Workparty’s
Xmas cracker
Seeing Small Coppers on a
heath just before Christmas
is unusual, but the work of a
dozen or so regular volunteers at Hartlebury Common
proved to be a burning
attraction for them. Not that
the Small Copper in question
was of the Lycaena phlaeas
variety – probably more
Boysus inblueseus. It seems
that on two occasions the
roaring bonfires of bracken,
silver birch and willow attracted the attention of concerned
motorists on the adjacent
Stourport-on-Severn to
Worcester road and they
contacted the police. Workparty stalwart Mike Southall
says: “On the first occasion
we noticed a police helicopter circling overhead and a
squad car turned up to check
us out. Then, on the last
Saturday before the festivities began, a fire engine
appeared with flashing blue
lights and a bunch of firemen
eager to put our fire out.” We
can only assume the fire
brigade were looking for a
Sooty Copper (Lycaena
tityrus)!

Volunteering at Hartlebury
Hartlebury Common is a site of
special scientific interest and the
largest heathland in Worcestershire.
However, due to lack of funding the
landowners, Worcestershire County
Council, have not been able to carry
out significant management for
many years. This has resulted in the
site becoming overgrown with trees,
bracken and brambles.
Managed under guidelines laid
down by Natural England since
October 2007, Hartlebury Common
Local Group has been carrying out
Rosy Footman. (Patrick Clement)
conservation work on Hartlebury
Common to reduce the scrub and open out the site for moths and
butterflies. More than 100 species have been recorded here, including the
rare Archer’s Dart, the grass moth Crambus hamella and Rosy Footman.
The group has made use of a BBC Breathing Places/Big Lottery grant
to equip itself for conservation work and in the first year (October 2007
– February 2008) the bog land area was cleared of trees and a piece of the
lower heath cleared of trees, brambles and bracken so that butterflies and
moths can fly.
As the bird breeding season is a time when conservation work cannot
be carried out we started the 2008 season in October again. This season
we are clearing away trees and scrub around Rush Pool, a very large pool
on Hartlebury Common next to the bogland area. Tremendous energy is
being expended by the many volunteers who attend on the first Sunday
and third Saturdays of the month and more recently an assistant sites
officer from Worcestershire County Council is assisting us on the third
Saturday.
Many of the volunteers are members of Butterfly Conservation. With
such a large site we look forward to many years of conservation work to
come to open up the site for moths and butterflies.
Dr Joy Rooney
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West Mids site guide: order your copy now!
To celebrate the 30th anniversary of the West Midlands branch
of Butterfly Conservation we are publishing a special guide to
30 of the best butterfly walks in the region. This limited edition
guide will feature site maps showing parking places, opening
times and access conditions, key species and best times to
visit, recommended routes and photographs. Send a cheque
for £5.95, made payable to “West Midlands BC”, to: Mike
Williams, 2 Dewberry Close, Stourport, Worcs DY13 8TB.
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Cover story

The rare Plumed Prominent.
(Roger Wasley)

Moth enthusiasts from
the West Midlands
branch travelled south
to join Gloucestershire
branch members in
search of a southern
rarity. The ‘Nationally
Scarce A’ Plumed
Prominent had not been
recorded in the
Cotswolds since 1972
until it was rediscovered
in Withington Wood in
November 2005. In
2007, moth-ers caught
19 species in
Withington Wood,
including 15 of the
prized Plumed
Prominent. On 15
November 2008, more
than a dozen moth-ers
set actinic and mercury
vapour traps in both
Withington Wood and
Lineover Woods, near
Cheltenham. A total of
12 Plumed Prominent
were recorded across
the two sites and all but
three preferred the
actinic traps in
preference to the MVs.
Sheila Wasley
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Chat from the Chair

Committee Members and Officers

Your Branch celebrates its 30th
Anniversary this year

Chairman
David Jackson
11 Hyperion Drive, Penn, Wolverhampton, WV4 5QW

I hope you like the new-look Comma, which has been superbly edited by
Roger Wasley.
Welcome to new members, and my thanks to members who stay with
us. Branch membership over the past twelve months has risen from 616
to 662.
There are far too many people to thank individually for their volunteer
efforts over the years, you know who you are, but I must single out Mike
Williams for special praise.
In 1979 the Branch was formed by Mike and Terry Green. Contact
with Terry has since been lost, however Mike is still on Committee
guiding and ‘overseeing’ us all. During the ten years or so I have known
him his commitment, enthusiasm and drive have never seemed to falter,
despite occasional ‘setbacks’. Mike is always coming up with new and
innovative ideas, and his conservation expertise and experience are often
called upon by his colleagues on Committee and beyond.
He told me the first Branch meetings were held in a member’s front
room!
Some Branch highlights over the past three decades include:• Owning, or part owning and managing reserves at Monkwood and
Grafton Woods in Worcestershire and Prees Heath Common in
Shropshire.
• Herefordshire’s first reserve is due to be officially opened in May
this year. Please see the new Branch website for further details.
• Data inputting of tens of thousands of volunteer recorders’ records,
which have been used for the national Millennium Atlas of Butterflies, in
helping to inform the latest edition of the West Midlands Regional Action
Plan, which can also be viewed on our Branch website
(www.westmidlands-butterflies.org.uk).
Your records will continue to play an important role, following the
recently signed Data Exchange Agreement with our co-County Eco
Records Centres, enabling Branch/ County Trusts to advise, and if needs
be challenge local authorities, landowners and developers.
Special thanks also to John Tilt who collates the butterfly transect
records submitted by his army of dedicated recorders.
Grateful thanks also to Nigel Stone who has inputted your records for
the past few years and will be pleased to accept your 2008 records by
Company limited by guarantee, registered in England
(2206468)
Registred office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth,
Wareham, Dorset BH20 5QP
Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) and
in Scotland (SCO39268)
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Mike Southall
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Find great moths on your home patch

By Steve Whitehouse

The season is already
warming up with the
cryptic Spring Usher
(above) and Mottled
Umber (below)
already recorded.
(Patrick Clement)

30

Most of us are probably aware of the 20 or so species of butterfly that we have
seen in our garden. I remember the long hot spell in July 2006 when, on one day
alone, no fewer than 13 species were evident in my small suburban garden on
the northeastern outskirts of Worcester. Some of these were undoubtedly
attracted to the three varieties of Buddleia, Michelmas Daisy and Clematis and
other flowering plants around the garden border.
A few years previous to this I had also noticed the odd moth entering the
kitchen and bathroom at dusk. With the help of a recent Christmas present, the
Field Guide to Moths of Great Britain and Ireland, by Waring, Townsend and
Lewington, I tentatively identified March Moth, Blood-vein, Riband Wave,
Large Yellow Underwing, Angle Shades and Dark Arches, amongst several
other apparently common species of larger moth. I became hooked and the next
year I took charge of a home-made moth trap with an 80-watt Mercury Vapour
bulb and have never looked back.
After four summers, my ‘property list’ now stands at around 270 larger moth
species and more than 120 ‘micros’. Regular visitors include the impressive
Poplar and Elephant Hawk-moths, the cryptic Buff-tip, striking Barred Yellow
and Red Underwing, as well as the intriguingly named Chinese Character,
Herald, Vapourer, Lackey and Gothic, to name a few. Particularly interesting
county records have been produced from here in the form of Obscure Wainscot,
Double Lobed, Sharp-angled Carpet, Vestal, Silver Cloud, Varied Coronet and
Golden Plusia. A warm night in June or July may produce 50 species.
Those taking part in the Garden Moth Scheme, will no doubt all have their
own version of this short story to tell. However, there are presumably many
members who do not have a moth trap or even a good moth book. Now is a good
time to start, as the season is just warming up and even at the time of writing in
mid-January I have already found Spring Usher and Mottled Umber on the only
mild night of 2009.
If there are any of you who are curious to know what moths may be in your
garden, small holding, farm or woodland and are either too busy or too
‘daunted’ to get started, then maybe I can help. In return for expenses (mainly
to cover travel costs, recording and equipment use), I can survey your property
at some stage this summer and produce a fully professional write-up. This will
include a full species list covering the visit, together with photographic
opportunities to capture images of the more visually pleasing finds
on the night. Further help may be sought if you decide to start moth
recording yourself. A minimum of two traps, Actinic and Mercury
Vapour, will be used.
The survey can cover either a half-night or whole night
depending on the location and time of year. Good weather is also a
vital requirement for moth surveys so flexibility is essential. Please
contact Steve Whitehouse BSc, 6 Skipton Crescent, Berkeley
Pendesham, Worcester, WR4 0LG. Tel 01905 454541 or mobile
07974 266637 or email me (jwhiteh107@aol.com). I look forward
to hearing from you.
(The Branch accepts no liability in respect of
individual/personal services intended to benefit the knowledge of
Lepidoptera, as advertised.)
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e-mail (NStone@hotmail.com). If you do not have access to a computer please
send them to me at the address below.
Our Branch Webpage gives access to a Recording Form, but if you do not
have access to a PC your records can also be submitted to either Nigel or me on
paper.
Nigel would dearly like a volunteer(s) to take over /assist him with records
inputting. If anyone can spare a few hours please contact him.
We very much appreciate the invaluable services of Regional Officers
Dr. Jenny Joy, Jane Ellis and Stephen Lewis, the reserve warden at Prees Heath,
in promoting BC’s conservation initiatives at all levels from landowners to
government agencies.
Please come along and support either a work party or event this anniversary
year.
At the autumn National AGM in York,
Anthony Glossop (see right), the Chairman of
St. Modwen Properties, the largest brownfield
owner/developer in the UK, was presented with
the Marsh Award for Conservation, following
his company’s partnership work with both
West Midlands and Warwickshire Branches.
St. Modwen are assisting in the creation of
and agreeing to maintain butterfly habitats on
various sites in their ownership. Further proof
that commerce and conservation can work
together. Thanks go to both Richard Southwell
for having the foresight to approach St.
Modwen, and to them for their willingness to
listen and assist.
In the last issue I inadvertently credited Harry Green with writing the article
entitled ‘A world apart’, which appeared in the Guardian on 7 May 2008. The
article was written by Paul Evans, and included pertinent comments from Harry.

