some fascinating
catches. He said: “I recorded over 200 macro species including the third
record for Staffs of the Annulet. Quite exciting stuff for a beginner.
“I also caught a Blossom Underwing, which caused some interest. It has
always been a very ‘local’ moth. The only other Staffordshire records are
from the extreme south of the county. There have recently been a few
examples trapped in the Wyre Forest, and the hope is
that they may be moving northwards as the weather
warms.”
Tony is a keen supporter of the Garden Moth
Scheme (http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/Gardenmoths)
for anyone interested in recording moths regularly in
their garden, anywhere in the UK and Ireland. The
Garden Moth Scheme started in the West Midlands
region with 50 gardens taking part across six
counties and has expanded into a national project. He
also contributes to the Back Garden Moths website –
an online forum for moth enthusiasts. Jackie Davis
Tony checks the overnight catch in his Skinner trap
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Black Hairstreak delight at Glapthorn

We’ve got you surrounded! Branch members photographing Black Hairstreaks at Glapthorn (Colin Bowler)

A memorable weekend in June began with the ‘Butterflies and Beer’ trip with a
schedule including visits to Glapthorn Cow Pasture in Northamptonshire, a lunch
stop at the Chequered Skipper in Ashton and an afternoon foray in Fermyn Woods.
The main target of the day was the rare Black Hairstreak. The wood was alive
with hunters seeking out their quarry and within a quarter of an hour we stumbled
across a group huddled around a bush. They had probably discovered the most
obliging BH in the whole wood. It posed on a bramble at waist height, orbiting each
flower head to ensure that everyone there had the opportunity to photograph it to
his or her heart’s content. Not only was it obliging, it was also in pristine condition.
After lunch, beer and rumours of local Chequered Skipper sightings at the
great Chequered Skipper pub, we travelled to Fermyn Wood where we found we
were too early for Purple Emperor. They did emerge on this day but it was 150
By Ben Cooke
miles to the south in Hampshire! We discovered lots of elm but no White-letter
Hairstreaks.
The next day, on a strong recommendation from fellow BC members and using
the guidance of ‘30 Butterfly Walks…’ I ventured north into
Shropshire to BC’s Prees Heath reserve to see Silver-studded
Blue and Fenn Moss NNR for Large Heath. I had heard on
Saturday about thousands of Silver-studded Blues across the
Heath and just had to visit. I was not disappointed. They truly
were everywhere, a British butterfly spectacle! With limited
time I was forced to move on to Fenn Moss, reached down a
series of meandering country lanes. I took a straight path
providing safe passage through the treacherous Moss and it
took only a few minutes to locate one of the extremely mobile
Large Heaths. I found it a difficult butterfly to photograph,
unless you find one of the few individuals that settle near to
the path and not on the other side of a ditch or bog. It was
great to see that the Large Heath were here in abundance and
Confiding Black Hairstreak (Ben Cooke)
sealed a superb weekend thanks primarily to the work of BC.
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National Moth Night sheds l
National Moth Night on
15 May was a great
opportunity for people
across the West
Midlands branch area
to learn more about
two creatures in crisis
– moths and bats.
Altogether there are
2,500 different types of
moth found in this
country but the last 40
years have seen
numbers tumble by a
third. This situation is
not just bad for the
moths themselves; it’s
also a problem for all
the other wildlife that
feed on them – such
as bats. There are 17
species of bat in the
UK, all of which are
protected by law
because their numbers
have decreased so
dramatically.
As predator and
prey, bats and moths
are locked into a
fascinating evolutionary
‘arms race’. Some
moths have evolved
‘ears’ to detect hunting
bats and employ
aerobatic evasive
manoeuvres to avoid
being caught. The tiger
moths even make
noises to deter or
confuse bats.
Nevertheless, bats are
amazing hunters and
many are highly
sophisticated predators
of moths.
National Moth Night
was also a chance for
people to try their hand
with a bat detector and
unveil the finds in a
moth trap at one of our
special events.

16

Checking the catch in a Skinner trap at the Highgate Common event. (Jeff
Sim, Highgate Common Community Warden)

Proms top Highgate Common list
A dozen hardy souls braved the NMN
event at Highgate Common, Staffs.
The event was jointly held with
help from Jeff Sim, the warden at
Highgate’s superb new Staffordshire
WWT reserve centre, and Ron and Jane
from the Staffordshire Bat Group, who
brought detectors and two rescued bats,
which allowed us to get up close and
personal – a first for some! Thanks also
to Terry Thomas and Darren Taylor for
‘guarding’ the moth traps without easy
access to a hot drink, as we were
slightly hampered by the chilly drop in
temperature around 10.00pm, which
meant an early finish just after
midnight.
We succeeded in attracting 14
species of moths with 4 Great
Prominents and 6 Lesser Swallow
Prominents being the best. We
managed to detect one fleeting bat
species, a Pipestrelle.
Dave Jackson

The Comma • Autumn 2010

Great Prominent.

