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Wormwood
in focus

Wormwood larva (Patrick
Clement)

This issue’s stunning
cover photograph was
taken by Patrick
Clement and features
The Wormwood moth
larva feeding on
Wormwood (the plant)
Artemesia absinthium.
The moth and its larva
may be found on brownfield sites across the
West Midlands. Patrick
invites us not to writeoff brown-field sites in
his article on Page 11.

Copy deadline

Following my comments in the last issue on the ‘Painted Lady Year’ 2009
I have since learned that this super migrant butterfly even made it to
Iceland! Also some observers recorded reverse migration back towards
the continent from various coastal locations in the UK during the
Autumn.
I attended the National AGM at Winchester
in November and am very pleased to report that,
following nomination by the Branch, the Society
presented Mike Williams with an Outstanding
Volunteer Award. You can read more about
Mike’s achievements and his 30-plus years of
contributions to BC on Pages 4 and 5.
The Branch AGM held at Grafton Flyford
Church Hall on 5 December was attended by 50
members. Joy Stevens has kindly covered this
event in her summary on Pages 5 and 6.
Award: Mike Williams

Last Summer’s weather is a blast from the past
Our Branch website has a selection of newsletters and, from Issues
Nos. 1 and 2, I gleaned information about the very first Branch AGM
which was followed by members’ slides and was held on 6 December
1980 at the Risen Christ Church Hall, Wyken Croft, Coventry. In those
days of the 28 members only eight came from outside Warwickshire.
Membership fees then were 50p for an adult and 25p for a child. This
entitled you to two newsletters and to participate in field trips and branch
events. The newsletter included Local News for 1979/80 penned by Mike
Williams, with certain similarities to the past three years’ weather
conditions:
“It is not often that a British Summer has proved a notable exception.
Throughout the West Midlands members report a highly satisfactory
season with butterfly numbers well up on the previous two years, and in
some instances approaching the drought of 1976. Anyone who doubts the
excellence of the season should consider two facts. Firstly, Bob Sim a
Worcester member, who keeps a careful record of his sightings, observed
butterflies on the wing for no less than 91 consecutive days, beginning on
1 July, and, secondly, out of the Branch’s planned series of field trips –

The deadline for
editorial contributions
to the Spring edition
of The Comma is
31 March 2010.
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Chat from the Chair
only one was lost to the weather. A member present on all of our days out would
have seen 35 species!”

Any conservation issues you would like raised?
If members wish to let me have any suggestions or recommendations on
conservation issues relating to Lepidoptera, for me to take for discussion to the
group, please contact me beforehand. The Branch Committee normally meets in
January and September. Lastly very many thanks to all who have supported the
Society and Branch over the past year.

Data Inputer(s) urgently required
Your ongoing record submissions are very important to us. Please submit
your records to Nigel Stone if you have not already done so.
You can download a copy of a Butterfly Recording Form from our Branch
website (www.westmidlands-butterflies.org.uk).
Nigel is still seeking a willing volunteer(s) to either take over /assist him
with computer inputting. If anyone has spare time to help with this extremely
valuable task and wishes to discuss getting involved please contact him either
by phone on: 02476 335189, or by e-mail:- njstone@hotmail.com

By David Jackson

Work out at work parties
Winter work parties are taking place on our reserves and important sites, so
why not come along and help out – we would love to have more members
assisting in managing sites for important species. See the diary dates on
Pages 28 and 29.
David Jackson
11 Hyperion Drive, Penn, Wolverhampton WV4 5QW.

‘His Majesty’ benefits from cold weather
Matthew Oates, of the National Trust, has been reported as saying
that while the UK did not bask in the ‘barbecue summer’ promised
by the Met Office in 2009, the weather was better than the previous
two years.
A third ‘rotten’ summer would have done serious damage to
even more species, he added.
Purple Emperors are among the species to have benefited
from the coldest winter for years, allowing them to hibernate as
caterpillars to emerge strongly in the summer.
Painted Lady butterflies were also seen migrating in their
millions and it was a good year for Seven-spot Ladybirds.
“Many insects managed to hibernate properly, instead of being
constantly woken up by unseasonably mild days,” said Matthew.
“2009 has stopped the rot and a lot of wildlife has started to get
its way back up the ladder – but we still need a good summer in
2010.”
(Photo: Andrew Daw)
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Volunteering award for branch founder
As the 30th anniversary of the West Midlands Branch
draws to a close, congratulations go to Mike
Williams who received Butterfly Conservation’s
Outstanding Volunteer Award at the recent national
AGM held in Winchester.
In 1979, Mike and Terry Green (who the Branch
has sadly lost contact with) formed the first Butterfly
Conservation branch in the UK. The branch area then
encompassed
Worcestershire,
Herefordshire,
Shropshire, Staffordshire, Gloucestershire and
Warwickshire plus the Birmingham and Black
Country conurbation – an amazing geographical
spread of counties to cover! Gloucestershire and
Warwickshire members later felt it was appropriate
to ‘hive off’, which leaves us today with a Branch
membership of nearly 700 spread across the
remaining counties.
Since the emergence of our Branch, Mike has
been instrumental on many fronts and at various
levels from the original Branch Organiser,
Newsletter Editor and later Conservation Officer to
oracle on all matters pertaining to conservation
initiatives. Mike has played a significant role in the
acquisition of nature reserves across the region
including the acquisition of the Society’s first ever
reserve at Monkwood in 1986. Throughout the
nineties, he was closely involved, along with Jenny
Joy, in the team fighting to protect Prees Heath,
Shropshire from gravel extraction proposals, and
today the site survives as the unique middle-England
colony of Silver-studded Blues. West Midlands
branch led a campaign to raise money for the
acquisition of the heath and, after years of
determined effort, the Society eventually succeeded
in acquiring this site through a major grant. Now it is
a BC reserve and is undergoing large-scale heathland
restoration.
Over the past three decades, Mike has
enthusiastically devoted his time and skills working
with the various networks of conservation volunteers
and supporters in furthering the Society’s aims. He
remains closely involved with nature reserves in
Worcestershire, attending work parties and also
sitting on reserves committees, which he helped to
form in partnership with the County Wildlife Trust,
where reserves are part owned/managed, after his
involvement in their establishment.
More recently, Mike with Dr Jenny Joy coordinated the publication of the latest West Midlands
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Mike is presented with the Outstanding Volunteer
Award by national Chairman Maurice Avent.

Regional Action Plan for our most vulnerable
butterflies and moths. It is a superbly produced
conservation tool. Mike is still a member of the
branch committee and is the Brown Hairstreak
Species Champion for the butterfly’s regional
populations in Worcestershire. In this role, he has
organised a frequent e-mail newsletter which is
distributed to a committed band of ‘Brown
Hairstreakers’, who have made tremendous strides in
expanding our regional knowledge of the distribution
of this lovely butterfly by monitoring the populations
discovered during organised winter egg counts.
He has also been involved in developing the
concept of Landscape Area Champions in the Branch
as a network of local volunteers to support the work
of regional staff in key areas for butterflies and
moths. Mike is the Landscape Area Champion for the
marvellous Wyre Forest.
As well as work at branch level, Mike has been
active with Butterfly Conservation nationally and for
many years was Chairman of the national
Conservation Committee. He is currently Vice-Chair
of the European Interests Group and has helped
organise conservation projects in Hungary and other
countries to protect rare species. These have often
been successful in raising the profile of butterflies
and moths and the boundaries of a protected area
were enlarged by the Hungarian authorities in
response to a report produced as part of the project.

Outside of Butterfly Conservation, he organises and
leads butterfly tours abroad and forges links in
foreign climes ranging from Borneo to Mexico.
This year, to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of our
Branch, he worked with Roger Wasley in the
publication of the superb booklet ‘30 Butterfly Walks
in the West Midlands’. In my ten years or so on
Committee, and notwithstanding the occasional

squall, he has overseen and guided us with a firm
hand on the tiller. Branch members and I
wholeheartedly extend our thanks to Mike, in the
hope that he can look back with great satisfaction
over the many conservation successes and butterfly
assets he has helped to create.
David Jackson
Branch Chairman

Summary of AGM - 5 December 2009

Attendance numbers were high for this year’s AGM at Grafton Church Hall. The Chairman, David Jackson,
opened the meeting reflecting on the West Midlands Branch 30th anniversary year and recalling items
appearing in the first newsletter produced in 1979. Mike Williams was involved in setting up the branch and
is still serving on the Committee today. By way of recognition of his contribution to Butterfly Conservation,
Mike Williams had been presented with BC's Outstanding Volunteer Award at the recent national AGM for his
work over the years. It is interesting to note that 1979, like 2009, was recorded in the first newsletter as a
bumper year for butterflies.

Presentation of accounts
Andy Littley presented the financial report for the eight months to end November 2009 together with the
income and expenditure account for the year ended 31 March 2009. Major expenditure had been the cost of
the 30 Butterfly Walks in the West Midlands booklet produced to celebrate our 30th anniversary, which was
the main reason for the excess of expenditure over income. It was hoped that the sale of the booklet would
prove a major fundraiser in time. The branch was grateful to the Forestry Commission and Shropshire Wildlife
Trust for their contribution towards the costs totalling £1,700.
Conservation expenditure had been lower than budgeted, a major reason being that Grafton Wood had been
self-financing by generating income, mainly through the sale of timber. Membership had increased and funds
were healthy, but it was pointed out that branch should consider further means of fundraising and suggestions
were invited from the membership.

