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Editorial  
This issue features several articles by new writers. Special thanks to Anthony 
Glossop, Joy Stevens and Trevor Trueman for theirs. 
 
The branch website is http://www.westmidlandsbutterflyconservation.org.uk. It 
has a lot of information, including past newsletters.  
The deadline for contributions to the next issue is 21st January 2008. Hand-written 
articles, typed documents and text in any standard text editor format are 
welcome. Articles may be edited for reasons of style and space. Pictures in most 
formats are fine, but pictures must be free of copyright restrictions. 
 
The address for contributions is: 
Dean Fenton (dean.fenton@btinternet.com) Note new address.  
Little Bury Farm, Luston, Leominster HR6 0EB   Tel. 01568 611575  
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Chairman’s Valedictory Notes 
Richard Southwell 

In the last newsletter I hoped this would be the year of fun. Was it? If you were 
going to take up our suggested recording initiative you would need to have 
started early in the year given the weather. Mind you Jim Creswell and John 
Tilt seeing adult Green Hairstreak at Cannock Chase on 13th March was 
totally surreal and frankly concerning if that sighting was to be a precursor of a 
mass emergence. It wasn’t, thankfully, but that must be one of the few records 
where West Midlands has the earliest ever UK sighting ahead of our southern 
compatriots. And then the weather changed!! We were seeing family down in 
Hemel Hempstead that fearful day of the rains on Friday 20th July. I could see 
the after-effects when looking for Brown Hairstreak in the Grafton area at the 
beginning of August with water-borne brash clinging to the top of roadside 
hedges. The effect of this flood on us humans is well documented but time will 
tell how it has affected our butterfly and moth populations. Our branch has also 
supported Liz Goodyear with her White-letter Hairstreak project. I am told 
this was one of the most difficult years ever to see the adult, so do re-read Rob 
Thorne’s article from our Spring 07 newsletter and look for the eggs this 
winter. 

At the end of the day I have done the same amount of recording as in a normal 
year but I guess it was a mixed bag for a lot of you. One of our 12 Landscape 
Scale Projects covers the South Shropshire Rushes where the key species is 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary. Kay and Harry Downes allowed us to use 
their property as a base for this project. We were relatively lucky with the 
weather for the first event striding over Titterstone Clee to find suitable habitat 
and locate colonies of the butterfly. We even managed to rope in some cyclists 
and local residents and must check out a new site on Magpie Hill next year. 
We then enjoyed the Downes hospitality in the afternoon – you missed a 
sumptuous feast! The second event in July was rightly cancelled in advance. 
We are not a white-water rafting society!!  

The branch as always has moved on whatever the weather. We thought 
£600,000 was pretty good for Prees Heath and its development but that has 
been surpassed by £1.8 million for a landscale project in the Wyre Forest. 
Change is ever present and in some respects this is good news. The branch 
and national society are well-respected, we even have butterflies as indicator 
species along with birds. But are we really successful? I always remind myself 
of Mike William’s observation that as we were making a success of the 
Monkwood Reserve for Wood White, Worcestershire was losing 80% of its 
remaining colonies. Secondly you can positively view BC’s influence in the fact 
that butterflies and moths are well represented on the latest UK Biodiversity 
Action Plan species lists. I personally don’t see the increase in the number of 
butterflies and moths on the list as a measure of success. I also have 
reservations about who we partner in our efforts to conserve. I compare the 
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protocols of the newly formed Natural England, along with all their ‘grey suits’, 
to the action-oriented approach adopted by St Modwen Properties PLC. No 
committees or endless debate is needed with the latter, the simple question 
they ask is ‘Is it do-able?’ If the answer is yes, then it is done. If a red-blooded 
property developer can bring wildlife meaningfully into its decision-making 
process I suggest this is one of our main future paths to take. Do read their 
Chairman’s article on this project and make your own mind up and consider 
how this could affect what our charity, along with its staff and volunteers, 
should be doing. Yet again West Midlands Branch has achieved a ‘first’ with 
this initiative. 

The branch will also move onwards without me. I have been on the committee 
for 10 years and have held various positions. I have a self-imposed discipline 
of only being in a role for three years. My time is up! I will formally stand down 
at the Branch AGM on Saturday 1st December and I strongly recommend you 
attend to either watch me fall on my sword or listen to Liz Goodyear and 
Andrew Middleton on surveying for Purple Emperor and the White-letter 
Hairstreak project. There is also a rare opportunity to attend the nearby 
National AGM that is taking place in Warwickshire this year. I find them most 
entertaining and recommend you take a day out in Leamington Spa. 

Dave Jackson now takes over as Chair and I am sure you will all wish to join 
with me in wishing him every success. I have really enjoyed my time on the 
committee. We have a great bunch of people who really wish to make a 
difference. This is also true of many of our members and as ever you will see 
evidence of this in the new names that appear as leaders of workparties or 
field trips. Worcester used to have the monopoly of chainsaw volunteers but 
Shropshire and Staffordshire are catching them up. 

Best wishes. 

A start of a new era for Commerce and Conservation 
Anthony Glossop, Chairman, St. Modwen Properties PLC 

I have to confess that I was both surprised and somewhat sceptical when I 
was approached by your Chairman, Richard Southwell, in the Summer of 
2005, with the suggestion that your organisation could work well with a 
property operation to each party’s mutual advantage. Indeed, if Richard and I 
had not had a long standing business friendship, I might have approached this 
even more cautiously. 

As it was, I found the approach positively refreshing. Our previous experience 
of single interest ecological groups had been largely negative.   With a few 
notable exceptions, the activists whom we had encountered had been 
incredibly negative to the whole concept of property development.  The idea 
that nature could exist side-by-side with the built environment was an 
anathema to them, even though all of us know that bats for example have lived 
in harmony with humans in lofts, outhouses and urban gardens for centuries. 
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Fortuitously, we owned substantial properties in three of the key locations 
identified by your organisation as butterfly conservation hotspots.   These were 
at Berry Fields in Stoke on Trent, Coombswood in Halesowen and Long 
Marston in Warwickshire. Richard, therefore, suggested that we took these 
three sites as case studies to prove or disprove the notion that 
conservationists and property developers could work in harmony. 

The project was that BC volunteers should record the habitat and presence or 
potential presence of rare butterflies on these sites, make landscaping 
recommendations and submit a formal report. 

The surveying was undertaken in Spring 2006 and the report presented to us 
in Autumn 2006. We totally accepted BC proposals. Already habitat 
management is being undertaken at Long Marston for the Grizzled Skipper 
by our local site staff in conjunction with advice from local volunteers (Terry 
Knight and Mike Slater). At Coombswood Richard Southwell’s 
recommendations have been firmed up by their recommended landscape 
contractor – John Brayford. A contract is agreed and the work will be carried 
out this September after the bird breeding season is over to assist the Green 
Hairstreak. At two sites in Stoke, Berry Fields and additionally Trentham 
Lakes we have received a report from Jane Ellis – final details are being 
agreed to enhance opportunities for the Dingy Skipper.   

The issue facing St. Modwen was quite simply could we benefit the wildlife 
conservation movement whilst operating a viable property scheme? 

In the end, I think we found it, in places, even better than that.   Leaving an 
environment that suited butterflies meant that we created a landscape more 
varied than a conventional business park approach – perhaps not as neat, but 
probably more interesting – and its creation was probably less expensive, 
taking capital cost and maintenance into account, than the conventional 
alternative.   Our own reports found: 

• In some cases landscaping proposals actually reduced our set-up costs. 

• In all cases, maintenance costs were less because of the reduction in 
lawns or formally planted areas. 

• Wood debris from the landscaping proposals will be used on site as a 
mulch and rubble from development will be used on site to make a wildlife 
rockery. In both cases, our carbon footprint is being reduced. 

• Involvement with Butterfly Conservation can only improve our ranking with 
the ethical investment community. 

• Continued association and ongoing schemes with Butterfly Conservation 
and their attendant publicity will further improve our ranking and may 
encourage others to take similar action. 
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In conclusion, it was very refreshing to be approached by informed people with 
a willingness to co-operate in a realistic and timely manner with knowledge 
and data on the location and habitats of endangered wildlife. 

Wildlife is a difficult topic within the Sustainable Agenda that is often 
conveniently overlooked. This project has opened our eyes to what is possible 
and we will be looking to further involvement with Butterfly Conservation and 
any other wildlife groups who have a similar positive approach. 

What I was particularly pleased with was the way that our own staff embraced 
the project and entered into it with real enthusiasm. 

Perhaps, however, we are a bit different. Our head office sits on one of our 
office parks where we kept all the historic hedgerows and have, indeed, 
extended and reinforced them. On one of Richard’s visits he found me looking 
out of my window admiring two bullfinches foraging in one of these hedgerows 
within five yards of our building! 

Prees Heath Common Reserve – the Dream becomes Reality 
Stephen Lewis  slewis@butterfly-conservation.org 

The first recorded involvement West Midlands Branch had with Prees Heath 
Common, the only site in the Midlands for the Silver-studded Blue, was in 
1983, when Mike Williams of the West Midlands Branch wrote to the Nature 
Conservancy Council recommending that it be given SSSI status, which it 
finally received in 1991.  

24 years later, it became Butterfly Conservation’s newest nature reserve, and 
one of its biggest. At the opening ceremony, held on a wet and windswept day 
typical of the summer, Mike Williams termed it a day of celebration, and made 
clear that a debt of gratitude was owed to all who have played their part, big or 
small, on the long and winding road, and have ‘fought the good fight’. These 
include the many Butterfly Conservation members who have given their time 
through taking part in the work parties, writing letters or donating their money 
through the public appeal, the Prees Heath commoners and local residents, as 
well as Shropshire and Cheshire Wildlife Trusts and Natural England.   