By David Jackson

It was a very nice surprise recently to open a letter from Elliott Staley, a
12-year-old wildlife enthusiast and nature photographer from Burton-uponTrent. Elliott has very kindly donated £30.00 towards Prees Heath Reserve. He
raised the money from selling his butterfly photographs which he has had made
into key rings and bookmarks. You can read Elliott’s letter on page 9.
Best Wishes to all – and here’s to the next decade!

11 Hyperion Drive, Penn, Wolverhampton WV4 5QW.
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Regional Action Plan for the West Midlands
A major
update

The report
represents a major
update of the first
West Midlands
Regional Action Plan
published in 1997.
Thanks are due to
Alison Loram, who
wrote the first draft,
and all those branch
members, individuals
and organisations
who submitted
records, transect
data and other
information on which
the new RAP is
based. The report,
which is in full colour
and illustrated
throughout, was
designed and
typeset by Steve
Cheshire. The report
was produced as a
result of funding by
the Warwickshire
and West Midlands
branches of Butterfly
Conservation and
the Esmee Fairbairn
Foundation. Copies
of the report can be
downloaded from
Butterfly
Conservation’s
regional branch
website (www.
westmidlandsbutterflies.org.uk).
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Councils welcome key strategy document
Councils and conservationists have welcomed the publication of Butterfly
Conservation’s Regional Action Plan for the West Midlands, a magnificent
150-plus page report compiled by West Midlands Butterfly Conservation. The
report shows dropping numbers for over a third of butterflies in the last ten
years. Many, including several species that were formerly considered common
and widespread, are in urgent need of conservation action. For the first time the
status and conservation requirements of the region’s moths are also considered
in some depth.
The report outlines the actions necessary to reverse the fortunes of these
delicate creatures. Most endangered of all our butterflies is the beautiful High
Brown Fritillary which could become extinct in the region. Dr Jenny Joy,
Butterfly Conservation’s Senior Regional Officer and co-author of the report,
said: “The High Brown Fritillary has always been a very scarce butterfly in the
Midlands, but what is even more worrying is the way that once relatively
common species like Dingy Skipper, Wall Brown and Small Heath have gone
into freefall over the past ten years. Similar declines have also occurred in the
region’s moths”.
Co-author Mike Williams, a committee member of West Midlands branch,
added: “The report provides a wealth of information which can be used to
make informed decisions when butterfly habitats are put at risk and will serve
as a very useful reference document for many years to come.”

July 12 (Sunday) - Prees Heath Common Reserve
Meet at 2.00pm. Silver-studded Blue and heathland re-creation walk. Details as February 18.
July 12 (Sunday) - Lower Smite Farm, Worcs., moth identification course
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust official training event from 10.00am - 4.00pm (GR: SO750740). There will
be a charge. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
July 15 (Wednesday) - Knapp Nature Reserve butterfly walk
West Midlands 30th anniversary event
Meet at 2.00pm at the Knapp car park (GR:SO751521), hoping to see White Admiral,
Marbled White and a few other species.
July 18 (Saturday) - White-letter Hairstreak Foray
West Midlands 30th anniversary event
Baggeridge Country Park, near Wolverhampton. Meet at 10.30am outside the Vistor Centre.
Contact: David Jackson 01902 344716.
July 18 (Saturday) - Prees Heath Common Reserve work party
Meet at 10.30am. Ragwort clearance. Details as February 18.
July 18 (Saturday) - Butterfly identification for beginners
West Midlands 30th anniversary event
A free training day for beginners and for those who can identify many of the forest butterflies
but who want to learn more. Tutors will be Mike Williams and Rosemary Winnall. Wyre
Forest Visitor Centre, Callow Hill. Contact: Mike Williams 01299 824860.
July 25 (Saturday) - August 2 (Sunday) - Save our Butterflies Week
July 25 (Saturday) - Moths of traditional orchards
Herefordshire Nature Trust offices, Lower House Farm, Ledbury Road, Tupsley, Hereford, HR1 1UT.
8.00pm - 12.00 midnight. The workshop will start with a PowerPoint presentation on moth identification
and recording at a more advanced level than for beginners, lasting about 2 hours. This would focus on
moths associated with ancient orchards, a characteristic habitat of Herefordshire, covering both common
and scarcer species, including those on the UKBAP list. The indoor session will be followed by outdoor
activity at a nearby orchard including dusking etc if the weather is appropriate and from approximately
10.00pm onwards light-trapping and identification of the catch. Contact: the Moths Count team on 01929
406009 or nmrs@butterfly-conservation.org
August 1 (Saturday) - Chaddesley Wood moth recording
Meet at Jubilee Gate (GR: SO914736) 8.00pm. Contact: Mervyn Needham 01562 777461 or Alan Prior
0121 778 2973.
August 5 (Wednesday) - Prees Heath Common Reserve work party
Meet at 10.30am. Ragwort clearance. Details as February 18.
August 14 (Friday) - Wyre Forest moth recording
Meet at 7.30pm. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
August 16 (Sunday) - Shobdon Hill butterfly walk
West Midlands 30th anniversary event
Meet at 11.00am at The Covenhope parking area for a two-hour walk. Targets are Silverwashed Fritillary and grassland species. Contact: Robin Hemming 01568 797351.
August 29 (Saturday) - Chaddesley Wood moth recording
Meet at Jubilee Gate (GR: SO914736) 7.30pm. Contact: Mervyn Needham 01562 777461 or Alan Prior
0121 778 2973.
September 11 (Friday) - Wyre Forest moth recording
Meet at 7.00pm. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.

Co-authors Dr Jenny Joy and Mike Williams with their Regional Action Plan.
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September 12 (Saturday) - Monkwood moth trapping
Meet at 7.30pm at reserve car park on minor road between Sinton Green – Monkwood Green (GR:
SO804606). Contact: Mike Southall 01299 251467.
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Dates for your diary
May 17 (Sunday) - Ewyas Harold Meadows Reserve official opening
West Midlands 30th anniversary event
The reserve will be officially opened by Dr Martin Warren, BC Chief Executive. Please check
branch website for details.
May 23 (Saturday) - Butterfly identification for beginners
West Midlands 30th anniversary event
A free training day for beginners and for those who can identify many of the forest butterflies
but who want to learn more. Tutors will be Mike Williams and Rosemary Winnall. Wyre
Forest Visitor Centre, Callow Hill. Contact: Mike Williams 01299 824860.
June 6 (Saturday) - Chaddesley Wood moth recording
Meet at Jubilee Gate (GR: SO914736) 8.30pm. Contact: Mervyn Needham 01562 777461 or Alan Prior
0121 778 2973.
June 12 (Friday) - Wyre Forest moth recording
Meet at 8.00pm. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
June 20 - 28 (Saturday - Sunday) - Garden Moths Count
Moths Count is the biggest moth project of its kind in the world. Whether you are new to the
wonderful world of moths or a knowledgeable enthusiast, Moths Count gives you lots of
opportunities to take part. Contact: nmrs@butterfly-conservation.org
June 20 (Saturday) - Prees Heath Common Reserve
Meet at 8.30am. Silver-studded Blue emergence. Details as February 18.
June 20 (Saturday) - Butterfly identification for beginners
West Midlands 30th anniversary event
A free training day for beginners and for those who can identify many of the forest butterflies
but who want to learn more. Tutors will be Mike Williams and Rosemary Winnall. Wyre
Forest Visitor Centre, Callow Hill. Contact: Mike Williams 01299 824860.
June 20 (Saturday) - Hartlebury Common Moth Trapping
Joint event with Hartlebury Common Local Group at 9.30pm. Meet at Goal post car park on Stourport –
Crossway Green road (GR: SO822703). Contact: Mike Southall 01299 251467.
June 22 (Monday) - South Shropshire training day
Training day on Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary ID and monitoring by timed counts (part of the Midland
Fritillary Project). The location will be south Shropshire. Contact Jenny Joy 01952 249325 for more details.
July 4 (Saturday) - Joint mothing with the RSPB at Sandwell Valley Nature Reserve
Meet at 9.00pm until late. Booking essential. Off Tanhouse Avenue, Great Barr, Birmingham. Contact:
David Jackson 01902 344716.
July 4 (Saturday) - Chaddesley Wood moth recording
Meet at Jubilee Gate (GR: SO914736) 8.30pm. Contact: Mervyn Needham 01562 777461.
July 8 (Wednesday) - Prees Heath Common Reserve work party
Meet at 10.30am. Details as February 18.

WCBS goes ahead in 2009 after pilot testing
After two years of pilot testing, a new method of monitoring butterflies in
widespread habitats, such as farmland and upland moorland, is to be rolled out
nationwide this year.
The Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey method has been developed by
Butterfly Conservation and the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology as part of the
UKBMS project.
The existing Transect network provides invaluable data on the status of
butterflies, yet widespread habitats are under-recorded. More information on the
fate of butterflies in these areas is needed. The new survey is intended to fill
these gaps by complementing, rather than replacing, the existing Transect
network.
The pilot testing has thrown up some interesting information. Last year,
despite the unsettled weather, nearly two thirds of the 1-km squares visited in
2007 were revisited by volunteers. In total 40 species were recorded.
Importantly all 23 target species were detected in both pilot years which
means that trends can be analysed to test whether classic Transects provide a
truly representative picture of butterflies in the UK landscape as a whole.
Volunteers who have participated in the pilot testing have shown
considerable enthusiasm and it is hoped this will continue to grow.
There has been close involvement with the British Trust for Ornithology and
the method is based on the highly successful Breeding Bird Survey. We hope
that many BTO recorders will be returning to their bird sites this summer to
collect butterfly data as part of the survey along with many new surveys
completed by BC recorders.
The new method involves making a minimum of two visits to a randomly
selected square near to your home between May and August to count butterflies
along two 1km survey lines running roughly north-south through your square.
The survey will be co-ordinated centrally
by BC but we aim to find a Champion in
each Branch to help find willing
volunteers. We are aiming for 20 squares
per Branch.
Please contact local co-ordinator
David Jackson on 01902 344716 to
register interest in taking part and you
will be contacted in early spring with
instructions and the location of your
random 1km survey square. Keep an eye
on www.butterfly-conservation.org/wcbs
for more information.