Lesser Swallow Prominent.

light on nocturnal creatures
Monkwood’s 11 traps net 35 species

An excellent turnout saw 30 people at the National Moth Night event at
Monkwood Nature Reserve in Worcestershire, including two trappers from North
Devon hoping to see the nationally scarce Silver Cloud. Unfortunatly, the
temperature soon fell to 4º Celsius keeping moth
numbers low. The 11 traps did gradually attract 35
species of moth, highlights being Great Prominent,
Chocolate-tip, Barred Umber, Seraphim and
Poplar Hawkmoth. Nut-tree Tussock was the most
numerous species. The curious Land Caddis was also
seen near the traps. Several bats, thought to be
Pipistrelles, were located by the bat detector
hunting above the
tree canopy.
Mike Southall

Nut-tree Tussock.

Chocolate-tip.
(Patrick Clement)

Moth enthusiasts from Devon dipped on Silver
Cloud, but Mike had one in his garden trap!

Moth-ers brave the cold to check one of the traps.
(Mike Southall)

Some of the 30 people who attended the National Moth Night event at Monkwood Nature Reserve, the
Butterfly Conservation and Worcestershire Wildlife Trust reserve at Hallow. (Mike Southall)
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Nipstone Rock-ers get high on NMN

Above: Glaucous Shears
and, below, Dark
Brocade. (Paul Watts)

Shropshire Wildlife Trust’s own Wrekin Forest Volunteers spent a cold but
enjoyable night on the top of Nipstone Rock, an upland heath nature reserve
owned and managed by SWT. At 1,400 feet above sea level were we the highest
moth-ers in the UK on National Moth Night, I wonder?
The successful Back to Purple campaign, which has been in operation for
some years along the whole of the Stiperstone hill range, has improved the
habitat immensely since the 1960s conifer plantation, enabling heather and
whinberry to re-colonize, encouraging the return of insects that enjoy this type
of terrain.
During the afternoon, Tony Jacques witnessed a Puss Moth which had just
emerged from its cocoon, along with a Garden Tiger larva as well as recording
more than 70 Common Heath on the wing.
We set-up 5 Skinner traps, a Heath and Liz’s ‘Moth-Box’ (a small box with
torch), watched a fabulous sunset and then waited for the moths to arrive. But
as the night spookily closed in around us, the temperature dropped to 3.9ºC
accompanied by a light breeze, which kept most of the expected moths tucked
up in their little beds and us in our Moth Pavilion!
At around 12.30am we retired to tents, leaving the gennies running which
allowed a full night of recording but it was a very low count. We did, however,
manage 3 Glaucous Shears, which were new to most of us, and a Dark Brocade.
A further 30 individuals across five species also popped in to say hello,
including Clouded Drab, Water Carpet and Muslin Moth (the latter trapped in
the Moth-Box). A Hebrew Character and a Scorpion fly were all that found their
way into Graham’s Heath trap and a small slug found its way into my sleeping
bag!
Our bat detector also picked up a lone Common Pipistrelle which moved on
swiftly presumably to a more moth-friendly environment.
We awoke to a fine morning with a stunning view east over the Long Mynd
hill range and the sound of the cuckoo in nearby woodland. Les reporting a
count of zilch in his Skinner and still feeling the cold then said: “Remind me
again why we do this Paul” to which I replied: “It’s just such a great way to
spend a Saturday night!” He had to
agree and putting aside the fact that
our count was low it was still a
worthwhile exercise with some
useful data recorded and a pleasant
evening spent chatting high on a hill
in convivial company. Paul Watts

Keith Fowler, Graham Statham, Liz Wright and Les Hughes. (Paul Watts) Garden Tiger larva (Tony Jacques)
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Keep looking... you never
know what you might find!
The moral of the story is… if you go out enough to all locations and habitats
eventually you will get a surprise that will knock you out – and probably a lot
of others as well. In truth, the ‘mega’ sites can become quite boring so why not
try somewhere new?
Two West Midlands branch members both encountered the stunning Scarlet
Tiger moth when and where they least expected to find one…
Richard Southwell found himself at a loose end on Friday 2 July so decided
to explore in poorly recorded areas south of Cradley. He found a great
brownfield site near The Lye and ended up in a place called Bob’s Coppice – a
great grassy area high above the River Stour which had loads of day-flying
moths and butterflies, including 4 Meadow Brown with a pair in cop. He then
went down to the river where he saw good numbers of fresh Comma, but then
something odd landed
on a clump of
Creeping Thistle.
“I swore,” admits
Richard. “I had only
seen it on a few
coastal
locations
where locals tell me it
is very local! I drew it
on my recording pad
and even touched it
with my pencil to
make
sure
the
underwing
was
crimson – it was! I
shot up to Saltwells to
tell the Ranger and his
staff to keep their eyes
out for Scarlet Tiger!”
On getting home,
he
checked
the
Branch database that
shows this is the first
ever
record
for
Birmingham & Black
Scarlet Tiger: what a stunner to find in the field
Country and noted
or in your moth trap?
there are about three
fairly recent records in North Worcestershire.
And Patrick Clement was invited to moth trap at Windmill Hill, near
Evesham in Worcestershire, two days earlier on 30 June and recorded his first
ever Scarlet Tiger in a trap.
“I once glimpsed one in flight while looking for Glanville Fritillary on the
south coast,” says Patrick. “I was as pleased as Richard but was told I was
getting too excited as it was a species that could be easily seen in some parts of
Worcestershire. Well get excited, I say, it’s a stunning lep!”

