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Editorial (1)
This issue makes Staffordshire look the place to be, with articles on the
Argent and Sable and Welsh Clearwing moths. The latter had not been seen
there for 80 years or so until Andrew Graham from North Wales took a walk.
We also have news of a moth first for the region, all the way from Portland,
and a couple of ideas for trips next year. There’s a longer editorial on page 29,
with more news on plans for The Comma.
The deadline for contributions to the next issue is 14 January 2006.
Contributions of articles or photos, in all formats, will be welcome.
Hand-written articles, typed documents and text in any standard text editor
format are welcome. Articles may be edited for reasons of style and space.
Pictures in most formats are fine, but if possible do not send large bitmap
(.BMP) files. Pictures for publication must be free of copyright restrictions.
The address for contributions is:
Dean Fenton (dean.fenton@malvern.co.uk)
Little Bury Farm, Luston, Leominster HR6 0EB Tel. 01568-611575
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Chairman’s Notes
Richard Southwell
I started a new job at the same time as accepting the position of Branch Chair.
Silly boy! Both are turning out to be more than interesting but, by gosh, time is
at a premium and it is a shame I have not been able to get around the branch
to the various events and meet members as I had originally intended. In truth,
this nicely leads onto a policy I wish to instil.
A branch as big as ours, with the issues that face the number of seriously
endangered butterflies and moths that we have in our patch, does need a
collective effort from all of us to ensure both the species, and the sustainable
habitat they require to remain, flourish. There is clearly a willingness to get
involved but it needs leadership to make it happen. I am therefore seeking
County Leaders for our five Local Biodiversity Action Plan areas, the four
counties and Birmingham & Black Country. You do exist and I ask you to use
your initiative and contact me directly. The attributes I seek are an outgoing
personality and the enthusiasm to pick up the phone and contact local
members to gauge their willingness to become involved. Even in the well
managed county of Worcester, it is mainly the same faces that are seen.
These roles are not for experts but those who enjoy working with people and
get a kick out of developing an organisation. “A problem shared is a problem
halved” is the philosophy sought. You will work closely with the existing County
Conservation and Moth Officers so you won’t be by yourself. I await those
calls…….
A good example of leadership was shown by Linda Dukes. Fed up with a
deteriorating nearby habitat called Norton Covert she approached the council
and gained local publicity to set up a ‘Friends of’ Group. Over 50 local
residents turned up to see what it was all about and hear contributions from
the Urban Wildlife Trust, a Local Councillor and Council Official plus myself.
There was not a single whinge from the audience, a full committee was
willingly formed and there were ample offers of help for work parties. The
council is also providing both funding and people resources to kick-start this
venture. Well done Linda. (See page 23 for details.)
You will have read in the latest Butterfly magazine about our successful efforts
to obtain match-funding for the Prees Heath acquisition. A big thanks to the
large number of branch members who contributed. Please keep the donations
coming in since we need to ensure the monies are there to continue the work
after the five year funding period has elapsed. Most Wildlife Trusts struggle to
maintain their reserves after this initial phase. We do not want to be faced with
this problem. Do ask friends or work colleagues for their support. Details can
be found on the national website. It remains to complete the final legalities of
the purchase and even if the ‘fat lady has not yet sung’ her tonsils are well
oiled! I also wish to thank John Davis BC’s National Conservation Officer for all
his efforts on this project. John, I am looking for an article from you for our next
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issue. Readers would not believe all the complexities and crazy situations he
has encountered regarding Prees.
The branch finances are not in the best state of health after an unexpected call
on our resources from the joint owners of Grafton Wood, Worcestershire
Wildlife Trust. This has been amicably resolved but it does mean we do not
have the freedom of action we have previously enjoyed. In addition the
newsletter is more expensive to produce, given its new format, but essential if
we wish to attract a wider audience. Would any of your employers be prepared
to sponsor an edition? We are seeking at least £500 per edition in return for
which the donor can expect good publicity. I wrote to the Chairman of St
Modwen Properties PLC. We got a positive response in terms of their
willingness to incorporate wildlife friendly areas into their brownfield
developments. They are the future developers of Longbridge, but they do have
a policy of only giving to site-specific projects which therefore excludes this
newsletter. Again, I await your call.
Both Ian Duncan and Digby Wood, past Chairmen, have offered their
resignations from our committee which I sadly have accepted. Ian is now
working full-time, mainly in the Falkland Islands. I must admit to twisting his
arm to stay since he could bring a branch perspective to his national role on
Council but he has had to end that connection also. He tells me he hopes to
set up a moth group; little chance of a similar butterfly group since there are
only three species! As recompense I insisted he send an article to our editor
relaying his experience in the Malvinas. Digby’s reason is tempus fugit. Both
have given a huge amount to the branch over many years making West
Midlands one of the society’s leading branches. Thanks to you both from me
and the committee plus all our members.
In conclusion, I do feel the phrase ‘ Baptism of Fire’ is close to the mark during
my first year as chair. My view is one year to learn the job, next year to do it
and the third to hand on to my successor. Am I complaining? Not a bit of it, all
this keeps the blood circulating!

