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Small Coppers mating
(Gavin Woodman)

More images
wanted for
The Comma

Many thanks to Gavin
Woodman for his cover
image of a mating pair of
Small Copper butterflies
taken at Brown Clee Hill,
in Shropshire.
The editor is always
pleased to receive new
images for use
throughout the
newsletter, but please
remember to send high
resolution images
suitable for print.
Ideally, digital images
should be saved at
300dpi and emailed in
batches of two or three at
a time to:
thecomma@virgin.net

Copy deadline

The deadline for
editorial contributions
to the Autumn edition
of The Comma is
25 September 2010.
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Chat from the Chair
International Year of Biodiversity
The natural environment matters to us all. The beauty of our landscapes
and wildlife inspire us and enrich our lives and the creatures, plants and
natural elements that make up the landscapes have a specific role to play
in the diverse and delicate balance of nature.
Butterflies and moths are not only beautiful to admire, but they can
only survive in landscapes that suit all of their specific requirements
which include a sustainable supply of food plants for the early life form
stages, nectar sources for the adults and suitable habitat, sometimes
managed to facilitate population survival and expansion.
Natural England, the Government’s independent advisors, who work
to conserve and enhance the English countryside, have produced
information on their website to complement the International Year of
Biodiversity. A very disheartening document is titled Lost Life:
England’s lost and threatened species, which makes very sobering
reading.
To further highlight our declining Lepidoptera, BC Head Office
published a news release on 5th March, and I have included a slightly
edited version for species which still occur or have occurred in our
Branch area:-

“

Figures for butterfly sightings in 2009 have raised fears that certain
of Britain’s rarest butterflies face a growing risk of extinction. Their
numbers last year either continued to plummet or remained at near rock
bottom levels. Conservationists are particularly concerned about rare
butterflies that remained at very low levels in 2009 including the High
Brown Fritillary, with less than 50 colonies nationally, and the Wood
White which is down to under 100 colonies in the UK. Another rare
species, the Pearl-bordered Fritillary, had its second worst year in
2009. Concern for the future of these butterflies follows analysis of data
collected by the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme from over 1,000 sites
nationwide. The UKBMS is co-ordinated by the UK Centre for Ecology
& Hydrology and Butterfly Conservation. Experts believe that the
extremely wet weather throughout the summers of 2007 and 2008,
followed by the above average rainfall of July and August 2009, have
accelerated a long-term decline in numbers. Heavy rain makes it hard for
butterflies to survive. And it’s not just the rare butterflies that are having
a tough time. According to the new data, collected in the course of last
year by the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme, some relatively common
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Chat from the Chair
species including the Wall Brown, Small Skipper and Green Hairstreak also
remained at very low numbers in 2009. The Small Tortoiseshell, which has
suffered a serious decline in recent years, made a slight comeback. The highlight
of 2009 was the massive migration of Painted Lady butterflies, which
originated in North Africa and arrived in vast swarms in early summer. At one
point it was estimated there could have been over a billion Painted Ladies in the
UK. However, the UKBMS figures indicate that this migration was not quite on
the scale of the last big one in 1996.
The UKBMS statistics show a very modest overall recovery of our native
species compared with the dire summer of 2008, which was the worst for 25
years. In addition to the abundance of the Painted Lady, some native butterflies
did do well in 2009. These included the Green-veined White, Ringlet and
Speckled Wood – all of which thrive in lush woodland areas and may have been
beneficiaries of the damp but not particularly cold conditions.
Butterflies are important as indicators, alerting us to underlying problems
with the environment. If butterfly numbers are falling, inevitably other wildlife
is in decline. The main factors causing the long term decline of many butterfly
species include the loss of crucial habitats such as flower rich grassland and the
intensification of farming methods. A lack of management is also causing
problems in habitats such as woodlands. Each year the UKBMS collates data
collected by hundreds of volunteers nationwide. Dr Marc Botham, a butterfly
ecologist at the Centre for Ecology & Hydrology who analysed the results, said:
“The results show the enormous value of long running datasets in identifying
environmental problems. We are extremely grateful to the many volunteers who
contribute each year. Through their efforts a new milestone was reached in 2009
when the number of sites monitored passed the 1,000 mark for the first time.

”

The above press release leads me into the fact that human intervention has a
major role to play in conserving our scarce and vulnerable butterflies and moths
and in particular there are rays of hope, with regard to the continual efforts made
by BC salaried staff, and in particular Dr. Jenny Joy, whose dedication and
commitment to saving Fritillaries and other scarce species is unsurpassed in my
view, to the recent appointment of Nick Williams as Midlands Fritillaries
Officer who will take forward initiatives to help conserve these wonderful
species in the Region for the future.
Without the various forms of intervention from conservationists, volunteers
and partners, and year on year monitoring and liaison and assistance from
private landowners on landscape scale projects, some of our most precious and
scarce species in the Region would be in a much more parlous state than they
are now.
Branch will continue to assist wherever possible to support in these efforts.

David Jackson
11 Hyperion Drive, Penn, Wolverhampton WV4 5QW.

By David Jackson

Prees Heath
Common Reserve
Congratulations and
best wishes from
Branch to Lucy and
Stephen Lewis on
their first wedding
anniversary. Stephen
and Lucy met due to
their mutual interest in
protecting the heath.
I’m delighted to inform
you that Stephen’s
contract with BC has
been extended until
March 2011. The
reserve has seen
major ongoing habitat
creation work, on
occasion with the use
of ‘big boys toys’ being
brought in over the
past couple of years.
Stephen will continue
to manage the
reserve part time,
three days per week.
Do please visit the
site either on one of
Stephen’s organised
events, or at your own
choosing. The reserve
is featured in our
30 Butterfly Walks
booklet which can be
purchased from Mike
Williams.
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New link forged with woodlands group

Brimstone (Roger Wasley)

White Admiral (Nigel Spencer)

Silver-washed Fritillary (Andy Daw)

West Midlands Branch is forging a new link with the Small Woods
Association in an effort to generate more records of three butterfly
species found in the West Midlands region.
Members of the Association have offered to share their sightings of
Brimstone, White Admiral and Silver-washed Fritillary while out
walking. All of these butterflies are strongly associated with woodland
and there is a good chance that members will be able to record at least
one of these species on their land. The latter two are of particular
importance regionally and new records of either would be welcomed
by the Branch.
Studies show that managed woodlands are better for wildlife and
biodiversity, as well as for the timber and woodland products they
‘grow’. The Small Woods Association aims to help anyone looking to
manage woods with advice and networking to guarantee the
sustainable future of Britain’s rich tapestry of woodlands and the
valuable role they play in our economic, social and environmental
landscape.
The Association, which was formed in 1988, supports the
sustainable management of woodlands and the production and
marketing of wood products for local markets. The group provides
services to woodland owners, practitioners and producers, and aims to
signpost anyone interested in local woods to local groups who
encourage access, make products, and provide services or training.
The Association provides input to policy forums, and lobbies at all
levels to promote the wellbeing of small woodlands and all those who
own, manage or work in them.
Phil Tidey, Small Woods Membership Manager, said: “Our
members have biodiversity high on their list of objectives in managing
their woodlands, and this will give them an opportunity to learn about
butterflies and make a real contribution to their conservation.”
The Association delivers many services through its woodland
projects, including the Woodland Initiatives Network, the National
Coppice Restoration Project, Heartwoods, Coed Lleol, Herefordshire
Sustain, forest schools, volunteering and social forestry projects in
Hereford, Shropshire and Telford.
Nigel Stone, the West Midlands Branch Recorder, added: “We
welcome the opportunity of working in partnership with the
Association and will assist in any way we can to increase recording of
key species.”

Recorders needed to survey the Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary
Sherbrook valley is the main site on Cannock Chase for the Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary. The
numbers need to be monitored each year to help ensure the right habitat management is continued.
The weekly survey period is from mid-May to mid-July. Up to a dozen recorders are needed so
that all the valley can be surveyed. The surveys need to be done during sunny days. If you live near
the Chase and can help please contact Jim Cresswell (jcbcwm@gmail.com).
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Prees Heath conference on heathland

Hedgelink support
for rare species

Stephen Lewis and Dr Phil Putwain give delegates a guided walk around the Prees Heath Common Reserve

A successful conference was held by Butterfly
Conservation on 5 March to celebrate the completion of
the first phase of the restoration of Prees Heath
Common Reserve, generously funded by GrantScape.
More than 60 delegates were welcomed by Anna
Turner, High Sheriff of Shropshire together with a Prees
Heath Commoner. Among the delegates were
representatives from various nature conservation bodies
from other parts of the country who are restoring
heathland habitats in their areas, Prees Heath
Commoners and their supporters, Butterfly
Conservation volunteers and local residents.
There was a guided walk around the reserve led by
Dr Phil Putwain of Liverpool University, who has been
advising Butterfly Conservation throughout the project,
and Stephen Lewis, Butterfly Conservation’s site
warden. This was followed by a series of illustrated
talks at Shropshire Wildlife Trust in Shrewsbury in the
afternoon.
Dr Jenny Joy, Butterfly Conservation’s Senior
Regional Officer for the West Midlands, gave an indepth talk about the ecology of the Silver-studded Blue
butterfly at Prees Heath, its last remaining sanctuary in
the Midlands, and showing in particular its amazingly
close relationship with ants.
Richard Scott, from Landlife, explained more about
the deep ploughing work carried out at Prees Heath and
other sites in the country. Rob Lee, from Forestart based
in Hadnall, talked about the cultivation of bell heather
plug plants that have been planted on the reserve.

The Hedgelink
part-nership
has selected
the Brown
Hairstreak
and the Goat
Moth (right),
both rarities
found in the
West Midlands
branch area,
Brown Hairstreak
among 12
(Rob Wolton)
species against
which it will measure the impact of its
policies, action and advice. Hedgelink is the
partnership that brings everyone interested in
hedgerows together. Butterfly Conservation is
a core member of the Hedgelink partnership.
The UK Biodiversity Action Plan: Priority
species linked to hedgerows report identifies
130 priority BAP species known to be
significantly associated with hedgerows,
including their trees, banks, basal flora and
immediate margins.