Although TV presenter Nick Baker was originally chosen to cut the ribbon, he 
subsequently withdrew, and Butterfly Conservation Chief Executive Martin 
Warren performed the honours, assisted by BC Vice-chair Maurice Avent and 
Doris Ankers, Mayor of Whitchurch. All the children and staff from Tilstock 
Primary School were there, and Martin Warren presented children with prizes 
for their models and leaflets about Prees Heath and the Silver-studded Blue, 
which they had worked on to a very high standard following a day spent on the 
reserve a fortnight earlier.  

Amongst the 150 guests it was heartening to see a good number of BC 
members, many of whom had campaigned for years for this day. The sun put 
in a brief appearance to enable the Silver-studded Blues to become active as 
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people walked around the heathery areas and the deep ploughed sections, 
before the heavens opened again. You can see edited highlights of the 
opening on YouTube – search under ‘prees heath’ - though the sound quality 
is not good, and everyone, including the Silver-studded Blue, looks 
stretched! 

So now the marquees have been packed away, and the Silver-studded 
Blues have finished flying for another year, it is back to normal and continuing 
the long-term plan to restore the site. One chapter closes, and another has just 
begun. Prees Heath is registered Common Land and as such consent is 
required from Defra for certain works, as well as Open Access Land under the 
CROW Act, a SSSI, a high profile site locally and has a ‘blanket’ Tree 
Preservation Order. Working to restore the site to heathland/grassland has to 
take into account all these features and more, making it seem more like an 
exercise in political, legal and administrative diplomacy than nature 
conservation at times.  

The deep ploughed areas are now waiting to be re-seeded, with different plans 
for the different sections. Over one hundred bales of heather brash are 
awaited from Cannock Chase, Wavy Hair-grass seed is being harvested on 
site and Bell Heather seed from inside the grain stores compound, to be grown 
on as 10,000 plug plants. Wildflower and grass seed is being harvested for the 
reserve from nearby hay meadows. One section will be sown with common 
bent grass seed, partly as a holding measure whilst the success or otherwise 
of other options is measured.  

Mike Williams speaking at the opening 
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Volunteer work parties will continue throughout the autumn and winter, cutting 
back scrub and, hopefully once permission from North Shropshire District 
Council is obtained, thinning some of the trees on the runway. See the Events 
section for details – everyone is welcome to come and lend a hand, just let me 
know if you wish to come. 

Stop press 

The BBC series ‘Nature of Britain’ is to be transmitted on BBC1 this autumn. 
The programme on Wednesday 28th November at 9pm should feature Prees 
Heath and the Silver-studded Blue, as I understand it in the last 10 minutes 
which is a regional slot, presented by Miranda Krestovnikoff.  

Butterflies, Beer and Steam Trains 
Joy Stevens 

I have always been interested in all aspects of nature and my particular 
interest in butterflies goes back several years.  However, this interest is fast 
turning into an obsession.  My daughter is studying in Cheltenham and lives 
near the Butterfly Conservation Reserve at Prestbury Hill.  In May 2006 I 
thought it was time to explore the site.  The extremely helpful reserve warden, 
Ron Hatton, took the trouble to guide me to the exact spot where a Duke of 
Burgundy butterfly was flitting around.  This delightful encounter (with both 
Ron and the Duke of Burgundy) made me realize how few of the British 
species I had actually seen and I determined to seek out the various butterflies 
that had to date eluded me. 

2006 was quite successful and I could not wait for spring 2007 to start the 
quest again.  Not only do I wish to see the butterflies, it is vital to keep a digital 
photographic record, carefully catalogued on our home computer.  However, 
having exhausted most of the 'local' sites in 2006, this year I needed to travel 
further afield to track down the remaining butterflies.  Driving alone without the 
benefit of Satnav to unknown places can be quite tricky and lonely.  The rest of 
my family do not share my passion but smile wanly in kind tolerance.  It is 
difficult to balance working and home life commitments, especially when 
mainly limited to weekends, so I decided to try and combine my own interest 
with my husband's passion for steam trains by planning days out that would 
take in both.  Added to this was our shared interest in real ale – CAMRA's 
Good Beer Guide has long been an indispensable part of our home library. 

Thus it was that we set off one Sunday morning in June for Glapthorn in 
Northampton to seek the Black Hairstreak, planning to then travel on to 
Peterborough for a trip on the Nene Valley Railway.  My husband, Adrian, also 
prides himself on his photography – I do not aspire to be any sort of 
photographer although the joys of digital cameras have raised my own levels 
of expectation – and so he was in charge of the camera.  We found the 'patch' 
by following the hubbub in the wood where several anorak clothed men were 
chatting excitedly around a bramble patch.  Sure enough there was a Black 
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Hairstreak.  Imagine my excitement and my envy of the gentleman who had 
been lucky enough to accommodate one of these precious butterflies on his 
finger!  My husband's rhetorical question "You mean we've driven all this way 
just for that?" was greeted with blank, pitying faces from the gathering throng 
(all men, by the way).  So, mission accomplished, off we went to find the 
railway, Adrian shaking his head in puzzlement and me smiling contentedly.  I 
did point out the striking similarity at the railway which was also full of excited, 
anorak-clad enthusiasts with all manner of photographic equipment.  Same 
enthusiasm, just different subject matter. 

This strategy has not only enabled me to 'tick off' a few more species this year, 
it has also given us several great days out.  Although I have not always been 
successful as far as target species are concerned, something of interest has 
materialised from every visit.  And as for highlights over the summer:  

• A trip on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway on a train hauled by the Sir 
Nigel Gresley. 

• The Birch Hall Inn near Goathland, aptly described in the GBG as a gem. 

• Paradise gained on a showery afternoon amidst the bell heather at Prees 
Heath, surrounded by Silver Studded Blues. 

Now I have to content myself with cataloguing photographs on the PC and 
planning next year's trips. 

A touch of the exotic 
Mike Williams  (mike@stagborough.fsnet.co.uk   01299 824860) 

West Midlands branch members must be one of the most travelled of all BC 
branches.  Over the last seven years, people have enjoyed the butterflies, 
birds and much other wildlife of  such far flung places as Trinidad & Tobago, 
Ecuador, Kazakhstan and Borneo.  

About the only continent we are yet to visit (leaving aside Antarctica!) is Africa 
but this is about to change as I’ve been exploring the possibility of visiting 
Ghana. West Africa has a tremendous array of butterflies with almost 1000 
species to be seen in Ghana itself (see www.ghanabutterflies.uw.hu).  I am 
currently putting together an itinerary covering many of the best sites in Ghana 
for wildlife, covering rainforest, savannah and mountain habitats and several 
national parks.  The idea is to visit at the end of the rainy season (provisional 
dates 25 October – 7 November, 2008) which should be productive for both 
butterflies and birds and, of course, mammals.  Sites visited will include 
Kakum national park with its own canopy walkway and a number of species of 
monkey, Bobiri Butterfly Santuary, the Atewa range which has the highest 
butterfly diversity in Ghana, and Mole national park complete with elephants 
and an amazing array of birdlife. 
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Landscape Area Champions 
Mike Williams   

Recent ecological studies combined with the findings of the Millennium Atlas 
have shown that many butterflies and moths now occupy only small fragments 
of habitat in the modern landscape.  This is the direct result of the many 
changes in the way that the countryside is managed (or in some cases 
unmanaged) with which we are all familiar.  It is very important that these 
remaining small areas are effectively conserved and West Midlands Butterfly 
Conservation has led the way over the years in securing the establishment of 
important nature reserves at places like Monkwood, Grafton Wood and Trench 
Wood in Worcestershire and, more recently, Prees Heath.   

As the result of many years of work, many butterfly and moth populations at 
these sites (but not all) are thriving but the wider countryside tells us a different 
story with many species showing alarming declines. It is clearly not just a 
matter of habitat quality but that the size and isolation of these fragments also 
influence survival.  Many of the more specialist species struggle to survive on 
isolated sites and require networks of sites between which they can move.   

These findings have led to a shift in our approach to conservation with a 
recognition that focussing on the landscape level, as well as individual nature 
reserves, and trying to create or maintain habitat networks is more likely to 
sustain butterfly and moth populations in the longer term.  A good example of 
the potential success of this approach is the work undertaken on the Brown 
Hairstreak in Worcestershire in recent years where, as well as managing 
Grafton Wood in a way that has improved the habitat, we have worked with the 
wider community including local landowners through our Hedgerows for 
Hairstreaks project.  This has resulted in many farmers entering their land into 
countryside stewardship schemes which in turn has led to better management 
of hedgerows and an apparent expansion in the range of the butterfly.   

Much of the driving force, however, behind this new focus on landscape level 
conservation has come from Butterfly Conservation’s regional staff led by Dr. 
Jenny Joy who have been responsible for the implementation of something 
called the Countdown 2010 project. This project, which started last year and 
has been well reported on in The Comma, is funded through Natural England 
(formerly English Nature) and concentrates on the key areas for Lepidoptera in 
the region as identified in our Regional Action Plan which was produced by the 
branch almost ten years ago.  The targeted landscape areas cover nearly 20 
UK BAP species and many other priority species at a regional and local level.   