Early, but not
that early at
Monkwood

White Admiral (J Tilt)

I called in to Monkwood on 9 June to
look again for Wood
Whites, which seem to
be having a pretty
good season across in
Herefordshire and
Salop, and was
amazed to see a
White Admiral. I had a
look at old records and
found this is not the
earliest White Admiral
record in the region;
1992 was also a very
early season with the
first seen at Monkwood on 6 June and
half a dozen recorded
in Trench Wood on
11th! Monkwood may
be an early site for this
species generally, as
the following year the
first branch record
also came from there
on 13th. In 2007, John
Tilt recorded the first
in Grafton Wood on 10
June. So yet another
example of a species
which seems to be
emerging much earlier.
Mike Williams
PS: Still no Wood White!

Wood White (J Kernohan)
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Terry’s passion for recording
goes back nearly 30 years

By Jackie Davis

Marbled White was a
notable species when
Terry started recording
at Windmill Hill
(Andrew Daw)
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The more you do it, the more you want to keep going. That’s Terry Knight’s
explanation for his passion for butterfly recording which stretches back 29 years.
The retired civil engineer is the West Midland branch’s longest serving transect
walker who, until this year, looked after three transects in the Evesham area of
Worcestershire on his own.
He is still recording at Windmill Hill, a flower rich hillside, and Blackminster,
an area of farmland, while Jan Kenyon has taken over at Honeybourne railway
line,
noted
for
Grizzled Skipper and
where Terry had been
transect walker since
1998.
Terry’s interest goes
back to 1979 when the
Wo r c e s t e r s h i r e
Wildlife Trust bought
Windmill Hill and he
became warden. “I
really got involved
around 1970 when they
cut through Windmill
Hill
for
road
The butterfly-rich slopes of Windmill Hill (John Tilt)
improvements,”
he
said. “Initially, I was just interested in the geology, but then Bee Orchids were
found and I became fascinated by the flora and that led to me wanting to find out
more about the butterflies, bees and the wildlife of the
area.”
Terry began recording butterfly species at Windmill Hill
in 1982. “I’d read about the Pollard Walk method of
recording that has since become the standard and decided
to start a transect. I’d always had an inclination to record
things and transect walking is just another way of doing
this.
“The longer records are collected, the more potential
there is for useful information to come through,” explained
Terry. “That’s the spur that has kept me going over the
years. Once you start these things, you just have to keep
going.”
Although, now aged 70, Terry is giving notice that he’s
planning to hand over the reins once he’s completed 30
years’ service. “I’m finding it increasingly difficult to
record as well as I used to so I think it will be time to stop
by then,” he said.
Marbled White was a notable species when Terry first
started recording at Windmill Hill, although in recent years
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it has dropped from number one to number four in the records.
“Numbers of butterflies have decreased generally here in the last few
years as grazing has been increased to benefit the flora,” he noted.
From 1982 - 1994, Terry and fellow butterfly enthusiast Bob
Woodroofe worked together, alternating transect walking at
Windmill Hill and nearby Cleeve Prior. Terry carried on doing both
on his own until 2003 when Cleeve Prior was abandoned as it became
too overgrown.
At that stage he was still monitoring the Honeybourne railway
site, but his enthusiasm for recording was not satisfied and he started
yet another project in 2002 – recording species at Blackminster.
Terry explained: “Around this time the Foot-and-Mouth outbreak
was affecting access to some parts of the area so I thought it might be
a good opportunity to explore the wider countryside.
“I was interested in doing a comparison of butterfly species in
Grizzled Skipper (Nigel Spencer)
nature reserves and cultivated farmland.
“Blackminster
is
planted with fields of corn,
rape and beans so I started a
transect there and began
recording butterflies and
bees as well. Over the years
the records show that the
numbers here are seven to
15 per cent of those in the
reserves.”
Throughout all this,
Tery has kept up his interest
in flora and is involved in
the Worcestershire Flora
Project, helping to provide
material for what will be
the first comprehensive
guide of the flora of the
area.
For more information about Windmill Hill and its butterflies, see our guide
“I just love getting out
30 Butterfly Walks in the West Midlands (Photo: John Tilt)
there and finding out about
things,” said Terry. “It’s fascinating and the more you find out, the more you want to know.”
 As Terry plans to retire in 2011, a new volunteer is needed to continue his sterling work as a transect
recorder. Please contact John Tilt for more details (john.tilt2@btopenworld.com or tel. 01386 792458).

Highest bidder sought for reprint of First Edition book
A visitor to the Brown Hairstreak open day kindly donated a copy of E.B. Ford’s Butterflies
in the New Naturalists series to the Branch to raise money for funds.
It is a 1946 reprint of the First Edition and is in good condition complete with its original dust
jacket (slightly torn). This classic work on Britain’s butterflies deserves a place in every
enthusiast’s library.