Report of Conservation Officer
This was presented by Mike Southall who drew attention in particular to the remarkable Painted Lady
invasion and the general increase in numbers of butterflies across the species.
May saw the official opening of our latest reserve at Ewyas Harold in Herefordshire, where there is a strong
colony of Pearl-bordered Fritillary. The day of the official opening was memorable partly because of the
appalling weather but more especially because of the single Grizzled Skipper spotted using an orchid as an
umbrella – it is doubtful if a single butterfly has ever received so much attention!
Regular work parties had been run at the various reserves in the region. Access and work had proved
problematic in Staffordshire due to a fungal disease affecting the heather and bilberries on Cannock Chase.
In Worcestershire, hedge flailing continued to be an issue. Additionally, despite the extensive work carried
out at Monkwood Reserve, it appeared that the colony of Wood White had been lost. The management
committee were investigating the reasons behind this loss and the possibility of re-introducing the species to
the reserve would need careful consideration and planning.
In the Wyre Forest group of volunteers continued to carry out good work benefiting the populations of
butterflies there.
Unfortunately, no High Brown Fritillary had been positively identified at the site in the Malverns but it
was planned to renew efforts to locate this species next summer. There had also been four unconfirmed
sightings of HBF at Bringsty Common, Hereford, which needed further investigation.
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Summary of AGM (continued)
Thanks were extended to all who attended the work parties – details of future dates will be printed in
The Comma.

Chariman’s Report
The Chairman’s report also included mention of the official opening of Ewyas Harold reserve which had
been performed by Maurice Avent and Dr. Martin Warren.
Brown Hairstreak had received a welcome PR boost by way of a story line in the Radio 4 series,
The Archers which is loosely set in Worcestershire, within the range of the BH colony. It was hoped that this
theme would be developed further over the coming months.
Dave Jackson extended thanks to everyone who had contributed in any way to the work of the branch. For
2010, he suggested the following species as particular targets for action: Small Tortoiseshell, Small Heath,
High Brown Fritillary and Wall Brown.
He also requested that all outstanding records be sent to Nigel Stone as soon as possible.
Moths
Dave Jackson commented on information he had received regarding an up-date on Moths Count, the HLFfunded project run by Head Office, and gave details of a meeting at Birmingham and Midlands Institute on
23 January 2010. Various issues were being discussed, details should appear on the website.
National Moth Night would take place on 15 May with the theme of moths and bats.
Following on from work carried out in 2009, Dave suggested the following target species for particular
attention in 2010: Chalk Carpet, Argent & Sable and Silurian.
Suggestions were invited from the membership for locations for moth trapping events.
Re-election of officers
At the meeting the following officers were all re-elected to Committee:
Andy Littley (Hon Treasurer)
Dean Fenton
Jim Cresswell
Nigel Stone
Trevor Bucknall

Guest speakers
After a short break for refreshments, the meeting was concluded with presentations from two guest
speakers, the first an informative talk from Nick Williams on his role as Midlands Fritillaries Officer and the
second an entertaining look at “Moths – Up Close and Personal” from Patrick Clement.
Joy Stevens
Branch Secretary
30 YEARS of saving

butterflies, moths
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ts in the West Midlan
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Worcestershire libraries order our walks guide
The Worcestershire County Libraries service has ordered copies of ‘30 Butterfly
Walks in the West Midlands’ to go in all its main libraries. Branch members are
urged to check their own local library to see if they would like to buy a copy.
The Branch has sold hundreds of copies of the booklet, but we need to secure
even more sales to break even on the venture. If you haven’t ordered your copy yet –
or you know someone who would enjoy a copy as a gift – send a cheque for £5.95,
made payable to ‘Butterfly Conservation West Midlands Branch’ to:
Mike Williams, 2 Dewberry Close, Stourport, Worcestershire, DY13 8TB.

s
30 Butterfly Walk ds
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in the West Midl
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Making the most of transect statistics
John Tilt’s excellent article in the last edition of The Comma has encouraged me to take a look in more detail
at the transect in Chaddesley Wood, where I am the recorder. At the moment the figures are forwarded to John,
who collates them and passes them on to Butterfly Conservation, so that a national view can be produced. I feel
that a lot can be done with this information locally as well.
My main motivation for walking the Chaddesley Woods Transect is more local than national. As butterflies
are a widely accepted indicator species, they can be used to show the general state of the wood. The next
problem is how to do this, you cannot just compare one year with another as there are many other variables,
especially the weather. I specifically remember one year when the work party had done a large amount of work,
but the butterfly total was roughly the same as the previous years. It was only when I talked to other people
and I found out that elsewhere the transect totals had actually dropped that I realized we had had a positive
effect.
The obvious comparison is, of course, with other reserves. Garth Lowe’s very useful recent article on Knapp
and Papermill was my obvious first choice, followed by some figures from other reserves provided by John
Tilt. These sources are useful but only give you an overview of the state of each reserve. What we really want
is to know the state of each section of the transect. We can then carry out further work where necessary.
The best method I decided was to show each section’s results as a percentage of that year’s total. I also
excluded Black Meadow (section 2) as this would also skew the results. Results for 1993-2009 are as follows:
SECTIONS AS A PERCENTAGE OF THE WOOD’S TOTAL 1993-2009
YEAR

SECTION
1

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009

19.63%
19.73%
12.21%
22.72%
20.60%
21.06%
15.76%
18.49%
27.26%
19.56%
27.02%
21.19%
25.07%
26.97%
24.14%
32.49%

2.39%
2.13%
3.20%
2.59%
2.24%
1.28%
0.78%
0.70%
2.04%
1.53%
3.71%
3.34%
3.58%
2.00%
3.42%
2.02%

8.99%
15.67%
19.41%
18.52%
14.48%
11.54%
6.42%
20.31%
13.27%
17.20%
15.75%
10.01%
15.84%
13.90%
6.64%
5.35%

13.39%
17.21%
16.89%
10.12%
9.40%
6.78%
9.53%
7.70%
11.66%
7.63%
8.96%
10.01%
6.61%
13.90%
5.43%
4.04%

0.55%
1.35%
1.48%
0.62%
0.60%
0.55%
3.70%
3.50%
5.69%
4.02%
2.69%
4.64%
3.44%
4.00%
3.82%
3.83%

11.01%
5.22%
6.28%
8.40%
7.46%
12.82%
14.98%
4.90%
6.85%
12.34%
4.23%
9.29%
4.68%
5.30%
9.66%
5.15%

9.91%
11.22%
11.42%
9.01%
11.64%
10.44%
15.18%
16.39%
9.91%
12.07%
11.78%
12.63%
10.88%
11.07%
18.91%
17.36%

28.26%
21.66%
22.26%
21.98%
24.63%
27.84%
27.24%
19.61%
17.93%
22.05%
23.18%
25.40%
24.38%
19.20%
22.94%
23.41%

5.87%
5.80%
6.85%
6.05%
8.96%
7.69%
6.42%
8.40%
5.39%
3.61%
2.69%
3.48%
5.51%
3.65%
5.03%
6.36%

AVE.

22.12%

2.31%

13.33%

9.96%

2.78%

8.04%

12.49% 23.25%

5.74%

From this you can see that sections 4, 5 and 7 have declined, which confirmed my existing suspicions.
Section 4 had become too shady, while 7 is now covered with bracken. Section 5 I’m not worried about as the
area has been coppiced and the butterflies have spread out. We now know that sections 4 and 7 need further
work.
Finally, as statistics are not my strong point, has anybody got any ideas of other useful ways of analyzing
our transect results? I would be very interested to hear them.
Steve Harper (sharper14@blueyonder.co.uk)
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Unusual head-on view
of Frosted Orange.

It’s start, stop
start at Crown
East Wood

Moth trapping can
be so unpredictable,
writes Alan Prior.
Take 27 September
last year when I set
up two MV traps and
an actinic at Crown
East Wood, a 10acre private site just
off the A44 west of
Worcester.
The conditions
couldn’t have been
better and the night
started off well. But
then, after a while, it
all went quiet for
about three hours
before the rush
started again.
One suggestion
is that, at this time of
year, moths nectar
on ivy berries. What
do you think?
That night my
haul of 85 moths
included 27 species.

Dusky Thorn.

8

Exmoor Ponies arrive at Ewyas
Harold Meadows Reserve
Clover and Lucerne settle in on Ewyas Harold Reserve. (Ian Hart)

On 3 December two Exmoor Ponies, an
11-year-old mare named Clover and her
two-year-old daughter Lucerne, arrived
to take up residence on the Ewyas
Harold Meadows Reserve and the
adjacent 125-acre Common in a joint
initiative
between
Butterfly
Conservation and the Herefordshire
Commons Project, run by the
Herefordshire Nature Trust.
The ponies have arrived courtesy of Mr & Mrs Dai Thomas from
Breconshire, who are the Exmoor Pony Society representatives in Wales.
Exmoors, which have directly descended from herds that roamed the West
Country in the Ice Age, are renowned conservation grazers. They have
attributes which encompass strength and stamina, courage and constitution,
character and intelligence and hardiness and adaptability, and they have a
proven record of improving the structure of grassland. This should prove a boon
to increasing the numbers and diversity of plants and invertebrates of all kinds
and will be especially beneficial in controlling the advance of scrub and provide
breeding niches for the endangered Pearl-bordered Fritillary (above).
Two more ponies are expected to arrive shortly and, if these settle well, it is
hoped to increase the numbers over time.
Ian Hart, Reserve Manager
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Joy’s delight as The Archers’ Lynda Snell
finds Brown Hairstreak in Ambridge!
We reveal the link between Lynda Snell… the Brown Hairstreak… and our branch secretary Joy Stevens.