Spring 2010 • The Comma

5

Egg hunts provide vital evidence
on status of Brown Hairstreaks

By Mike Williams

Brown Hairstreak at
Cowsden (Roger Wasley)
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Looking for Brown Hairstreak eggs, or “egging” as it is sometimes described,
is fast becoming a national sport. First developed by West Midlands Butterfly
Conservation back in the late 80s, it now has followers throughout the butterfly
world and has even entered the realms of radio fiction with the cast of
The Archers out looking for eggs around ‘Ambridge’. While the idea of
stomping around the countryside in the depths of winter peering into blackthorn
bushes does, it must be said, have a hint of the surreal, it remains by far the best
way of recording and monitoring Brown Hairstreak butterflies.
As far as the West Midlands is concerned, egging takes two forms: the first,
which is always the priority for us, is to monitor eggs in the core area around
Grafton Wood. This was the place where the late Jack Green rediscovered the
butterfly in Worcestershire in 1970 and where considerable conservation effort
has been expended over the years to maintain and increase the population.
Grafton Wood itself, of course, is now a very fine nature reserve in its own
right, jointly owned and managed by the Wildlife Trust and Butterfly
Conservation. The monitoring here involves actual counts of eggs being made,
together with other measurements, and the methods are consistent from year to
year allowing comparisons in population trends to be made. The result of this
effort is certainly the longest running dataset of any Brown Hairstreak
population in the UK and probably anywhere else for that matter! The data has
been invaluable in helping us to understand the ways in which the butterfly
responds to blackthorn management and has enabled us to promote best
practice in the wider countryside. This we have tried to do, with admittedly
varying degrees of success, through various agri-environment schemes, running
training courses, producing leaflets and working with partners like Natural
England and others. Although the
requirements of the Brown
Hairstreak are relatively simple,
we know, from sometimes bitter
and frustrating experience, that
achieving them on the ground is
another matter altogether.
The second kind of egging is to
carry out wider searches of
farmland in east Worcestershire,
sometimes known as “square
bashing”. This involves choosing
an area where the Brown
Hairstreak has not been previously
recorded and searching suitable
areas of blackthorn for eggs. This
we have done particularly over the
past five years and, as a result, we
now have a much better
understanding of the butterfly’s
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distribution in the county. Although geographically still confined to a relatively
small area, we now know that the butterfly breeds over much of the low lying
basin bounded by Worcester, Droitwich, Redditch and Pershore. New areas
continue to be found and we do not yet believe we have reached the outer limits.
Indeed, there is some evidence that the butterfly is expanding its range and no
doubt would do so even further if only more farmers could be persuaded not to
flail their hedges on an annual basis. By 2005, we had recorded the Brown
Hairstreak in 52 1km squares, working our way outwards from Grafton Wood
and, by the spring of 2009, we had increased this total to 150 with a further 8
squares added this past winter.
Square bashing, it has to be said, is highly addictive
and, once bitten by this particular bug, it is hard to know
when to stop. 17th January 2010 was a good case in point
when a group of six of us spent all morning searching a
couple of new squares north of Hanbury, found
absolutely nothing then, just at the point of packing up,
located four eggs on a single blackthorn sucker! I had a
similar experience the following month when, on a two
hour trek across fields near Throckmorton, finding
nothing but flailed blackthorn hedges, I discovered two
eggs within 50 yards of where I parked my car. Searching
for Brown Hairstreak eggs can often seem like waiting
for a bus, nothing for hours then two turn up at once!
Despite the above health warning, we are still keen to recruit further eggers
and if you are interested in joining our team of local Hairstreak Champions do
get in touch. Glory awaits the first person to find that elusive egg west of the M5
motorway which at the moment appears to form the westward boundary of the
butterfly’s known distribution. Addicts even receive their own Brown Hairstreak
newsletter by email with all the latest news and if any further members would
like to be added to the circulation list please let me know. It is probably some
years off before Brown Hairstreak egging is recognised as an Olympic sport but,
when it finally happens, remember where you heard about it first.

Above: Ben, Sheila,
Mike, Peter and
Catherine check the map
before setting off on an
egg hunt near Hanbury.
Bottom left: The team
examine young
blackthorn for eggs.
(Roger Wasley)

A Brown
Hairstreak
egg
magnified
many times.
(Tony Moore)
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You need Ants to hold a little larvae
- and Rabbits help too!
(With apologies to Max Bygraves)

By David Jackson

The Silver-studded Blue
has a symbiotic
relationship with ants.
Inset: Chrysalis.

Our Prees Heath Common Reserve is the only isolated and thriving population
of Silver-studded Blues in middle England. But what do Ants and Rabbits have
in common with one of our nationally scarce butterfly species?
The heathland habitat requirements of this lovely Blue are very exacting, as
it requires a mosaic of ‘management’ to keep the heather growth fresh and some
old growth needs to be maintained for communal roosting in cool or wet
weather. Stony/rocky open ground needs to be kept open either by mowing or
the grassy sward being kept at near bowling green height by Rabbits.
All this assists in the creation of the micro-climate crucial in the next stage
of a wonderful ‘symbiotic’ relationship between ant species of the genus Lasius
and this butterfly.
Silver-studded Blues are single brooded. The adults on our reserve fly from
around mid-June to the end of July. (There are records of a small second brood
at some locations in the south in late August.)
Eggs are laid singly, close to the ground, where they pass the winter. Larvae
hatch in the spring and feed on the flowers or growing tips of heathers.
They have a very close relationship with ants and it would appear that
females only lay eggs where they detect suitable ant pheromones. The ants pick
up the larvae soon after hatching and take them underground into chambers
beneath rocks or stones.
The larvae produce a honeydew-like liquid to feed the ants. In return the ants
protect the larvae from predators. The larvae pupate
within or close to ant’s nests where they are tended by
the ants until they emerge as adult butterflies.
When the adults emerge from underground they are
often still being attended to by doting ants, who appear
to be seeking the droplets on the butterflies furry body
even standing on it. The ants stay with the butterfly until
its wings have inflated and the blue takes to the wing.
See the events page for 23 June when Stephen Lewis
will lead an early morning Silver-studded Blue
emergence hunt at Prees Heath.
Footnote: All of our species of Blue butterflies have
either a total reliance or casual association with certain
species of ant, not forgetting the Rabbits input too! It is
evident that the loss of Rabbit populations due to the
outbreak of myxomytosis in the 1970’s meant that
grassland turf grew too high, and sites became
unsuitable for the special relationship between
Black Ants and the Large Blue which became
extinct in the UK in 1979 as a result.
Since then carefully chosen re-introduction
sites for the Large Blue are now proving very
successful, as the species habitat and symbiotic
requirements have been met.
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Wetland creation on Prees Heath
Common Reserve

Butterfly Conservation and the Environment
Agency have been working in partnership to create
a wetland on Prees Heath Common Reserve.
In an area of the reserve known to have been
marshy prior to the construction of the World War
Two airfield a pond has been dug out to provide
suitable habitat for a range of birds, including
lapwing, snipe and curlew, amphibians and plants,
and also water voles. The pond will be seasonal
with the water level reducing during the summer
months, and it will also provide a water source for
grazing livestock if and when they are reintroduced to the Common.
The scheme is part of a larger project to restore
the heath to something approaching what it would
have looked like 100 years ago.
Stephen Lewis, Prees Heath Reserve Manager,
says: “The work being carried out on the Common
by Butterfly Conservation is not just for the benefit
of butterflies but for all wildlife, and to provide an
enjoyable experience for visitors. It is essential that
wildlife is allowed to colonise this wetland area
naturally and that no fish, other creatures or plants
are introduced there by anyone.”
The Environment Agency provided the
machinery and personnel as part of their
commitment to promote biodiversity in North
Shropshire.
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Butterflies around the Malverns
2009
By Dr Simon Roberts

High Brown Fritillary
(Andrew Daw)

A Grayling on the
Malverns on 2 August
2009. This species
appears to be holding
its own at its stronghold on North Hill and
rocky outcrops south
to the Wyche.
(Roger Wasley)

Introduction

Although systematic butterfly recording has taken place around the Malvern Hills
for 30 years, this is only the second year that records have been appended to the
annual Bird Report. Butterfly Conservation volunteers (initials given in brackets
below) now count butterflies on eight transects – North Hill (KH), West Malvern
(TT), St Wulstan’s Local Nature Reserve (AB), The Gullet and Eastnor Park (PS),
Castlemorton Common (ID), Chase End Hill (MB), Old Hills (NQ) and Brotheridge
Green (HG). Weekly counts are recorded from the beginning of April to the end of
September. John Tilt, the West Midlands transect co-ordinator, kindly supplied data
from these transect counts (except North Hill which was not completed). Records
by individual observers were also collated from email reports. A list of contributors
is included at the end of this report.
This report also relies on research conducted by Dr Sue Clarke and David Green
of Wessex Environmental Associates, who were commissioned by Butterfly
Conservation to study our most rare, specialist and threatened species: Dingy
Skipper, High Brown Fritillary, Grayling and the Drab Looper moth.
Comparative data for this report are taken from the UK Butterfly Monitoring
Scheme (UKBMS) which has collated and compared data of transect records made
since 1976. The UKBMS data do not yet include records from 2009. According to
UKBMS, the cool wet summers of 2007 and 2008 were the worst for butterflies
since 1982. The improved weather in 2009 was reflected in the numbers recorded.
However, the effect of weather on butterfly recording may exaggerate its effect on
the actual populations.