Offers to Mike Williams by 31st October – highest offer secures!
Autumn 2010 • The Comma
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Fundraising tour to Slovenia

Lorkovic’s Brassy
Ringlet (Report and
photos: Neil Thompson)

False Grayling

Meleager’s Blue

The first week of August saw West Midlands Branch members on the EIG
facilitated tour to Slovenia, profits from which were to be 100% donated to the
Hungarian Natural Heritage Trust. The trust is working to conserve butterflies and
moths in the Orseg National Park in western Hungary.
We arrived in Ljubljana late on the Saturday afternoon, were met by our guides
Lajos, Marci and Safi and had dinner en route to our first hotel. The weather had
been mixed in the previous few days but the forecast was good for at least the next
couple of days. Sunday dawned bright and sunny and we headed for the highest
tarmac road in Slovenia. We were immediately confronted by identification
problems with both Erebias and Skippers – what turned out to be Lesser Mountain
Ringlet had upper forewing spots that were only visible on the photograph. A
skipper caused much discussion – was it Dusky Grizzled, Warren’s or Large
Grizzled? To some extent the latter debate was never truly settled. However, there
were several Shepherd’s Fritillaries, further “textbook” Lesser Mountain Ringlets
and some were lucky to see Alpine Blue. We also did very well for alpine birds,
with Wallcreeper, Alpine Chough, Alpine Accentor and Water Pipit all being seen.
After a couple of hours we descended a few hundred metres in altitude and were
rewarded with many Lorkovic’s Brassy Ringlets, an endemic to this area. Another
Erebia was also to generate much debate over the next 24 hours, although most
eventually agreed on Yellow-spotted Ringlet. A final species for the day was
Styrian Ringlet, strangely enough caught in the bar of the hotel with no apparent
suitable habitat nearby.
The following day saw further good weather as we headed over the Vrsic Pass
and those who chose coffee rather than butterflying at the top were rewarded with
a pristine Camberwell Beauty! However, most also saw Blind Ringlet and Silky
Ringlet. The day ended with us arriving at our next hotel on Lake Bohinj. The
weather forecast for the next few days was changeable so we decided to stay lower
down and search for Woodland Brown, which Lajos eventually managed to
locate. However, the real highlight of the site was the several hundred Silverwashed Fritillaries, including several valezina, often nectaring six to one flower
head. A few of us also saw a late Poplar Admiral. In the afternoon we headed to
another site but the cloud increased and the highlight was a single Water Ringlet.
The forecast was changeable for the next day too so we decided not to use the
cable car, especially as we were not likely to add any new species. We took a short
detour to see Lake Bled then climbed
a pass on the opposite side of the
mountain to the previous afternoon.
Here we found Water Ringlet in
abundance, along with a very
photogenic female Mountain Greenveined White. En route to our final
hotel we visited a couple of lowland
bogs, the highlights being dragonflies
rather than lepidoptera.
The weather seemed to be getting
worse, so for the next day we headed
for the karst region and the coastal
Typical view in the stunning Julian Alps
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hills, trying to find the sun. We were very successful, getting good
butterfly weather until around 4pm, when the rains descended.
Butterflies included False Grayling, Meleager’s Blue and Dryad in
good numbers and photographable. Also seen were Mountain Small
White, Provencal Short-tailed Blue and Gatekeeper, the latter
relatively uncommon here. The following day we headed for the nearby
Mount Nanos and although initially the weather was good, it clouded
over and then turned to rain not long after lunchtime. The coffee and
freshly made apple strudel at the summit hotel were most welcome! The
butterfly highlight was possibly the large number of Alcon Blue eggs on
Cross-leaved Gentian.
The return flight was quite late for those of us returning to the UK,
so we were able to have an extended visit to the Lake Cerknica area.
Starting in the surrounding hills, we looked for further Poplar Admiral,
but the number of butterflies in general was very low. It seemed that the
heavy rains had maybe taken
their toll and there was a feeling
that the season was ending
early.
A
highlight
was
Lesser Marbled Fritillary.
Descending down to the lake,
which is actually ephemeral and
largely non-existent in summer,
we looked for Large Copper to
no avail, but found good
numbers of Purple-edged
Copper and bad numbers of
biting insects. Then it was off to
the airport, where most of us
boarded a flight home, leaving
four of our party to undertake a
few days’ extension to the Orseg
NP in Hungary.
The tour (with extension)
recorded 109 species of butterfly
and raised over 10,000 euros for
the Hungarian Natural Heritage
Trust – a fantastic result! Many
thanks go to Lajos, Marci and
Safi for all their hard work in
making the tour such a success.
Neil Thompson

Trip organiser Mike Williams
(right) presents Safi with a cheque
for the Hungarian Natural
Heritage Trust (David Dennis)