By Dr Katie Cruickshanks
WCBS co-ordinator
At the National
Butterfly Recorders’
Meeting on Saturday
4 April at the
Birmingham and
Midland Institute,
Birmingham, plans
for the new survey
will be explained as
well as the usual
highlights such as
transect results from
2008 and many
interesting talks on
the wider uses of
butterfly data.

July 10 (Friday) - Wyre Forest moth recording
Meet at 8.00pm. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
July 12 (Sunday) - Grafton Wood butterfly walk
West Midlands 30th anniversary event
Meet at Grafton Flyford Church car park at 2.00pm. Target species are White Admiral and
Silver-washed Fritillary. The walk will take about two hours and there will be refreshments
available at the 3 Parishes Hall afterwards. Contact: John Tilt 01386 792458.
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For the survey to be an even greater
success more volunteers are needed
to monitor butterflies in selected 1km
squares. (Dennis Jonason)
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West Midlands Branch AGM
Nineteen members, including Dave Jackson in the chair, attended the Annual General Meeting of the West
Midlands Branch at 3 Parishes Hall, Grafton Flyford, Worcestershire, on 6 December 2008.

Chairman’s Report and reflections on the previous year

Dave Jackson’s report reflected on Butterfly Conservation’s 40th anniversary year and looked forward
to 2009 which marks the 30th anniversary of the West Midlands branch.
Despite the poor weather, 2008 had seen several highlights. Firstly, a new reserve at Ewyas Harold
Common had been donated to the Society. Plans were underway for the official opening in May 2009 (when
Pearl-bordered Fritillaries should be on the wing).
Funds had been depleted by the costs involved in the defence of court action brought against BC over
Prees Heath. Although the case had been won, the legal costs had been high. Dave Jackson proffered
particular thanks to the reserve manager, Stephen Lewis, and Head Office. Progress at the reserve had been
excellent with efforts to regenerate the heathland proving very successful.
The Chairman highlighted the project to protect fritillaries in the West Midlands in conjunction with the
Forestry Commission.
Attention was drawn to the Regional Action Plan which had recently been published and which was
available to purchase at £15 per copy.
Members were urged to forward any butterfly records to Nigel Stone, who had reported that he had only
received 5,000 records for 2008 to date. A data exchange agreement had recently been concluded.
Further funding had been secured to allow Dr Jenny Joy to continue her work, including funds from
SITA.
Work with St Modwen was ongoing and Dave congratulated Richard Southwell for his efforts in this
area, whereby St Modwen allows the branch to monitor brownfield sites with which they are involved. As
a result, St Modwen had won the Marsh Award for Conservation.

Regional Round-Up

Richard Southwell commented on Birmingham and the Black Country. In line with national trends, the
Small Tortoiseshell was suffering. 2008 had proved a poor year for Green Hairstreaks, but Dingy
Skippers had fared well.
In the Wyre Forest, John Tilt reported that he had received only one transect, but numbers had been
generally low. Particular concern was expressed about Grizzled Skippers although this species, together
with Common Blue, had prospered at Throckmorton where a great deal of work had been carried out.
Further work was planned at this site.
Mike Williams reported on the ‘Hedgerows for Hairstreaks’ initiative run by West Midlands Butterfly
Conservation. Results of a survey of hedgerows subject to Entry Level Stewardship (ELS) found little
difference in management practices with farms outside the scheme. It was felt this was due to the poor
design of ELS and lack of effective monitoring. As a result of the report, Natural England had funded a
training day for farmers which had been successful in raising awareness and encouraging new applications
to Higher Level Stewardship (see separate article).
Malcolm Butt brought the attention of the meeting to an initiative by the Co-op offering grants on
application for community projects. It was agreed that this could be a useful avenue for BC to explore
bearing in mind that the Co-op is one of the largest land-owners in the UK. It was also pointed out that the
Co-op is a major investor in St Modwen.

Approval of annual branch accounts and other financial matters

The Chairman reflected on the fact that in 1974, 20 people had attended the national AGM of the Society
with income reported at £501 and expenditure at £643. In 2008, the West Midlands branch membership
stood at around 620.
The branch Treasurer, Andy Littley, had already prepared a report and balance sheet for the branch
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March 22 (Sunday) - Trench Wood work party
Meet at 10.00am at reserve car park off Dunhampstead to Sale Green road (GR:
SO928589).
March 29 (Sunday) - Throckmorton
Meet at 10.00am just inside the landfill site on the access road (GR: SO970480).
Contact: Trevor Bucknall 01905 755757.
March 29 (Sunday) - Wyre Forest work party
Meet at at the Visitor Centre, Callow Hill, at 10.00am. Contact: Wildlife Ranger
Phil Rudlin 01299 266302 or 07711 239428 or Dr Jenny Joy 01952 245684.
April 4 (Saturday) - National Butterfly Recorders' Meeting
The Birmingham and Midland Institute, Birmingham. Plans for the new Wider
Countryside Butterfly Survey will be explained, Transect results for 2008 and talks
on the use of Butterfly data.
April 4 (Saturday) - Chaddesley Wood moth recording
Meet at Jubilee Gate (GR: SO914736) 6.30pm. Contact: Mervyn Needham 01562
777461 or Alan Prior 0121 778 2973.
April 5 (Sunday) - Monkwood work party
Meet at 10.00am at the reserve car park off the Sinton Green to Monkwood Green
road (GR: SO803603).
April 10 (Friday) - Wyre Forest moth recording
Meet at 6.30pm at the Visitor Centre car park to drive along forest tracks to the
trapping site. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.

Prees Heath
There will be many
days in the
autumn when
willing hands are
needed to help
plant 20,000 Bell
Heather plug
plants and handharvest Bell
Heather seed as
part of the ongoing
heathland
re-creation project.
Contact Stephen
Lewis, Prees
Heath Officer, on
07900 886809
nearer the time. All
offers of help
gratefully received!

May 2 (Saturday) - Chaddesley Wood moth recording
Meet at Jubilee Gate (GR: SO914736) 7.30pm. Contact:
Mervyn Needham 01562 777461 or Alan Prior 0121 778
2973.
May 8 (Friday) - Wyre Forest moth recording
Meet at 7.00pm. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
May 9 (Saturday) - Training day in the Forest of Dean
Training day on Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary habitat
assessment in the Forest of Dean (part of the Midland
Fritillary Project). Contact Jenny Joy 01952 249325.
May 13 (Wednesday) - Saltwells NR
West Midlands 30th anniversary event
Joint walk with Dudley Council and the
Urban Wildlife Trust to survey for breeding
sites and suitable habitats for the local priority species Dingy Skipper and Green
Hairstreak. Meet in Saltwells NR car park (GR: SO934868) which is signposted off
the main road just east of Merry Hill Shopping Centre. Bring packed lunch and a
drink. Contact: Richard Southwell 01384 397066.
May 16 (Saturday) - Introduction to moths and moth recording
Marden Village Hall, Hereford, from 10.30am - 4.00pm. The workshop will start
with a PowerPoint presentation on moth identification and recording for beginners,
as requested by the Herefordshire Moth Group. This will be followed by
demonstrations of recently-caught moths and of appropriate literature including a
discussion of delegates’ aspirations and how they can help with Moths Count. It
may also be possible to set up a trap overnight nearby and examine the contents
before the main part of the event begins. Contact: the Moths Count team on 01929
406009 or nmrs@butterfly-conservation.org

A work party of
volunteers cutting
Blackthorn for Brown
Hairstreaks at Grafton
Wood. (John Tilt)
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Dates for your diary
Special events to mark the 30th anniversary of West Midlands Branch
are denoted by this logo designed by member John Reeve.
February 14 (Saturday) - Hartlebury Common work party, Stourport
Meet at Bog car park at 9.30am. Contact: Dr Joy Rooney (hartleburycommonlocalgroup@hotmail.co.uk)
February 15 (Sunday) - Garden Moth Survey AGM
Starts at 1.00pm at Chaddesley Village Hall on the main A448 through Chaddesley village between
Bromsgrove and Kidderminster. Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
February 18 (Wednesday) - Prees Heath Common Reserve work party
Meet at 10.30am on the access track off the A49 opposite the Steel Heath turning (GR: SJ557363). Bring
a packed lunch. Tools and gloves provided. Contact: Stephen Lewis 01743 340721 or 07900 886809.
February 21 (Saturday) - Haugh Wood work party
Meet at 10.00am at the Forestry Commission car park off Fownhope to Woolhope road (GR: SO593365).
February 28/March 1 (Saturday/Sunday) - Ewyas Harold Weekend of Action
West Midlands 30th anniversary event
An opportunity to work on the latest BC reserve. Meet 10.00am on both days at northern end
of Ewyas Harold Common (GR: SO382302) adjacent to the cattle grid. This is approached
from Abbey Dore off the B4347 at Grid Ref: SO384306. Members welcome either day, but some members
plan to stay overnight. Contact John Tilt 01386 792458.
March 1 (Sunday) - Monkwood work party
Meet at 10.00am at the reserve car park off the Sinton Green to Monkwood Green road (GR: SO803603).
March 6 (Friday) - Garden Moth Scheme 2009 starts
Contact: Dave Grundy 0121 446 5446.
March 7 (Saturday) - Chaddesley Wood moth recording
Meet at Jubilee Gate (GR: SO914736) 5.00pm. Contact: Mervyn Needham 01562 777461 or Alan Prior
0121 778 2973.
March 8 (Sunday) - CSV Action Earth at Grafton Wood
A special work day sponsored by Morrisons under the Action Earth Scheme. Meet at 10.00am on Grafton
Flyford Church car park. Heavy footwear and strong gardening gloves are required. Tools provided. Work
parties also meet every Wednesday until April 1.
Meetings at the same time and place.
March 11 (Wednesday) - Prees Heath Common
Reserve work party
Meet at 10.30am. Details as February 18.
March 14 (Saturday) - Wyre Forest indoor moth
meeting
Meet at 7.45pm in the Wyre Forest Visitors Centre
(GR SO750740). All welcome
March 21 (Saturday) - Ewyas
Reserve/Common work party
Meet 10.00am. Details as February 28.