Systematic list of selected species

Dark Green Fritillary
(Steven Cheshire)
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Essex Skipper
Probably overlooked since it was recorded as early as 1900 in Worcestershire,
according to Jack Green. Spreading north and west from south-east England and
recorded on Worcestershire transects since 1998 at Chaddesley Wood. However,
UKBMS data show steady decline in abundance and lowest ever numbers in recent
years. Noted on the hills in small numbers for a few years with totals of four on
Castlemorton and 8 on Brotheridge transects in 2009, with a peak of four at Eastnor
on 20 July (HG, TT) and other sightings at Malvern Common and Swinyard Hill
(HG, PG).
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Dingy Skipper
Declining with extinctions and reducing numbers in half of monitored sites
nationally since 1976, there was a relict population in The Purlieu, West
Malvern, where 2-3 were seen in 2007, after an exceptionally warm and dry
early spring. None were seen in 2008 and repeated visits in 2009 (HG, NQ, TT)
could not confirm a possible sighting on 2 June (NQ). However, the butterfly
was present in the region in fair numbers (IB, PG, TT).
Orange-tip
Nationally more stable than other Whites although less common than in early
1990s. Transect total reflects a marked increase compared to last year with 159
sightings. The first record was at Hall Green on 4 April (SR) with subsequent
widespread sightings (HG, RE, TT).
Green Hairstreak
Easily overlooked because of its rapid, short flights, this attractive species is
one of the specialities of the Malvern Hills, being locally common on lower
slopes. Nationally, it benefited from the good weather at the beginning of the
2007 season and, although not at levels seen in the 1980s and 1990s, it appears
to be increasingly localised but fairly stable. Large numbers seen in the 1990s
on the West Malvern transect no longer occur, with a total of 16 seen there in
2009 (TT). The Malvern population generally appears later than the typical
expected dates and was recorded between 25 April and 5 July this year (HG, PG,
RB, TT). Interestingly, there were three records in 2008 of individuals seen on
the hills around the beginning of August, which may indicate a local second
brood, a phenomenon suspected by Jack Green in 1987 after August records in
the preceding three or four years.
Purple Hairstreak
A canopy species which is most active late afternoon or evening and
therefore frequently overlooked and not a suitable species for assessment by
transect observations. UKBMS data show a decline in the last few years. It is
distributed widely along the hills, especially south of British Camp, and was
recorded at White-leaved Oak on 28 July (PG), North Hill on 2 August (HG) and
at Swinyard, Midsummer and Raggedstone Hills on 11 August (HG, TT). Two
were seen on the Brotheridge transect (HG).
White-letter Hairstreak
Another commonly overlooked canopy species under-represented on
transect counts but believed to be present in small numbers around the hills,
especially in the Eastnor/Gullet and Old Hills areas. Nationally declining since
the late 1990s. None were seen on the hills in 2009 but four were recorded on
the Brotheridge transect (HG).
Small Copper
A moderate recent decline underlies a variability with a strong dependence
on weather conditions, where populations can crash in cool wet summers. The
summer of 2009 improved on the very wet summers of 2007 and 2008, and
could account for the marked increase in transect totals to 87 sightings, most
commonly at Eastnor, West Malvern and Chase End. Widely distributed in small
numbers, a peak of 12 were on Pinnacle Hill on 19 August (HG, RB, SR, TT).
Brown Argus
Scarce in Worcestershire and subject to large fluctuations of populations
nationally. One was seen at The Purlieu on 31 May (HG), one at Tank Quarry
on 3 August (PG), two at St Wulstan’s reserve in mid August (AB) and several
were near Brotheridge (HG).

Midlands
Regional
Conservation
Day 16 January
Branch Chairman
David Jackson
attended the above
event together with
Committee members
from our own and
Warwickshire and
Gloucestershire
Branches. Topics
discussed ranged from
Community Payback –
Frank Gravenor gave
an enlightening talk on
how offenders can
help with supervised
manual work on sites;
Matt Willmott from
Natural England
explained how
Stewardship HLS etc.
can help manage our
reserves; Sam Ellis
discussed the general
principles of
landscape scale
conservation and its
contribution to
Regional Action Plan
delivery; Dr Jenny Joy
talked about the
Midlands Fritillary
Project and work in
the Forest of Dean to
link up Small Pearlbordered Fritillary
populations; Mike
Slater talked about
long-term benefits
post ‘Bringing back the
Small Blue’ to sites in
Warwickshire; and
Stephen Lewis
discussed Prees
Heath now and post
Grantscape.
If anyone would like to
have more information
on the topics
discussed contact
David Jackson.
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Online butterfly
group gains
more members
If you want to know
what’s going on in the
butterfly and moth
world across the
region between
editions of The
Comma, then you
should join the West
Midlands online
butterfly discussion
group. Some 50
people with internet
access have joined the
group to share
information about
species they see,
display photographs,
and publicise events
and activities. The site
is by invitation only.
For more info go to:
http://groups.yahoo.com
/group/butterflyconserv
ationwestmidlands/

Data inputer
still required

Your records are very
important to us.
Please submit your
records to Nigel Stone
if you have not already
done so. You can
download a copy of a
Butterfly Recording
Form from
www.westmidlandsbutterflies.org.uk
Nigel is still seeking a
willing volunteer(s) to
either take over or
assist him with
computer inputting. If
anyone has time to
help with this valuable
task and wishes to
discuss getting
involved please
contact him on 02476
335189 or e-mail:njstone@hotmail.com
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Common Blue
Populations fluctuate widely in cycles of a few years, but declining
nationally because of habitat loss with lowest numbers since 1976 recorded in
2007. A large increase in abundance in 2009 resulted in 141 recorded on
transects, mostly at Chase End, Castlemorton and St Wulstan’s reserve. Widely
distributed with the first record at Hall Green on 17 May (HG, SC, SR) and a
peak of 8 at St Wulstan’s reserve on 12 August (AB).
Holly Blue
Following a good year in 2007 due to early good weather, it continues to
expand its range in Britain. Prone to cyclical fluctuations over 5-6 year periods
due to a parasitic wasp. Like 2008, poorly represented in 2009, with a total of
11 transect records. Individuals widely distributed with the first record in Hall
Green on 13 April (HG, IB, SR).
White Admiral
Nationally declining by 50% since 1976 with pronounced cyclical
fluctuation in numbers, but with recent expansion northwards into the West
Midlands. Favours mature broadleaved woodland and has previously been seen
around the hills in good years, with regular sightings at Swinyard Hill (RB).
One was seen in 2009 on the Old Hills transect (NQ) close to the site of
previous records.
Small Tortoiseshell
Drastic decline since 2005, especially in West Midlands and centralsouthern England. Parasitism of the caterpillar by a Tachinid fly may be
responsible for this decline but a steady rise in butterfly numbers from 1999 to
2003, after the fly was first recorded, and the normally wide fluctuations of
population numbers complicate the issue. Increased in 2009 from the very low
numbers in 2008, with 36 transect records mostly at Castlemorton and
St Wulstan’s reserve. The first record was at Hall Green on 13 April (SR)
followed by approximately 25 sightings across the hills throughout all flight
periods (HG, MW, PS, RB, SR), often seen on hill tops, possibly suggesting
less parasitism in this windier situation. Interestingly, fairly abundant on the
nettle-covered banks of the River Severn near Upton in 2008 and 2009.
High Brown Fritillary
The population of this large, rare and beautiful species around the southern
hills used to be the second largest in the UK. In 1987, 153 sightings were
recorded on the Gullet/Eastnor transect alone, with 81 in a single day. Sadly,
the butterfly may now have disappeared from our area, like the Pearl-bordered
Fritillary did some years ago. Its decline is greater than that for any other
British butterfly. The national and local decline reflects more than the
deterioration and loss of habitat. Despite many visits by enthusiasts and
professional observers to the former stronghold area of west Midsummer Hill
and Eastnor, only a few (less than 10) possible sightings were gained between
2-20 July (HG, JT, PS, MW, TT), where a large fritillary was observed
sufficiently to distinguish it from a Comma. However, these sightings are most
likely to be the Dark Green Fritillary, with which the High Brown Fritillary is
easily confused without a view of the wings’ underside. A number of visits in
July proved fruitless for any large fritillary (HG, JT, NW, PS, TT). The last
High Brown Fritillary observations were one positive sighting on 23 June 2008
(TB) and 11 probable sightings in July 2008 (HG, Sue Clarke). A viable
population on the Malverns is now doubtful, but local enthusiasts will continue
the search in 2010.
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Wall Brown
Declining severely, especially in central, south and east sites since 1976,
markedly in the last few years with fortunes hindered by cool wet summers.
Never abundant on the hills but there used to be scattered records each year.
None seen since before 2007.

PLUS

Silver-washed Fritillary
Appears to be increasing after the drought-induced population crash of 1977
and similar drop in 1997 for unknown reasons. Locally never common and
continues to be recorded in small numbers. Seen between 2-25 July at The
Gullet often nectaring on Bramble by the lake (HG, NW, SR, TT), with four
sightings on transect visits (PS) and a maximum of six sightings on 10 July
(HG). A pair were in a southern glade on Midsummer Hill on 18 July (SR), and
records from the east flank of Swinyard Hill provided the first sighting on
29 June (PG) and a late sighting on 19 August on Buddleia (RB).

The Best of “Butterfly Days”

Dark Green Fritillary
Populations in many areas are increasing, although distribution in south and
east England has declined. Local positive sightings consisted of one on 23 June
(MS), one on 28 June (SC) and one nectaring on thistle with wings open
(photographed but underside not visible) on 10 July (HG). The latter record
suggests that two other sightings in the same area at the same time were also
Dark Green Fritillary (HG). Other probable sightings were three on 2 July (PS),
one on 4 July (HG), one on 5 July (PS, MW) and two on 20 July (HG, TT), all
in the Midsummer Hill/Eastnor area.

“Butterfly Days”

PLUS

DVD sales will
boost funds
West Midlands branch
funds will receive a
welcome boost of
£190 thanks to the
sale of 25 DVDs, The
Best of Butterfly Days
PLUS, to members in
our region. Copies of
the 90-minute film,
produced by Butterfly
Conservation member
Sandy Harman, cost
£8 and are available
from: S Harman, 31
Upper Manor Road,
Milford, Godalming,
GU8 5JW.