Scotch Argus
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Slovenia: Orseg extension
The whole purpose of the trip to Slovenia was to see some unusual
butterflies such as the Erebia species and others associated with
mountain tops, etc., and to raise money for the Hungarian Natural
Heritage Trust, which is based within the Örségi Nemzeti National Park.
So, if we are going so close to the Trust’s land and we have the time, why
not go and have a look! So four of us bade farewell to our colleagues,
who were returning to Blighty, and to Lajos who was remaining in
Slovenia, returned to our minibus and set off across Slovenia. Crossing
the Hungarian border we immediately stopped and had a “small” meal of
traditional Hungarian food, even Safi couldn’t eat it all; I need say no
more. However, food and accommodation were excellent even if one of
our members was allocated the honeymoon suite to stay in and another of
our group said it was more like a “tart’s boudoir”; my only question was
how he knew?
We spent the next three days exploring the land owned by the Trust
and some other meadows which were still managed in the traditional way
by local farmers; we also looked at some meadows where the
management had ceased completely and where degradation of the habitat Scarce Large Blue (David Dennis)
was happening all too rapidly. There is some good news in as much as the Trust has bought some land where
management had ceased and where degradation was happening but by re-introducing a mowing regime
restoration was now happening. It is worth remembering that these are not natural habitats, they are man-made
and so need constant maintenance. The meadows display a variety of aspect, degree of slope, dampness and
mowing regimes and thus have variations in fauna and flora. However, it was quite possible to see Dusky Blue
and Scarce Large Blue flying together in good numbers in the same meadow and to hear that nearby meadows
contain Alcon Blue and Large Blue although we did not see the latter as it had gone over for this year.
In three days we saw 56 species of which 15 were new additions to the trip species list. Included in this
were some butterflies to die for on the British List such as Brown Hairstreak and second-brood Small Pearlbordered Fritillary. Large Copper were quite common in the meadows as were Short-tailed Blue which
were everywhere, the females posing for photographs whilst the males were less inclined to sit and bask. Of
the skippers Silver-spotted Skipper was ubiquitous and Tufted Marbled Skipper were also widespread in
small numbers, two Large Chequered Skippers were also found.
Other highlights included two successful hunts to look for Common
Glider, a second brood Nickerl’s Fritillary which is very unusual at
least in this area of Hungary. It was nice to see so many Map flying
amongst the woodland glades and on the edges of other woodland,
and some Purple Hairstreaks around the tops of the trees, either the
Oaks on which they breed or others where they seek aphid
“Honeydew”. A slightly bizarre sighting was of a Camberwell
Beauty which had been killed by a car but was in good condition and
had been bought in to confirm the sighting and also so that it could be
kept.
The Trust is trying to fulfil a vital piece of work for lepidopterists
everywhere by saving the habitat required by the Large Blues on a
landscape scale and coupled with their decline in other parts of
Europe this is very important work and they deserve what support we
can give them. Certainly I would love to go there again if the
opportunity arose – especially if I get the same bedroom to stay in!
Martyn Davies
Alcon Blues were in the meadows

24

The Comma • Autumn 2010

Good year for White Admirals at Grafton
The number of White Admirals counted on transects varies greatly each year. Take a look at the graph below.
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2010 looks like being another good year with good counts so far. As it is one of our key species I spend some
time trying to see why we have such a variable and what makes a good year.
Some research was done by Ernie Pollard that showed that the June weather was responsible for this
variation. The larval and pupil stage is apparently extended if the weather is poor in this month and therefore
making it far more vulnerable to predation. Armed with this I spent some time analysing my weather records
– the number of rainy days, average
temperature, etc.
Our best year of 2006 had a very
low rainfall of only 3.5mm in June
and only two rainy days, which is
exceptionally low. However, the
average temperature seemed less
significant. I also checked Chaddesley
Wood transect results – they also had
peak counts in that year.
We had some heavy rain at the
beginning of June this year but it has
been very dry since.
So in the past month, as I write this
is mid-July, we have been delighted to
see good numbers of this beautiful
insect gliding round the ride edges –
nectaring on bramble and the females
laying eggs on the honeysuckle.
A female White Admiral egg laying
at Grafton Wood in July. (John Tilt)
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THE HEATH – MORNINGTIME

For the record...
Grass Rivulet (Patrick Clement)

Back in the spring I was out checking
the possibilities of Green Hairstreak on
Sedgley Beacon, a limestone outcrop
south of Wolverhampton, but failed.
However, I did notice good numbers of
a small whitish day-flying moth that I
thought was new to me. It had a
delicate but pretty patternation. True to
form I didn't have my ID book on me
so unusually for me I took one home. It
was Grass Rivulet and a first timer for
me. The field guide says they really
only like calcareous conditions.
Out of curiousity I checked the
branch’s database and also the
published atlases – pretty rare and
uncommon – but I am wondering if it is
really under-recorded. The following is
the status.
Worcester: scattered records from
Mike Williams and Tony Simpson in the
1990s whilst Oliver Wadsworth has
had good numbers over the last
decade.
Hereford: nothing on the database
but a few records in South East in the
Atlas.
Birmingham & Black Country
plus Stafford: couple of records from
Richard Warren in the 1960s, one at
Chartley Moss, some from Ken &
Wendy Wheatley in South Staffs in the
1990s whilst Darren Taylor has been
the star at Baggeridge Country Park
recently. Checking the Manifold Valley
immediately comes to mind.
Shropshire: precious little but the
Rothhamstead Trap at Pennerley has
regularly recorded them over the past
10 years. So all you people who like
Llanymynech Quarry and many other
beautiful places in the county – the
time is nigh!
Richard Southwell
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Still and breathless, in the half-light of morning,
Golding the sky the sun brings the dawning –
A new day is born with the gilding of trees
And silence is broken by morning’s first breeze.
Runny bunny rabbits venture out of their holes,
Kestrels on high search for mice, shrews and voles,
The dance of life begins once more
And follows the rhythm of natural law.