Harold

Left: Volunteers hand-harvesting Bell Heather seed
on Prees Heath Common Reserve (Stephen Lewis)
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accounts to the year ended 31 March 2008 which had been submitted to Head Office, consolidated into the
Society’s full accounts, audited and approved in July.
The accounts show a deficit for the year of £1,900 (2007: surplus of £4,081). The reduction of £5,981
in net funding was mainly due to a reduction in grant income of £3,125 due to one-off grants received in
2006/07 from Restore UK (£2,000) and Head Office (£950) for work at Grafton Wood, lower subscriptions
(-£950) due to the receipt of five quarters’ subs in 2006/07 and reduced fundraising (-£515) together with
increased expenditure due to increased overheads (-£336) and a £1,000 donation to the Morecambe Bay
Broadleaved Woodlands Project.

Committee Elections

The following members were elected to the
Committee: Joy Stevens – Branch Secretary;
Robin Hemming – Herefordshire Moth
Officer; Roger Wasley – ‘Comma’ editor
(thanks were extended to Dean Fenton, who
was standing down as editor of the branch
newsletter); and Malcolm Butt – Black
Country.
The following branch members were also
re-elected to the Committee: Mike Williams –
Worcestershire; Ian Hart – Herefordshire; and
Dr John Dover – Staffordshire.

Any Other Business

It was pointed out that the West Midlands
had been the first branch of Butterfly
Conservation to be set up, two of the founder
Above: a joint
members being Mike Williams and Terry Green. To mark the 30th anniversary in
effort as members
2009, a booklet was in preparation covering 30 walks in the region, contributed by
of West Midlands
individual members. To date 28 walks had been contributed and two further
and Glo’shire
volunteers at the meeting completed the required number of 30. The booklet was
branches check a
based on a similar publication issued by Gloucestershire branch in 2008 which had
moth trap for the
been designed and edited by Roger Wasley, who was also producing the West
rare Plumed
Midlands booklet.
Prominent at
Mike Williams announced a planned trip to the Isle of Arran from 26-29 June
Lineover Wood.
2009. Contact Mike for more details.
(Tricia Atkinson)
Malcolm Butt stressed the importance of maintaining pressure on local councils
to ensure that butterfly conservation was on their agenda and that habitat management was understood. The
Regional Action Plan had been distributed to all local councils within the branch area but it was often
difficult to ensure the information reached the most appropriate contact.
Following a query regarding the nature and extent of any dealings/cross-collaboration with local
wildlife trusts, John Tilt responded by saying that he monitored all transect results and contacted local
wildlife trusts if he had any specific concerns, e.g. Wood White at Monkwood. It was recognised that the
wildlife trusts had wide-ranging remits. It was also pointed out that grants were generally given for a
limited period of time and once that had elapsed, it was difficult to sustain efforts, thus leading to the
deterioration of specific sites.
Richard Stott asked if BC had been approached regarding the Avon Meadows Community Wetland
project at Pershore. This involved 25 hectares of water meadow between the town and the River Avon
which was being prepared initially with birds in mind. It was agreed that they may welcome some input
from BC and Dave Jackson requested further contact details to allow an approach to be made.
The day concluded with an informative slideshow presentation by Rosemary Winnall on the Hidden
Treasures of the Wyre Forest.
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Wanted: more garden moth recorders!

By Dave Grundy

The Garden Moth Scheme (GMS) has been running now for six years in the
West Midlands region with more than 50 gardens taking part across six counties.
Intentionally, there was no fanfare to announce the start of the scheme as we
wanted to keep it quiet while we worked out a recording system that was
effective. We now have a GMS that works and want to expand it to a national
scheme.
In 2007 and 2008 this process of expansion started and has already been a
great success. We now have GMS in Wales with 25 gardens (GMS Cymru),
South East England with 25 gardens, and Eastern England with 20 gardens. As
well as this we have recorders across the country from the Channel Isles to the
Orkney Islands in Scotland. In 2008 we had more than 170 GMS recorders and
we are hoping for another big expansion in 2009.

So do you want to join in for 2009?

What do you need to do to take part? You just need to count the numbers of
common moths you see in your moth trap, for one night every week from March
to November (and you are probably doing that already – you are allowed to miss
a few weeks on holiday, too). The list of moths consists of about 200 species,
common in your area and those that are difficult to identify are intentionally left
out. This means that the GMS is open to recorders of all abilities – you don’t
have to be an expert, just get yourself a moth trap and field guide and you will
be welcome! This is a rapidly expanding garden moth recording scheme that
measures the fortunes of our common moths. And, to make it even more
attractive to recorders, the GMS now has its own popular website, chat-site,
regular newsletter, annual report and meeting.

On the increase:
Blair’s Shoulder-knot
(Patrick Clement)

8

Then someone ahead shouted “pasha,” and a large butterfly zoomed low
overhead and quickly out of sight. It was several minutes later that we
reached an open area where we could check out all the trees and bushes
around us. Five, maybe six Two-tailed Pashas were circling high up,
occasionally chasing away intruders or flying past at break-neck speed. Then
one landed no more than two metres above us to give terrific views and a
chance to examine the intricate patterns on the underwings. The underside
basal and discal areas are brown with numerous black lines outlined in white,
while the upperside is a dark brown with broad orange marginal borders.
What a paint job!
Two-tailed Pashas are double brooded, flying in May/June and
August/October. We were seeing second brood butterflies at their best and in
good numbers. They congregate on hilltops, ridges and passes and form
territories, which they defend from all comers. Females could be observed at
head height fluttering among the branches of Strawberry Trees looking for
egg-laying sites. As the Two-tailed Pasha can be attracted to bait, we placed
a container of mashed banana in the open and within a few minutes a
butterfly descended from the tree tops to investigate.
There was much to celebrate that evening as we sipped cocktails while
watching the world go by at Fréjus; the group total was 40 species of
butterfly, including such gems as Berger’s Clouded Yellow, Large Wall,
Autumn Ringlet, Lang’s Short-tailed Blue, Provence Chalkhill Blue, the
localised Carline Skipper and False Grayling. Moths included dozens of
Feathered Footman, a species not recorded in Britain since the 19th century!

So what have been the results of the six years of West Midlands GMS?

We have found that some moths, including Dot Moth and Garden Carpet, are
in decline while others, such as Common Footman and Blair’s Shoulder-knot,
are increasing. Preliminary results for 2008 are already quantifying just how bad
a second wet summer has been for moths. But are these just short-term changes
and is this reflected across the whole country? To answer these questions we
need more moth recorders throughout the British Isles. If you count moths in
your back garden and want to make a real difference to the future of moths and
our environment, then get in touch with us to sign up for the 2009 recording
season.
If you are a beginner at trapping moths and don’t yet own a trap or field
guide then we still have two free moth kits available; including trap, field guide
and a few pots to offer you to get started – all you have to do in return is to
complete the 2009 recording season and send us your records. This is thanks to
generous sponsorship by the Opal partnership. Get in touch as soon as possible
if you want this offer, before we run out of kits.
So, get in touch straight away if you want to join the GMS from the West
Midlands – your records will be really valuable.
Please contact: Dave Grundy, 5, Melrose Avenue, Woodfield Road,
Sparkbrook, Birmingham, B12 8TG. Tel: 0121-446-5446 or e-mail:
dgcountryside@btinternet.com
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The Feathered Footman is a
common species in
Provence, but has not been
recorded in Britain since the
19th century.

A mating pair of Carline
Skipper ssp cirsii treated
by some authors
as a separate species Cinquefoil Skipper.
(Photos: Roger Wasley)
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A long weekend of ‘Pasha’ en Provence

By Sheila Wasley

The red fruit of the
Strawberry Tree.
A Two-tailed Pasha
feasts on a bowl of
mashed banana.