This is a hugely ambitious programme but one of enormous potential which 
could offer lasting conservation gains not just for butterflies and moths but for 
many other forms of wildlife.  Great strides have been made over the last 12 
months but to be really effective and sustainable it is crucial that we are able to 
identify key branch volunteers to work in partnership with regional staff.  One 
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of the great strengths of BC as a national charity has been the way that it has 
been able to blend the enthusiasm of the society’s membership to record and 
monitor butterflies and moths with the knowledge and professionalism of our 
paid staff, who have been able to analyse information received and turn raw 
data into positive conservation programmes which can again be undertaken by 
and supported by branch volunteers.  All this, however, takes time, energy and 
above all co-ordination and this is where the West Midlands branch is looking 
to its members to play a key role  

Over the coming six months we want to recruit Landscape Area Champions for 
11 main areas: Cannock Chase, Forest of Feckenham, Malvern Hills, 
Herefordshire Commons, South Shropshire and North Herefordshire 
woodlands, South Shropshire metal mines, Wyre Forest, South Shropshire wet 
flushes and rush pastures, Oswestry Uplands and N. Shropshire and 
Staffordshire mosses and woodlands.   

We are also looking for Brownfield Landscape Area Champions in urban areas 
like Stoke-on-Trent, Telford/Wrekin, Birmingham and the Black Country and 
the Honeybourne railway line in Worcestershire, which have increasingly 
important habitat for many species but are less geographically focussed.  We 
recognise that some of these landscape area names are a little esoteric and, 
in some cases, are an amalgam of several separate areas but, if you are 
interested in volunteering but unsure, the best person to contact is the branch 
Conservation Officer, Dave Jackson.  The roles of each Landscape Area 
Champion will vary according to what is happening on the ground and the time 
available but will encompass the following: 

• acting as the main point of contact for regional staff in each landscape 
area, responding to requests for help and generally offering support. 

• undertaking, and helping to organise other volunteers to carry out, 
recording and monitoring work and, in some cases, practical 
conservation management. 

• participating directly, where appropriate, in meetings with other 
conservation bodies and landowners, and representing the branch. 

• informing the Conservation Officer of important developments and 
asking for outside assistance from other members where needed. 

• ideally, attending at least one branch committee/conservation meeting 
per year to report back and share experience with other Landscape 
Area Champions. 

This is a key role within the branch and we need to ensure that this network is 
in place by the end of the year.  At the moment Countdown 2010 funding is 
only secured until March 2008.  The regional staff are already working hard to 
ensure positive conservation gains across the region but with your help we can 
really make a difference and lay the foundations for the future. 
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Skye, 5-10 July 2007 
Trevor Trueman 

On 5 July, 17 West Midlands naturalists (16 ad. + 1 juv.) converged on Skye, 
to meet up with the Gregory family who, as the advance party, had organised 
our accommodation. Nine of us flew from Birmingham and by 10.30 were 
leaving Glasgow airport in a minibus. Quickly mastering the push-button 
gearing (after a kerb or two) our pilot, Mike, delivered us by 1.00 to Ben 
Lawers National Nature Reserve, owned and managed by the National Trust 
for Scotland. After meeting our guide, Scottish Wildlife Trust warden Dave 
Shenton, and the Johnson duo, we walked the nature trail for about a mile up 
and down the burn which runs south into Loch Tay. Base-loving plants, such 
as Mountain Pansy, normally surviving only higher up on sheep-proof crags 
and gullies, have flourished in this fenced-off area. Although like much of the 
highlands, the reserve is on base-rich mica schist, acid loving plants also 
thrive due to high rainfall and boggy conditions – e.g. Heath Spotted Orchid, 
Bog Asphodel, Bog Myrtle and Round-leaved Sundew. Mountain species - 
Stagshorn Clubmoss, Alpine Bistort and Alpine Lady’s Mantle – were also 
seen. Despite only occasional sun, we quickly encountered Dark Green and 
Small Pearl-Bordered Fritillaries and numerous fighter-bombers of the moth 
world, Northern Eggar. Mike captured a worn Small Mountain Ringlet, the 
main target for this stop. Reluctantly wrenching ourselves away from the 
mountain flora and a rarely encountered Sawfly (genus Abia) we set off much 
later than intended at 4.00 p.m. Cloud lent splendour to the Glen Coe scenery 
but allowed glimpses of a snow-capped Ben Nevis on the approaches to Fort 
William and the big, sharp scenery near the coast. The bridge over to Skye 
from the Kyle of Lochalsh appeared deceptively small until close to, where its 
span and height were truly impressive. We made it just in time for settling in at 
The Isles Inn in the centre of Portree and supper with the rest of the party. 

First stop next day (6th) was on the blanket bog at Sligachan, 10 km south of 
Portree. Here, Jenny and Neil demonstrated their panache with the net and 
several moth spp were added to our list as well as the scotica form of Large 
Heath, larger, with less marked spots than the davus form seen on Whixall 
Moss, Shropshire. Oval-leaved Sundew was seen in addition to many of the 
acid flora we saw on Ben Lawers. 

In terms of rarity, the next target species – Talisker Burnet moth – was the 
highlight of the trip. This form of the Narrow-bordered 5-spot Burnet is 
restricted to Talisker Bay, due west of Sligachan. As we walked in intermittent 
sunshine, on the north side of the valley and along the valley bottom, the 
insect life was unexciting, although Peregrine, Wheatear, Stonechat and 
Sedge Warbler were pleasing to see. At the coast, Neil showed great field 
craft, spotting areas of un-grazed grassland on steep banks coming almost 
down to the shore and there found several Talisker Burnet moths, including 
an emerging adult. Specimens were compared to 6-spot and Transparent  
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Viewing the Welsh Clearwing  
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Aberrant Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Wyre Forest  
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“Extreme butterflying”, Jenny Joy on Skye  
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Burnet moths found earlier. Ornithologic highlights were a couple of Red-
throated Divers, honking as they flew in after a fishing trip on the sea (unlike 
Black-throated Divers, they nest on small, food-poor tarns) and a Golden 
Eagle seen by a lucky few to be carrying prey as it rounded the southern 
headland to the bay. Somewhat to the annoyance of local traffic, all of us had 
excellent views of Greater Butterfly Orchid, on a roadside verge on the way 
back to Sligachan, noted earlier by Neil. 

After supper, it was light enough to search for Otters, around ‘The Lump’, a 
promontory south of Portree quay, until 11.10 p.m. 

The following morning (7th), as the convoy gathered in Portree Square, Mike 
arrived in the minibus to announce that a pair of Otters had been spotted on 
the north side of the bay by the family Williams. Frustrated by slow-moving 
traffic, the party arrived in time for most to see the male Otter nosing around 
on the seaweed 150 metres distant for 2-3 minutes before running out of sight 
up a slipway. The convoy then went east to Otter Haven, at Kylerhea, 
southeast of the Skye bridge. In patchy drizzle we had good telescope views 
of rafts of Manx Shearwaters and Razorbills in the narrow strait. From the 
hide, which was a rather wet 1 km walk from the car park, we saw no Otters, 
but some were surprised by two small deer (have Muntjac crossed the 
bridge?) and all had splendid views of 12-15 Common Seal resting like 
bananas on rocks a few hundred metres away, with 2-3 youngsters frolicking 
in the water, and providing excellent comparison to a few larger, Roman-
nosed, Atlantic Grey Seals lugubriously mooching in the waters below the 
hide. The weather improved as we progressed back west to Broadford Bay. 
Treated to refreshments by Jenny and Chris at the hotel, baffling the poor 
barman with orders of tea and coffee, we then scanned the raft of auks and 
seabirds in the bay and saw a small crèche of Eider. 

When Neil and Rosemary had examined a moth-trap early that morning, at 
Borve (Borbh), 4 km north of Portree, they had been told of Corncrakes in the 
area. Accordingly, a small party visited Borve after supper. It is hard to convey 
the magic of hearing Corncrake after 41 years since hearing them before. In all 
we heard at least three and Corinna actually spotted one. A Grasshopper 
Warbler, numerous Fragrant Orchids and many Northern Marsh - Heath 
Spotted Orchid hybrids added to a memorable evening. 

On the qui vive for Otter next morning (8th), early observers were rewarded 
with Dipper, before the drive south to Elgol, where we caught boats to Rum. 
The sky had cleared and we were treated to the jaw-dropping splendour of the 
volcanic Black Couillin ridge. Those who braved the fast bumpy ride (for which 
the provided water-proofs, goggles and gloves were essential) were rewarded 
with Puffins and Black Guillemots flying off the sea in front of us. The return 
trip was similarly rewarded with more Manx Shearwaters than Puffins, and a 
single Bonxie. An idyllic stroll on Rum produced excellent views of two 
breeding plumage Red-throated Divers, Golden-ringed Dragonfly and 14 
species of Lepidoptera, including Speckled Wood, Red Admiral, Painted 
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Lady, Meadow Brown and Green-veined White butterflies – all of which 
were significant records for the much under-recorded area. Oddities, seen by 
only a few of us before, were Sea Slaters, like large woodlice, among the 
rocks on the shore. Unable to resist another Corncrake experience, a few 
struck out for Borve again, after the evening meal. A more extensive search 
found five Corncrake and six Grasshopper Warblers. 

Monday 9th was a day for individual activities. Several of us took advantage of 
boat trips for Sea Eagle and had the spectacle of a large female leaving her 
cliff perch to take a fish thrown from one of the boats, a few km south of 
Portree. Some enjoyed the botanical wonders of the Old Man of Storr 
(Roseroot, Moonwort, and base-indicators Field Gentian and Moss Campion), 
while John Deakin saw Golden Eagle and Hen Harrier further north on the 
island. The final evening was marked by a communal meal, a keenly contested 
quiz, won by Mike Williams, and a second more spontaneous affair, chaired by 
four year-old Oliver. 