Grayling
Another Malvern speciality of national significance because of severely
decreasing distribution and abundance, this species appears to be holding its
own at its stronghold on North Hill and rocky outcrops south to the Wyche.
Fewer sightings were recorded than in 2008 but a peak of 10 were seen on North
Hill on 25 July (HG), two females were in Rushy Valley on 6 August (SR) and,
unusually, one settled in a garden on Buddleia on 9 August (PS). Despite
focused efforts, no records were gained from previously known sites further
south to The Gullet (HG, SR, TT).

£450 set aside
for chainsaw

Clouded Yellow
An unpredictable migrant from the Mediterranean and North Africa which
may breed after arrival in exceptional years to give large numbers, especially in
southern counties. There were such ‘Clouded Yellow years’ in 1948, 1983 and
to a limited extent at two or three year intervals from 1992 to 2006. Overall
numbers increasing. None were seen locally in 2008, but in 2009 sightings were
at Eastnor on 8 August (RB) and at Hall Green on 15 August (AD).

The branch Committee
has agreed to set
aside £450 for a new
chainsaw to replace
an old model which is
worn out through more
than 11 years of use
by work parties.
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Net rise in
membership

Latest figures from HQ
show a net rise of 56
members in the West
Midlands branch
region up to the end of
November 2009. BC
currently has 14,698
individual members.
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Busy year for Midlands
Fritillary Action Group
By Nick Williams
Midlands Fritillaries
Project Officer

Silver-washed Fritillary
(John Tilt)
Dark Green Fritillary
(Andrew Daw)
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After a busy year for the Midlands Fritillary Project staff and multitudes of
volunteers in the nine Landscape Areas covered by the project, a meeting was
convened at Worcester Woods Country Park on 23 March 2010 to review
progress to date and agree priorities for the year ahead.
Project Manager Dr Jenny Joy and Project Officers Nick Williams and Mike
Slater were joined by representatives from most of the far-flung project areas.
Jenny began with a round of introductions, then set the scene by explaining
the parameters and main objectives for the Fritillaries Project: to focus
conservation effort on 168 sites in the Midlands; provide management advice to
landowners; carry out practical habitat management; recruit volunteers for
survey, monitoring and management work; and establish longer-term networks
and partnerships which would continue beyond the three-year Project funding.
Representatives from each landscape area then described recent activity in
their ‘patch’ and what now needed to be done. Some areas, like the Wyre, (where
this project follows on from earlier ones) have been able to build on those
foundations, work with established partners and achieve much which should
benefit our threatened Fritillaries. Other areas, where Project staff have yet to
spend much time, are in need of help in recruiting volunteers, running events to
spread the message about what we are doing, and getting partner organisations
on board with our aims.
A great deal of effort has gone into ride-edge management this winter,
especially in the Princethorpe Woodlands complex where more than a hundred
scallops have been created by contractors and/or volunteers. Here too, additional
coppicing by volunteers and the creation of a number of butterfly banks should
benefit several butterflies not just Fritillaries.
In the Forest of Dean, contractors have carried out habitat improvement work
complemented by a huge effort by volunteers clearing scrub from the key
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary breeding site and
linking up neighbouring habitat patches further west.
At Ewyas Harold, winter workparties have been
busy scrub-bashing too, but now the regrowth is being
tackled by four involuntary recruits; Exmoor ponies.
The Malverns area may have lost its High Brown
Fritillaries, but work continues to open up habitat for
Dark Green and Silver-washed Fritillaries in the
Gullet area.
Wider discussions during the meeting centred
around survey priorities, the role of introductions and
reintroductions, the need for more butterfly related
events in the summer programme and the best way to
manage Bracken for different Fritillaries on different
sites.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the
many sterling volunteers who have already contributed
so much to the success of this Project for their
assistance.
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A Call to Action: volunteers required
With the summer recording season almost upon us, Midlands Fritillaries Project Officer Nick Williams reminds
all Comma readers that more volunteers are urgently required to survey several less well recorded areas for
Fritillaries and Wood Whites in 2010.
In Shropshire, a series of butterfly survey training events have been organised to coincide with flight
periods of the target species;

•
•
•
•
•

26 May
7 June
22 June
23 June
26 June

Wood White - venue to be confirmed
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary - Anchor public house, 8 miles west of Clun
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary - Anchor public house, 8 miles west of Clun
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary - Llanymynech, near Oswestry
Dark Green Fritillary - Llanymynech, near Oswestry

All of these will start with a brief presentation about the butterfly concerned, its ID, its foodplant(s) and its
habitat followed by an explanation of the survey methods. After a lunch break, a site visit will be made to
nearby known flight areas to demonstrate the technique, and hopefully record some butterflies. Contact Nick
Williams (nwilliams@butterfly-conservation.org) to book a place please.
The above events aim to encourage and increase recording in South and West Shropshire and the Oswestry
Uplands where we know the target species are present but believe there may be further colonies to be
discovered and counted.
On Cannock Chase there are also Small Pearl-bordereds to be found, and a research project is under way
looking at habitat suitability. Difficulties with access because of the Phytophthora infection on Bilberry plants
has made recording far from straightforward in the last couple of years, but Jim Cresswell and John Bennett
would be glad to hear from anyone who can help there.
In Herefordshire, a number of the Commons and some of the Woodlands are under-recorded and Robin
Hemming and Ian Hart would be happy to hear from willing volunteers.
In the Forest of Dean, a Recorders Meeting has been arranged for the evening of 21 April at the Rising Sun,
Moseley, in the centre of the Forest. Priorities for recording locally will be set then, and any new volunteers
will be welcome. Contact Simon Glover as soon as possible if you are intending to attend
(simon@2bridges.co.uk) as catering has been laid on.

The ringless Ringlets of Hobbit-land
Once upon a time… in one of the landscapes which inspired
JRR Tolkien to write The Hobbit, observant Ranger Penny
Marriott noticed something odd about the grassland
butterflies in the meadows around Moseley Bog in the Shire
Country Park.
Half-a-mile or less from the Mill which was the setting for
Gollum to find the magic ring in the river, last summer (some
at least of) the Ringlets had lost their rings.
It would be stretching a point to say that they were now
invisible, but they were certainly hard to identify at first
glance, with only small white specks where normally the bright
golden rings can be seen.
Further investigation confirmed that they were a known
but uncommon form of Ringlet, form arête.
Readers may well have heard that funding of about
£370,000 has just been agreed for Moseley Bog.
Nick Williams (Photo: John Tilt)
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The Haycop - A boyho

By Adrian Miles

All my formative years were spent on the Haycop when those long halcyon days of
summer seemed to last forever. A passion for balsawood aeroplanes soon developed
into a love for the natural world (especially those winged creatures butterflies and
moths), and remains with me still.
Dingy Skippers were everywhere, Small Coppers were
always very strong especially the third brood notable for the
blue spots on the hind wings with Silver-washed Fritillaries
making an appearance in late summer. The bruised silver-birch
tree on top of the heath supported huge numbers of Goat Moth
caterpillars and would attract hordes of late summer Vanessids
attracted by the oozing sap. Common Blue were always in profusion with one field
locally known as the ‘blue field’ due to prodigious numbers.
After more than 20 years of watching the site gradually change from open
pasture to thickets of holly, ash and crack willow and severely declining numbers of
species, I approached the owner Mr Deryck Roberts with ideas of how to reverse the
trend. He viewed the idea with enthusiasm and in July 2007 a small committee was
formed (The Haycop Conservation Group) and work began to restore the site.
Part of the Haycop project was to restore the Down Well at the top of the site; an
interesting Victorian structure built to hold up to 40,000 gallons of spring water –
this was Broseley’s main source of drinking water for over a hundred years.
Broseley community played a major part in the restoration work during which the
outer shell was reconstructed by local tradesmen. Donations of Broseley bricks
came in ones and hundreds from all quarters of the town.
Other work consisted of knotweed eradication, scrub clearance, and streams
were cleared to drain the site. The Haycop was a deep coal mining site with some of
the foundations still remaining. The old Engine Pool had silted up by the 1940s so
another major part of the project was to restore this therefore adding another

Small Copper
(All photos Roger
Smith unless credited)
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ood dream come true

dimension to the site. Coppice work was a major undertaking with some willow
being left in to create hedge habitat and silver birch being removed to encourage
expansion of the remnant heather patches which are characteristic of the pit mounds.
To improve access, a network of paths have been constructed
and these now link all areas of the Haycop. Meadow cutting by
hand is now an annual event enjoyed by all.
Early successes resulting from this work include a 65%
increase in species diversity; 47 species of native wild birds
have ben recorded, with the pool already enjoying a profusion
of life including a visit from a Kingfisher only 18 months after
its reinstatement. Fungi surveys have been undertaken showing a great variety of
species including one which is only the second record for the British Isles. The
whole site is regularly visited by all three local schools whose activities include
pond dipping and wildlife projects. The Haycop is already becoming a local haven
for walkers, ramblers and the local community at large.
Dingy Skippers have already returned to the site after a long absence with
bird’s-foot trefoil spreading into new areas. Green Hairstreak, Small Skipper,
Large Skipper and Small Yellow Underwing now nectar in the new wildflower
meadow and Mother Shipton, Burnet Companion and Five-spot Burnets are
common on the south-facing banks. Painted Lady, as on so many other sites in the
country in 2009, were regularly seen jostling for position on thistle heads but heavy
rain dampened the chances of a strong second brood.
The work could not been achieved without huge effort by local people, local
tradesmen, local schools, Telford young offenders and specialist advice. Community
grants were obtained from Awards for All, Crusaders Club, Broseley Joint
Committee with many cash donations from the local community. Thanks to
everyone involved in any way in the Haycop Restoration Project.

Small Yellow Underwing

Dingly Skipper
(Andrew Daw)

Pale Tussock larva
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Target Species Recording for 2010
Small Tortoiseshell

Small Heath

Wall Brown

High Brown Fritillary

I would be very grateful if volunteers would make concerted efforts to record the following species this year,
and forward their records initially to me at end of the flight season. Please obtain permissions before entering
private land and, if possible, take a companion along when visiting out-of-the-way places. Credit will be given
to recorders in the the winter edition of The Comma.