24

In case you hadn’t noticed, the summer of 2008 took another turn for the worse
with Britain lashed by high winds and deluged by incessant rain. So the offer to
spend a long weekend on the French Riviera in early September was welcomed
with open arms! The thought of wall-to-wall sunshine, temperatures of 30 degs
C and a good chance of seeing a few new butterfly and moth species for the
“life list” was a temptation too hard to resist.
The four-day trip, organised by West Midlands branch committee member
Mike Williams, was intriguingly billed as a “Weekend of Pasha!” The Twotailed Pasha (Charaxes jasius) is one of Europe’s largest and most strikingly
marked butterflies. Its size, colouration, twin tails and striped undersides are
unique in the European fauna. Unmistakable yes, but could we find it in the
wooded hills of the Massif des Maures?
Our party of six left the rain behind on a two-hour flight from Birmingham
to Nice, where we were greeted by a balmy climate and other excited travellers
– some no doubt heading for the casinos of Monte-Carlo and Monaco. I guess
I shouldn’t have been surprised to find that at Nice airport, gateway to the rich
and famous, the rows of privately-owned business jets outnumbered airliners!
A tedious 90-minute check-in for our hire car was soon forgotten as we
headed west towards Cannes before taking the twisting coastal road towards St
Tropez with the Med to our left and rolling hills to our right. We were astounded
by the number of boats in the marinas, harbours and picturesque inlets where
million euro yachts were ten a cent.
Our hotel on the busy seafront at Fréjus was ideally situated for exploring
the surrounding hills, and our breakfasts and evening meals were taken in the
open air with the sound of waves lapping the sandy beach just 50 metres away.
Surely this is how summer should be enjoyed?
Driving inland from Grimaud, further to the west, we were soon climbing
along a winding mountain road. Here the hillsides were covered with Cork
Oaks (Quercus suber), charred black from a raging fire in 2003 which claimed
the lives of three firefighters. Opposite a roadside memorial in their honour, we
explored a small disused quarry where the first butterfly of the trip was a
splendid Great Banded Grayling in addition to more
familiar Chalkhill Blues and Meadow Browns. Bluewinged crickets and an assortment of dragonflies were
everywhere.
Armed with advice from the Internet, we gained
more height in search of our target species. The Twotailed Pasha is found among hills in Mediterranean
France, Portugal and neighbouring Spain, most
Mediterranean islands from the Balearics to Cyprus,
Greece and Italy and coastal Balkans. In North Africa it
is predominantly coastal. The butterfly requires wooded
hillsides with plenty of Strawberry Trees (Arbutus
unedo), the larval food plant.
At a col, where the road reached its highest point, we
explored a dirt track bordered by Cork Oaks and
Strawberry Trees. For the first time I didn’t need to
crane my neck to see Purple Hairstreaks; here they were
at eye-level as they circled the oaks.
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Brown Hairstreak: positive news at last!
After previous tales of woe, some positive news to report on the Brown
Hairstreak. Following our Hedgerows for Hairstreaks report published early in
2008 (copies are downloadable from the branch website www.westmidlandsbutterflies.org.uk), which was critical of the impact of the hedgerow option
within the entry level stewardship (ELS) scheme, Natural England have now
agreed to view all of the breeding area for the Brown Hairstreak in
Worcestershire as a priority for higher level stewardship (HLS). Previously, the
priority had been to other parts of the county so this is really good news.
The advantage of HLS over ELS, apart from the fact that the level of
payments are higher, is that the scheme requires the completion of a detailed
Farm Environment Plan and allows for site specific management to be
undertaken. The other crucial difference is that Natural England staff are
By Mike Williams
directly involved in assisting landowners in identifying important features on
their farm and ensuring that measures appropriate to
wildlife are included.
In partnership with Natural England, a training
day for farmers was held at the end of November
which provided information on how best to manage
land for Brown Hairstreak and other butterflies and
also provided details on how farms could apply for
HLS. The day was well attended and as a result there
have been a number of follow-up enquiries which
we hope will lead to an increased number of farms
entering stewardship.
Each year, we search for Brown Hairstreak eggs
around Grafton Wood and the second piece of good
news is that, despite all the problems, our egg counts
so far this winter suggest that numbers are holding
up pretty well. We are always looking for new
volunteers to assist us in this task and if you are
interested in helping please get in touch.
Mike Williams
Brown Hairstreak at Grafton Wood (John Tilt)
Brown Hairstreak Species Champion

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,
My name is Elliott Staley and I am eleven years old. I have enjoyed going out to see butterflies and
photographing them since I was about six years old.
In 2008 I saw 47 species of butterfly from Holly Blue in my garden, Orange Tip on my local patch
to Chequered Skipper when I went on holiday to Scotland.
I was invited by DANES to show some of my photographs at the insect show at Morley College in
November. I decided it would be a great opportunity to raise some money for Butterfly Conservation. I
used my photographs to make bookmarks, which I sold for £1. My favourite local Butterfly Conservation
site is Prees Heath where Silver-studded Blues allow for some fantastic photographic opportunities. I
decided to give the money I raised to help buy heather plants for the reserve.
Elliott Staley, Stretton, Burton-upon-Trent, Staffordshire
Editor: Well done Elliott! Keep up the good work – and don’t forget to e-mail us some of your pictures.
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Knapp and Papermill Butterfly Report 2008

By Garth Lowe

HIT: Speckled Wood
sightings have nearly
doubled.
MISS: Marbled Whites
have dropped by
almost half.

10

It was 1987 that a butterfly transect walk was started here, making it a longterm record of 22 years, with only two observers. The rainfall in 2008 turned
out to be as bad as in 2007, except that the rain fell in more manageable
amounts, with no flooding along the brook. Only June and August, during the
relevant summer months, had only half its normal rainfall and the others were
average or even double. This produced another very poor season with total
sightings almost identical to 2007, with 22 species recorded, one less than the
previous year. Total sightings are now less than half of the earliest years, even
though no major habitat changes have occurred in the reserve. It is, of course,
the Meadow Brown that forms most of the sightings, and it is not since 1995
that the total numbers in a summer have exceeded 2,000 individual sightings.
One other important fact could be the rainfall from April to August, and on
checking the rainfall figures from my records at Old Storridge nearby, the
following statistics emerged. The average monthly falls for the good years of
1991 and 1992, were 49.3mm and 79.8mm, 1995 30.4mm, 1996 54.8mm, with
bad years such as 2006 and 2008 having 50.0 and 73.4mm, with 2007 a
staggering 101mm. It does look as if this could be a contribution to the falling
numbers, where there have been no major changes in how the reserve is
managed. The average yearly rainfall has also increased from a figure of 733
mm for the first ten years of butterfly recording, to a figure of 785mm for the
last ten years, which is a rise of 9%!
At least seven species had almost identical numbers, indicating the poor
weather did not severely deplete their numbers further, but six others went
down with a bump. The Marbled White dropped by almost a half, which was
a disappointing result as it has only been on the reserve for eight years with
numbers peaking in 2006. The Common Blue, which is the other colony
species, had a meagre rise but with quite low numbers compared with 1998,
when a staggering number of sightings were made following a low average
rainfall for the previous summer. Similarly in 2006 there was a better
appearance, again following a drier summer.
There were only three Small Tortoiseshell sightings, and no Dingy
Skippers were seen but the White-letter Hairstreak was observed. The White
Admiral did appear again making it the fourth year they have been seen, giving
their wonderful flight performance, mainly along the brook, and usually in the
first weeks of July. The Brimstones made a spring appearance, numbers being
down, but as usual none were seen in the late summer. Large Skippers dropped
to equal the low in 1991, and although Small Coppers seemed better
elsewhere, this was not repeated here.
On the positive side Large White and Speckled Woods nearly doubled
their sightings, which at first seems odd, looking at how wet it was in 2007, and
also the fact that whites are mainly transient, whereas the Speckled Woods,
which may have benefited from a good August, are home grown so to speak.
The Meadow Brown showed an increase too, that was only just about
significant, which was also rather surprising. The best year for this species was
1995, which was a season following two below average rainfall summers.
It is difficult to fathom the real reasons why there is such a decline overall,
when there are so many factors other than climate to consider. The worrying
factor about this reserve is that it seems unlikely it is management, as things
have remained unaltered for such a long period, but this year the Big Meadow
was not able to be cut for hay, which may influence next years figures.
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Moth recording in Chaddesley Wood in 2008
Eleven visits were made to the wood during 2008, sometimes in not the best of
conditions! The first visit, at the end of February, was arranged at short notice.
All who managed to make it were glad they made the effort as more than 400
moths were trapped!
The last session, in November, was preceded by an appalling weather
forecast. However, as usual, the weather “experts” were totally wrong and one
period of rain didn’t dampen anyone’s enthusiasm as more than 200 moths of 23
species were recorded.
The weather did play its part earlier in the year as the proposed venture into
Black Meadow had to be postponed due to it being far too wet. In the end, only
I managed to make it into the meadow on a Thursday night, a month later! It did
prove extremely worthwhile as 11 species new to Chaddesley were found.
Overall, 365 species were recorded throughout the year with 35 being new
for the wood. The species list for the site is now over 660, thus proving that the
regular recording over the years is paying off. The highlights in 2008 were a first
Worcestershire record of the micro moth Tebenna micalis and second county
record of another micro moth Assara terebrella. Among the macro moths newly
recorded were Mallow, Puss Moth and Tawny Pinion.
As with every year, a big thank you to everybody who has contributed to the
moth recording efforts. Hopefully,
it’s been a lot of fun and you will
return in 2009 to make a difference –
again!
The scheduled recording dates for
2009 are:
Saturday 7th March meet 17.00
Saturday 4th April meet 18.30
Saturday 2nd May meet 19.30
Saturday 6th June meet 20.30
Saturday 4th July meet 20.30
Saturday 1st August meet 20.00
Saturday 29th August meet 19.30
Saturday 3rd October meet 18.00
Saturday 7th November meet 16.00

Puss Moth was a new
record for the wood.