West Midlands branch secretary Joy
“I submitted the idea back in February
Stevens found herself on the same
and heard nothing other than an
wavelength as her favourite radio
acknowledegement. But in September,
show, The Archers, after submitting a
much to my delight, one of the characters,
story idea involving the rare Brown
Lynda Snell, spotted a Brown Hairstreak
Hairstreak butterfly.
in the Ambridge Memorial Gardens,” said
Joy, an avid listener of the longJoy. “Later that episode she explained to
running Radio 4 serial, was delighted
some dinner guests, the habit of the males
when mention of the elusive species
to congregate at the top of assembly trees
was aired just months after she had
– usually ash.”
contacted the programme suggesting it
The mention has caused quite a stir
would make a good local storyline.
with the Brown Hairstreak even making it
By Jackie Davis – our
In fact, by coincidence, the makers roving reporter tunes in
on to the homepage of The Archers
of the programme had already decided to latest BBC storyline
website where there is information about
to feature the Brown Hairstreak before
its links with “Archer’s country” and the
hearing from Joy. But she is, nevertheless, thrilled
work of Butterfly Conservation. Members and
that it made the show.
Archers fans have also been speculating on how the
“Whatever the inspiration for the storyline, it’s
story could develop.
great publicity for the Brown Hairstreak and
Vanessa Whitburn, editor of The Archers, said:
Butterfly Conservation,” she said. “Listeners to The
“We love getting ideas from listeners and are very
Archers will be aware that the inspiration for the
keen on including storylines that have a local
setting of this every day tale of country folk is
relevance. It was a great coincidence that a Butterfly
Worcestershire. The heart of the Ambridge
Conservation member should suggest this particular
community is the Bull which is modelled on the pub
storyline because it is something I have been working
in Inkberrow within the range of the Brown
on getting into the programme for the last couple of
Hairstreak.
years.
“It therefore occurred to me that this would
“I was told about the Brown Hairstreak when I
provide a great storyline to bring this elusive, if
met a producer from the BBC’s Natural History Unit
frustrating, butterfly to the attention of the wider
at an event and was very interested because it is
public and highlight the initiatives available to the
mainly seen in the area where The Archers is set. I’m
farming community for hedgerow management.
delighted that it has caused such interest.”
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New guide to Wyre’s beautiful butterflies

Dr Jenny Joy - BC’s
Senior Regional Officer
for the West Midlands

10

A new guide on how to identify butterflies in the Wyre Forest and where to find
them has been produced as part of Grow With Wyre’s Back to Orange project
which is being jointly run by Butterfly Conservation and the Forestry Commission.
The leaflet includes an identification chart in full colour showing all 34 species
of butterfly found in the Forest. The text was written by Mike Williams and
Rosemary Winnall but credit for the design and layout goes to Steve Cheshire, a
BC member from Warks. These leaflets are available priced at 50p per copy at the
Wyre Forest Visitor Centre or by post from Mike Williams, Annesbrook,
2 Dewberry Close, Stourport, Worcs, DY13 8TB at £1/copy to include postage and
packing. Please make cheques/postal orders payable to Butterfly Conservation
(West Midlands branch). Sales are going well, but Mike has plenty of spare copies.
Wyre is one of the best sites nationally for butterflies and well over half of the
UK’s species have been found there. The site is particularly important for its
fritillary butterflies, some of which are in serious decline in other parts of the
country. Butterfly Conservation’s Senior Regional Officer for the West Midlands,
Dr Jenny Joy, said: “This is the first
time that a guide has been produced
specifically on the butterflies of the
Wyre Forest. It is a very important
site and a lot of work is planned in the
coming years to enhance and extend
the special habitats on which these
species depend. I hope that the new
leaflet will raise awareness of
butterflies in the Forest and
encourage more people to record
them.”
The Back to Orange project is part
of the Grow With Wyre Landscape
Partnership Scheme with funding
from the Heritage Lottery Fund and
SITA Trust. Grow with Wyre was set
up to help restore the unique
landscape of Wyre, celebrate its rich
working history and help protect rare
species like butterflies. This £4
million scheme led by the Forestry
Commission is made up of 18
projects, covering biodiversity,
community involvement, access,
local history, economic regeneration
and education.
For more information about the
Grow With Wyre Landscape
Partnership Scheme visit the special
website:
www.forestry.gov.uk/growwithwyre
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Don’t write off our brown-field sites
From a wildlife watching point of view, living in the County of West Midlands
has never struck me as being a great advantage. However, an invitation from
Richard Southwell to visit some of ‘his’ brown-field sites, last summer, was a
revelation, with an abundance of botanical interest and associated Lepidoptera.
All credit to Richard for seeking out and surveying these, often unattractive,
derelict industrial sites with their rubbish, broken glass and graffiti.
The old concrete floors and piles of rubble from demolished factories
provide conditions perhaps more akin to areas of rocky limestone and some
plants flourish here which might be difficult to find in the wider countryside.
Wormwood is a classic example and while The Wormwood moth is quite
difficult to see as an adult, the larva is easy to find on the plants during
September.
Our tour took us through a modern industrial estate, close to the Merry Hill
shopping centre, where several Marbled White butterflies could be seen on a
grassy bank. Seventy had been counted the previous week – I felt a little
ashamed I was unaware of their presence, just a few miles from my home.
The ‘jewel in the crown’ was a derelict steel works near the Burnt Tree traffic
island on the A4123 near Dudley. The large site consisted of a huge mound of
waste from the steel making process, which was obviously the perfect growing
medium for a stunning mix of wild flowers and garden escapes. Sweeping a net
through the masses of Oxeye Daisies produced many Dichrorampha alpinana
and a few D. aeratana, a new species for me. Richard had previously recorded
Green Hairstreak butterflies on an area of broom but on this visit it was the
Burnet Companion moths that were present in huge numbers. As we walked
though drifts of Bird’s-foot Trefoil, every step would cause four or five of these
moths to rise into the air. In one area there were more Bee Orchids than I had
ever seen and elsewhere Southern Marsh Orchids were found.
There were even breeding Skylarks at this site and all this in the heart of the
Black Country surrounded by roads, houses and factories.
Return visits slightly later in the summer and using pheromones attracted
Six-belted Clearwing at every site where the food plant, Bird’s-foot Trefoil,
was present.

Burnet Companion.

By Patrick Clement

Dichrorampha alpinana
(Patrick Clement)

Six-belted Clearwing.

The former Stuart Crystal glass works: a haven for lepidoptera.
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Poem: The Heath - Infancy
Turned upside-down your soil is now pure,
Buried – the chemicals, muck and manure.
Machines have returned you to heathland once more,
Releasing your spirit, letting it soar,
Responding to management, teamwork and vision,
You’re gathering pace, you’ve made it your mission
To nurture the flowering shoots of young heather,
Planted and sown disregarding the weather
By a lot of kind folk armed with tools in the fall
United in purpose and answering your call.

By Janet Vernon - a new
member of Butterfly
Conservation, but a
committed supporter
of conservation work at
Prees Heath Common
Reserve in Shropshire

Your wildflower meadow, lovingly sown
Enjoyed summer glory but now is windblown
Scattering delicate seeds far and near,
To provide for the insects and birds come next year.
Your resident jewel – small butterfly blue
Was starring the heather this summer on cue.
With soft hues of autumn your trees are now kissed
And your mornings obscured by chill autumn mist,
Your beauty – now fading to see winter through
Will emerge in the springtime all fresh, bright and new.
In wintry slumbers perhaps you will dream
A coveted wish with a watery theme,
A shimmering pond will be yours very soon,
Glinting in sunshine, reflecting the moon.
There’ll be tadpoles and newts and grass snakes that slither,
And dragonflies darting hither and thither.
May your dreams be sweet as you sleepily lie
Beneath your seemingly endless sky.
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Egg-citing fun switching to digital
Since upgrading to a digital SLR a couple of years ago – a Sony A350 with a
Sigma 105mm macro lens – I have become increasingly interested in trying to
photograph very small things, especially butterfly eggs. So far, I have
concentrated on the Hairstreaks. Both Purple and Brown Hairstreak eggs are
easily found in the winter if you examine their foodplants in an area where the
species is known to be. Both show up brightly white against the branches. Sadly,
Blue Tits are also well aware of this! White-letter is more difficult, but can be
found, with some perseverance, on south-facing branches of flowering Elm.
Black Hairstreak would appear to be approaching impossible, unless one is
fortunate enough to watch a female egg-laying in June. I looked for several
hours in a good, known area and only managed to find a couple of dozen Brown
Hairstreak eggs! I shall spend some time in the spring watching for Green
Hairstreaks egg-laying, and hopefully have some photos for another time.
Initially, I used a Sony close-up lens (VCL – M3358 x2) and some extension
tubes, but this set-up was not capable of producing really sharp images that
could be blown up to A4 size. At one stage, I was so disappointed with my
efforts that I was almost persuaded to invest in a new full-frame camera to
improve the resolution. The problem seemed to be that the image on the sensor
was still too tiny and I realised that I was just asking too
much of the camera. Eventually, I managed to find a
professional 10x close-up lens (an Opteka), in the
States. This was duly ordered from Amazon US - $29,
but outrageous postal charges, so beware! Teamed with
68mm of extension tubes and a couple of flash guns (a
Metz ring-flash – 15 MS-1, and a Sony HVL F 42 AM),
there seemed some hope. The biggest problem now was
focussing. Although the Sony has ‘live view’ – a
‘must’, I think, for this sort of photography – focussing
was still very hit and miss, as the image on the screen
was not very clear at this magnification. The egg is
only about 3cm from the lens and the depth of field is
less than 1mm even at f11! I lie the camera on a
smooth, firm table and set the branch with the egg in a
clip, which can be moved backwards and forwards. I
then take several shots, moving the clip minutely each
time. A flash unit is set to each side and electronically
fired (TTL metering is essential). It is still not possible
to get the whole egg in focus, but the middle position is
just about acceptable. These photographs were taken at
ISO 100 and f18, using 68mm of extension tubes, the
Sony and Opteka lenses in tandem, the x2 smart
teleconverter built into the camera and flashguns set to
either side of the subject with diffusing tissue to soften
the light. It’s early days yet and if anyone can offer any
further advice, I would be very interested to hear from
them.
I have found that this is a compelling aspect of
butterflying and gives something constructive to do
during the long winter months.