Butterflies

Small Tortoiseshell - is this species recovering after the noted collapse in numbers over the past 2-3 years?
Small Heath - please check wasteland/re-claimed sites and see if we can improve on records for this
declining RAP species.
Wall Brown - again re-claimed/post-industrial sites, canal towpaths and disused railway lines might still
support unknown populations of this striking species.
High Brown Fritillary - as no proven records were forthcoming in 2009, is it now lost from Worcestershire
and Herefordshire? Please endeavour to take a photograph of the underwing and e-mail or post it to me, so that
Dark Green Fritillary can be ruled out. You know how fast both species whiz past!

Moths - Regional Action Plan monitoring

Goat Moth - the last record submitted for this species in our Branch area was from Stone, Staffordshire, in
1997. Does it still occur there or in Herefordshire and Worcestershire? It appears to favour lowland damp
sallow, willow and poplar locations - records of larvae required too if found.
Argent and Sable - re-growth Birch woodland in Staffordshire and Shropshire could still maintain as yet
undetected populations of this rare moth.
Chalk Carpet - a limestone site on the north Staffordshire moorlands has recently yielded a record. Can
we enlarge on this?
Silurian - the Herefordshire population needs to be visited to see if the habitat still supports a healthy
population of this UK Red Data Book species. If anyone can help out with the logistics and site access
arrangements please contact me. Good Hunting! David Jackson
Photos: Andrew Daw, Roger Wasley, Mark Skeving, Dave Grundy, Chris Manley.

Goat Moth
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Argent and Sable
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Chalk Carpet

Silurian

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary
and the Royal Forest of Dean
Twenty-five years ago, the former Royal Forest between the
rivers Severn and Wye was
a stronghold for this
butterfly. Even in this rural
enclave a steady decline in
the number of colonies was
underway; from 40 known
locations right across the
Dean in the 1980s to only
thirteen tetrads by the late
90s, four tetrads in 2002 and
only three in 2007.
Something needed to be
done, and quickly, if the Small
Pearl-bordered Fritillary was
not to follow its close relative,
the Pearl-bordered Fritillary
into local extinction.
With the launch of the
Midlands Fritillaries Project in
April 2009 and the inclusion of
the Forest of Dean as one of the
nine landscape areas covered by
the Project’s Site Register, help
and encouragement was at hand
for local enthusiasts.
Two groups of volunteers were
recruited for habitat assessment
and timed count monitoring, with
the results informing a series of
management recommendations and discussions with partner organisations.
One of the landowners, the RSPB, led the way with practical work to improve core habitat by carrying out
an agreed programme of ditch works on their Nagshead Reserve.
The Dean Green Team, a group of local people coordinated jointly by the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust
and the Forestry Commission, spent many hours clearing scrub from the main breeding habitat and then linking
up potential habitat patches in the west of the Dean.
A Partnership group met several times to address the key issue of grazing in the Forest and there are high
hopes of progress in this respect. Butterfly Conservation has let two contracts to restore water flow to an
important breeding habitat and to link currently well separated colonies by clearing roadside scrub.
A Gloucestershire branch member is growing on a supply of Marsh Violets, from local stock, to enable
reinforcement of the food plant and its re-introduction to suitable habitat in future years.
A new recording season is almost upon us, and we wait on tenterhooks to see if Fritillary numbers will
begin to show a positive response.
Acknowledgements: Countdown 2010, the Tubney Charitable Trust, the Forestry Commission,
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust and the RSPB.
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Big new world ‘trapping
beyond the garden’

By Jackie Davis

Oliver Wadsworth:
“If you can contribute

useful data that adds to
our knowledge of the
status and distribution
of the species you see,
then you feel that
something worthwhile
is accomplished.”
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It was a talk from Butterfly Conservation and West Midlands expert Dave
Grundy that finally captured Oliver Wadsworth’s interest in moths.
Oliver had begun recording species in his own garden in Worcester after
being inspired by a television programme on the subject. But it was only when
a friend took him along to one of Dave’s meetings in the Wyre Forest that his
interest really developed. The Wyre is
one of the best sites in the country for
moths and Dave and the other regulars
at the time were very welcoming and
helpful with all of Oliver’s beginner’s
questions.
That was around four years ago and
Oliver is now one of the most prolific
recorders of moths for the West
Midlands branch, spending much of his
spare time contributing to the West
Midland Lep database on MapMate
coordinated by Nigel Stone, the West
Midlands Branch Recorder.
“I started joining in with the work
going on in the Wyre Forest and then
decided I’d like to do my own
trapping,” said Oliver, a maker of lutes
and early guitars. He began visiting
Monkwood in Worcestershire, an
ancient woodland managed jointly
by Butterfly Conservation and
Oak Lutestring in the Wyre Forest.
Wo r c e s t e r s h i r e
(Patrick Clement)
Wildlife Trust.
Known for its colony of Wood White butterflies that
sadly seem to have declined, key moth species at Monkwood
include Drab Looper, Oak Lutestring, Lead Coloured
Pug, Silver Cloud, Spatalistis bifasciana, Micropterix
mansuetella and Ectoedemia atrifrontella.
Oliver also visits the Malvern Hills where one of his
highlights was recording a Pauper Pug – the first record
away from Shrawley Wood for many years.
Through the MapMate program, the data on the computers
of Oliver and other recorders is entered on to the regional
database and ultimately on to the National Lep database.
“The result is a very valuable database that currently
stands at over one million records for the West Midland
counties,” explained Oliver. “As a supporter of this scheme, I
have also been adding more historical data to the system from
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the archive of Tony Simpson, the Worcestershire county recorder.
“For me, this is central to my activities as a moth enthusiast.
Just going out and seeing the insects is one thing. But if you can
contribute useful data that adds to our knowledge of the status and
distribution of the species you see, then you feel that something
worthwhile is accomplished beyond just ticking things off on a list.”
Keen on birdwatching as a boy, Oliver took the hobby up again
relatively recently before discovering his passion for moths. “I got
back into birds in a big way and then sort of slipped into mothing,”
he recalled. I got to wondering what was flying around my own
garden and made myself a trap. I recorded around 300 species and
really enjoyed seeing the enormous variety that was there. My
interest then took off after attending one of Dave Grundy’s
meetings and joining in his moth nights in the Wyre Forest.”
Now Oliver often stays out all night counting moths. On a busy
night he can trap 500 to 1,000 insects and recalls one memorable
hot summer night when the temperature didn’t fall below 14ºC.
and he recorded more than 200 species at Hednesford Hills
reserve in Staffordshire with Dave Grundy and Alan Prior running
Ectoedemia atrifrontella mines just below
nine traps.
the surface of the bark in small Oak
“It’s absorbing, satisfying and rewarding,” he says. “Each site
branches. Oliver found several of these
has its own special interest and there is such an incredible variety
mines in piles of cut wood from winter
of species and lifestyles to record. And the great thing is that there
coppicing work at Monkwood reserve.
is always a chance that you may find a notable record. Take the
Scarce Prominent that was trapped by Gavin Peplow at Wood Whites are becoming increasingly
Monkwood. A new macro for Worcestershire doesn’t happen
rare in Britain and have disappeared
every day.”
from Monkwood. (Andrew Daw)

Scarce Prominent at Monkwood in
April 2008. (Oliver Wadsworth)

Spatalistis bifasciana was formerly
thought to be restricted to the Wyre in
VC37 but is now seen in at least two
other ancient woodland sites in the
county including Monkwood where
Oliver took this picture in June 2009.
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Butterflies at Knapp & Papermill 2009

By Garth Lowe

Loser: Dingy Skipper
was absent from the
reserve in 2009.
(Patrick Clement)

Winner: White Admiral
has been recorded for
five consecutive years.
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This year finally bucked the trend of very poor summers even though two of the
summer months June and July produced figures of 91.3 and 106.3 millimeters
of rain! The short spells of warmer weather allowed most species to increase
their numbers over the previous years, total sightings were 2564, but it was as
far back as 1996 with 3507, that there was a better year!
Although butterflies fared better this year, one species the Meadow Brown,
did show a fall, which dropped back to a similar figure found in 2006. The wet
July did delay hay making in Big Meadow, but with a much lower rainfall in
August and September this was then made possible, not as last year, when the
meadow was left untouched. Another change in the grazing regime was the
introduction of the small Dexter cattle. These went into Papermill Meadow first,
and then into Big Meadow shortly after removing the hay. It is now thought light
grazing should take place over a longer period in the various pastures, so its
effect will have to be assessed over the next few years. On the surface,
management of the meadows has hardly changed over the period of monitoring,
but sightings over the flight period of this butterfly have now halved.
Another big disappointment was the absence of the Dingy Skipper, which
now looks as if it will join the Small Heath as another species that may not be
ever seen here again. The Orange Tip also did quite badly, and only appeared
in small numbers compared with other years, when three and four times this
figure has been recorded. The Red Admiral and Small Tortoiseshell were only
seen in single figures but the latter did show a small increase. In late summer it
is the fallen crop of fermenting apples that usually brings in the Red Admirals,
plus Commas and Speckled Wood to take advantage of nature’s free tipple!
Why do these species get intoxicated and not the Green-veined or Large
Whites that are also still around?
On a more positive note it was good to see a lot more of the 24 species,
having a much better year. The large invasion of Painted Ladies earlier in the
year was also reflected here, and was the largest number seen since 1996, when
a similar occurrence took place. The increase of the White Admiral was
rewarding, having now been seen in five consecutive years, after an absence
from 1997 to 2002. The Speckled Wood and Green-veined White numbers
were the highest since 1998, making this a very long period to enable it to
recover.
It was the Ringlet that had a very productive year, and had the highest total
sightings since records started. The reasons for this might be that it seems to cope
with damper summers better than most of the others, so that given an ideal
summer, such as the one just gone, it was able to substantially increase its
numbers. The Small Skipper also did very well and was seen in increasing
numbers, but can also be seen to have rather fluctuating figures from year to year.
The Large Skippers, seem to be an anomaly as their numbers have been
fairly small whatever the weather, with a highest figure of 43 in 1989 and a
lowest of 5 in 2008. The Marbled Whites this year were still present having a
small increase, but only a third of that of 2006. This is one species that may
change with extra grazing, as it mainly occurs in the Papermill Meadow, where
the cattle will spend more time.
Altogether it was a pleasure to see an increase in a lot of species in the
reserve, with the hope that the warmer drier climate change will reach us
eventually, and not just parts of the rest of the world!