This Mallow, trapped
on 4 October, was a
first for Chaddesley.
(Alan Prior)

This Angle-striped Sallow, attracted to
a Skinner trap on 24 July, has
Nationally Scarce B status. (Alan Prior)

The meeting place is always at Jubilee Gate (GR: SO914736)
and all are welcome. The spring and autumn dates are at the
mercy of the weather so please check with Mervyn Needham,
Wood Warden on 01562 777461, or myself, on 0121 778 2973, to
confirm details. We will always try and do at least one recording
session per month so, if the scheduled date is cancelled, another
will be arranged.
Alan Prior
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73.4
101
50.0
46.0
74.7
48.5
57.3
66.2
71.1
65.9
60.2
67.3
54.8
30.4
48.7
58.3
49.3
Av Rain Apr-Aug

79.8
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1659
2059

25
23

2054
2090

23
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1231
2082

22
22

2086
2720

22
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2279
2363

23
22
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3507

26
20
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2533

23
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2395
3748
TOTAL Sightings

4285

2
Brown Argus

24

2

1
Silver-washed Fritillary

22

1

1

1
1
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TOTAL Species

1
1

0
3
Dingy Skipper

White Admiral

0

0
1

2
4
3
0
1

8
1
8
11
1*
1
0
0
1
2
1
0
1
1
4

17

0

12

0
7
0
1
0*
0
0
2
0
1
0
2
0
1
0

2

Clouded Yellow

1

33
68
44
13
13*
9
3
1
1
0
1
1
0
0
0
0

0

2

Marbled White

0

2
22
2
1
3
4
1
3
3
18
5
9
18
10
17
11
Purple Hairstreak

25

0
3
0
0
0
0
2
0
4
5
2
6
2
3
9
6
11

56

2
Painted Lady

White-letter Hairstreak

7
20
0
12
17*
2
3
10
1
3
0
154
0
3
0

8

170
Speckled Wood

2

32
84
66
93
60*
71
29
52
73
118
91
59
90
100
117

34

69
Holly Blue

164

7
6
6
14
2*
13
7
1
9
67
66
11
0
0
3

1

104
Comma

20

33
68
37
41
34*
18
37
52
67
33
104
45
32
8
28

3

62
Small White

55

4
6
11
9
24*
2
13
22
22
9
99
28
99
84
33

108

86
Small Tortoiseshell

57

0
7
7
20
11*
20
51
37
114
18
501
54
54
53
49

7

79
Small Skipper

62

106
135
88
123
22*
31
83
50
22
43
22
35
172
110
140

100

73
Small Copper

32

12
14
9
31
27*
26
15
12
5
15
56
51
72
20
8

21

222
Ringlet

63

165
309
261
296
289*
374
223
166
50
104
147
66
138
165
235

41

19
Red Admiral

217

20
27
11
11
29*
4
33
49
87
28
21
32
25
14
25

27

189
Peacock

53

65
31
28
39
29*
70
63
64
56
71
94
144
86
62
107

1029

122
Orange Tip

185

30
37
50
40
65
81
41
81
32
77
67
67
61
60
58

37

2166
Meadow Brown

86

837
782
950
757
268*
824
1191
1591
1446
1229
777
1524
2644
1438
1206

5

132
Large White

1688

20
50
37
31*
42*
39
40
80
31
85
109
16
88
84
75

68

5
Large Skipper

196

9
10
18
24
11*
30
8
16
6
11
9
35
29
17
13

119

394
Gatekeeper

9

108
125
220
263
93*
90
126
106
103
80
98
194
170
101
131

41

245

335

108
123
131
169*
103*
170
84
246
125
324
240
173
340
197
165

7

Green-veined White

315

35
131
59
87
82*
215
105
120
37
44
144
823
88
101
79
173
Common blue

178

2008
2007

21
9

2006
2005

7
4*

2004
2003

7*
19

2002
2001

14
9

2000
1999

6
21

1998
1997

9
10

1996
1995

16
10

1994
1993

33
17
27
Brimstone

1992
1991
SPECIES

Total sightings at Knapp and Papermill, April to September. * Some missing weeks 2003, and one week 2004

Longhorn beetle
Strangalia quadrimaculata in Mabie Forest.
(Rosemary Winnall)

and colourful Emperor Moth caterpillars were discovered on Bog Myrtle and
we disturbed the pyralid moth Catoptria margaritella from the grass as we
walked. Many Redpoll flew overhead and a dead Common Shrew was found,
dead in its tracks – as they often are, having died of ‘old age’.
We ate lunch at Bellymack Farm, 1km east of Laurieston, a Red Kite feeding
station. The local RSPB liaison officer told us how this supplementary feeding,
began by the farm and later formalised by agreement with RSPB, supplied on
average 2 oz. of meat – one third of a day’s needs – to about 30 kites most days.
Up to 75, including Welsh and Black Isle birds, come to visit. The successful
introduction programme, now using birds from the ten sites in the British Isles,
rather than Sweden, Spain and Germany from where the early introductions
were made, shows how good PR and intelligent management can alter attitudes
and reverse a decline of once rare breeding species. The RSPB expects over
1,000 breeding pairs of Red Kite in Wales alone this year.
After the Red Kite spectacular, we visited Ken-Dee Marshes, leased by
RSPB from a shooting estate at the top of Loch Ken. The mile-long walk to the
woodland was rewarded by a Red Admiral and several marsh plants, including
Hemlock Water Dropwort. No Red Squirrels came to the feeding station but we
had excellent prolonged views of Willow Tit from the hide; an old friend, rarely
seen in Worcestershire these days.
Both Neil Gregory and Mike Southall ran moth traps at night in the gardens
of their respective B&Bs. In spite of cool, wet weather for much of the time, it
was good to see moths such as Dotted Clay, Barred Red, Ghost Moth,
Burnished Brass and Gothic amongst the catch.
The traditional quiz on our final evening, composed by Neil and Corinna
Gregory, was won by Mike and Wendy Southall. Our thanks go to Neil and
Corinna for planning another splendid trip and we look forward to Arran from
26-29 June.

Table 1

The Scottish Wildlife
Trust reserve at
Knowetop Lochs, five
miles east of New
Galloway. (Dave
Shenton)
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Wildlife Gardening - Pub, restaurant or hotel?

By Richard Southwell

Leopard Moth in a
honeysuckle flower.
(Rosemary Winnall)
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The continuing decline of wildlife across the countryside is encouraging many
of us to turn our hands to wildlife gardening. Alan Titchmarsh led the way about
five years ago and we currently have BBC TV showing Wild About Your
Garden starring Nick Knowles which I hope will be further encouragement for
many of you to give it a go.
Colonial species of butterfly have really benefited in urban areas where a
combination of council policies e.g. Linear Open Space, canals and railways,
forgotten corners and brownfield sites plus gardens mean that decent pockets of
habitat are invariably connected. This has been further enhanced in the West
Midlands in recent years by commercial interests furthering our cause such as
St Modwen Properties PLC at various sites and also LCP Properties PLC at
Pensnett Trading Estate in Dudley. They even save money in the process which
must be good news in these difficult economic times. The number of breeding
sites in Dudley for Dingy Skipper and Green Hairstreak has actually
increased over the last eight years whilst the distribution map of the Common
Blue is the most dense for anywhere in the branch patch. Don’t forget moths
such as the day-flying Burnet Companion and Latticed Heath or their
nocturnal brethren such as Leopard Moth, Ghost Moth or the Bird’s Wing
which is common by Norton Covert.
Frankly, if property developers can integrate wildlife into their schemes so
should every member of Butterfly Conservation. The need for this is even
greater in the rural countryside where decent habitat is often too isolated and
therefore invariably too small as an area big enough to support the existence of
a metapopulation is the only guarantee species will be there for our
grandchildren. So please consider using a part of your garden as the missing
link in the corridor of sustainability. You might well ask, what have I done?
I started about ten years ago and the garden evolved gradually. Not being
very experienced this was probably a mixed blessing for biodiversity but then I
had the advantage of ‘ignorance being bliss’. I
used to have a rampant old berberis in the front
garden which attracted the rare Scarce Tissue,
whilst the Bramley tree created a sheltered
dappled corner at the back that was great for
Speckled Wood and the neighbour’s old silver
birch was great for Leopard Moth and many
other species. I introduced nettle in the other
shady corner and the years have confirmed a
breeding colony of Comma. A self-seeded
buddleia has turned out fortuitously to be most
attractive to butterflies and since I started
garden moth-ing in 2002 it is also brilliant for
moths along with the regular dusk flypast of
bats! The veg patch got abandoned and as the
grasses took over so large numbers of Ringlet,
Gatekeeper and Meadow Brown have come
in. Jack-by-the-hedge was introduced and we
get to watch the eggs of both Orange Tip and
Green-veined White hatch and become adults.
Leaving the borders also had its rewards with
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Sunday began warm but it was
after 11a.m. when the sun burnt off
the coastal mist. So we enjoyed a
coffee at Rockcliffe before
exploring the shore and path along
the modest cliff to Castlehill Point
and the south slopes of Barcloy
Hill. Here, we were hoping in vain
for Northern Brown Argus. Some
of the party had seen rather faded
specimens at Arnside Knott, on
their way up to Kirkcudbright two
days earlier. The neutral soil, on
headland between Auchencairn
Bay and Mersehead Sands, and the
mixture of coarse and improved
grassland allowed little in the way
of interesting flora and only a few
isolated Rock Rose, our target’s
food-plant, were seen.
Interesting plants along the
Exploring the path along the modest cliff to Castlehill Point.
shore included Parsley Water
Dropwort, Gipsywort, Sea-lavender, Sea Radish, Seaside Centaury and Burnet
Rose. A female Adder was found among beach stones. Several Grayling were a
pleasure to see, as were a few Small Tortoiseshell and one Small Copper.
We lunched on the cliff-top, with a small party of Common Scoter far out to
sea and juveniles of Stonechat, Redstart and Willow Warbler, plus Whitethroat
and Rock Pipit on the rocks, gorse and heather below.
After lunch, a large Common Lizard was photographed by many as it basked
on Blackthorn. Back at the café was an, increasingly uncommon, Spotted
Flycatcher and a Holly Blue – a new kilometre square for this species.
Monday 28th was a most enjoyable and full day. There was hot sunshine all
day. Our first stop was a splendid 28 hectare Scottish Wildlife Trust reserve,
Knowetop Lochs, five miles east of New Galloway. The two small Lowes Lochs
are managed by their owners in agreement with SWT since the breaking up of a
large estate in the 1960s. The lochs are separated by a ridge of wet deciduous
Micro moth Olethreutes
woodland, mainly birch, and fringed with reedswamp, blanket bog and willow
schulziana at Kirkconnell.
scrub. The presence of four different species of willow indicates the woodland
(Rosemary Winnall)
is of considerable age. Adjacent moorland ranges from wet peat moss to grassy
heath.
Those with a botanical bent were pleased to find Whorled Caraway
in the wetter areas. Bogbean was also spotted by some, but the rare
Intermediate Bladderwort, which traps and digests invertebrate prey,
was not showing above water. Extensive Bog Myrtle and Cross-leaved
Heath were present in damp acid areas. Marsh Cinquefoil and, again,
Floating Bur-reed were found. Petty Whin, a plant of drier moorland
was present but overlooked.
Several fresh, and surprisingly dark looking Scotch Argus were on
the wing, as were several Common Blue. The day’s prize-winning
insects were dragonflies and damselflies: Blue-tailed, Emerald and
Large Red Damselflies and Four-spotted Chaser, Black Darter and
Golden-ringed Dragonflies. The iridescent bronze wings of the female
Black Darters were amazing in the strong sunshine. A number of large Purple Hairstreak in Mabie Forest.
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Dumfries and Galloway: 25-28 July 2008