The exotic scent of tall nodding thistles –
Counterbalanced by fierce, thorny prickles.
Warbling skylarks in hovering flight
With long brown tails and wings edged in white.
Small butterflies blue with wings silver-studded
Emerging in sunshine on heather pink-budded,
Protected by ants whose vigilance brings
Security whilst they inflate crumpled wings.
A green tiger beetle searching for prey
Hurries on by in his scuttling way.
A lizard – motionless – eyeing up flies
His grey-brown body in good disguise.

Lost within this world of heather
Time is just a fleeting feather –
Of fire which burns too fast for me
For soon it’s plain for all to see
The brilliance of the noon-day sun
Signals half this day is done.
A sense of weariness now growing,
Homeward, feeling calm and knowing
There’s something about this heathery place
Which leaves me with a smile on my face.
Janet Vernon

Grafton Wood conifers
Part of Grafton Wood’s
management plan is the
removal of the conifers in the
wood, leaving the areas for
natural regeneration.
Finally, after 12 years, we
are able to carry out this work
in 2011.
We hope that the work will
not
cause
too
much
inconvenience to visitors
looking
for
Brown
Hairstreaks.
John Tilt

Hedgehog proves
a prickly problem
for moth-er Steve
By the Comma’s roving reporter Jackie Davis

Keen moth recorder Steve Chappell, well-known to West Midlands
branch members for helping to organise sessions in the Slimbridge
area of neighbouring Gloucestershire branch, came across a prickly
problem while checking the trap in the garden of his home in Dursley.
For alongside the usual species of moths in the 125-Watt mercury
vapour Skinner trap he came face-to-face with a rather startled
looking hedgehog.
“I don’t know who was more surprised, it or me,” said Steve. “It
was well wedged in the trap and there was this little hedgehog face
looking at me in a rather bemused and startled fashion.”
Steve managed to release the curious creature only for it to return
a few nights later for a second visit. “I’d got it out and released it into
the park that adjoins the garden, but it clearly hadn’t learnt its lesson
because there it was back stuck again,” he explained.
Steve, who has been recording moths for around nine years, says
he has never come across the problem before. “There has been a
hedgehog in the gardens around here for a while and I enjoy watching
it, but I don’t want to trap the poor thing,” he said. “I’m not sure what
is attracting it to the moth trap. I suppose hedgehogs might like to eat
the odd moth but they generally prefer worms, slugs and caterpillars.
My concern is that it might smash the bulb in the trap and get
injured.”
Steve has been taking advice from fellow moth enthusiasts on
Internet forums. Some have suggested putting chicken wire around
the trap to keep the nocturnal visitor away. But for now he has moved
the trap to a slightly different position to see if that does the trick.
“I hope I will see only the usual visitors from now on,” said Steve,
who sets his trap most nights in good weather. On a good night he can
record around 80 different species and this year’s highlights include
Four-dotted footman, The
Red-necked Footman
Blackneck, Red-necked
(Roger Wasley)
Footman and Leopard
Moth.
So do YOU have any
advice for Steve and his
problem hedgehog? Or have
you had any unwelcome
guests visit your moth trap?

Unwelcome visitior: the
hedgehog trundles across Steve’s
garden after checking out his
Skinner trap, seen bottom left.

Leopard Moth is one of the prized species
in Steve’s garden. (Patrick Clement)
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Dates for your diary
Branch AGM
Meet at 11.00am on Sat 22 January 2011 at Bishops
Frome Village Hall, Herefordshire. The venue is easily
accessible a mile or so off the main road from
Worcester to Hereford (A4103).