The Comma • Spring 2010

Report and photos
by Sheila Wasley

Honeybourne work
parties are on the
right track for
Grizzled Skipper

Three Brimstones and a couple of
Small Tortoiseshell put in a welcome
appearance for members of the
Honeybourne work party on 21 March
2010.
But the dozen West Midlands
branch members were there to clear a
stretch of the disused railway line for a
more important species – Grizzled
Skipper (inset photo). The species is
listed as High Priority in Butterfly
Conservation’s
West
Midlands
Regional Action Plan.
The species has continued to
decline in the region as a whole over
the last two decades. In Worcestershire,
it is currently only known from three
locations: Throckmorton Landfill Site,
where branch volunteers have also
worked to improve habitat, an old
orchard at Hipton Hill managed by the
Vale Landscape Heritage Trust, and
Honeybourne. Here, and on other postindustrial sites, the butterfly utilizes a
mosaic of habitat types with areas of
bare ground or short turf, and some
areas of taller herb rich grass and scrub.
A Grizzled Skipper transect has
been undertaken by Butterfly
Conservation for the last 12 years.
Terry Knight has been monitoring the
population since 1998 in addition to
two other sites.
More than 40 were found in 2009 –
a great improvement over the previous
six years thanks to work parties. Now
Jan Kenyon is to take over recording
on this important transect.
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Nadia’s plea for artistic contributions
BC members are being asked to help with a new book celebrating the
beauty of the butterflies of Shropshire, writes Jackie Davis.
Artist and writer Nadia Kingsley is planning to publish a poetic and
artistic field guide on the species in the area next year and is asking for
contributions from fellow enthusiasts.
She is looking for both poems and images of the 39 species of
butterflies recorded in Shropshire over the last few years – a list
compiled with the help of West Midlands branch recorder, Nigel Stone.
She is looking for images that are either craft or art-based.
Nadia, a member of Butterfly Conservation, said: “I have two big
loves – writing and nature – and I had been searching for a long-term art
project for some time when this idea came together. I feel that the
number of butterfly species in Shropshire is a ‘manageable’ amount for
a book.
“Butterflies are so beautiful, and are associated with happy, sunny
days. Also, their sensitivity to environmental change makes them
valuable indicators of the health of the countryside. The UK government
Nadia Kingsley: The number
accepts their role as biodiversity indicators. I do feel very strongly that
of species in Shropshire is a
nature needs our support as a matter of urgency and if this book helps in ‘manageable’ amount for a book.
any way I will be very glad.”
The book, to be published by Fair Acre Press, is due to be launched in July 2011 to coincide with Save Our
Butterflies week. Nadia is funding the project herself and plans to make a donation to Butterfly Conservation
from every sale. Chapters will be based on the butterfly habitats in a list approved by Dr Jenny Joy, Senior
Regional Officer of Butterfly Conservation in the West Midlands, and organiser of the Shropshire Butterfly
Group, part of the West Midlands branch.
Nadia, who completed a ceramics degree in Wolverhampton, has had work exhibited in the Midlands,
London and Brighton, and has also won prizes for her writing. She now lives in Bridgnorth where she became
involved with the Shropshire Wildlife Trust and other nature groups.
She hopes the project will encourage people to explore the area, attend butterfly events and learn more
about butterflies. “My own hopes are that I will learn a huge amount about butterflies, as well as their
associated plants and habitats.
“I will get out there and again see more of Shropshire. I will attempt to write poems, but am perfectly happy
not to include my own work and will be extremely happy if the standard of poetry exceeds my own. I hope that
those people who get involved will enjoy the organised days and feel part of a creative community, while
supporting the butterflies, butterfly conservation, and our local nature in general.”
If you are interested in finding out more about this project, please email
Nadia Kingsley via fairacrepress@btinternet.com

30 YEARS of saving

butterflies, moths

ds
ts in the West Midlan
and their habita

•

Worcestershire libraries order our walks guide
The Worcestershire County Libraries service has ordered copies of ‘30 Butterfly
Walks in the West Midlands’ to go in all its main libraries. Branch members are
urged to check their own local library to see if they would like to buy a copy.
The Branch has sold hundreds of copies of the booklet, but we need to secure
even more sales to break even on the venture. If you haven’t ordered your copy yet
s
30 Butterfly Walk ds
an
in the West Midl

– or you know someone who would enjoy a copy as a gift – send a cheque for £5.95,
made payable to ‘Butterfly Conservation West Midlands Branch’ to:
Mike Williams, 2 Dewberry Close, Stourport, Worcestershire, DY13 8TB.

Supported by
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Butterflies of the ‘Teardrop Isle’
Something for everyone in Sri Lanka
Leaving a cold and wet Heathrow in late February for a tropical 34ºF in Sri Lanka
was the perfect tonic for the party of nine brought together by Mike Williams for
his most recent wildlife tour. In conjunction with Jetwing Eco Holidays superbly
co-led by their naturalist ‘Wicky’ the itinerary followed an anti-clockwise route
around the southern part of the island. The air-conditioned minibus, freshened with
mothballs, would firstly take us to the Sinharaja Rain Forest, a Unesco World
Heritage site, situated in the south-west of the island 5½ hours away from
Colombo. (‘5½ hours’ became something of a magic number on this trip: not only
is Sri Lanka 5½ hours ahead of the UK but flight and transit times between our
various destinations all seemed to take – yes, 5½ hours!).
En route to Sinharaja, lunch was taken in the town of Nittambura where the
piece of rough land beside the restaurant just had to be investigated and yielded our
first butterflies of the trip, including the never-stopping Psyche, Grey Pansy,
Common Palmfly, and Common Cerulean Blues. In fading light the last leg of
the journey was undertaken in a kind of troop carrier with suitcases following in a
Land Rover, bumping their way slowly up a long rough track through the forest to
Martin’s Simple Lodge, perfectly named and situated in the heart of the forest
enabling walks to start straight from the bedroom door. Fireflies dotted the dark
sky, and an Oleander Hawkmoth came to the dining area lightbulb – pleasingly
there are no mosquitoes here!
On our first full day we set off well before 8.00am to walk straight into the
forest accompanied by Chandra, a National Park warden. Wicky led us to a
jackfruit tree in the hope of seeing a Blue Oakleaf but without luck. Nectaring
Blue Glassy Tigers were the first butterflies to grab our attention, followed by
intense bee buzzing around a large flowering tree. Closer inspection revealed
Ceylon Birdwings, the huge floppy-flighted Tree Nymphs, breathtaking Blue
Mormons, and a tantalising Clipper, some of the 84 species recorded here. All
were impossible to photograph well, staying high and generally on the move.
Tree Nymphs were common though by early afternoon activity had declined
significantly. Leeches were a persistent menace and some of the party became
silent victims.
A pair of the endemic Sri Lanka
Magpies called in to inspect what we
were having for breakfast next morning
and a Red-faced Malkoha made the
birders’ day later on. After a misty start
the sun came through as we reached the
Information Centre disturbing a large
Monitor Lizard from the rubbish pit.
Male Ceylon Birdwings glided
overhead and Neil managed to shoot an
excellent photo of one in flight, way up
high. A Purple-faced Leaf Monkey sat
in the trees some way off warming its
back in the morning sun. Another visit
to the jackfruit tree produced nothing
again though a pair of Black Eagles

By Peter Bygate

Common Palmfly
(Photos by Peter
Bygate unless credited)
A team photo taken at
the Seashells Hotel at
Negombo before
flying home.
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Ceylon Blue Glassy
Tiger