By Trevor Trueman

Scotch Argus at
Knowetop Lochs.
(Dave Shenton)
Ray Birchenough
takes a close-up shot
in Mabie Forest.
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A party of 25, 20 from West Midlands and five from Scotland, met for supper
at the Gordon House Hotel, Kirkcudbright, on the Friday evening – the first
meeting for many since the successful Butterfly Conservation field trip to Skye
in the summer of 2007.
After arrangements for lunch and car-shares had been made next morning,
we set off for the Mabie Forest Nature Reserve, an area of 100 hectares within
the much larger woodland belonging to the Forestry Commission. The area
managed by Butterfly Conservation, on the edge of Lochaber Loch, is about
two miles from the car park.
On the way in, after noting a distressing abundance of Japanese Knotweed,
our first treat was to compare young 2cm frogs and toads on a damp lawn.
Varied woodland included Alder Buckthorn and Bird Cherry, on which Ray
Birchenough identified a larval web of its associated Ermine Moth. A Clouded
Magpie moth was spotted on vegetation near its foodplant Wych Elm and Nick
Williams identified several Boletus, Russula and other fungi, mostly associated
with Birch. A freshly-emerged Purple Hairstreak was spotted only two feet
above ground-level on Herb Bennet, before we entered open heathland.
Although we did not see Forester Moth or any of the regional butterfly
specialities, we were rewarded with a Dark Green Fritillary flypast at lunch and,
later, by the interesting but gruesome spectacle of a Golden-ringed Dragonfly
devouring a wasp. Ringlet, Meadow Brown, Red Admiral (a first for 2008 for
most of the party), Common Blue and Small Heath completed the tally.
The way-marked trail, a four mile-round trip, approached the shore of
Lochaber Loch, where several interesting plants were seen, including Floating
Bur-reed, new to most party members. Alongside the track Wild Angelica
flowerheads attracted a range of insects including the longhorn beetle
Strangalia quadrifasciata, and hoverflies Leucozona glaucia and the
impressively large Sericomyia silentis.
The Mabie Forest is a Mecca for mountain bikers and a precipitous and
twisting descent of boardwalk and narrow beams down towards the loch was
viewed with grudging admiration of the bikers by those of us who descended
on foot. A few were lucky to see a Common Lizard waiting for insects on the
boardwalk.
Although these are early days of
involvement of Butterfly Conservation
Scotland, the potential of this area, in terms of
conservation and public relations is very good.
After a welcome break for tea, some were
frustrated in attempts to find access to
Kirkconnel Flow, a Scottish National Nature
Reserve, a few kilometres to the west of Mabie
Forest. Eventually, four of us found this area of
raised bog, within a conifer plantation, rescued
by Scottish Natural Heritage from invasion by
surrounding trees. In the drier areas the tortrix
moth Olethreutes schulziana was plentiful
amongst the heather. Large Heath was not
found, despite our best efforts among the cotton
grass, due to the lateness of the season and,
possibly, the time of day.
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floristic displays of foxgloves and rosebay
willowherb attracting Foxglove Pug and
Elephant Hawkmoth. Where our Old Lady
comes from, I haven’t a clue.
However, a review two years ago flagged up
a number of concerns. It reminded me the
biggest killer of wildlife is not herbicide nor
insecticide but fertiliser. The borders were by
now a tangled mass of couch grass that had
crowded out ‘good’ plants. The veg patch was
becoming overrun with both nettles and
bramble whilst one of the borders had attracted
the deadly bindweed. Ideally you want low
fertility a problem Stephen Lewis has had to
resolve at Prees Heath. It has taken time and effort to clear out these areas and
2009 will prove how successful I have been. However, will this activity affect
the abundance of Gatekeeper? Time will tell. The introduced snowberry by the
kitchen window so we could watch Holly Blue nectaring had failed to attract
them and the roots were causing problems in the patio. However, next doors’
overhanging laurel flowers in a sheltered sunny patch were highly attractive for
egg-laying. It was fascinating watching the caterpillars emerge and go though
their various instars. Have we made a discovery with this observation as laurel
is not known as a foodplant? Self-seeded greater bird’s-foot trefoil was out of
control spreading between the patio slabs and although we would see the odd
Common Blue nectaring we never spotted any egg-laying. A great success was
the introduction of hemp agrimony that attracts masses of all the brown
butterflies for the nectar. We used to see a Brimstone flying through the garden
every other year but sandstone in the Stourbridge area doesn’t support
buckthorn. Ironically we have managed to establish an alder buckthorn but have
not seen one since! Jack-by-the-hedge and honesty have been great
introductions; the plants are attractive, colourful and not invasive or pernicious.
Michaelmas daisy is another success as its late flowers attract the range of
vanessids, whilst the broken garage window attracts the attention of
overwintering Peacock and Herald. The people living at the
bottom of our garden have moved so now the ivy is left to
grow, great for overwintering insects, an autumnal nectar
source for moths and as a foodplant for the Holly Blue. The
bramley got blown over in a gale but the tree was added to a
wood pile that is home for stag beetle. Berberis has been
reintroduced. Briefly we also held the record for the most
northerly record on the west side of Britain for Orange
Footman which attracted the media, though some of you had
the dubious pleasure of hearing me extol the virtues of
wildlife gardening on the BBC.
And for the future. The financial outlook has dictated the
reintroduction of the veg patch but will the blackcurrants and
gooseberries give us various clearwings? We hope the new
bramley will bring back the numbers of Speckled Wood. On
seeing seven Holly Blue nectaring on tansey by Saltwells

Ivy is great for
overwintering insects
and as a foodplant for
the Holly Blue.
(Andrew Daw)

New bramley should
bring back the
Speckled Wood.
(Patrick Clement)
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How Archer’s Dart
gets to the garden
remains a mystery.
(Patrick Clement)

Nature Reserve warden shed some have been transferred to our patch outside
the kitchen. I have been introducing various hedgerow plants but am doubtful
that the location of our blackthorn will attract Brown Hairstreak though we
should get Blue-bordered Carpet breeding. St Modwen Properties will be
building wildlife rockeries utilising some of their rubble and reducing their
carbon footprint. They will be seeded with birds-foot trefoil that will attract
Dingy Skipper and Green Hairstreak. I will do the same but unfortunately our
garden is not in the corridor so their presence is most unlikely but I will settle
for Common Blue. If any reader living around Gornal, Netherton, Tipton and
Halesowen does, your chances of success will be much greater than mine. Also,
if anyone can advise me about ways of attracting Small Copper and the
skippers, I will be all ears. 2008 was a great year for all types of summer
skippers, in particular Essex but not one record in our garden.
We don’t have oak within half a mile but regularly record Merveille du
Jour and Maiden’s Blush, but why not Blotched Emerald or Frosted Green?
We can’t understand how Archer’s Dart has got to our garden since we have
checked it isn’t even breeding on the heathland that is part of the nearby golf
course. We don’t know it all but the one sure thing is there will be some
surprises. Nature is a moving feast and our garden has given us endless variety
and enjoyment. I hope yours does as well.

An Orange-tip for you

By John Reeve

Weather has always featured high in British day-to-day conversation topics, but
to the more lowly inhabitants of these islands it is often pivotal to their survival.
I was reminded of this fact by an incident in my own garden when I noticed an
Orange Tip in suspended animation for what seemed an eternity during a long
spell of foul weather. Day after day of rain and overcast skies, eventually the
sun did appear whereupon she immediately pounced onto, or more accurately
into, an open blossom of Periwinkle.
I returned some time later to find her still inside the trumpet-shaped
blossom. Was she stuck, I asked myself, or worse still had she fallen prey to a
spider? I tapped her gently but no response. I then carefully proceeded to pull
her free only to find she was still feeding. I then placed her on the arm of the
garden bench, she promptly flew back to the same blossom and continued her
indulgence. Conclusion:
having been caught out by
the weather immediately
after hatching she was
obviously desperate to fill
her tank before proceeding
with her egg-laying duties
– and Periwinkle is clearly
a nectar source worth
noting at that time of year.

The female Orange Tip
nestled in the open
blossom of Periwinkle.
(John Reeve)
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My No. 1 moth-trapping site – Hednesford Hills in Staffordshire. (Photos: Alan Prior)

Absolutely not, as all the species that were caught – a total of 12 – hadn’t been
recorded on the Hills before. After a slow start to the year we ended up having
some record-setting nights. In mid-July we broke our own Staffordshire record
for recording species on one night when 202 showed up. Then, two weeks later,
an amazing 219 were found on a perfect mothing night.
As visits went on later in the year than previously, quite a few
autumn species, that hadn’t been seen before, managed to get
recorded and, with Dave recording another year in the cattle field,
more and more information is becoming available to build a better
picture of how the grazing is affecting the habitat.
After such a great time was had in 2008, it made me realise how
much I’d missed going the year before. With money becoming an
‘endangered species’ it’s very unlikely that Steve will secure more
funding for Dave in 2009. The great news for me came towards the
end of the year when Steve gave me a key to the site and said I could
go anytime I liked. Even if 2009 is like 2007 weather-wise, I am
determined not to make the same mistake and I will go up to the Hills
at some point, because I know how much I’d miss it if I don’t!

A first for Staffs:
the Pine Hawkmoth
caught at
Hednesford Hills.
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My favourite place: Hednesford Hills, Staffs.