To ensure that Branch members and
newcomers to the fascinating world of
butterflies and moths know what is happening
in our region, event and work party organisers
should e-mail full details of upcoming
events to the editor of the Comma at
thecomma@virgin.net and to David Green, the
Branch web-master at greend@ormail.co.uk

Butterfly Conservation National AGM
Sat 20 November at Wolfson Hall, Churchill College, Cambridge. See Autumn issue of Butterfly for full
details.
Brown Hairstreak Egg Challenge
Sun 31 October, meet at 10.00am at Aston Hall Farm, White Ladies Aston on a minor road east of A44
Worcester-Evesham road (courtesy of Rob Adams) GR: SO925519. This 600-acre farm right on the edge of
the known range of Brown Hairstreak in Worcestershire is already in HLS, but so far the butterfly has not been
recorded there. Contact: Mike Williams 01299 824860.
Sat 4 December, meet at 10.00am at the lay-by by the phone box opposite the Cladswell turn on A441
Redditch-Evesham road two miles south of Astwood Bank GR: SP055589. Parking is limited so share cars if
possible. The challenge is to find eggs on the Worcs/Warks border following a sighting of an adult near Alcester
this summer. Contact: Mike Williams
01299 824860.
Mon 3 January 2011, meet at 10.00 am
at Grafton Flyford Church just off
A422 Worcester - Stratford road GR:
SO963557. Mulled wine and
mincepies for all taking part! Contact:
Mike Williams 01299 824860.
Sat 15 January, details as 3 January.
Sat 29 January, details as 3 January.
Chaddesley Wood moth meeting
Sat 6 November, meet at 4.00pm. at
Jubilee
Gate
(GR: SO914736).
Contact: Mervyn Needham 01562
777461 or Alan Prior 0121 778 2973.
Bury Ditches: Fight for your Whites Shropshire BC members cut back the gorse during the work day at
Stiperstones Monastery to benefit Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary.
Day
(Mike Williams)
Sun, 16 January 2011, meet at
10.00am at Bury Ditches car park on minor road just north of Clunton GR. SO334839. Task: Ride clearance
to benefit the Wood White at one of its Shropshire strongholds. Refreshments provided. This is a South
Shropshire Woods Project event (see page 6). Contact: Mike Williams 01299 824860.
Ewyas Harold Meadows Reserve and Common work parties
Sat 30 October; Sat 26 February 2011; Sat 26 March, meet at 10.00am at the northern Cwm Hill end of Ewyas
Harold Common (GR: SO382302) adjacent to cattle grid. Approach from Abbey Dore off B4347 (GR:
SO384306). Contact Ian Hart 01981 510259.
Sat 27/Sun 28 November Ewyas Harold Meadows Reserve and Common Weekend of Action. Option to stay
in local hostelry. Meeting details as 30 October. Further details: Contact Ian Hart 01981 510259.
Grafton Wood Nature Reserve work parties
Sun 10 October; Wed 13 October; Wed 20 October; Wed 27 October; Wed 3 November; Wed 10 November;
Sun 14 November; Wed 17 November; Wed 24 November; Wed 1 December; Wed 8 December; Sun 12
December; Wed 15 December; Wed 22 December; Wed 29 December; Wed 5 January 2011; Sun 9 January;
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Wed 12 January; Wed 19 January; Wed 26 January; Wed 2 February; Wed 9 February; Sun 13 February; Wed
16 February; Wed 23 February; Wed 2 March;
Wed 9 March; Sun 13 March; Wed 16 March;
Wed 23 March; Wed 30 March, meet at
10.00am at Three Parishes Hall, Grafton
Flyford (next to the church) just off the A422
Worcester / Stratford road (GR: SO963557).
Contact John Tilt 01386 792458.
Haugh Wood work parties
Sat 13 November, Sat 11 December, Sat 8
January 2011, Sat 12 February, Sat 12 March,
meet at 10.00am at Haugh Wood FC car park
GR: SO592365. Contact: Robin Hemming
on
01568
797351
or
email
robinhemming@btinternet.com or Kate
Wollen on 07786 526280 or email
kate.wollen@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
A pair of Common Blue in cop at Pensnett, Brierley Hill,
Honeybourne Railway Line work parties
West Midlands on 24 May. (Joy Stevens)
Sun 21 November; Sun 19 December, meet at
the bridge at GR: SP1266:4404 at 10.00am. Contact: John Tilt 01386 792458.

Monkwood Nature Reserve work parties
Sun 7 November; Sun 5 December; Sun 2 January 2011; Sun 6 February; Sun 6 March, meet at 10.00am at the
reserve car park off the Sinton Green to Monkwood Green road (GR: SO803603). Contact: George Groves
01905 620721 or 07989 474045.
Monkwood Nature Reserve Log Sale
Sat 13 November, 10.00am - 1.00pm, bags of firewood for sale from reserve car park GR: SO803603. All
profits for conservation. Help needed to bag up logs from 9.00am. Contact: George Groves 01905 620721.
Prees Heath Common Reserve work parties
Wed 6 October, Wed 20 October; Wed 3 November, Wed 17 November; Wed 15 December, meet at 10.30am
prompt and finish around 3.30pm. Meet on the access track off the A49 opposite the Steel Heath turning (GR:
SJ557363). Wear suitable clothing and footwear. Bring a packed lunch and drink. All tools and gloves are
provided. For weeding please bring a spade or fork. Contact: Stephen Lewis, Prees Heath Warden on 07900
886809; email: slewis@butterfly-conservation.org
Regional Conservation Day
Sat 19 February 2011, meeting
10.30am - 1.00pm at Three Parishes
Hall, Grafton Flyford (next to the
church) just off the A422 Worcester /
Stratford road (GR: SO963557). There
will be presentations from Butterfly
Conservation staff who work in the
region. Please contact Jenny Joy
on 01952 249325 or jjoy@butterflyconservation.org so catering can be
arranged.
Trench Wood work parties
Sun 24 October; Sun 28 November;
Sun 23 January 2011; Sun 27
February; Sun 27 March; Sun 24 April,
meet at 10.00am in the car park
(GR: SO930588).