The drive to Glasgow next day was pleasantly interrupted by a trip in a glass-
bottomed boat from the Kyle of Lochalsh (Common Seal pups and Arctic 
Tern), an exhibition at Glen Coe visitors centre and tea at Loch Lomond. 

The fascinating five days in excellent and expert company was also 
remarkable in that we added five new 10 km square records on Skye – one 
each for Large Heath, Peacock, Speckled Wood, Dark Green Fritillary and 
Meadow Brown. Our thanks go to Mike Williams and to Neil and Corinna 
Gregory for making the trip possible. 

Postscript – Scotland, 2008 
Mike Williams   

Scotland has become a regular and enjoyable branch destination for a long 
weekend away over the last few years and we shall be returning again in 
2008.  This time we will be visiting Dumfries and Galloway over the weekend 
of 26/27th July targeting Scotch Argus and Northern Brown Argus which 
should be flying at this time.  Butterfly Conservation has a new reserve in the 
area at Mabie Forest which is referred to as the “best butterfly site in Scotland” 
in a recent issue of Butterfly and there are some excellent stretches of coastal 
footpath to be enjoyed.  Both the RSPB and the Wildfowl and Wetland Trust 
have important bird reserves along the Solway Firth which are close by.  The 
area is quite accessible by motorway and we can explore the possibilities of 
driving up by minibus.  If you are interested in joining the trip contact Mike 
Williams. 
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A Day in the Life of an Event Organiser 
John Bryan 

As we bade farewell to each other, warm handshakes, heartfelt thanks and 
beaming smiles, fills me with a feeling of self-satisfaction and a job well done. 
However, getting to that end result can be a long and rocky road. First up, 
what and where am I going to lead a walk? The decision made, whilst staring 
at the teeming rain one late November afternoon. Planning is everything. Get 
that right and nothing can go wrong, right? Target species Welsh & Red-
tipped Clearwings, Clouded Buff and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary. Next 
job, choose a date 30 June should do it, mid-summer, why organise an event 
and risk it being cold like April? 

Now consents, after several emails back and forth from Staffordshire County 
Council, a large brown envelope hits the doormat early one February morning 
with my consents, to lead said day across Cannock Chase. Risk assessment, 
work out all that could possible go wrong and how would you deal with it. Once 
in the middle of Cannock Chase it can a fair walk back to civilisation, what if 
someone fainted through the heat? Fell and broke a leg? All possible 
scenarios run through my head. Telephone numbers of rangers and other 
contacts are noted. Sorted. Now it's just a case of several sleepless nights 
worrying about no one turning up or it being too warm. The event is sent to 
local and national Butterfly Conservation publications to advertise the event, I 
advised anyone interested to phone and book their place, so as to avoid 
disappointment. Once The Comma and Butterfly hit the streets my phone 
began to ring and ring and ring. New names were added to almost nightly from 
interested parties from as far as Kent, South Wales and Durham. The weather 
hadn't so good lately so I advised they phoned me the night before to double-
check. Weather forecasts were dire, well they've got it wrong in the past so 
why not tomorrow as well? 

The day dawns and I leap from my slumbering, flash back the curtains to 
reveal acres of Staffordshire's blue sky and a fast-rising, beaming sun. Then I 
wake up, walk to the window, peer reluctantly out and see the cloud is so low, I 
can't see any Dandelion heads. My mouth goes very dry and I swallow hard. 
As I drive from North to mid-Staffs, my spirits are raised slightly as it shows 
signs of getting brighter. Entering the car park, which is full, a large crowd has 
already gathered (to lynch me perhaps?), it's cold, no more than eleven 
degrees, a stiffening breeze and cloudy. What does the Clearwing literature 
say? Optimal conditions are warm, still sunny days. For the second time that 
day the saliva started to desert me. 

Giving my introductory speech, sixty eyes from around the region and further a 
field are boring in to and I'm thinking to myself, 'these people want me to 
produce clearwings on a day like this, where from? Hang on a second I'll just 
go and get my magic hat from the boot and start pulling them out for you'! 
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We make our way round to Brocton Coppice and hope first started to 
reappear. The wooded area meant it was a lot warmer (+/- 15°) and sheltered. 
As we made our way through, lures were put up at various points, but nothing 
was flying, even the bumblebees had their landing gear firmly attached to the 
bramble blossom. “Keep trying” I enthused and then the weather broke for a 
few minutes, a clearing in the cloud raised the temperature just enough to lift 
everything on to the wing, Meadow Brown, a Small Skipper a couple of 
SPBF' and then a cry went up “we've got one”, my heart rate rapidly returned 
to normal levels. A stampede to see said specimen safely potted, cameras 
appeared from nowhere and hundreds of shots were taken. A second was 
seen hanging off the back of a lure in the stiff breeze, so much for the 
clearwing literature, which again was proved wrong when we succeeded in 
attracting Red-tipped Clearwing to a lure when it was totally overcast. Job 
done it was time to go home tired but satisfied and pledging to myself 'I can't 
take the stress, never again', well, not until next year at the very latest. 

The photos on page ?? show this event. 

Keeping in touch 
One of the big challenges for a BC branch the size of ours is keeping in touch 
with a widely spread membership between issues of The Comma.  One way, 
of course, is through our year round programme of events and activities but 
not all members are able to attend these.  In these increasingly technological 
times, an alternative means of achieving this is through use of the internet.  
Thanks to Nigel Stone and Steve Harper, the branch has had its own website 
for a number of years (www.westmidlandsbutterflyconservation.org.uk), a good 
source of information on butterflies and moths, detailing any changes or 
additions to the branch programme.  

Much more interactive are the two discussion groups, egroups to use the 
jargon, that have existed over the last 18 months, one for butterflies and the 
other for garden moths.  If you are familiar with email, both are very easy to 
use and provide good opportunities to share information and views with other 
members, request advice or help, or just moan about the weather (there has 
been plenty of that within both groups this summer!). As well as written 
communication, there is also a facility to post photos to ask for help with id. or 
just to show off your photographic skills.  This ID facility has proved really 
useful on the garden moth site and a number of interesting records have 
resulted which otherwise would have been missed.  Recent topics on the 
butterfly site have included discussion around why Small Tortoiseshells are 
becoming scarce in the region, what has happened to all the Brimstones this 
year and how Brown Hairstreaks have been enjoying the Autumn sunshine.  
Both sites are invitation only, which is not to keep people out, but to ensure 
that there is no risk of members being bombarded with piles of spam.  Both 
groups would welcome new members, just drop an email to John Bryan at 
Johnpbryan15@aol.com  for full details.  Why not give it a go? 
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European Butterfly Trips 2008 
Mike Williams is planning two butterfly holidays in Europe next year:  

• a week in the Swiss Alps from 12-19th July. The July dates should be 
a good time for Alpine specialities such as Apollo and Small Apollo, 
high altitude blues and fritillaries like Silvery Argus, Alpine Blue, 
Glandon Blue, Titania’s and Cynthia’s Fritillary plus many 
Ringlets.  There should be some stunning wild flowers to admire as 
well and no doubt some good birds.  It is likely to be a two centre 
holiday staying in decent hotels with all food provided. 

• a weekend, probably in the south of France, September 6/7th, 
targeting Two-tailed Pasha. This most sought after and spectacular of 
European butterflies is double brooded and coastal in its distribution.  
Where it occurs, it can be quite numerous, especially in its second 
brood. The idea would be to find a nice hotel (or villa) with some good 
food and possibly a swimming pool to have a suitably relaxing 
weekend.  Although Pasha would be the main focus there should be 
plenty of other butterflies and birds around to keep people fully 
entertained!  Please let Mike know if interested in either or both trips. 

Activities – Health and Safety Guidelines 
Guidelines for health and safety during Butterfly Conservation activities will be 
received from Head Office in due course. In the meantime we reproduce those 
adopted by the Devon Branch. 

There are important responsibilities laid upon us to do what we can to ensure 
your safety at events organised by Butterfly Conservation. Please act according 
to the following guidelines at any of our events: 
 

• Wear appropriate footwear for the conditions expected. 
• Wear appropriate clothing for the conditions expected. Protect yourself 

against cold, heat, sun, rain, wind and thorns. 
• Consider what precautions you should take to prevent being bitten or 

stung by insect, plants, snakes or animals. 
• Children must be adequately supervised by an adult. 
• Dogs must be kept on leads. Ask leaders for permission before bringing 

dogs. 
• Listen carefully to instructions given by the leader before starting. 
• Beware of branches swinging back after the person in front passes them. 
• Beware of carefully dug rabbit holes, dug to twist your ankle. 
• Inform the leader if you intend to leave early. 
• Keep up with the party. 
• Carry a drink - you may be away from your car for several hours. 
• Observe the country code at all times. 
• Site-specific hazards will be outlined by the leader at the start. 
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Dates for your Diary 
Please remember that further dates may be added to the website at short 
notice. Check http://www.westmidlandsbutterflyconservation.org.uk  

Saturday 13th October, Fungus Foray at Monkwood 
Meet in the car park, map ref: SO 804606, at 10.30am  Charge:  £1 adults; 50p 
children.  Contact:  Paddy Harrison 01905 641523. 

Brown Hairstreak egg hunts  
The dates are Sunday 16th December, Sun. 30th December, Sat. 26th January 
  
All start at 10.30 am, meeting in the Grafton Flyford Church car park. 

Work parties 
Grafton Wood (John Tilt 01386 792 458) 
14th October, 9th December, 13th January, 10th February, 9th March, 13th April  
 
Meet at 10:00am at Grafton Flyford Church car park SO 962:557.  Tools are 
supplied but bring lunch/drinks and gardening gloves. This year we will be 
working on coppice plots and ride maintenance. 