The Portland Riband Wave in Halesowen
Jill and Gordon Sturman
We participate in Dave Grundy’s Midlands Garden Moth Survey and put our
Skinner trap out in our suburban garden in Halesowen every Friday evening
from March to November. From March to early June this year the catch was
small due to poor weather, with no moths at all appearing some evenings.
However, June 17th was very different. It was a calm, humid night with a
minimum temperature of 15ºC, the year’s highest for a Friday, even as we
write this in early August. The catch of 185 moths of 37 species was
comparatively massive and many were still lively well after dawn. With
difficulty, they were listed and many potted for later scrutiny, including the only
Riband Wave present, or so we thought! Imagine our surprise when a more
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leasurely scan proved it to be the Portland Riband Wave, a Red Data Book
species which, but for that second look, we would have completely overlooked!
(See page 6 for a picture.)
We contacted Dr.Tony Simpson, our county recorder, whose immediate
response was to make the 60 mile round trip to see this new species and
confirm its identity. Our subsequent research in the Skinner and Waring and
Townsend guides indicates that this moth is the first of its species observed in
Great Britain outside the counties of Dorset, Cornwall, Devon, Hampshire,
West Sussex, Scilly and the Isle of Wight.
It was first observed in 1831 in an area of rough grassy and bushy undercliff
on the east coast of the Isle of Portland (hence its name) , where a colony still
exists. A colony may also have existed near Torbay, Devon, until 1927, and
another was recently found at St. Albans Head in Purbeck. It is fairly common
in Jersey and Southern Europe, where it has two generations annually, but
single-brooded in Dorset where its flight season is mid-June to mid-July.
Although the Portland colony does not appear to wander, those few that have
been observed at other South Coast locations occurred from August to
October as rare singletons and were considered as migrants from the
Continent. So where did “our” 17th June specimen come from?
It was thought a little early to originate from the Portland colony, the adults of
which are not seen in flight until later in June, and was too early to be classed
as one of the rare autumn migrants from Europe. However, it so happens that
a powerful weather system had been developing in Southern Europe, which
had its peak effect over Southern England on 19th June, bringing a massive
migration of insects which could reasonably have included “our” moth from the
first European generation in the build-up two days earlier.
Although this moth has bred for over 170 years in Portland, its larval foodplant
is still unknown. Traveller’s Joy, Clematis vitalba, is one of a number of plants
fed successfully in captivity and also happens to be rampant on the Portland
site. The larva is very difficult to locate and would probably require many
hours, if not days, of research in a prostrate position during the most inclement
period of the year, exposed to the rigours of the unprotected coast. Now
there’s a challenge for a really dedicated moth-er!
Acknowledgements
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Proposed Trip to Mull 23-27 June, 2006
Mike Williams
After the success of our Scottish trip this year, I’ve been talking with Neil &
Corinna about organising a follow up for 2006. After mulling things over (!) we
have come up with the idea of a visit to the Island of Mull off the north-west
coast of Scotland. The plan is for people to make their way to Oban on Friday,
23rd June and catch the ferry from there to Mull (perhaps sharing cars to
reduce the cost). Neil & Corinna have found a nice guest house with en suite
accommodation overlooking the harbour in Tobermory which would be our
base for a four night stay. Prices for 2006 have not yet been finalised but are
likely to be around £28-£30 pp per night for bed and breakfast. Evening meals
can be taken either at the guest house or in Tobermory, the main town on the
island. The programme would be to some extent weather dependent but
would include a day on the island of Ulva in search of Transparent and
Slender Scotch Burnet, two rare moths which in the UK only occur in western
Scotland. Ulva is a spectacular island just off the coast of Mull and home to
many seabirds as well as Marsh Fritillary and Argent & Sable. Another
morning would be spent with the warden at a special hide set up to view
White-tailed Sea Eagles, once extinct but now once again flourishing on the
island. We would also hope to spend some time searching for otters which are
more plentiful around the coast of Mull than probably anywhere else in Britain.
A third day would see us on a boat trip off the west coast in search of
Dolphins, Minke Whales and other forms of marine life, returning to the
mainland on Tuesday, 27th June. In short, an interesting and varied weekend
is on offer, hopefully with something to suit all tastes.
If you are interested, please let me know ASAP in November. Some of us
may fly up to Glasgow and hire a car from there so, if you are interested in this
option, please say so. Similarly, it may be possible for people to book extra
nights if anybody so wishes. We may need to take a deposit to reserve the
accommodation and nearer the time will need an indication of those wishing to
book the Sea Eagle and whale watching trips.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NAME……………………………………..
ADDRESS……………………………………………………..
EMAIL……………………………………………………….
ACCOMMODATION REQUIRED Single/Twin/Double (please delete)
I WOULD LIKE TO BOOK FOR