By Tony Moore
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Moths galore at Chaddesley Wood in 2009

By Alan Prior

Great Oak Beauty
(Alan Prior)

During 2009, eleven visits were made to Chaddesley Wood, part of an extensive
woodland area in Worcestershire that can be traced as far back as the early 13th
century. Apart from the Wyre Forest, the Chaddesley Woods complex is the
largest block of woodland in the county. Its unusual geology gives rise to a
range of soil types which in turn support a rich variety of plants and habitats.
Streams, ponds and meadow add to the diversity of this remarkable reserve. It
is held on a long lease from Natural England and has been designated as a
National Nature Reserve, one of only five in Worcestershire. It has probably
been forested since the last ice age.
We were unlucky with the weather, which was generally disappointing. The
first visit followed the successful Garden Moth Scheme AGM, which was held
at the local village hall. The evening proved equally successful as the four traps
recorded over 600 moths. Dotted Chestnut proved to be the March highlight
as 800 moths of 24 species were recorded.
April’s visit was on a cold clear night but 28 species were still recorded. In
May, 75 species were recorded with Silver Cloud and
Nut-tree Tussock being highlights. A windy, rainy
visit in June produced a disappointing 32 species.
However, Devon Carpet was a good find.
The highlight of the year was in July, as among the
151 species was the first Great Oak Beauty recorded
in the area since 1968 – appropriately in a trap under an
Oak tree! Two clear and unusually cold nights for
August meant only 60 and 28 species being recorded
respectively. However, the now expected Purple
Hairstreak did make its annual appearance at a trap.
I managed to make one visit at the end of
September, which proved worthwhile as 32 species
were found. Surprisingly, Red-line Quaker proved to
be a new one for the wood. A similar outcome at the start of October was
pleasing. This time both Sallow and Orange Sallow were recorded for the first
time at Chaddesley. The last visit of the year in November produced over 100
moths of 16 species. Among
them were seasonal favourites
December
Moth
and
Sprawler.
Overall, 310 species were
found throughout the year
with 14 being new for the
wood. The species list now
stands at 695. A big Thank
You to everybody who has
contributed to the moth
recording efforts. Hopefully,
it’s been a lot of fun and you
will return in 2010 to make a
difference, again!
Eyed Hawk-moth (Alan Prior)
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October mothing at Tiddesley
By Alan Prior
With settled, mild weather continuing in late
October it made a change to be able to
organise a moth night a couple of days in
advance! It meant others could join the
recording effort.
Val Weston and I arrived at Tiddesley
Wood shortly before dusk on October 29
and found a place to set the traps. Just as we
finished Tony Simpson arrived to do the
same. With the traps on, I then walked the
mile to the gate to let Martin Kennard and
John Finlay in to the wood. They also set up
traps and so we had a total of seven in the
end.
By the time I’d returned with Martin and
Spot the Bunny:
John the first December Moths had entered
Ypsolopha
sequella
our traps. With the weather better than we
could normally expect for the time of year, a steady stream of moths were
attracted to the lights. It wasn’t just the numbers but the variety that was
impressive.
Other early arrivals were the normally day-flying micro Diurnea lipsiella,
Oak Nycteoline and the, always spectacular Merveille Du Jour. A species we
call the Rabbit Moth (Ypsolopha sequella) also put in appearance, along with an
unexpected Lozotaeniodes formosanus. Amongst the macros were a superb
Figure of Eight, Mottled Umber, Northern Winter Moth and Sprawler. Most
numerous though were, the November Moth species with over 120 recorded.
John, Val and I were the last to leave the wood just before midnight by which
time more than 200 moths of 28 species had been recorded. We all had a
thoroughly entertaining and enjoyable mothing experience. In 2008 at this time
of the year we had snow falling and
any sightings of moths were at a
premium! What a difference a year
can make!

The aptly-named Figure of Eight and, right, December Moth. (Alan Prior)

Volunteers planting
bell heather plugs on
Prees Heath Common
Reserve.

Prees Heath dates
for your diary
March 5 (Fri)
One Day Conference:
'Heathland Re-creation
on Former Arable
Land at Prees Heath
Common Reserve' at
Shropshire Wildlife
Trust and on the
reserve.
May 15 (Sat)
National Moth Night at
Prees Heath Common
Reserve. Contact
Stephen Lewis on
07900 886809.

A group of trainee air
traffice controllers from
RAF Shawbury about
to plant bell heather
plugs. (Photos:
Stephen Lewis)

Winter 2009/2010 • The Comma

15

John’s labour of love pa
By Jackie Davis
– journalist and recent
convert to butterflies!

A female Brown
Hairstreak at Grafton.
(John Tilt)

It’s been 12 years of hard work and dedication for
warden John Tilt and his trusty band of volunteers.
But their efforts in managing the previously derelict
Grafton Wood are paying huge dividends.
Starting from scratch, John has turned the ancient
woodland site at Grafton Flyford in Worcestershire
into a butterfly paradise. 2009 has been the best ever
with a record 4,000 butterflies recorded, compared to
a normal count of around 2,500.
“It’s been a fantastic year. It’s almost like a plague
of butterflies. I counted 700 in one week,” said John.
“It’s partly due to the conditions this year, but also
down to the work we’ve been doing. It’s been a long,
hard slog but it is definitely paying off.”
Jointly owned by Butterfly Conservation and
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust, the wood was derelict
coppice when John became warden and took up the
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challenge of trying to restore it to its former glory.
The former engineer explained: “I was about to retire
when the job came up. I’ve always been involved in
wildlife and we live only a quarter of mile away, so it
was ideal.”
John’s retirement hobby has proved to be a
demanding one. He admits to putting in far more
hours than a full-time job but is passionate about the
work. As well as organising the regular working
parties, he holds open days and functions where the
superb home-made cakes and refreshments provided
by his wife Miriam are greatly appreciated.
He also gives talks to local groups to publicise the
work of Butterfly Conservation. And he still finds
time to be transect co-ordinator for the West
Midlands branch, collating the survey records of 34
areas.

ays off at Grafton Wood

John Tilt: It’s fantastically rewarding to see
the way the wood has
become a haven for
wildlife.

White Admiral.
(Andrew Daw)

With his regular band of around 20 volunteers,
John has transformed Grafton Wood into a maze of
trails and wide rides with fantastic flora perfect for
butterflies. Part of the Croome Estate of the Earls of
Coventry, it had been left unmanaged for at least 40
years.
Now key species are White Admiral and Silverwashed Fritillary in July and Brown Argus in
August and into September. Brown Hairstreaks are
making a comeback at Grafton and can be found on
blackthorn. John has located at least one “assembly
tree” where the males gather to attract females.
“I have a great volunteer base and we put in 2,500
hours per year at Grafton alone,” said John. “They do
an awful lot and, because it is such interesting work,
we attract people with different skills including five
people who have a chainsaw licence.”

The group also does management work at
Honeybourne, an old railway line, and at a landfill
site at Throckmorton where Grizzled Skipper is in
abundance when hawthorn scrub has been removed,
as well as Monkwood for Wood White and Ewyas
Harold Common for Pearl-bordered Fritillary.
John is particularly proud of the fact that Grafton
is now heading towards financial self-sufficiency,
mainly due to the sale of its cut wood. “That’s one of
the main things I wanted to achieve,” he said. “It’s
taken a long time to get there but we now do good
business selling firewood locally and selling oak to
sawmills in the area.
“It’s fantastically rewarding to see the way the
wood has become a haven for wildlife. It’s a job I
love. I was office bound for most of my working life
and this is something I have always wanted to do.”
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Assembly tree: finding the holy grail

By Nigel Spencer - sitting
pretty in the top of an
Ash tree!
Right: A Brown
Hairstreak at
Cowsden.
(Nigel Spencer)
Below: Why is Martyn
Ganderton poking a
stick into an Ash tree in
his Worcestershire
garden...?
(Mike Williams)
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I will start this article by winding the clock back two years: in August 2007 I was
sitting in a bar in Nethy Bridge in the Cairngorms enjoying a beer discussing
wildlife and wildlife photography with Roger and Sheila Wasley, when Roger said:
“Are you in to butterflies?” I can’t remember my exact reply but needless to say
the following evening I was persuaded to drive up the road to try to photograph
various species such as Northern Brown Argus and Scotch Argus. As usual we
still ended up having a few beers and I
returned home with the idea of
photographing all the British butterfly
species.
Now wind forward two years: August
2009. I was sitting outside the beer tent at
the 2009 British Birdwatching Fair at
Rutland Water in Leicestershire with Roger
and Sheila enjoying a beer, when Roger
said: “Do you want to photograph some
Brown Hairstreaks tomorrow?” Are you
getting the picture here…?
During the previous two years I had
managed to see 55 species of butterfly and photograph 54 of them (including the
lovely colourful Brown Hairstreak), but it seemed like a good idea. Mike Williams,
the Brown Hairstreak species champion for West Midlands, was also enjoying a
beer with us and did not need much persuading to come along.
While it is not a common butterfly, the Brown Hairstreak is found at several
sites scattered across a dozen or so counties. At some of these sites they are
reasonably easy to see – provided you know where to look and choose a nice warm
day – and armed with Mike’s knowledge, which I am sure he won’t mind me
sharing. The Brown Hairstreak favours Blackthorn hedges, indeed, they appear to
roost and spend a large
amount of their time in an
“assembly tree” (which is
often Ash) and often the
easiest way to spot them is
when they descend to egg lay
as the sun warms up the
Blackthorn. But this is not
easy and binoculars are often
useful
when
butterfly
watching, and this is the case
when looking for Brown
Hairstreaks. The sun rises in
the east so therefore east of
the tree warms up first and
should always be watched
carefully. Males tend to
emerge a few days earlier
than the females and usually
tend to stay at the top of the
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tree until the females emerge. Indeed, the females are usually
much easier to see and photograph when they descend to the
Blackthorn.
It would be fair to say that at 6.00am the following morning
I was not quite as keen. But, as Mike had said, we had to be
there before 8.00am to get the photos as the sun hits the
assembly tree. It was a case of trying to enjoy a cup of coffee
and get on the road for the motorway journey to the meeting
point at Cowsden, near Upton Snodsbury in Worcestershire,
which Mike had kindly shared with us both.
It’s not common to see Brown Hairstreak in big numbers,
but I was confident we would see some when the sun finely rose
and started to warm us up. But we were not expecting to see
four together and all the knowledge was proving spot on. I even
managed to get two of these four into one photo at the same
time.
An hour later, Mike asked if we wanted to go to a
scaffolding viewing platform at a private site near Stock Green,
also in Worcestershire. When it was my turn to clamber up the
ladder to the tower, I was pleased to see a Brown Hairstreak
only two feet from where I was sitting! It was just a shame that
both the scaffold tower and the branch the hairstreak was sitting
on were both moving so much when I attempted to get a photo!
Now for the bonus… I have tried a few times to take photos
of Purple Hairstreaks and have seen them on several occasions.
But, unfortunately, they were always high in the tree and my
long telephoto lens was not up to the job. But there were also
Purple Hairstreaks in this same Ash “assembly tree” and I saw
one about 40 feet above the ground. However, being 20 feet
above ground on a scaffolding tower – it was a matter of
standing up and changing lens – I was able to grab a few photos
of a species I had previously failed to get on the memory card.
The drive back down the motorway network was easier
knowing that I had more than 300 images to sort when I reached
home. It’s strange what the comment “do you want to go and
photograph some butterflies” has while you are enjoying your
beer!