Hartlebury Common, Stourport 
Mike Southall and Mike Williams are working with a local group to encourage 
better management of Hartlebury Common which is a regionally important area of 
heathland in north Worcs.  It supports a good range of important moth species 
including Archer's Dart, Dotted Border Wave, Rosy Footman, Grass Emerald, 
Chevron, Small Rufous, Emperor and Arerasta lotella.  The habitat has sadly 
deteriorated in recent years and secondary woodland has begun to develop in 
many parts of the Common.  With the help of a Breathing Places grant from the 
lottery the Hartlebury Common Local Group are starting a programme of 
management work this winter starting on 7th October and continuing on the first 
Sunday and third Saturday of the month. The group will meet each time at 9:30 
am in the "goalpost" car park which is opposite the Sandy lane industrial estate on 
the A4025 Stourport - Crossway Green road. We don't often get a chance to do 
specific management for moths and it would be great to have your support. 
 
Contact 01299 877275 or enquiries@hartleburycommonlocalgroup.org.uk 

Walsgrove Hill, Great Witley 
Scrub clearance work this winter starts in October and continues on the third 
Sunday of each month. It’s a beautiful site on the Worcestershire Way with great 
views, as far as Wales. Meet at 10a.m at the Hundred House at Great Witley (SO 
752 662).  
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Grizzled Skipper work, Throckmorton 
Trevor Bucknall has arranged three work parties for Grizzled Skipper at 
Throckmorton landfill site. The dates are 24/11/07,  27/1/08 and 29/3/08.  
Meet at 10 a.m just inside the landfill site on the access road (grid ref SO 
970/480). Contact Trevor Bucknall 01905-755757. 

Shropshire Butterfly Group 
Stiperstones Monastery, Saturday October 20th 
Work day at the privately owned monastery to improve the habitat for Small 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary. It is envisaged that the work will involve gorse and 
bramble cutting. Please wear stout shoes/boots and waterproofs as this site can 
be very wet (but we are hoping that the early date for this work will ensure it is not 
too wet!). Bring packed lunch. Meet at 10am initially at the Stiperstones National 
Nature Reserve car park (SO370977) so the minimum number of cars can be 
taken to the site. 
 
Saturday November 24th  
Shropshire Butterfly Group annual meeting at Preston Montford FSC Centre 
starting at 11am. Thanks to FSC for use of their room. 
 
Saturday 2nd February 2008 
Work day on Forestry Commission site in Shropshire (details yet to be confirmed) 
to improve habitat for Wood White. Please contact Jenny Joy for more details. 
 
Sunday February 24th 
Work day on Forestry Commission land at Pound Green Coppice, Wyre Forest to 
improve the habitat for Pearl-bordered Fritillary. It is envisaged that the work will 
involve bracken raking and scallop creation. Please again wear stout shoes/boots 
and bring packed lunch. Meet at the entrance to the site just off the B4194 at 
Buttonoak (SO750783) at 10am. 
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Prees Heath 
This table shows the winter programme:  
Date Activity Location 
Sunday 14th October 
(morning only) 

Acorn & sapling 
gathering 

S of grain stores 

Wednesday 31st October Scrub clearance S of grain stores 
Saturday 10th November Scrub clearance S of grain stores 
Wednesday 21st 
November 

Sign & gate installation Access track 

Sunday 9th December Scrub clearance Runway 
Monday 17th December Heather management Runway 
 
Please let me know if you wish to come, so that I know how many tools to bring.  
Stephen Lewis, Prees Heath Warden, Tel: 01743 340721 Mobile: 07900 886809  
email: slewis@butterfly-conservation.org  
 
All events start at 10.30am and finish around 3.30pm. Come for half a day or all 
day, as you wish. 
 
No previous experience required – you will be shown how to use hand tools, and 
you can work at your own pace.  All tools and gloves provided. 
 
Meet on the access track off the A49 opposite the Steel Heath turning.  
Let me know if you need a lift – I will help if I can. 

Wyre Forest Volunteers 
This group usually meets on the last Sunday of each month. The type of work 
varies from burning brash in the winter to improve habitat for flowers and 
invertebrates to raking grass to improve meadow habitat and hand pulling 
Himalayan Balsam to manage the alien species in the summer. On average we 
have about 20 people come to each session and we always have a BBQ lunch.  
This season’s dates: 
 
Sunday 4th November 2007 (with fireworks) 
Sunday 25th November 2007 
Sunday 27th January 2008 
Sunday 24th February 2008 
 
For further details of times and meeting places Contact Phil Rudlin, 
Forestry Commission Wildlife Ranger: 01299 266302, 07711 239428 
phil.rudlin@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 
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Summer event reports  
This section reports what happened at some of our summer events. 

Grafton Wood  

Grafton Wood  Bird Song Walk 12th May 
A 6:00 start for a walk round Grafton Wood to hear the spring bird song.  18 
people attended. The walks were lead by Tom Haynes and John Tilt.  The group 
were treated to the sound of many warblers – Willow, Blackcap and Garden and 
even a couple of Reed Buntings.  After the walk Miriam Tilt provided a fine 
breakfast of bacon butties in the village hall. 

Argent & Sable event on 4th June 
A National Moth Recording Scheme event led by Dave Grundy. A successful 
event with 10 participants who increased their general knowledge of moths and 
most of who saw the target species the Argent & Sable moth on two Forestry 
Commission sites. 

Wood White day at Bury Ditches on 5th June 
A joint FSC*/BC event which was initially set up to try to find local recorders who 
might be interested in monitoring this site for this butterfly. Although, the main 
target of the day was not reached, the six people present all saw plenty of Wood 
White and learnt a lot more about them. 

Mark-Release-Recapture training, Cannock Chase June 2007 
A joint FSC*/BC project was set up to train people to take part in a research 
project on the Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary which aimed to identify if this 
butterfly was moving freely along a stream valley.  This course was run in 
collaboration Dr John Dover of Staffordshire University and with Staffordshire 
County Council.  Two days were planned but only one took place due to the 
appalling weather. On 18th June John gave a fascinating presentation giving 
insight into various projects he has run abroad and how easy it is to teach people 
how to carry out MRR techniques. Sadly, although we were able to practice 
marking paper butterflies, the poor weather meant we were never able to mark 
any real ones and those brave souls who ventured out to look at the proposed 
study area got completely drenched! During the following week it was planned 
that course participants would visit the study area in order to practice their new 
skills. Again this failed to happen due to poor weather which was a great shame 
as we had 13 keen volunteers which could have helped produce some great data. 
Note: *FSC supported this event through their current Biodiversity Training 
Project (project officer Pete Boardman). 
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Welsh Clearwing Training Day at Cannock Chase, 21st June 
A day set up for land managers to learn about the ecology of the Welsh 
Clearwing and how to best manage for it. This was supported by Staffordshire 
County Council and led by David Green who presented the findings of his two 
year study on this moth at Cannock Chase. A total of 13 people attended this very 
informative day which generated lots of discussion and some really useful 
contacts were made. The highlight of the day for many of the participants was to 
see the moth coming to the lure – not expected again due to fairly poor weather 
conditions. 

Grafton Wood  Butterflies and Bugs Day, 22nd July 
This was organised for two days after the great flood, so was cancelled.  
Apologies to anyone who managed to get there through the floods and road 
closures. 

National Moth Night at Cannock Chase, 11th August 
This event was kindly supported by Staffordshire County Council (who provided 
the room and a ranger to lock up at 11pm). 13 people turned up for a great night 
with Dave Grundy in very good form and lots of moths to see. 

Grayling habitat assessment training 
This was carried out in mid August by Sue Clarke which focussed on teaching 
wardens working for Malvern Hills Conservators how to carry out these 
assessments and the sorts of habitats favoured by this butterfly. A successful day 
for its target audience with six people attending. 

Grafton Wood  Brown Hairstreak Open Day, 2nd September 
The walks were lead by Trevor Bucknall, Jim Cresswell and John Tilt. The 
weather was good but not perfect.  However the 25 people that attended all saw 
and photographed a very cooperative female Brown Hairstreak.  After the walk 
the group were provided with lunch and cakes by Miriam Tilt in the village hall.  
A group from Warwickshire came in the afternoon and repeated the event. 
 

Pear-Bordered Fritillary Aberration in Wyre Forest 
Dean Fenton 

In May I got a call From Richard Southwell saying he’d seen an aberrant PBF at 
Longdon Orchard in the Wyre Forest. Two days later I went with him, we 
miraculously found it again, and I took the photo on page ?? It is described in 
Volume 7 Pt 1 of Butterflies of GB & Ireland as pittionii. Several other members 
were lucky enough to see the same specimen. 
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Brownfields Project Update 
 

Jane Ellis  (01788 510695 or email jellis@butterfly-conservation.org) 

The Brownfields project continues to spread awareness of brownfield 
butterflies and moths to new organisations and individuals across the 
Midlands. Links with national companies who own large brownfield habitat is 
proving to be a good way of getting our message spread far and wide and 
getting widespread action on the ground. This issue features an article from St 
Modwen’s Chairman, Anthony Glossop, extolling the virtues of working with 
BC on a number of trial areas on their landholdings in the West Midlands, 
where he is happy to report that conservation efforts have actually saved them 
some money. New links have been made with Aggregates Industries, a 
national quarry company who have sites in a number of the key brownfield 
landscape areas. I look forward to working more closely with them in the 
coming months. 

An application has been prepared for the Cemex Community Fund to create a 
butterfly trail at Stockton Cutting which will restore habitat for the key 
brownfield species of the site. Stockton Parish Council is supportive of the 
proposal and is seeking to help with funding for interpretation. Money for 
additional wildflower seeding and planting has been granted from the Tree 
Council. 