Pioneer

Plain Tiger

Tamil Treebrown
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circled the distant tree-line. A number of large
papilios required careful identification and included
the Red Helen, Ceylon Rose, and Common Rose.
An early afternoon highlight was the sight of four
Fivebar Swordtails taking minerals at the stream
edge sandbank. A Clipper dropped in briefly along
with a Baron. The stroll back yielded a few more
butterflies but the sky was now clouding-over and
butterflies became scarce. It seems that the
Birdwings are early fliers, whereas the Roses tend
not to appear until mid-afternoon.
A long transit day to the southern tip of the island,
passing between Galle’s castle and famous cricket
ground, took us to Rumassala en route to the
Mandara Resort hotel in Weligama. In an unlikely
setting we saw immediately the stunning Crimson
Rose and Plumbeous Silverline; a few local
children became instant wildlife converts peering eagerly through Liz’s telescope.
Migrating Blue Whales were the next day’s major target as our boat rode a
heavy swell on the open sea, running at six feet or more, hitting the waves headon for 13 miles. Using bins or a camera was pretty pointless in these conditions and
our expectations of seeing anything began to subside. Between the two major
shipping lanes, however, blow spray was seen by one of the spotters and the chase
was on! Views were fleeting until a third whale approached us from behind coming
in at ‘7 o’clock’ and seemingly intent on a collision course. It came breathtakingly
close before diving at the last minute resurfacing some way off the stern. The
journey back seemed to be parallel with the swell and was much easier, giving us
better views of a pod of Spinner Dolphins and the odd Flying Fish.
The afternoon was spent travelling up the east coast to the Yala National Park.
Next morning Land Rovers set-off at 6.00am into the park fringed by old dunes
enclosing a sandy habitat dominated by acacia scrub with scattered larger trees and
many ponds and lakes (tanks). Our major target today was to see Leopard and a
fleeting rear view of a disappearing young male had to suffice. Notable birds
included Grey-headed Fish Eagle and Malabar Pied Hornbill whilst butterfly
watching from the vehicle gave us Tawny Coster and Common Leopard.
Upon returning from the park the group walked from the hotel down a track
into a weedy field under a blisteringly hot sun. This area produced several good
species, including Plain and Common Tigers, African Babul Blue, and my pick
of the session, a solitary Pioneer. On our afternoon return visit to Yala we spotted
a second much more co-operative Leopard lying full length in a tree!
Day six started early again with another Yala drive. This is a truly superb park
with only 15% or so open to the public. On this trip we were able to dismount at a
couple of locations to obtain good views of the beautiful Dark Wanderer, a large
pierid with broad black borders enclosing Cambridge-blue uppersides, and at the
second stop, on the banks of a wide, shallow, clear river, a Common Mormon was
intently taking nutrients alongside a patch of pierids.
A change of habitat was chosen for the afternoon, the wetlands of the
Debarawewa Tank where a Black Bittern caused much excitement and where an
Indian Pitta was also glimpsed. The final stop of the day was at another tank at
Tissa to wait for the dusk departure of thousands of Fruit Bats from their ancient
roosting Rain Trees. During the wait a couple of Plain Tiger larvae were found on
Calotropis gigantea.
On our way to the central highlands the next day we stopped to stretch our legs
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at Ella which also turned out to be an excellent butterfly spot. The
cobbled car park was dampened by some dubious moisture but
attracted clouds of pierids, some interesting blues and nymphalids, and
a Yamfly was seen on a nearby creeper. But the star of the show was a
Tawny Rajah tucking into a piece of sustenance oblivious to the
paparazzi gathered around.
A roadside stop towards Horton Plains in a wooded area the
following morning allowed us to ’scope to locate a Common Evening
Brown way off in the undergrowth. The extensive forestation was
pleasing to see as we eventually reached the plateau, our destination for
today at 7,000 feet. But this was not before Mike and Wicky spotted a
Banded Peacock from the bus and despite a rapid stop and mass exit from the
minibus it was nowhere to be seen.
Unable to stray off road for reasons of conservation and the presence of
Leopards our walk stayed on the traffic-free tarmac road through light woodland.
Maureen, a keen walker, was particularly pleased to know that the entire group
would always be somewhere nearby on the road! A Blue Admiral spotted by
Maurice and Barbara brought up the butterfly ton and even though it dashed off into
the trees we saw enough to whet the appetite for more.
The route to our next destination took us out from the St Andrew’s Hotel at
Nuwara Eliya past the long lake and through the immaculate market gardens in the
valley to the lovely Hakgala Botanical Gardens. Despite its promising first
impression, butterflies were ‘few and far between’ apart from a mass migration to
the north-east of whites, Lesser Albatrosses we think.
Wasting no time to savour the last couple of hours of daylight at our latest hotel,
the Hunas Falls, in converted tea plantation buildings high up in the central hills,
the stroll produced a Red Pierrot, and a Plum Judy guarding a path through the
shrubbery. A small group of Plum-headed Parakeets announced themselves noisily
in the trees. Later, in the bar, and appropriately on Oscar’s night too, we conferred
the award of ‘Honorary Member of the Butterfly Society’ on an unprepared Liz for
her contribution as a skilled telescope operative and Mike proudly presented her
with a commemorative copy of The Comma.
The following morning we strolled up a tarmac path through low bushes and
trees towards a radio station on a summit in the Knuckles Range around 4,000 feet.
Much time was spent identifying Bushbrowns and Treebrowns, various skippers
and blues. Low cloud rolled past us at the bend near the top, reminiscent of the Lake
District! On the way back, however, Mike and I pursued a Red Pierrot up to the
bend again where it pushed several times into the wind before successfully
negotiating the elements and pausing for a while to recover enabling us to get some
decent shots. Barbara and Maurice made me envious with close-ups of a basking
Blue Admiral that somehow I managed to miss.
With the trip now pretty much over, we made a ‘pit stop’ at
Ukuwela on the way to the final hotel and spotted a new species
of blue, the Apefly, fussing about on a small leguminous shrub
edging the plot. After lunch, for a final butterfly fling, some
local waste ground across from the hotel in Negombo rewarded
us with an Indian Skipper and, best of all, in a banana
plantation close-up shots of a Common Jezebel. Dinner was
taken under the stars at the edge of the ocean accompanied by
traditional music and song, a perfect finale to another of Mike’s
superb tours. At the end of it all, we had identified 109 of the
234 species of butterfly known from Sri Lanka and the birders
had chalked up an impressive list totalling 179.