Rare sight: a pair of Brown Hairstreaks
together at Cowsden. (Nigel Spencer)

…it’s a female on a stick (left). Right: But you have to get up early to see males. (Mike Williams)
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Nipstone Rock moth night surprises

By Paul Watts

Pebble Prominent larva
(All photos: Paul Watts)

Sallow Kitten larva.

20

What a splendid place to spend a night! The time of year added to the charm with
heather in full bloom not just at Shropshire Wildlife Trust’s Nipstone Rock Nature
Reserve, but the whole of the Stiperstones range was awash with purple. The
magnificent work that teams of mostly volunteers have been doing over recent
years is certainly paying off with the 1960s conifer plantations now destroyed
allowing the hill’s natural vegetation to return to its magnificent beginnings and
bringing with it all of its once lost fauna.
It was Les Hughes’ idea that led to a group of Wrekin Forest Volunteers
spending the night here for the purpose of trapping moths so we could see at firsthand what species are now enjoying this rather special habitat.
So, on Saturday, 5 September, 2009, Les and I along with County Moth
Recorder Tony Jacques arrived to set up our three moth traps. Accompanying us
were Penny, Graham and Keith. Penny had taken up our invitation for a ‘night on
the mound’ but I rather feel she happily responded in the affirmative due only to a
misunderstanding when she thought I said ‘night on the town’!
Tony treated us to a few of his larvae-catch that he’d discovered on the edges
of the reserve before we all arrived, including Pebble Prominent and Sallow
Kitten. In fact, there were scores of Sallow Kitten larva, feeding as you would
expect, on sallow that Tony pointed out to us the next morning. Mind you, you
can’t always assume that the name of a moth indicates its larval foodplant for the
Oak Eggar larvae, for example, feed nowhere near an oak tree; it’s the acornlooking pupa in this case that gives the adult or imago the name.
I also found a Fox Moth larva at camp which had just ditched its final skin. It
was so fresh that it was some two weeks later before Tony correctly identified it
from my photo, the tell-tale orange marking behind its head not visible on
emergence.
A couple of weeks earlier when checking the site for specific trap locations I
came across dozens of another type of larvae. I couldn’t ID them at the time, but
Tony came to the rescue once more with a positive ID of Light Knot Grass. So
that’s another species to focus on in late May-June next year as they emerge from
their pupa and start the reproduction process all over again.
We set up traps and tents in the lee of the rocks just as dusk was falling. Well
most did. Tony and I, otherwise engaged with cables, generator and mindless
chatter, had left tent erection a tad late so we ended up putting our two shelters up
in the dark. Having done mine in similar circumstances many times it presented no
problem to me, but Tony... well Tony had somehow managed to put his new and
unopened tent, instructions left unread, upside down
with the door facing the floor! Interesting concept,
thought I, but would he not be falling out all night?
The normally strong winds that prevail in this
often bleak area kept at bay for the whole night,
blessed as we we were with just the slightest and
occasional breeze. Cloud cover was around 80%
keeping the temperature higher than it otherwise
would have been on a clear night (lowest recorded
through the night was 8C) and not a hint of rain.
Almost perfect conditions for the frolicking moths.
This vista has to be one of the best campsites I’ve
ever stayed at and I’ve backpacked many a hill,
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mountain and valley over the years. The view east across the valley to the
massive Long Mynd range is just fabulous.
We sat and chatted whilst we waited for the moths to come out to play.
Penny kept us amused with her many humorous, witty comments and
anecdotes whilst Graham treated us to some of the many amazing facts
and figures he manages to store in his head. Tony gave an insight into the
life of a county recorder and then Keith fell asleep, followed by Les.
Nothing to do with the lack of scintillating conversation you understand.
It was just way past their bedtimes. Bless!
But then... was that... could it be... yes... it’s a moth! Duly potted up and
instantly and impressively identified by Tony as a Chevron which was followed
by another Chevron and another. In fact, the Chevron achieved the highest
species count of the night with a total of 16 individuals.
There was a slight interlude as we watched in awe Graham being ‘beamed up’
to a higher source some place way above the rocks. I always said he should try to
keep his feet firmly on the ground but some folk just don’t listen!
A beautiful Antler Moth then arrived much to everyone’s delight. So called, of
course, because of the wing markings that do look remarkably like deer antlers.
As darkness fell on this quiet spot full of dubious legend and devilry tales two
mysterious lights appeared over the hill from the north making a startled Tony run
for cover! I jest, of course, they’re lights from two traps as seen from the third.
A few more Chevrons arrived, along with a few Large Yellow Underwing,
Flounced Rustic and the immigrant Silver Y. An Autumnal Rustic also put in an
appearance along with a lone Small Wainscot. Surprisingly, only one singleton
micro-moth appeared.
We said cheerio to Keith and Penny a little before midnight as they left for their
respective homes and then the remaining four of us retired to tents about 45
minutes later. The generator ran till 4am and we rose around 6am to check the
traps, carefully ID everything and then we packed up and left Nipstone Rock and
its flora and fauna to itself.
Although the moths were not great in number, some interesting species arrived
and a couple of ‘firsts’ for me. All-in-all a successful and enjoyable night out and
one that I’m sure we’ll repeat again. I’m particularly keen to run another in the
same area this May to hopefully catch the magnificent Emperor Moth and,
judging by the number of Fox Moth larvae we found, they should also be in
abundance that month too.
The full species count has gone through to the County Recorder – in fact,
thanks go to Tony for correlating the data. A copy has also gone to Shropshire
Wildlife Trust who own and
manage Nipstone Rock Nature
Reserve and to whom big thanks
must go, also to Pete Lambert and
Carl Pickup for their help in
allowing us access to a truly
wonderful part of this fabulous
county we call Shropshire – a
hidden gem.
It's my intention to organise a
monthly moth night at different
Shropshire locations. Details will
be
announced
on
the
www.wrekinforestvolunteers.com
blog.

Fox Moth larva.

Antler Moth.

Flounced Rustic.

Autumnal Rustic.
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Mom, I’ve got a Peacock!
My first sightings of butterflies as
a young collector
By Peter D Salmon

Garden Tiger.
(Ray Birchenough)

Whenever I see a butterfly I am often
drawn back to the time in my youth when
I first saw that particular species. It is like
seeing an old friend again after all these
years, maybe because my interest has
been intermittent. It is that feeling that has
prompted me to write this piece...
I first became interested in butterflies
when I was about six years old, around
1961. And, like most kids who had an
interest in butterflies in those days, I
Me, aged about nine, with my
killed them and pinned them into a cork
collection of butterflies.
presentation box.
A neighbour, an older lad, Martin aged about 10, was invited around to identify
this superb-looking moth that was tucked alongside our greenhouse, in full
sunlight. It turned out to be a Garden Tiger. My friend wanted this moth for his
collection, but I also wanted to have it. I had never seen anything so beautiful
before and I didn’t want to lose it. So my dad said to me that, unless I intend taking
up a proper interest in butterflies and moths, I should let my friend have the moth
and forget about it. Nope, he still was not going to be given that moth! My interest
in Lepidoptera started that day!
I was lucky as a child because where we lived in Birmingham at the time
beyond the bottom of our garden was waste ground, the former golf course behind
the Comet pub near Castle Bromwich (which has now been knocked down –
shame). It was grassland back then and, even though lorries used to arrive to
landfill the area with soil, there were plenty of butterflies to be seen. This area at
the bottom of the garden was locally known as the “Tip” because of the lorries
tipping soil. I didn’t know at the time, but the land was being built up to provide
housing in what is now known as the Hilltop estate in Hodge Hill.
With the start of my new hobby each new species from then on became a cause
of excitement. That summer I had collected about seven or eight common species
which would have included the Large White, Small White, Green-veined White,
Small Tortoishell, Wall Brown, Small Copper and possibly Large Skipper.
Meadow Brown
My friend Martin knew a lot more about butterflies than I did. But that did not
stop him from talking utter nonsense! To give you an example: I saw a Meadow
Brown in his own collection and said Wow! Look at its body and wings; they are
furry! So he told me that when they are furry like that, it means they are rare! So
you can imagine my delight next year when I managed to capture both male and
female specimens of this ‘rare’ species for my own collection.