Despite the atrocious spring and summer weather which meant that volunteers 
struggled to get much recording of key species there have been some 
advances with contract survey work. This summer Paul Waring undertook 
survey work in the East Midlands for Four-spotted moth. New links with 
Network Rail meant that BC was at last able to gain access to stretches of 
active railway line, long suspected of supporting colonies of this moth. Poor 
weather conditions during the survey period limited the number of sites visited 
in suitable conditions, but Paul did manage to find a colony on the East Coast 
mainline to the north of Werrington Junction. This confirms that Network Rail 
have the species on their land and they are keen to implement habitat 
management plans to assist this species. 

Dave Grundy undertook survey work for the Wormwood moth (also referred 
to as Wormwood Shark as its one of the Shark species) in the Black Country. 
At the time of writing he had so far found seven new sites. Including some in 
Sandwell, an area not searched before. 

Four training events on habitat assessment for Dingy and Grizzled Skipper 
across the region have spurred a number of volunteers to undertake habitat 
assessments on brownfield sites – thanks you to all those who have 
participated and returned your survey sheets. 
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The Brownfield Butterflies and Moths newsletter has been widely distributed 
and has been well received with many individuals and organisation reporting 
on how useful it is. It has gone to Wildlife Trusts and Natural England 
nationally as well as hundreds of regional contacts. A set of brownfield display 
boards have been produced which are available for use at suitable events. 

Plans are under way for a National Brownfields Conference on February 14th 
2008. The conference will be aimed at aggregates companies, developers, 
Authority Planners, LA ecologists, those with influence over large land 
holdings. Network Rail, Cemex and Buglife have so far agreed to be involved. 

Fishing for Sharks in the West Midlands!! 
Jane Ellis 

The Wormwood (one of the shark moths) is a brownfield species which is 
listed as in need of action in the Birmingham and Black Country Biodiversity 
Action Plan. This typically coastal species spread through parts of Birmingham 
and Coventry after the war, feeding on Wormwood plants which colonised 
bomb craters. As with many brownfield species it likes sunny bare areas with 
abundant foodplant and nectar sources. 

A training event as part of the Moths Count project was held on 11th 
September. Despite two volunteers not making it at the last minute, due to ill 
health and car troubles, the event couldn’t have gone better. Not the most 
picturesque of venues - we met on the edge of the site on the side of an 
industrial estate opposite some Corus offices. The site itself displayed many of 
the issues of such brownfield land – with semi-wild horses and fly-tipping! 

After a talk by Dave Grundy about the species, the importance of brownfield 
land for rare Lepidoptera and how to identify the Wormwood plant and 
distinguish it from Mugwort, Dave proceeded to show us some larvae he had 
caught earlier. By this point we were all getting excited about seeing this highly 
cryptic creature. It certainly blends in perfectly to its host plant! However, our 
searches were not to be as difficult as anticipated as Dave had brought some 
beating sticks and a special fold-out sheet for catching the larvae as they fall. 
To make the equipment go further I decided to improvise and used a pole from 
my drop disc and a kiddies’ umbrella (painted like a panda with ears). This 
actually was not as conspicuous as the professional equipment and a lot 
smaller and lighter! Well, the umbrella did the trick and within the first two 
minutes I was the first to knock a Wormwood caterpillar out of its foodplant. 
We then proceeded to find 5 more within about 20 minutes. Unfortunately, at 
this point I had to leave for a staff meeting, but I had thoroughly enjoyed the 
event and was thrilled at finding a brownfield species which I could pursue at a 
different time of year away from the mad scramble of May and June. During 
the afternoon the group visited three more sites and proceeded to find two 
more larvae on two new sites and also the even rarer nationally notable Tortrix 
mico-moth Eucosma pupillana. 
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Searching for Wormwood Shark larvae  
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Wormwood Shark larva on wormwood - 
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Puss Moth larva 
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The Countdown Project: Shropshire 
 

Jenny Joy 

It really has been a very mixed year (in terms of weather) but we have had 
some brilliant results through the Countdown Project which continues until 
March 2008.  Some of the highlights are as follows: 

In the Wyre Forest area the superb April weather meant that Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary emerged early and produced fantastic counts (see Table 1). A total 
of 22 Pearl-bordered Fritillary adults were released in the Forest of 
Feckenham area (as a result of an approved captive breeding programme set 
up using Wyre Forest stock in 2006) and a further 12 adults captured in the 
Wyre Forest in 2007 to ‘top up’ the captive breeding programme.  The SITA 
Trust funded Back to Orange Project began in the Wyre Forest in May 2007. 
This SITA funding has meant that survey and monitoring effort could be 
directed at a number of species including Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, 
Dingy Skipper, Grizzled Skipper, Drab Looper, White Admiral and Silver-
washed Fritillary. In 2007 the idea was to set up a base line for many of 
these species and although the weather did not help, significant strides were 
made in our knowledge of a number of species (particularly Wood White, Drab 
Looper and White Admiral). This Back to Orange Project has also enabled 
baseline vegetation surveys to be undertaken in a number of areas before 
planned management work begins (so we can carry out evidence based 
conservation and have the data to show just how much the management work 
has achieved) and resulted in management work for Lepidoptera already being 
carried out in one area of the forest.  

Table 1: Pearl-bordered Fritillary timed counts at the Wyre Forest  
 Site Name  2003  2004  2005  2006  2007 

 FC Pipeline  5  13  6  15  19 

 FC Longdon Orchard  21  24  16  27  34 

 FC Wimperhill Wildlife Corridor  10  27  29  21  38 

 FC Pound Green Coppice  17  *  *  3  11 

 NNR Longdon Coppice Coupe  **  **  3  11  31 

 NNR Withybed Coppice Coupe  24  49  16  11  40 

 NNR Town Coppice area  10  9  13  5  14 
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Key: FC = Forestry Commission site, NNR = National Nature Reserve site,  
        * means site not visited that year, ** means site did not exist. 

In the Malvern Hills our knowledge of the current status of several species 
has improved. The Dingy Skipper was found to be present on at least two 
sites (albeit in low numbers) and the presence of the Drab Looper was re-
confirmed in the Chase End Hill area. Grayling habitat assessment work has 
been carried out in several areas and a training day organised for Malvern 
Hills Conservators wardens. On a timed count undertaken for High Brown 
Fritillary, an amazing 54 sightings were made by Sue Clarke and David 
Green in 50 minutes.   

On the Malvern Hills poster board (which was set up to encourage local people 
to exchange news and sightings) David Green reported ‘it seems that there 
has been a large emergence during the past two days as many of the High 
Brown were in mint condition. It is difficult to estimate exactly how many 
individuals were involved as the butterflies were very active but it is easily 
possible that there were at least 20 present. The highest number seen 
together at any one time was six. By far the most attractive nectar source was 
Marsh Thistle, with occasional use of Spear Thistle and bramble. High Brown 
were also seen taking nectar from Ragwort and Self Heal’. While this is 
fantastic news some caution should be exercised when looking at other new 
records as a number of Dark Green Fritillary were also seen in the Malvern 
Hills this year and we all know how difficult they can be to tell apart! At nearby 
Bringsty Common, vegetation assessment work was undertaken to continue 
the monitoring of potential breeding habitat for High Brown Fritillary, as 
established by a baseline survey in 2004. The 2007 results were very 
encouraging and showed that amount of potential breeding habitat has 
increased over this time period. Sue Clarke will be presenting these 2007 
monitoring results at the Bringsty Common Manorial Court AGM in October. 

The Shropshire Butterfly Group continues to build momentum. We have four 
winter work days arranged, a great step up from last winter when we arranged 
our first. These range from the Hay Cop in Broseley, (a fascinating site rich in 
history and where the whole community is becoming involved through the 
actions of branch member Adrian Miles), to Bury Ditches (a great site near 
Clun where we have been working closely with the FC for the past few years 
to ensure beneficial management for the Wood White continues) and Pound 
Green Coppice (another FC site but this time in the Wyre Forest area where 
work is needed to improve the habitat for the Pearl-bordered Fritillary). We 
also have the annual group meeting at the FSC Centre at Preston Montford 
near Shrewsbury. Please do try to join us for this if you can as it is a really 
good opportunity for people to say what they want to get out of the group as 
well as learning what other Shropshire group members have been doing. 
Finally we also have a Telford sub-group meeting in November which will be 
focussed on site records in 2007 and priorities for 2008. For dates and further 
details of all these events see the Events section. 
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In Cannock Chase David Green undertook further survey work for Welsh 
Clearwing and Argent & Sable which was successful on both counts. The 
Welsh Clearwing was found on a number of places well outside the core area 
for this moth identified in 2006 and the presence of Argent & Sable here was 
confirmed by a small number of sightings (after a worrying lack of records in 
2006). Two very successful events run in this area included a training day on 
Welsh Clearwing (largely aimed at land managers) led by David Green and 
national moth night led by Dave Grundy. 

In the Telford & Wrekin area 13 Dingy Skipper were moved to a new site 
(after it was realised that their original site was going to be partially destroyed 
by development work) and habitat assessment work was carried out on three 
sites to enable management recommendations for the future to be made.  

Several areas of work have also been undertaken during the summer of 2007 
in landscape areas that fall within south Shropshire. This work has included a 
research project on the habitats of the Wood White (results to follow in a later 
edition of The Comma), a project to identify new County Wildlife Sites or 
changes to existing CWS boundaries (at least 35 sites involved in this project) 
with many of these sites being rush pastures supporting Small Pearl-
bordered Fritillary colonies or former metal mine sites supporting Graylings 
(but again more on this project to come in the future). 