Common Bluebottle

Common Cerulean

Common Hedge Blue
Blue Admiral (Barbara
Higginbotham)
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Dates for your diary
April 16 (Fri) - Wyre Forest Moth Group outdoor field meeting
Meet at 6.30pm at the Wyre Forest Visitor Centre car park (GR: SO750740) to drive along forest tracks to the
trapping site. Everyone welcome. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
May 1 (Sat) - Chaddesley Wood moth meeting
Meet at 7.30pm at Jubilee Gate (GR: SO914736). Contact: Mervyn Needham 01562 777461 or Alan Prior
0121 778 2973.
May 2 (Sun) - Tiddesley Wood open day
Open 10am-5pm. West Midlands branch will be having an information/display stall and providing guided
butterfly walks during the day. Craft stalls, homemade refreshments, children’s activities, live music.
Admission £3 adults, £1 children. More information www.worcswildlifetrust.co.uk
May 5 (Wed) - Prees Heath Common Reserve caterpillar hunt
Meet at 6.00pm on the access track off the A49 opposite the Steel Heath turning. Help to find the caterpillars
of the Silver-studded Blue as they feed on heather leaves and move over the ground, and are protected by black
ants. Contact: Stephen Lewis 07900 886809.
May 8 (Sat) - Ewyas Harold Reserve and Common
Walk to view Pearl-bordered Fritillaries. Meet 11.00am at northern end of Common (GR: SO382302)
adjacent to the cattle grid. Approach from Abbey Dore off B4347. Contact: Ian Hart 01981 510259.
May 8 - Moth identification and recording
Free event led by Norman Lowe at Hopton Wafers Village Hall, south Shropshire. Advance booking
essential via Laura Wiffen nmrs@butterfly-conservation.org or 01929 406009.
May 9 (Sun) - Monkwood Butterfly & Bluebell walk
Meet at 10.30am at the reserve car park off the Sinton Green / Monkwood Green road (GR: SO804606).
Adults £1.00, children 50p. Contact: George Groves 01905 620721 or 07989 474045.
May 15 (Sat) - Monkwood moth and bat night (NMN event)
The theme for National Moth Night is Moths and Bats. An evening of bat detecting as well as moth
recording. Meet at 7.00pm at the reserve car park on minor road between Sinton Green/Monkwood
Green (GR: SO804606). Contact: Mike Southall 01299 251467.
May 15 (Sat) - Moccas Deer Park moth and bat night (NMN event)
This is a public event at Moccas Deerk Park National Nature Reserve, Herefordshire (GR: SO347428)
starting at 7.00pm. Discover the special moths of this important site with veteran trees. Contact: Dave
Grundy 0121 446 5446.
May 15 (Sat) - Caterpillars, Bats and Moths at Prees Heath Common Reserve (NMN event)
From 7.00pm - Midnight. Meet on the access track off the A49 opposite the Steel Heath turning. We
will start with a hunt to find the caterpillars of the Silver-studded Blue attended by ants as they feed
on heather. Then, at around 8.30pm, there will be a walk to find and identify species of bats on the reserve,
with the help of the Shropshire Bat Group. Finally, moth trapping to see if we can add to the 110 species of
larger moths that have already been recorded on the reserve. Bring something to eat and drink. Contact:
Stephen Lewis 07900 886809.
May 15 (Sat) - Staffs Wildlife Trust and Staffs Bat Group at Highgate Common (NMN event)
Target species: Emperor Moth and Birch Mocha. Meet at 8.30pm at the new Staffordshire Trust Cory
Visitor Centre, Highgate Road, DY7 5BS. Contact: David Jackson 01902 344716, or Jeff or Katherine
Highgate reserve wardens on 01384 221798. Please bring along your trap and generator if you can.
May 15 (Sat) - (W1) Wyre Forest butterfly identification for beginners
The course takes place in the new Wyre Forest Discovery Centre in Callow Hill starting at 10.30am going on
to around 4.00pm. The course follows the successful format of last year with an indoor classroom session
followed by a outdoor field visit to the Forest to look at butterflies and other wildlife. Further details
obtainable by emailing louise.sutherland@forestry.fsi.gov.uk or by phoning 01299 269048.
May 15 (Sat) - Granville Country Park field visit
Meet at 12.00noon at the main Granville car park to see some of Telford’s specialities such as Dingy Skipper
and Green Hairstreak. Bring some lunch! Contact: Dr Jenny Joy 01952 249325.
May 21 (Fri) - Wyre Forest Moth Group outdoor field meeting
Meet at 7.00pm at the Wyre Forest Visitor Centre car park (GR: SO750740) to drive along forest tracks to the
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trapping site. Everyone welcome. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
May 23 (Sun) - (T1) An Introduction to Moth Trapping for Beginners
Introducing moth identification of easier moths, moth traps and books, in the new Wyre Forest Community
Discovery Centre, Worcestershire (GR: SO750740) 10am to 4pm. Maximum of 25 participants – booking
essential. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
June 5 (Sat) - Chaddesley Wood moth meeting
Meet at 8.30pm at Jubilee Gate (GR: SO914736). Contact: Mervyn Needham or Alan Prior.
June 12 - Recording moths and caterpillars by day
Free event led by Norman Lowe at Woolhope Village Hall and Haugh Wood, near Hereford. Advance
booking essential via Laura Wiffen nmrs@butterfly-conservation.org or 01929 406009.
June 18 (Fri) - Wyre Forest Moth Group outdoor field meeting
Meet at 8.00pm at the Wyre Forest Visitor Centre car park (GR: SO750740) to drive along forest tracks to the
trapping site. Everyone welcome. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
June 19 (Sat) - (W2) Wyre Forest butterfly identification for beginners
The course takes place in the new Wyre Forest Discovery Centre in Callow Hill starting at 10.30am going on
to around 4.00pm. The course follows the successful format of last year with an indoor classroom session
followed by a outdoor field visit to the Forest to look at butterflies and other wildlife. Further details
obtainable by emailing louise.sutherland@forestry.fsi.gov.uk or by phoning 01299 269048.
June 22 (Tues) - (T2) Moth identification training course
This course is for beginners and intermediates, looking at grassland moth species caught the night before at
Severn Valley Country Park, Alveley, Shropshire (GR: SO754840) 10am to 4pm. Maximum of 15 participants
– booking essential. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
June 23 (Wed) - Silver-studded Blue emergence hunt at Prees Heath Common Reserve
Meet at 8.00am. We will be looking for Silver-studded Blues freshly emerged from their pupal case resting
on the vegetation as they pump up their wings before they can fly. Contact: Stephen Lewis 07900 886809.
June 26 (Sat) - Butterflies and Beer field trip
The idea is to look for Black Hairstreaks in the morning at Glapthorn Cow Pasture, have lunch in the
Chequered Skipper pub at Ashton Wold (real ale!) then go on to somewhere else in the afternoon. Meet
at10.30am at the entrance/green lane opposite is TL006903. Park cars at the side of the green lane. Contact:
Mike Williams 01299 824860.
July 3 (Sat) - Chaddesley Wood moth meeting
Meet at 8.30pm at Jubilee Gate (GR: SO914736). Contact: Mervyn Needham or Alan Prior 0121 778 2973.
July 3 (Sat) - Prees Heath Common Reserve heathland re-creation
Meet at 2.00pm on the access track off the A49 opposite the Steel Heath turning for a guided walk around the
reserve to see Silver-studded Blue and also to learn more about the heathland re-creation work being carried
out by Butterfly Conservation. Contact: Stephen Lewis 07900 886809.
July 7 (Wed) - Prees Heath Common Reserve work party
Meet at 10.30am. Ragwort clearance by hand-pulling (gloves provided) and by using special forks. Bring
something to eat and drink. Contact: Stephen Lewis 07900 886809.
July 10 (Sat) - (W3) Wyre Forest butterfly identification for beginners
The course takes place in the new Wyre Forest Discovery Centre in Callow Hill starting at 10.30am going on
to around 4.00pm. The course follows the successful format of last year with an indoor classroom session
followed by a outdoor field visit to the Forest to look at butterflies and other wildlife. Further details
obtainable by emailing louise.sutherland@forestry.fsi.gov.uk or by phoning 01299 269048.
July 10 (Sat) - Aston Fields moth night
Meet at 8.30pm for this public event at the important Stafford Borough Council wetland site at Aston Fields,
Stafford. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
July 11 (Sun) - Monkwood butterfly walk
Meet at 10.30am at the reserve car park off the Sinton Green / Monkwood Green road (GR: SO804606).
Adults £1.00, children 50p. Target species: White Admiral. Contact: Mike Williams 01299 824860.
July 16 (Fri) - Wyre Forest Moth Group outdoor field meeting
Meet at 8.00pm at the Wyre Forest Visitor Centre car park (GR: SO750740) to drive along forest tracks to the
trapping site. Everyone welcome. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
July 17 (Sat) - White-letter Hairstreak and Six-belted Clearwing hunt
Joint event with South Staffordshire Naturalists at Baggeridge Country Park near Wolverhampton. Meet in
the main car park next to the Ranger’s office at 10.30am. Contact : David Jackson on 01902 344716. (Please
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Dates for your diary
note there is a £1.20 car parking charge which I will try to have waived.)
July 18 (Sun) - (T3) Moth identification training course
This course is for beginners and intermediates, looking at ancient woodland moth species caught the night
before at Woolhope Village Hall, Haugh Wood, Herefordshire (GR: SO611358) 10am to 4pm. Maximum of
15 participants – booking essential. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
July 18 (Sun) - Grafton Wood butterfly walk
Meet at 2.00pm at Grafton Flyford Church. Target species: White Admiral and Silver-washed Fritillary. The
walk will take about two hours and refreshments will be available in the village hall afterwards. Adults £2,
Children free. Contact: John Tilt 01386 792458.
July 24 (Sat) - Purple Hairstreak hunt at Highgate Common
Meet at 2.00pm - same meeting location as for May 15 event. Contact: David Jackson 01902 344716, or Jeff
and Katherine, Highgate reserve wardens on 01384 221798.
July 24 (Sat) - Moth trapping at Highgate Common
Meet at 8.30pm - same meeting location as for May 15 event. Contact: David Jackson on 01902 344716 or
the Highgate reserve Wardens on 01384 221798.
July 24 (Sat) - Cannon Hill Park moth night
Meet at 8.00pm for this public event at Cannon Hill Park, Birmingham (GR: SP066840) to discover the moths
of this important urban oasis. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
July 25 (Sun) - Annual Blackthorn Bash at Stock Green
Meet at 10.00am at Grafton Flyford Church. Morning’s work clearing blackthorn to benefit the Brown
Hairstreak followed by refreshments and afternoon walk. Please be punctual as we shall be driving on to the
work site. Contact: Mike Williams 01299 824860.
July 28 (Wed) - Prees Heath Common Reserve work party
Meet at 10.30am on the access track off the A49 opposite the Steel Heath turning. Ragwort clearance by handpulling (gloves provided) and by using special forks. Contact: Stephen Lewis 07900 886809.
August 7 (Sat) - Chaddesley Wood moth meeting
Meet at 8.00pm at Jubilee Gate (GR: SO914736). Contact: Mervyn Needham or Alan Prior 0121 778 2973.
August 7 (Sat) - Prees Heath Common Reserve moth night
8.00pm to midnight. Meet on access track off the A49 opposite Steel Heath turning. Contact Stephen Lewis.
August 8 (Sun) - (T4) Moth identification training course
This course is for beginners and intermediates, looking at heathland moth species caught the night before. The
John O’Leary Centre, Marquis Drive, Cannock Chase, Staffordshire (GR: SK006153). 10am to 4pm.
Maximum of 15 participants – booking essential. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
August 14 (Sat) - Brandon Marsh moth night
Meet at 7.00pm for this public event at Brandon Marsh, Warwickshire Wildlife Trust reserve (GR: SP386758)
to look for wetland moth specialities. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
August 20 (Fri) - Wyre Forest Moth Group outdoor field meeting
Meet at 7.30pm at the Wyre Forest Discovery Centre car park to drive along forest tracks to the trapping site.
Everyone welcome. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
August 29 (Sun) - Brown Hairstreak Day
Meet at 10.00am at Three Parishes Hall, Grafton Flyford (GR: SO962557) for morning walk in search of
Brown Hairstreaks, followed by homemade refreshments, displays and sales goods back at the village hall.
Contact: Mike Williams 01299 824860.
September 4 (Sat) - Chaddesley Wood moth meeting
Meet at 7.30pm at Jubilee Gate (GR: SO914736). Contact: Mervyn Needham 01562 777461 or Alan Prior.
September 13 (Mon) - (T5) Moth identification training course
This course is for beginners and intermediates, looking at leaf mines, Severn Valley Country Park, Alveley,
Shropshire (GR: SO754840) 10am to 4pm. Max. 25 participants - booking essential. Contact: Dave Grundy.
September 17 (Fri) - Wyre Forest Moth Group outdoor field meeting
Meet at 6.30pm at the Wyre Forest Discovery Centre car park to drive along forest tracks to the trapping site.
Everyone welcome. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
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WCBS continues in 2010
Tourist office
adopts Prees
Heath’s rare
butterfly

Shropshire Tourism, the
tourist marketing organisation
for the county, has a new
company logo – the Silverstudded Blue. This nationally
scarce butterfly can be found
at the Butterfly Conservation
nature reserve at Prees
Heath, near Whitchurch in
North Shropshire – its last
safe-haven in the region.
Claire Jones, Senior
Marketing Officer at
Shropshire Tourism said: “The
Shropshire Tourism team
spent quite some time
debating what logo could best
reflect the rural nature of our
destination and at the same
time be suitably eye-catching.
We were looking for
something memorable that
would mean something to
Shropshire. We all agreed that
the rare Silver-studded Blue
butterfly with its Shropshire
connection would be perfect!
Naturally, Shropshire Tourism
is also pleased to help raise
the profile of the Silverstudded Blue.” Stephen Lewis,
warden for the Prees Heath
site, added: “I am delighted to
see the Silver-studded Blue, a
nationally threatened species
given this kind of profile, and
hope that it leads to more
people visiting Prees Heath
Common Reserve to see the
butterflies.”
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The West Midlands branch is delighted that BC has decided to continue
the Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey (WCBS) again in 2010. Once
again this will be a collaborative project with the British Trust for
Ornithology and the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology.
The roll-out last year was a great success with 763 random 1km
squares sampled by over 600 surveyors. Fifteen squares were in the West
Midlands branch area. The squares were recorded almost equally by BC
and BTO volunteers, showing how important the partnership approach
has been. The results have given BC the first ever random sample of
butterflies in the UK and have established an important new baseline
from which to assess future trends.
The priority now is to re-survey these squares for at least the next two
years so that BC can determine trends in the wider countryside and see
whether they differ from transect trends.
The minimum requirement is two visits in the July/August period,
however, if a day in May/June can be added all the better.
David Jackson’s computer crashed last spring and all contact details
of volunteers were lost. Apologies from David to all who emailed their
details to him.
If you can visit a square please contact me and I will send you the full
details of the method and a draft letter to landowners, as access will need
to be sought where public rights of way alone do not cover all the
required route.
Please see The Comma issue No.71 Spring 2009 for a list of the 15
squares. Additional squares we need volunteers to survey are:
SJ6239
SO2938
SO4837
SO6575
SO8987

Dorstone, Herefordshire
Belmont, Hereford
Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire
Wordsley, Stourbridge, West Midlands
Market Drayton, Shropshire

Jim Cresswell
jcbcwm@gmail.com

Wild Monarch chase in Midlands

This lovely ‘Monarch’
caused a bit of a stir
when it was discovered
in the Northfield area of
Birmingham in March.
Sadly, it didn’t fly in
from North America or
even the Canary Islands.
On closer examination it
turned out to be a
student’s work of art!
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