Wall Brown.
(Roger Wasley)
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Wall Brown
Yes, Walls were quite common in those days and I always remember them each
summer flying around the tip near the bottom of our garden. They only appeared
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in small numbers but I was able to refresh my specimens each summer. I always
associate this butterfly with bare sandy bare ground with lots of Pineapple weed
growing for some reason.
Peacock
It was on the Tip at the bottom of our garden that I first saw and captured my
first Peacock. What a day that was. It must have been late spring because I
remember trudging through Coltsfoot leaves when I saw a dark flash emanate from
the undergrowth and fly over my head. I instinctively threw my net up into the air
and at full stretch captured this mysterious insect. When I peered through the
netting I saw with intense excitement that it was a Peacock. I ran back across the
fields, net in hand, screaming out at the top of my voice “Mom! Mom! I’ve got a
Peacock!” The neighbours heard all this and wondered what the hell was going on.
I was fidgety and excited for hours afterwards. Hey! I was only about seven!
Small Heath
At the bottom of the tip was a vast area of land that formed part of the Bromford
Racecourse perimeter (now the Bromford Estate). There was wooden fencing all
around the perimeter, known locally as “the boards”. It was forbidden to trespass
on the land over “the boards” because there was “an angry man with a pack of
dogs” patrolling the perimeter according to the local kids. But my friend Martin
(who was an intense oik!) bullied and coerced me into climbing over these boards
to look for butterflies! But when I did it was beautiful – acres and acres of grassland
and trees almost as far as my little eyes could see. It was here I captured my first
Small Heath, and it too went into my ever increasing collection. I would have been
about seven or eight at the time.
Later that year, in the days leading up to bonfire night, Martin and some of his
older cronies returned “over the boards” to chop down trees to use on the bonfire.
They all got caught by the “man patrolling with his dogs” and were hauled in front
of the beak and given fines. The whole incident made it into the Birmingham
Evening Mail. Thank God I never got roped into helping them.
Painted Lady
Yes, our dad has to take a bit of credit for this one. He had the great foresight to
plant a buddleia bush the previous year and the following year I caught a Painted
Lady on it. I didn’t recognise it at first. It just didn’t look like the illustration in the
Brook Bond card booklet that was my only source for reference at the time. It was
a proud addition to my ever-growing collection though.

Peacock.
(Gavin Woodman)

Small Heath.
(Gavin Woodman)

Red Admiral.
(Mike Williams)

Red Admiral
I had a dear little chum who used to live across the road to me in Haye House
Grove. Name was Roger. His interest in butterflies seemed even greater than mine.
He used to knock my door in the winter and try to get me to “go caterpillaring” on
the tip. He had the luck of the devil regarding his entomological exploits. His
brother had caught a butterfly for him and Roger had brought it over to me to
identify. It was a Red Admiral, the first one I ever saw and my jaw dropped down
to my knees, sending my eyes rolling in opposite directions! I had been collecting
for about 3-4 years believe it or not before I first laid eyes on this beautiful butterfly.
It was superb. I tried to offer him my whole collection in return for this one butterfly
but, unfortunately, he would have none of it. Fortunately, I saw one a year later,
miles away from where we lived in a farmer’s field sitting proudly on a hawthorn
hedge. It was duly captured and added to my collection.
Comma
What a day that was! I had been collecting for about five years and had many
times looked at the Comma in my Observer book thinking what a weird looking
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insect. Mom and Dad took me down to Malvern Link to visit an aunt and uncle
who had retired there. Dad kindly took me to the Malvern Hills in the afternoon
specifically to look for butterflies. There, perched on some brambles, was my first
Comma – and it was a beauty. I netted it and put it in a jar ready for the home
journey. I was as happy as a pig in swill all that afternoon – until I got it home. I
unscrewed the lid of the jar and it immediately flew out, flew around the room and
vanished. Vanished out of the open window was the fear. I was heartbroken. I spent
what seemed like hours looking behind curtains, furniture, on the carpets, walls –
everywhere. Dad walked in the room and burst out laughing – it had settled
between my shoulder blades on my T-shirt. It was a good job I didn’t slump back
into a chair in disappointment! This individual Comma was in my collection right
up to day I handed it all over to a Hatch End school in Middlesex in 2004.

Comma.

Orange Tip.
(Andrew Daw)

Purple Emperor.
(Simon Primrose)
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Orange Tip
On a day trip to Drayton Manor Park we were pick-nicking near a watery
meadow and I just had to wander off, just like all kids do. This was the first time I
ever saw a male Orange Tip. It was a magical experience because it seemed so
fragile as it danced past me. I was so frustrated because I did not have my net with
me at the time. This image stayed with me all of that summer. We would probably
never return to Drayton Manor (we never did) so I plucked up courage the
following spring to sit on “the boards” to look out over an area I knew of that was
damp and boggy in the hope of seeing the butterfly again. And there it was, about
50 yards away from me. I saw several specimens flitting about but I did not have
the courage to lower myself down to the other side of the boards to try to net one.
Again it was a butterfly that was to frustrate me for another year before I caught
one. It was a female that was flying across the gardens and it flew a bit too close
to me – I saw the green mottled underside of the hindwing which betrayed it as an
Orange Tip and I quickly netted it!
Purple Emperor
Back to my little chum Roger again. Again I had only been collecting for about
two years and was absolutely obsessed with butterflies. I poured over my Brooke
Bond card book and Observer book of butterflies until I knew them inside out. One
of my favourites was the Purple Emperor. Roger was being taken by his mom and
dad down to London to see relatives. I asked him to look out for butterflies while
he was down there. On returning to school the following week imagine my dismay
when the little feller returned to say that he found this butterfly lying dead in a car
park just outside London. He did not know what the name of it was but he thought
it might be a “Purple Admiral”. Yes, you’ve guessed it, the lucky little blighter had
only managed to secure himself the king of the woodland skies, a Purple Emperor.
He didn’t even have to lift an arm to catch it! He even got me to relax the specimen
and to set it for him. Imagine my frustration at having to hand back this beauty
once it was set!
Recently, Mike Williams kindly reminded me of another anecdote regarding the
Purple Emperor. The branch had a field trip to Bernwood Forest in around 1982
specifically to see this butterfly. On arrival at the car park most of the party opened
their sandwiches and flasks of tea and started dining. Not for me. Myself and chum
Philip Hopson (who I recently learned sadly had passed on) went out into the
woodland rides to pro-actively seek this butterfly. Phil had come prepared with
some samples of what I could only describe as being “lures” in a polythene bag!
We had been gone about an hour and seen nothing in spite of the hot weather and
a scattering of pungent lures. We returned to the party in the car park only to
discover that the Purple Emperor was all around the car park! One had even had
the bare-faced audacity to settle on the bonnet of my car!
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West Mids adventure to the Isle of Arran
It was Friday, June 26, last year when Val and I were just a few miles south of
Carlisle and about to set off for the Isle of Arran in Bonny Scotland for the
annual get together of some very dear friends.
We had driven up to my cousin from Nuneaton on the Wednesday and spent
the last two days enjoying the wonderful sights of the upper Lake District. My
cousin’s bungalow is about half-a-mile from their nearest neighbour, has a wood
nearby and a beck running through the bottom of the garden. On either side of
the drive to the bungalow there are wildflowers and masses of orchids. But
surpassing all that “they have Red Squirrels in the upper garden” which we
viewed at length from the comfort of the lounge. It was a pleasure watching
them feed on the nuts in the bird feeders. Such lovely and comical characters –
a real delight! Two days there is just not long enough.
The journey up to Ardrossan to catch the ferry over to Arran reminded us
once again how beautiful Scotland is and we arrived at the ferry terminal about
an hour before the time booked. Thinking we would have to wait another hour
we pulled up to the attendant. He immediately greeted us and said “if you pull
over to that space over there I will try and get you on the ferry now waiting to
go”. The friendly man did get us onboard and we arrived on Arran at least an
hour earlier than planned. How refreshing to actually meet someone who has a
kind word and shows customer care. Top marks to CalMac Ferries.
Most of us were staying in the same B&B in Brodick and we arrived only a
few minutes before Mike Williams and his party. They must have been on the
same ferry but we didn’t see them – perhaps they hid from us! Usually Mike and
about a dozen of the party fly from Birmingham airport to Glasgow and hire a
minibus for the adventures in Scotland. Very sensible!
Brodick is a small town overlooking a lovely little bay, not far from the ferry
terminal. There is basically just one main street with shops/B&Bs on one side,
with a few houses behind and the sea on the opposite side.
Friday evening and it was time to meet the gang, about 25 in number, for an
evening meal and to discuss the itinerary for the next three days. After a good
old natter, fine food and a couple of drinks everything was set for tomorrow’s
foray. Oh, I almost forgot, Corinna
does these wonderful quizzes that
ask searching questions about the
locations we are staying in and local
wildlife. They are awesome and
really tax the brain. Makes you go to
places like the local library, Tourist
Info, museums and, of course, the
pubs to grill the locals. This year a
dear old lady in a museum was
grilled by at least two of the group.
Amazingly, she didn’t know the
answers to questions put to her! The
quizzes are handed out on the first
night and we have until the last night
to submit answers.
Since we started going on these
adventures, five years ago, we have

By Chris Johnson

Neil Gregory in disguise. (Mike Williams)
The group searches for
Dark Green and
Small Pearl-bordered
Fritillaries along the
String Road.
(Rosemary Winnall)
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Follow that butterfly!
Neil Gregory and
Chris Johnson in hot
pursuit. (Dave Shenton)