Work party activity can often come to an abrupt halt when a
Painted Lady is spotted passing through. (Peter Salmon)
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Dates for your diary
Uffmoor Wood work parties
Sun 7 November, Sun 14 November, Sun 21
November, Sun 28 November, Sun 5 December,
Sun 12 December, Sun 19 December, Sun 9
January 2011, Sun 16 January, Sun 23 January,
Sun 30 January, Sun 6 February, Sun 13
February, Sun 20 February, Sun 27 February, Sun
6 March, Sun 13 March, Sun 20 March, Sun 27
March, meet at 10.00am at the Woodland Trust
car park GR: SO94881 near Halesowen, just four
minutes from M5 Junction 3. Please contact
Patrick Clement on 0121 501 1105 or
patrick.clement1@btinternet.com for details of
what’s involved and where the volunteers will be
working.
Wyre Forest Fritillary Action Days
Sun 17 October, meet at 10.00am at entrance to
Hawkbatch car park on B4194 Bewdley-Kinlet
road GR: SO761776. Task: Clearing brash from
a new coppice coupe at Cooper’s Mill for the
benefit of Pearl-bordered Fritillary. Please arrive
promptly as we will be driving to the work site.
This will be a joint event with Natural England.
Contact: Mike Williams 01299 824860.
Sun, 30 January 2011, meet at 10.00am at back
of Wyre Forest Discovery Centre 2 in Callow
Hill GR: SO748739. Task: Clearing brash from The hardy souls of Uffmoor Wood work party are known
to turn out in almost any weather. (Patrick Clement)
Fritillary site. Lunchtime barbecue and cake!
Please arrive promptly as we will be driving to work site. Joint event with the Forestry Commission. Contact:
Mike Williams.
Sun 20 February, meet at 10.00am at Lodge Hill Farm along old railway track from Dry Mill Lane, Bewdley
GR: SO759767. Task: Clearing scrub from railway embankment to provide habitat for Pearl-bordered
Fritillary. This will be a joint event with Natural England. Contact: Mike Williams.
Wyre Forest Grizzled Skipper Action Day
Tues 16 November, meet at 10.00am at
Earnwood Copse car park on B4194
Bewdley-Kinlet road GR. SO744784. Task:
Cutting back trees from edge of pipeline to
encourage spread of wild strawberry. Please
arrive promptly as we will be driving to work
site. This will be a joint event with the
Forestry Commission. Contact: Mike
Williams 01299 824860.

Comma on ivy at Luntley in Herefordshire
on 18 April. (Peter Klein)
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Interest in
Blossom
Underwing

This Blossom Underwing
turned up in Tony Mooreʼs
garden moth trap on 26
April causing interest both
from his County Recorder
and members of the Garden
Moth Scheme on-line forum.
It has always been a very
‘local’ moth; the only other
Staffordshire records are
from the extreme south of
the county. There have
recently been a few
examples trapped in the
Wyre Forest, and the hope
is that they may be moving
northwards.

Strong brew

Made up a brew of “sugar”
for moth-ing the other night
and thought I had time to do
something else while it
heated up. Next thing was
yelp from wife as it boiled
over the ceramic hob and
nearly caught fire midst
clouds of smoke which set
off several fire alarms!
Toffee anyone?
Graham Best
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A Great Spangled Fritillary
in the Wyre Forest?
If only..., says Mike
West Midlands branch committee member Mike Williams spotted a
glaring error in a local newspaper article publicising one of this year’s
Butterfly ID training courses in the Wyre Forest.
The article invited readers to turn detective by helping to identify the
different species in the
area.
But they would have
been hard-pressed to
track down the particular
variety featured in the
accompanying photogaph
in the Kidderminster
Chronicle.
The newspaper had
mistakenly used a shot of
the Great Spangled
Fritillary,
a
North
American species found
in Canada and the USA
and never recorded in
Britain. The Wyre Forest
is noted for the Pearlbordered Fritillary.
The Great Spangled Fritillary would be
Mike said: “They say
quite a coup for the Wyre Forest!
that all publicity is good
publicity but the newspaper managed to push this concept to the limit.
“The Wyre Forest is one of the best sites in Britain for fritillary
butterflies, but any participants on the course expecting to see this
particular species would be sadly disappointed!”
Jackie Davis
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Snap to it! Send us your photos
Next time you are out and
about with your camera and
take a picture of a butterfly or
moth - like this image of a
Peacock in Herefordshire by
Peter Klein - please email it to
the editor of The Comma. But
don’t forget to say where and
when you took the picture. You
never know, it might make the
cover of the next edition…!
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