By Alan Prior

Some of the recordsetting moths trapped
on 27 July 2008 at
Hednesford Hills:
Grass Emerald, Dot
Moth and Miller.
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My initial visit was with Dave Grundy, who was contracted to get some baseline moth data to see the effect of a new grazing regime on a patch of heathland
in Staffordshire. From that moment in July 2003, I’ve been caught up in the
magical place that is Hednesford Hills. For the past five years I’ve been back on
numerous occasions and have enjoyed my visit every time.
It seems to be one of those places that has its own weather. Although it’s only
30 miles from home, there’s no way I can look out of my window and know
what the weather is like on the Hills. Having had a fantastic dry night on the
heath, the drive home has been rain-soaked on more than one occasion. So you
never really know what you’re going to get until you get there. The same could
be said of mothing in general, which is why it’s so endlessly fascinating.
Thankfully, the Hills have a great champion in Steve Barnes, the council
Ranger who looks after this wonderful site. It was his foresight that instigated
the grazing scheme and the moth recording that is providing such valuable data.
Funding was again secured in 2004 and so I was able to make a further five
visits with Dave. On some nights I was getting overwhelmed with the number
of moths that arrived at my two traps. It was just taking so long to count them
all that there was the odd occasion when I could only manage to record a species
list, as Dave would be ready to leave! The experience proved a good grounding
for the busy times and has served me well ever since. With Dave recording the
field with the cattle in, I found my spot outside the fence and have done my
recording in the same place. I’ve never felt the need to move from my little
patch of woodland as it has provided me with many hours of enjoyment. The
amount of moths I’ve recorded in this small area is truly staggering.
With no funding available in 2005, Dave wouldn’t be going and so I asked
Steve if I could still go anyway. He agreed and I made five further trips in that
year, dragging anyone who was willing to go with me.
It provided a bit of continuity to the recording, even though I wasn’t in the
grazed area. On one visit, after it had been raining all day, I arrived at my
regular spot in thick mist. Things didn’t look promising but that was the night a
very bedraggled-looking moth was found in one of the traps. It turned out to be
the first Staffordshire record for Pine Hawkmoth. You really never know
unless you give it a go!
Thanks to Steve, Dave was back in 2006 and I managed another five
visits. I achieved another county first with Coleophora flavipennella,
which was a bit of a surprise. Although our irregular visits can only
scratch the surface, moth numbers seemed to be on the rise. Dave’s data
was providing valuable evidence that the grazing scheme was having an
effect and slowly improving the habitat.
As we all know, 2007 was a dreadful year all round and neither Dave
nor myself made it onto the Hills. It was great news when Dave
informed me that Steve had got funding for 2008 and it was for more
visits than ever before. Although I’m very happy with my little patch, it
would give Dave more freedom to record on other parts of the site than
just the cattle field. It also meant we could begin earlier in the year. With
Dave having too much work, he passed on some of the nights to Jon
Clifton. It was with Jon that a return to Hednesford was made in midApril 2008. Unfortunately, the temperature dropped to 1˚C and we had
to wipe ice off some of the equipment before we left! A waste of time?
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Revamp for branch website

The Comma

Back in the summer of 2007 I was contacted, along
with a number of others, by Richard Southwell with
a view to helping with a survey of White-letter
Hairstreak.
At some point during our communications the
subject of websites arose and Richard asked if I
would be able to help out with maintaining the West
Midlands branch website as Nigel Stone was
snowed under with other projects. I subsequently
attended a branch committee meeting to discuss the
options with Nigel as I was looking to gain
experience of working with websites.
By David Green
Nigel had taken over the role from Steve Harper
and admitted that, as the site had expanded, there was not a consistent structure.
The idea proposed was that I should look to bringing the branch website into
line with the structure used by the Head Office site and many of the other
branches.
As I started to look at the task it soon became clear that to revamp the whole
site, whilst learning about website structure and the tools available to ‘help’, was
going to take an unacceptable amount of time. For this reason I decided to
concentrate on the ‘home’ page and other key pages and then add other areas in
their existing format, with a view to addressing these at a later date.
To this end, a new ‘home’ page was created with a side menu, following the
Head Office style. The ‘committee’ page and ‘reserve’ pages were similarly
recreated whilst others such as ‘events’ and ‘newsletters’ were imported with
only minimal changes to maintain integrity. Most of the existing site was thus
incorporated as appropriate, but, if there are omissions, then I will add them.
The West Midland Moth Group section has been added in its original format,
at this stage, for timing reasons. The subsequent work on this section will be
subject to discussion at a later date.
As they say, the World Wide Web is forever changing and, whilst I was
working on bringing the branch web site in line with the Head Office style, the
Head Office site was updated again. So now we have the choice of continuing
down the current path or taking another leap forward.
Take a look at the site (www.westmidlands-butterflies.org.uk) and let us

Letters to
the Editor
The Committee of the
West Midlands branch
of Butterfly
Conservation
welcomes feedback
on all aspects of
branch activities. We
would appreciate any
comments or queries
you may have on
such topics as our
reserves, recording
and publications.
Please send your
letter by e-mail to:
thecomma@virgin.net
or by snail mail to:
The Comma
8 Working Lane
Gretton
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire
GL54 5YU

The opinions
expressed in The
Comma are not
necessarily those of
the West Midlands
branch or Butterfly
Conservation

know what you think.

Why not pass this
newsletter on to a
friend when you have
finished reading it – or
perhaps to a doctor’s
or dentist’s surgery?
And, when it’s too
worn to read any
more, please put it in
the recycling bin.
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Butterfly and moth photography masterclass

By Patrick Clement
Right inset: Lumix
FZ50 with home-made
‘soft-box’ diffuser.
(All photos: Patrick
Clement)
Dotted Chestnut at
Chaddesley Wood
photographed using
Nikon Coolpix 4500 on
tripod and lit with
fluorescent tube.
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Moths are surely one of the easiest natural history subjects to photograph and
yet I see many moth photographs, often posted on websites by people asking for
help with identification, where, because of the poor quality of the photograph,
identification is at best difficult or at worst impossible. This is frustrating both
for the person wishing to identify their moths and for those trying to help. Even
if you are photographing moths purely for yourself as a photographic record it
is well worth taking a little time and trouble to make a good job of it.
Many modern digital cameras are capable of
taking good quality close-up photographs of the
larger (macro) moths and even many of the larger
micro moths. Broadly speaking, digital cameras are
split into three groups: 1/ ‘Point-and-Shoot’; 2/
‘Bridge cameras’; and 3/ DSLRs and in terms of
image quality. ‘Bridge cameras’ will outshine ‘Pointand-Shoot’ and DSLRs will outshine ‘Bridge
cameras’, but there are many other considerations
such as weight, expense and convenience to
consider. I have cameras from each group but if I had
to choose just one, for moths and butterflies, it
would be the ‘Bridge camera’ (in my case a Panasonic Lumix FZ50) but with
the addition of a range of good quality close-up lenses which screw on to the
front of the camera lens. With the Lumix close-up lens, this camera is
particularly suited to butterfly photography, where a moving subject often
makes the use of a tripod difficult. With the built-in optical image stabilizer,
good, sharp images are far easier to obtain than with my DSLR.
Moths are normally far more obliging than butterflies and
as long as they feel comfortable they will settle down and keep
quite still allowing a camera on tripod to be manoeuvred into
position. The use of a tripod is essential to obtain consistently
sharp photographs as apertures need to be small, to obtain
reasonable depth-of-field, resulting in correspondingly slow
shutter speeds. The closer you go, the more limited the depthof-field so, as well as using small apertures, do photograph
your moth ‘square on’ so that, as far as possible, all parts of
your subject are the same distance from the centre of the
camera lens. Natural lighting (ideally ‘cloudy bright’) is
normally preferable to flash but I occasionally photograph
moths at night, in the field, using a fluorescent tube suspended
from the back of my vehicle. Any unnatural colour cast can
easily be removed using image software such as Adobe
Photoshop. This method has the advantage that I do not have
to remove (sometimes rare) moths from their environment.
I never cease to be surprised by how many people
photograph their moths on polished wooden table tops, plain
white card, curtains, settees, etc. The use of a carefully chosen
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natural background can greatly improve the
image but it is also important that the moth
does not blend in so well that it can’t be seen
unless, of course, you wish to demonstrate
the cryptic markings. I have a collection of
different logs, twigs, dried leaves, etc. to
choose from (if you join any BC work
parties you will be spoilt for choice!).
Sometimes you will come across moths
at rest during the day or you may find them
in vegetation around your garden trap in the
morning. To my mind these often make the
most natural and attractive settings for
photography.
The smaller micros are the most difficult
moths to photograph with the lack of depthBrimstone butterfly,
of-field being the greatest problem and whatever type of camera you use the lens
Grafton Wood.
will have to be very close to the subject in order to obtain a reasonably-sized image,
Photographed with a
so close, in fact, that the camera may start shading the subject. For these moths I
Lumix FZ50 and
use flash with my home-made, ‘soft-box’ diffuser.
Lumix supplementary
The soft-box diffuser consists of two clear plastic drip trays that are under most
close-up lens, hand
supermarket fresh chickens, stuck together and positioned as shown, having cut
held.
suitable apertures for the camera lens and flash head. The interior is painted white
except for an area around the lens so that the light from the flash bounces around
the interior and emerges through this clear area, suitably diffused, to illuminate the subject a few centimetres
from the lens. The cost is negligible, as long as you eat the chickens, and it works!
Finally, DON’T be a Luddite and DO embrace image adjustment softwares such as Adobe Photoshop.
There are very few images straight from the camera which can’t be improved with a bit of tweaking.
You can view these and other Lepidoptera images taken by me on my Flickr page at
http://www.flickr.com/photos/26138378@N03/

A newly-emerged Small Elephant Hawkmoth photographed at Martin Down
using a Nikon Coolpix 4500, hand held.

Eriocrania sangii photographed using the Lumix FZ50 with
Raynox DCR 250 supplementary close-up lens and the
home-made ‘soft-box’ diffuser.
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