Scottish Wave? No, a
Welsh Wave at
Lamlash. (Rosemary
Winnall)
Otter at Kildonan.
(Rosemary Winnall)
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made some very good friends. Our one common
theme is the love of natural history and our
party comprises of very knowledgeable people
in virtually all walks of wildlife. If we don’t
know – we have the books and find out. The
three instigators of these adventures are Mike,
Neil and Corinna and each year they organise
everything from booking the B&B to setting the
itinerary. The main purpose is to enjoy
ourselves but the intention is to survey all
wildlife from plants to birds – butterflies to
moths – fungi to sea creatures. Neil and Corinna
research the butterfly, moth and other creature
records for the area and map out where we need
to go to see them. The itinerary is then drawn up
to visit these sites. One day is always left free
for us to do “our own thing”.
On Saturday we set off to the southern part of the island between Kilmory
and Kildonan. A lovely coastal walk with rock pools and little rocky islands and
on one of these rocky islands we saw an otter. It was difficult at first to ID but
keen eyes determined it was an otter even though it was motionless, obviously
asleep. As the tide came in the water started to wash the otter but it still didn’t
stir. Then a larger wave hit it and it simply moved to a higher part on the rock.
Eventually, the rock was engulfed by the sea and it swam to another rock nearby
that was still above water. One of the party said it must be a male! For most of
us it was the highlight of the adventure. Lots of seals were basking on the rocks
too – a weird sight seeing them curled up horizontally like cooked sausages.
Plants were noted, birds spied through bins and telescopes, photos taken,
butterflies chased with nets flying. Some of the group sat on the rocks admiring
the otter, the seals, beautiful scenery and enjoyed the seaside sounds. It was a
great day for all.
On the second day we drove to the northern highlands in search of the fairly
common “10-year-old malt” at the Lochranza Distillery. Found them straight
away and took away a couple of specimens for examination. At the end of the
day we confirmed it was “10-year-old malt” and finished up quite jolly. Here
we were also hoping to see Golden Eagle and Red Deer but, alas, only saw the
Red Deer with a young fawn. It was here where we first encountered the
dreaded midges. It was heaving with the little blighters so some of the party
decided not to go on the walk and spent the time in a
pleasant cafe in the distillery. Neil, in desperation, put his
butterfly net over his head. He did the walk but I don’t think
it will set any fashion trends.
The afternoon saw us heading for Machrie Moor in
search of Hen Harrier, Large Heath and Short-eared Owl.
The sun was shining and it was a pleasant stroll along the
footpath towards “The Standing Stones” – a group of
sandstone columns, four of them standing about four metres
tall. The area is now deserted but in ancient times was the
Neolithic, then Stone Age and lastly Bronze Age centres of
population on Arran. At the start of the walk are two circles
of granite boulders and legend has it that Fingal tied up his
dog Bran there. Love the stories that are inherent to all the
Isles of Scotland. Some did see Hen Harrier as it
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disappeared quickly from view. The Large
Heath, lots of pretty moths and butterflies were
netted and potted so everyone enjoyed seeing
those, but sadly no Short-eared Owl which we
were not expecting to see anyway. All was noted
and given to Neil to put on the master survey
list. On the way back to Brodick we drove over
the mountain road aptly named the String Road
built by Thomas Telford. One of the questions
in the quiz was why is it called the String Road.
The answer is it looks like a piece of string
wrapping a parcel because the Isle looks like a
parcel and the road runs west to east through the
middle. We stopped a few times at places where
we might find Dark Green Fritillary and other
creatures. A dinner in a local pub that evening finished the day off quite nicely.
Oh and the “10-year-old malt” was examined – again!
Monday dawned on us too quickly. Today was our free day so Val and I did
a bit sightseeing in the morning. Brodick Castle was the
destination – a lovely ancient castle that was fought over by the
Scots and English and at one time garrisoned by Cromwell’s
forces. Didn’t realise Cromwell got this far north. The gardens
were magnificent too. From the gardens there is a walk up Goat
Fell – some of the group did the walk. That afternoon we met up
with Jenny, Jonny, Neil and Rosemary for a speedboat trip
around Ailsa Craig. A large, granite rock island, two miles in
circumference and quarried to make curling stones. Today the
island is the second largest breeding ground for Gannets. A truly,
amazing trip! That night we met up for the farewell dinner and
the answers to Corinna’s mind-boggling quiz. Jenny and son
Jonny won the quiz with Mike, Mary and Emma second and, I think, we were
third.
On Tuesday most of the party were going home but not until the afternoon
so we all went to Kilmory again as we had enjoyed the time spent there early
on. A very pleasant way to round off the adventure! On that visit we saw Ringlet
and got excited because we thought it new to the Isle. We’ve since found out that
it had been spotted the year before but the colony we discovered was new so we
had some consolation. The master list of all surveyed was e-mailed by Neil to
all the major organisations that hold records for that
part of Scotland. Several new species to Arran were
discovered including a micro moth Rhigognostis
incarnatella.
Thanks to Mike, Neil and Corinna for organising
such a wonderful time and we look forward to next
year’s adventure.
Footnotes:
A photo caption competition is run by Mike so
about half a dozen funny or embarrassing photos of
the adventure are e-mailed to Mike and we all voted
on the best or worst caption submitted.
Also, Neil and others take moth traps and trap
each night and pot the interesting moths to show in
the morning.

The Gannet colony
on Ailsa Craig.
(Rosemary Winnall)

This Red-necked
Footman was found on
the summit of Goat
Fell. (Roger Wasley)
Rosemary Winnall was
winner of the photo
caption competition.
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Dates for your diary
January 23 (Sat) - The Third English Moth Recorders’ Conference
At the Birmingham and Midland Institute in central Birmingham. This is a free event with some excellent
speakers, which includes tea, coffee and lunch, but places are limited. Pre-booking is essential. For further
details contact nmrs@butterfly-conservation.org or call 01929 406009.
Wyre Forest work party - Jan 31
Meet at 10.00am at the entrance to Hawkbatch car park (GR: SO761776) and not the Discovery Centre. This
is a joint event with Natural England. Contact: Mike Williams 01299 824860.
Grafton Wood work party - Feb 3, 10, 14, 17, 24, Mar 3, 10, 14, 17
Meet at 10.00am at Three Parishes Hall, Grafton Flyford (next to the church) just off the A422 Worcester /
Stratford road (GR: SO963557). Contact: John Tilt 01386 792458.
Prees Heath Common Reserve work party - Feb 3, 24, Mar 3, 17
Meet at 10.30am on the access track off the A49 opposite the Steel Heath turning (GR: SJ557363). Scrub
control on the runway. Bring a packed lunch. Contact: Stephen Lewis 01743 340721 or 07900 886809.
Ewyas Harold Reserve and Common work party Feb 6, Mar 6
Meet at 10.00am at the northern end of Ewyas Harold Common (GR: SO382302) adjacent to the cattle grid.
Approach from Abbey Dore off the B4347 (GR: SO384306). Contact: Ian Hart 01981 510259.
February 6 (Sat) - Stiperstones work party
Meet at 10.00am at the main Stiperstones car park (GR: SO369978) to help create a better link from the
Stiperstones Monastery into Brook Coppice and to provide a water trough for the Exmoor Ponies. Leaders:
Alan Reid and Jenny Joy 01952 249325.
Monkwood work party - Feb 7, Mar 7
Meet at 10.00am at the reserve car park off the Sinton Green / Monkwood Green road (GR: SO803603).
Contact: George Groves 01905 620721 or 07989 474045.
February 20 (Sat) - Haugh Wood work party
Meet at 10.00am in Haugh car park (GR: SO593365). Baked potatoes provided and firewood to take home!
Contact: Jeff Andrews 01432 870301 or Kate Wollen 07786 526280.
Honeybourne work party - Feb 21, Mar 21
Meet at 10.00am at the railway bridge on the Honeybourne to Mickleton road (GR: SP127441) to improve
habitat for Grizzled Skipper. Contact: John Tilt 01386 792458 or Mike Williams 01299 824860.
Trench Wood work party - Jan 24, Feb 28, Mar 28, Apr 25
Meet at 10.00am in the car park (GR: SO929588). Contact: Neil McLean 07710 626668.
February 28 (Sun) - Wyre Forest work party
Meet at 10.00am at back of Wyre Forest Discovery Centre 2 in Callow Hill (GR: SO748739). This is a joint
event with the Forestry Commission. Refreshments will be provided. Contact: Jenny Joy 01952 249325.
Chaddesley Wood moth meetings - Mar 6, Apr 3, May 1 , Jun 5, Jul 3, Aug 7, Sep 4, Oct 2, Nov 6
Meetings at various times at Jubilee Gate (GR: SO914736). Contact: Mervyn Needham 01562 777461 or
Alan Prior 0121 778 2973.
March 14 (Sun) - Garden Moth Scheme AGM
This is a conference on moths and gardens for moth recorders from across Britain and Ireland.
11.00am to 4.00pm at Colwall Village Hall (near Malvern), Herefordshire, WR13 6EQ (GR:
SO750420). Booking is essential. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
March 20 (Sat) - Wyre Forest Moth Group indoor meeting
Meet at 8.00pm at Wyre Forest Visitor Centre, Callow Hill (GR: SO750740). Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
March 25-28 (Thurs-Sun) - Butterfly Conservation: 6th International Symposium
BC President, Sir David Attenborough, will open the Symposium to be held at Reading University.
www.butterfly-conservation.org/text/2751/international_symposia.html
April 16 (Fri) - Wyre Forest Moth Group outdoor field meeting
Meet at 6.30pm at the Wyre Forest Visitor Centre car park (GR: SO750740) to drive along forest tracks to the
trapping site. Everyone welcome. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
May 8 (Sat) - Ewyas Harold Reserve and Common
Walk to view Pearl-bordered Fritillaries. Meet 11.00am at northern end of Common, details as March 6.
Contact: Ian Hart 01981 510259.
May 9 (Sun) - Monkwood Butterfly & Bluebell walk
Meet at 10.30am at the reserve car park off the Sinton Green / Monkwood Green road (GR: SO803603).
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Contact: George Groves 01905 620721 or 07989 474045.
May 15 (Sat) - Monkwood moth and bat night (NMN event)
The theme for National Moth Night is Moths and Bats. An evening of bat detecting as well as moth
recording. Meet at reserve car park on minor road between Sinton Green/Monkwood Green (GR:
SO804606). Contact: Mike Southall 01299 251467.
May 15 (Sat) - Moccas Deer Park moth and bat night (NMN event)
This is a public event at Moccas Deerk Park National Nature Reserve, Herefordshire (GR: SO347428)
starting at 7.00pm. Discover the special moths of this important site with veteran trees. Contact: Dave
Grundy 0121 446 5446.
Wyre Forest butterfly identification for beginners May 15, Jun 19, Jul 10
The course takes place in the new Wyre Forest Discovery Centre in Callow Hill starting at 10.30am going on
to around 4.00pm. The course follows the successful format of this year with an indoor classroom session
followed by a outdoor field visit to the Forest to look at butterflies and other wildlife. Further details
obtainable by emailing louise.sutherland@forestry.fsi.gov.uk or by phoning 01299 269048.
May 21 (Fri) - Wyre Forest Moth Group outdoor field meeting
Meet at 7.00pm at the Wyre Forest Visitor Centre car park (GR: SO750740) to drive along forest tracks to the
trapping site. Everyone welcome. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
May 23 (Sun) - (T1) An Introduction to Moth Trapping for Beginners
Introducing moth identification of easier moths, moth traps and books, in the new Wyre Forest Community
Discovery Centre, Worcestershire (GR: SO750740) 10am to 4pm. Maximum of 25 participants – booking
essential. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
June 18 (Fri) - Wyre Forest Moth Group outdoor field meeting
Meet at 8.00pm at the Wyre Forest Visitor Centre car park (GR: SO750740) to drive along forest tracks to the
trapping site. Everyone welcome. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
June 22 (Tues) - (T2) Moth identification training course
This course is for beginners and intermediates, looking at grassland moth species caught the night before at
Severn Valley Country Park, Alveley, Shropshire (GR: SO754840) 10am to 4pm. Maximum of 15 participants
– booking essential. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
July 10 (Sat) - Aston Fields moth night
Meet at 8.30pm for this public event at the important Stafford Borough Council wetland site at Aston Fields,
Stafford. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
July 16 (Fri) - Wyre Forest Moth Group outdoor field meeting
Meet at 8.00pm at the Wyre Forest Visitor Centre car park (GR: SO750740) to drive along forest tracks to the
trapping site. Everyone welcome. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
July 18 (Sun) - (T3) Moth identification training course
This course is for beginners and intermediates, looking at ancient woodland moth species caught the night
before at Woolhope Village Hall, Haugh Wood, Herefordshire (GR: SO611358) 10am to 4pm. Maximum of
15 participants – booking essential. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
July 24 (Sat) - Cannon Hill Park moth night
Meet at 8.00pm for this public event at Cannon Hill Park, Birmingham (GR: SP066840) to discover the moths
of this important urban oasis. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
August 8 (Sun) - (T4) Moth identification training course
This course is for beginners and intermediates, looking at heathland moth species caught the night before. The
John O’Leary Centre, Marquis Drive, Cannock Chase, Staffordshire (GR: SK006153). 10am to 4pm.
Maximum of 15 participants – booking essential. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
September 13 (Mon) - (T5) Moth identification training course
This course is for beginners and intermediates, looking at leaf mines, Severn Valley Country Park, Alveley,
Shropshire (GR: SO754840) 10am to 4pm. Max. 25 participants - booking essential. Contact: Dave Grundy.
August 14 (Sat) - Brandon Marsh moth night
Meet at 7.00pm for this public event at Brandon Marsh, Warwickshire Wildlife Trust reserve (GR: SP386758)
to look for wetland moth specialities. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
August 20 (Fri) - Wyre Forest Moth Group outdoor field meeting
Meet at 7.30pm at the Wyre Forest Discovery Centre car park to drive along forest tracks to the trapping site.
Everyone welcome. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
September 17 (Fri) - Wyre Forest Moth Group outdoor field meeting
Meet at 6.30pm at the Wyre Forest Discovery Centre car park to drive along forest tracks to the trapping site.
Everyone welcome. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
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Valezina form at Snitterfield Bushes reserve