So all in all a very positive year with lots happening and lots of information 
gained to help us to take the work of Butterfly Conservation forward. 

A helping hand, should it be smacked or shaken? 
John Bryan 

The reintroduction of species is, to say the least, a highly contentious issue. 
Many brows become knitted with the mere suggestion, usually followed with 
the odd tutt-tutt and something along the lines of “ who has the right to play 
God?”. Butterfly Conservation has its own views on the subject and where 
projects have been undertaken, this has involved the collaboration of many 
partners following strict controls and guidelines coupled with years of planning. 

The breeding of lepidoptera has been a hobby for amateur entomologists for 
the last couple of centuries and many take it very seriously indeed, the idea 
behind the pastime being that they are 'helping' local populations. This is all 
well and good if stock, taken from their locale and any resulting adults are 
released in to the same location. Most unauthorised releases are looked down 
upon as misguided and can interfere with native colonies chances of survival if 
the introduced stock has a differing genetic make-up. 

Reintroduction projects have had their successes along with failure. The most 
notable success of late, is the reintroduction (from Swedish stock) of the Large 
Blue, now flourishing at 13 sites across three south-western counties with an 
estimated 10,000 individuals on the wing last summer. On the other side of the 
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coin, the reintroduction of Large Copper (from Dutch stock) has failed at every 
attempt. Unfortunately it seems, even with the best attempts in its homeland, 
this species is quickly heading for extinction. However, conditions seem to be 
favourable in Carr Vale, Derbyshire as a release there resulted in the sighting 
of 14 individuals of both sexes on 28/08/2006. Whether the colony survives 
only the years will tell. 

The Isle of Wight has long been the last bastion on our shores for the 
Glanville Fritillary, but there are now well established colonies on both the 
Somerset and Hampshire coasts both of which appear to be extending their 
ranges. Another butterfly popular with breeders is the Black Veined White, 
which disappeared in the 1920s, the reason why still remains a mystery. 
Similarly, reintroductions have all failed even though its foodplants and habitat 
requirements are common, although this is a common species across Europe, 
the sightings in Britain are regarded as not those of migrants but released 
stock, again Hampshire has had individuals this year and there were two 
reports of this species in the Cannock Chase area last year. 

The breeding and release of adults of moths is also common place and the 
most notable population of a species that has been introduced are the Jersey 
Tigers that regularly year on turn up in the garden traps of moth-ers in south-
east London. This moth is normally found only in south-west England and 
although it is steadily increasing its range, this time it has had a helping hand, 
now, would you smack it or shake it? 

Cartridge Recycling 
Since our fund raising scheme started last year, I can reveal, thus far we have 
raised a total of £293.15 for our branch and lengthened certain landfill sites 
use for a little longer. Thank you to all those who have sent me cartridges, 
what we plan to do with the funds will be decided at the next committee 
meeting, so look in the Spring issue for an update. Keep the empties coming 
in, if you work in an office (however big or small) and can organise a collection, 
well, it beats throwing them in the bin, let me know and I can get a collection 
box sent to you and when full, picked up free of charge. Some of the larger 
cartridges that go in to some office equipment can cost up to £300 and when 
empty can fetch as much as £50! Makes you think what's being thrown away, 
as the saying goes, 'one man's rubbish....'. 

My home address appeared in a recent issue with a slight spelling error which 
has perplexed my postlady as I was receiving parcels from all over the 
Midlands with the same mistake in the address!  

My contact details are:- Tel 01782-518900, Johnpbryan15@aol.com or 15 
Patrick Place, Brindley Ford, ST8 7RF 
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Blog 
“Little Flower”  

My parents have a new hobby, now that I am 30 I can cope with this and am 
extremely grateful it was not one they developed during my teens (it was bad 
enough having a dad AND step dad who were into Morris dancing!) as the 
complete lack of any street-cred would have been mortifying.  

They are now into mothing, that is placing a light box in the garden, switching it 
on at night and seeing what is there come morning (hard core mothers stay up 
all night cataloguing as the moths fly in! Something to aim at folks!). This all 
started on a recent trip to watch the moth-ers in action in Chaddesley woods 
which was fascinating but rather geeky, now the parents have borrowed a box 
and are contemplating a purchase. 

Geeky it may be but like it's similarly unhip cousin bird watching, it is utterly 
compelling, astounding and absorbing. Overnight on saturday there were more 
than 20 different types visiting the box and if you thought moths were the 
unattractive dull brown, annoyingly fluttery, less interesting and somewhat 
more stupid (with their death wish like attraction to flames and lights) relative 
of butterflies then you have to think again. There are more than 3,000 types 
and the colours and markings are spectacular, the most stunning of our haul 
(on first impression) were the elephant hawk moths - lime green and fuscia 
pink! 

I spent a considerable amount of time scanning the books to try and find one 
particularly distinctive but elusive fellow, it's like a bug (no pun intended) you 
have to be able to name the things, you can't let them go till you do! I was 
chatting to someone recently about how we humans HAVE to describe things 
and we were questioning whether meaning and understanding comes after 
naming or vice versa. We were talking specifically about the realms of 
management speak and how definitions are used to control politics, policies 
and people but the same thoughts apply elsewhere in life. He wondered if God 
giving Adam and Eve the right to catalogue all animals in Eden might have had 
something to do with it, metaphor or not ?! At any rate I discovered the 'little 
brown job' was called The Flame, and thus all moths were named and 
released.  

The whole experience left me with a renewed sense of the ridiculous 
generosity of God's creation - these are incredibly detailed creatures, so 
numerous, brilliantly designed and yet they come out when most people are 
asleep, they go largely unnoticed.  

God lavishes beauty into every possible area of life ... if only we take the time 
to see it. 
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Hungary Field Course  12 to 20 July 2007  
Nick Williams 

A small group of students and staff of Stourbridge College and Wolverhampton 
University embarked outside the College on 12 July to travel to north-eastern 
Hungary for a week’s field course. The objectives for the week were to 
introduce students to Hungarian biodiversity; to increase students’ knowledge 
and skills in identifying and recording butterflies; to raise their awareness of  
conservation management problems and solutions; to assist the Bukk Hills 
Foundation (BHF) and National Park (BHNP) in recording rare butterfly 
populations and their foodplants; and to contribute to practical management of 
key habitats according to priorities set by the BHNP/BHF. 

After a long day travelling, we only reached our accommodation in the small 
village of Sajomercse at about 1.30 a.m. Next morning we began to explore 
our surroundings with the help of  Safian Szabolcs, the Hungarian butterfly 
expert engaged by Ecotours to look after us and provide the expertise on what 
we were seeing. 

Sajomercse lies in a small north-south valley in the northern foothills of the 
Bukk Hills National Park about two and a half hours’ drive from the airport via 
the M3 motorway to Miskolc, then westwards up the Sajo valley towards the 
Slovak border. The hillsides to east and west of the village are covered in a 
variety of grasslands, some sparse and dry but still diverse, some taller under 
partial shade from orchard trees, mainly plums, some areas coarser and on 
deeper soils at the foot of the drier, steeper slopes. This picture is further 
complicated by variations in aspect caused by side valleys and especially by 
variations in management history. In recent times the traditional extensive 
grazing has more or less ceased except here and there, and patches of 
orchard have been burnt instead. There are one or two small vineyards or 
patches of maize on the hillsides, and some areas are being steadily invaded 
by False Acacia (Robinia pseudoacacia) with shading producing tall-herb 
communities of low diversity and loss of the herb-rich drier grassland types. 

The Bukk Hills Foundation leases some of the grasslands to the southwest of 
the village, and has started long-term monitoring of the flora by permanent 
quadrats and of the butterflies by standard transect methods. This was the 
main focus of our activities on most days, with Safi leading the butterfly 
recording and me leading the practical management work on three mornings. 
It may not sound a lot, but when the temperature is in the upper 30’s C ( low 
100’s F), it was certainly very demanding physically. Indeed, the group agreed 
to a major timetable shift for the last practical session with alarms set for 5 
a.m. and all of us on the way up the hill by 6, most  of the group already back 
down  by 10 at the latest. That was the day when a new record temperature for 
Hungary was set of  43’C. 

Zoltan Ilonczai met us on the first morning to show us the Foundation plots 
and transect routes and to agree where we should brushcut grass or fell 
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Robinia, and he joined us again on the last morning to show us the Bukk 
plateau and explain some of the management problems they have there. His 
botanist colleague, Jozsef Sulyok visited us on another morning and explained 
the background to the diverse grasslands of the Foundation plots before taking 
us off to survey a promising woodland fringe. 

He was delighted, and I really mean delighted, to find a single Lady’s Slipper 
Orchid under the Hornbeam/Oak canopy. Instantly our purpose and priorities 
changed, and we spread out at right angles to the woodland edge to search for 
more, eventually finding a grand total of 79 stems and increasing Hungary’s 
known population of this spectacular plant by 5%. On the way back to the 
vehicles, he also found a couple of other rare species in the coarser grassland 
close to the edge of the wood. 

One of the highlights of the trip was a daylong visit to Aggtelek National Park a 
couple of hours drive to the north. We paid due homage to the assembled 
masses mudpuddling at the ford in Josvafo (about 30 Scarce Swallowtails, 
many Grizzled Skippers, Blues etc.) before continuing up the valley for a few 
miles. A long lunchbreak in the restaurant was followed by a welcome cool 
visit to the Baradla cave system for an hour and a half amongst the impressive 
stalactites and stalagmites. We also looked in vain for Geranium Argus and 
successfully for Scarce Large Blue right on the Slovak border. 

What about the butterflies I hear you ask? About 85 species recorded in all, 
working for the most part in a relatively small area of admittedly high diversity, 
but with no special designation or protection in national or European terms. 
Roughly ten to fifteen species only were not seen in the vicinity of  Sajomercse 
itself. My list, still to be checked against Safi’s definitive ones, include 9 whites, 
29 lycaenids, 23 nymphalids, 12 satyrids and 3 skippers. A high proportion of 
these were seen in very small numbers, often single specimens, many of them 
picked out by Safi’s expert eye as worth catching and checking. If it had been 
up to me we would have recorded lots of Silver-studded Blues, but I would 
have missed many of the other blues for sure. His help was absolutely 
invaluable to us. He also ran a moth trap on several nights, clocking up an 
impressive number of species including quite a few large or unusual ones. 

Other wildlife seen included Green and Sand Lizards, Turtle Doves, Bee-
eaters, Golden Orioles and a single Hoopoe, a couple of Roe Deer and, 
memorably, Eastern Imperial Eagles from a layby on the motorway. 

For anyone considering a group visit to this part of Hungary I cannot 
recommend highly enough Benedek and Mariana Gal, our hosts at 
Sajomercse. Their hostel-type accommodation fitted the bill exactly, and the 
food was plentiful, tasty and varied. They were always ready to agree changes 
to mealtimes to suit our needs, and Benedek arranged a horse-riding session 
for four of the group one evening. They have plans to renovate more of their 
buildings ready for next year, and I would be very happy to stay there again. 
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In summary, we achieved all our objectives and more, enjoyed a welcome 
break from this monsoon summer and learned a lot about butterflies, Hungary, 
economic and conservation problems and much else besides. 

Postscript – Hungary, 2008 
Mike Williams   

The branch will be following up on some of Nick’s work and renewing its own 
links next spring when, in conjunction with Butterfly Conservation’s new 
European Interests Group (see www. bc-eig.org for membership details), we 
shall be returning to Hungary to undertake further conservation work in two 
national parks.  The first week 24th-31st May will be in Aggtelek NP using the 
same accommodation as we did in 2006 and, the following week, 31st May-7th 
June in Bukk Hills staying at Sajomercse like Nick’s group.  Target species 
both weeks include early flyers like Poplar Admiral, Southern Festoon and 
Scarce Fritillary which are increasingly scarce in their European range but 
still occur in north-east Hungary. As before, participants can come either week 
or stay for the full fortnight.  A separate flyer about this trip is now available 
and can be obtained via Mike Williams or by visiting the branch website 
(www.westmidlandsbutterflyconservation.org.uk).  

Update from the Herefordshire Woodlands Project  
Bernadette Noake, Herefordshire Woodlands Project Officer (maternity cover) 

Email: hwp@butterfly-conservation.org, 01531 635234 or 07960-616320 (mobile) 
 
Herefordshire’s ancient woodlands are home to some of the rarest and most 
threatened butterflies and moths in the UK.  The Herefordshire Woodlands 
Project was launched in May 2006, to celebrate and conserve these butterflies 
and moths by encouraging local people to record them and woodland 
managers to manage their land for them. 

The project, due to finish in November, is funded by Herefordshire Rivers 
LEADER+, the Heritage Lottery Fund and Countdown 2010. The project has 
held over 30 free events and training workshops for local people, landowners 
and countryside managers (attended by over 200 people). Training workshops 
have included butterfly and moth identification, habitat assessment and survey 
and monitoring techniques.  Woodland management and grant workshops, 
held in conjunction with the Woolhope Dome Project, the Forestry 
Commission, the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG) and the Royal 
Forestry Society, proved to be popular sources of information and assistance 
for Herefordshire’s woodland owners and managers. Family fun days, guided 
walks and moth trapping events have also been a big success.  

The support and specialist training these events provided, helped to increase 
the amount of recording in Herefordshire during the project. Volunteers are 
involved in a new weekly transect (the weekly monitoring of butterflies along a 
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set route) in Lord’s Wood and a redundant transect in Haugh Wood has also 
been reinstated. Transects provide very important data, enabling Butterfly 
Conservation and land managers to monitor butterfly populations over time 
and therefore direct management action. We would love to hear from anyone 
interested in helping.  

The project targeted survey action upon the following Biodiversity Action Plan 
Species; Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Wood White butterflies and Argent 
and Sable, Drab Looper and Common Fan-foot moths. For example, 
training workshops were held to train volunteers to monitor adult Pearl-
bordered Fritillary, and carry out habitat assessments on the three remaining 
sites in Herefordshire. This should help to ensure that these nationally 
important sites continue to be monitored and management can be prioritised.  

A considerable amount of interpretation material has been produced as a 
result of the project, for people to learn about butterflies and moths; a butterfly 
identification chart, woodland management leaflet and five outdoor 
interpretation panels will be available by the end of November.  The project 
has also contributed towards BC’s Wood White Factsheet, Argent and Sable 
Factsheet and Bracken for butterflies leaflet. These publications summarise 
the most up to date knowledge about the habitat requirements of these 
species as well as providing management advice. Copies of these leaflets can 
be obtained by contacting Ian Hart (see Contacts) or downloaded from 
Butterfly Conservation’s website (www.butterfly-conservation.org).  

Finally, can I say a big thank you to all those volunteers, woodland managers 
and conservation bodies, for their help making the Herefordshire Woodlands 
Project a big success, and for their efforts to monitor and conserve 
Herefordshire’s butterflies and moths. Keep up the good work! Also, I would 
like to thank Anna Jordan, the previous Project Officer, for all her commitment 
and hard work on the project. 

 
This project was part-financed by the European Union (EAGGF) and DEFRA through 
the Herefordshire Rivers LEADER+ Programme.  
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Obituary – Phil Hopson 
Dave Jackson 

The Branch has lost one of its keenest butterfly enthusiasts with the sudden 
death of Philip Hopson in August. 

Phil lived in Penn, Wolverhampton. His love of butterflies shone through and 
he would regale you with his most recent garden sightings and tales of his 
finds on lunchtime walks from his workplace at Compton Hospice. 

He was particularly in his element out in the field when counting every butterfly 
he saw and recording with a slash each individual in his notebook. 

I recall one visit to Prees Heath, when on the way home he revealed he had 
personally tallied something like 952 Silver-studded Blues and I jokingly told 
him he’d missed one, only to be admonished by his knowing smile. 

On another occasion not long after a serious operation, he nearly caused me 
to have palpitations, when on a very hot day he sauntered off down the steep 
valley bottom at Castern Wood. It seemed like an age had passed, and I was 
becoming slightly concerned, before he re-appeared, only to proudly announce 
he had counted dozens more Brown Argus – thus outdoing our efforts to 
census on the easier upland terrain. 

Phil was instrumental in setting up a Staffordshire Group of Branch Members, 
which ran for a few years. He also served on Branch Committee until recently. 

Over a number of years Anita Ferguson, Terry Smith, Terry Thomas, Tony 
Hatton, myself and others had the pleasure of Phil’s company on visits to 
various butterfly hotspots. 

When reflecting with friends on our reasons for offering Philip a lift, it became 
apparent that Phil never actually asked, but was always invited along, not only 
for his companionship and field skills, but also for his cheerful nature and 
enthusiasm which were valued by all. 

He had the knack of finding tricky species and was invariably the first to spot 
the more elusive ones. 

He was young-spirited and had a wicked sense of humour! - it only required 
one slightly innocuous word to be purposefully misinterpreted by Phil in order 
to cause much mirth all round. 

All who knew him will have their own special memories of Phil and he will be 
sorely missed. 

It was a fitting tribute that close friends had arranged a floral tribute of his 
favourite butterfly, the Orange Tip. 
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Committee members 
This list gives members you are most likely to want to contact; for other 
committee members see the branch website. 
 

Chairman David Jackson Jacksongrus@btinternet.com 
  

01902-344716 

Conservation 
Officer 

  ??  

Treasurer  Andy Littley   andylittley@supanet.com 01562-887117 
Webmaster pro-tem 
Branch Recorder 

Nigel Stone  Njstone@hotmail.com   02476-335189 

Mapmate database 
Co-ordinator/South 
Staffs Advisor 

Jim Cresswell jim.cresswell@talk21.com  08702-401435 

Transects  John Tilt John.tilt2@btopenworld.com 01386-792458 
Research Officer John Dover jdover@nymph.demon.co.uk  01925 752905 
Brown Hairstreak 
Champion 

Mike Williams  
mike@stagborough.fsnet.co.uk 

01299-824860 

 
Dr. Jenny Joy   joy.croft@btinternet.com 
 

01952-245684 Regional 
Development 
Officers Jane Ellis  jellis@butterfly-conservation.org  01788-510695 

 
Reserve managers: 

Grafton Wood  John Tilt  John.tilt2@btopenworld.com    01386-792458 
Monkwood Paddy Harrison 

paddyharrison@ukonline.co.uk 
01905-641523 

Prees Heath Stephen Lewis   07900-886809 
 
Conservation officers: (for Shropshire see Jenny Joy, above)  

Worcs. Trevor Bucknall  trevor.bucknall@virgin.net  01905-755757 
Herefords. Ian Hart  yellowrattle4@aol.com  01981 510259 

 
Moth officers: 

Worcestershire Mike Southall  
michael_southall58@hotmail.co.uk  

01299-251467 

   
 
County leaders:  

Staffordshire John Bryan johnpbryan15@aol.com  01782-518900 
Herefordshire Dean Fenton dean.fenton@malvern.com  01568-611575 
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Adonis blues, Vale of Pewsey, 2007  

Photo ©  David Spriggs 
 