By Simon Primrose

Above: A Valezina in
the orchard at Grafton
on 14 August 2008.
(John Tilt)
Below and inset: Two
views of the Valezina
form of Silver-washed
Fritillary at Snitterfield
Bushes reserve in
Warwickshire.
(Simon Primrose)
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Living in Norton Lindsey, my closest
official nature reserve is Snitterfield
Bushes. Until a few years ago, though, it
was not a reserve I used to visit very
regularly, preferring to spend my free
time in the summer touring other sites
further south in Gloucestershire,
Wiltshire and Hampshire where the
butterfly interest was considerably richer.
I had however previously seen White
Admiral, Marbled White and Brown
Argus at ‘the bushes’ and then, about five
years ago on the same July day, I saw
both White-letter Hairstreak and, much to my delight, several Silver-washed
Fritillaries. Since then I have been a much more frequent visitor to what is really
a very interesting reserve. Late one warm July afternoon last summer I was passing
by and popped in. There were numerous SWFs flying over an extensive patch of
brambles, but suddenly something large and dark caught my eye. Something
different and not immediately recognisable, but before I could get anything more
than a glimpse, it had gone. A short time later I saw another large dark butterfly,
this time a much better view – a female SWF. Was that what I’d just seen a few
minutes before? Those of you who’ve got reasonable experience of seeing SWFs
in central southern england will know what I was thinking; had I seen the rare
Valezina form of the female SWF? But surely this form, which textbooks will tell
you is more or less restricted to the four counties of Dorset, Hampshire, Wiltshire
and Surrey, could not exist up here in Warwickshire?
With no camera to hand I decided to go home and come back later. It was about
6.30pm when I returned, camera at the ready. I had only just reached the spot where
I’d had the earlier sightings and there it was, this time without a shadow of a doubt,
a Valezina female SWF!
Subsequent research has revealed that this Valezina form has been recorded
several times in Warwickshire over the years, including some very old records, but
this was certainly a first for the relatively recent colonies at Snitterfield Bushes.
Footnote: Mike Williams writes “The
Valezina form is a rare sight in the West
Midlands. In 30 years of recording
butterflies in the Wyre Forest, which is
our strongest regional site for SWF, I
have never seen it there, although the
Wyre Forest East transect recorder, Terry
Higgins, recorded one in 2007.
Nationally, Valezina are mainly found in
central southern England with the main
concentration in the New Forest. The
form is apparently caused by a gene only
found in females and the fact that they
are uncommon may be related to the fact
that males find them less attractive than
the normal type.”
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Order your butterfly DVD
The
Best
of “B
utte
r fly

Very late Holly Blue

Days
”

PLU

S

Trevor Bucknall saw a Holly
Blue in his Worcester garden
on 25 October. Mike Williams
checked through his last
sighting records to find there
have been a number of
October sightings over the
years all within the first two
weeks e.g. two in 1990, three
in 1991, another in 1995 and
again 1999. So this is the
latest ever branch record by
some margin. The Millennium
Atlas suggests that there is
evidence of a partial third
brood for Holly Blue in some
years and he guesses this is
what this must be. With a
species that normally
overwinters as a pupa there is
always a chance that
unseasonally warm weather
in the autumn will lead to the
odd butterfly thinking that
spring has already arrived!

A butterfly DVD has gone on
sale to raise funds for Butterfly
Conservation. Sandy Harman,
who has been a member of
BC for 25 years, has
“Butt
produced a new DVD
erfly
Days”
entitled The Best of
Butterfly Days PLUS. It is
compiled from some of the
best clips of the past five
versions of Butterfly
Days and much fresh
PLUS
material. The PLUS
refers to a new section,
showing some of the
rarer butterflies that
visit this country and/or were once
resident here – a further 11 species.
This 90-minute DVD can be likened to a field trip around Britain to
see butterflies during the six months from April to September. 58 species
(in addition to the 11 in the PLUS section) are identified by discrete
captions, as are most of the other subjects. These include caterpillars,
dragonflies, moths and wildflowers, etc. There is no music, minimal
voice-over, and only natural sounds of the countryside. Detailed closeups abound. The DVD costs £8.00, including p&p and, out of this, £6.00
goes to Butterfly Conservation – more, if you add something to cover the
postage costs, as many members have.
To buy, just send a cheque, payable to ‘S Harman’ at 31, Upper Manor
Road, Milford, Godalming, GU8 5JW – and buy one for a friend as well,
and spread the word. Sandy would be happy to send these direct, if you
so wished. So, enjoy beautiful views of our butterflies during the dark and
cold days of Winter, and help support Butterfly Conservation at the same
time.

Rain fails to dampen spirits of Wyre moth-ers

Feathered Thorn (Patrick Clement)
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The Wyre Forest moth meeting on 21 November went well in the
Visitor Centre in spite of torrential rain. Thanks to Paul, Tony, Steve,
Ian and Laurence we ran some traps and caught good numbers of
December Moths, plus Winter Moth, Feathered Thorn, Mottled
Umber and Chestnut and late on Scarce Umbers came to the Visitor
Centre window lights. We had a turnout of 27 people who had a good
look round some of the latest moth books on show, bought moth pots
and Laurence did a good job of serving tea and coffee. There was a
great selection of slides on show with talks ranging from Oliver’s
excellent photos of various micro-moths that he bred through from
leaf mines to Mike's photos of Tigers and moths in India. Dave Grundy
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