NIGHTS (min 4)

I WOULD BE INTERESTED IN CAR SHARING Yes/No
I WOULD BE INTERESTED IN FLIGHTS TO GLASGOW AND SHARING
CAR HIRE Yes/No
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Photo: © Patrick Clement

Portland Riband Wave (see page 3)

Photo: Jenny Joy©

Argent and Sable larval tent (this one’s at Whixall Moss, not in Staffs.)
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Ardent and Stable?
John Bryan (John also took the front cover photo of the moth)
When it comes to day-flying moths, there is but one king. Fittingly, its name is
derived from heraldry, a simple but apt description of its black and white
colouration as it eye-catchingly, slowly floats by.
Argent & Sable (A&S) has, as with many species of Lepidoptera, been in
decline, but is one of the 'luckier' moths as it is included in the UK Biodiversity
Action Plan and so is attracting special attention from various sources to
ensure its survival. Classified as Nationally Scarce, it has a widespread
distribution but one which is very localised. Nowadays in England it is
generally found in conifer plantations established from the 1950s and onwards.
Its decline, along with those of many other species, has been attributed to the
fact that woodlands are no longer coppiced or given any other type of active
management. The Argent & Sable prefers to lay its eggs on young birch in full
sun, using both Silver Birch Betula pendula and as a second option Downy
Birch Betula pubescens. Birch, in fact, could be described as the 'weed' of the
woodland as it quickly colonises areas vacated by others. For successful
regeneration it requires two essential factors: disturbed ground and lots of
light. These are generally missing in mature birch woodland and so
regeneration tends not to occur as the young birch never gets a foothold,
suggesting that A&S may always have been a transitory species. However,
nowadays, in a world of declining options for A&S, rotational felling of conifers
in plantations has given both birch and A&S an ideal environment to coexist.
Surveys in various conifer plantations and woods with known records of A&S
within central and northern Staffordshire this spring and summer, have turned
up some interesting findings, as well as encouraging news for the status of this
species within the region. The main concentration thus far discovered centres
on woodland and conifer belt mixes in North West Staffordshire, namely Burnt
Wood, Maer Hills, Hanchurch Hills and Bishop's Wood.
The description “day-flying species” is a little misleading as it is an enigmatic
moth, proving at times to be very elusive. Preferring to fly on warm sunny
days, it also can be found flying in muggy, overcast conditions. It often
requires a helping hand to take to the air by 'birch beating'. A short rap on the
trunk with a stout stick often does the trick or, if the tree has a small girth, a
good shake. Both practices get their fair share of odd looks from passing dog
walkers.
The moth is on the wing from late May through to early July and mid-June
appears to be the height of the flight period, with 17 individuals seen on one
occasion in Bishop's Wood. This would provisionally make this site the largest
colony in England. With the suspicion that A&S is indeed a very mobile
species, larval searches at various sites were undertaken to confirm that
breeding was taken place on site, rather than the recording of adults passing
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through. A&S larvae spin leaves together in a variety of shapes and then feed
on the leaf within, causing the leaf to discolour to a withered brown
appearance (see photo, page 6). Once you have 'your eye in' it's remarakably
easy to identify these spinnings and this proved very successful with larva
found in varying numbers on different sites. Bishop's Wood again came out top
and Maer Hills was a good second but proved this species’ elusiveness, as
searches for the adult failed to bear any fruit. The larval spinnings were
abundant on both types of birch as well as using one of the willow species (yet
to be identified). Larva were also found (contradicting in certain circumstances
contemporary thinking that the moth only lays its eggs on young birch in full
sun), on older trees and on birch sometimes deep inside the woods.
Plans are afoot for next season to extend the search to other localities, monitor
the populations at known sites, and return to sites which have old records of
A&S to gauge whether populations have remained or moved on. This will
hopefully involve holding workshops to train volunteers to enable them to
identify potential habitat and to monitor adult numbers, backed up with larval
searches to try and ascertain whether this beautiful species in the West
Midlands really is Ardent & Stable.

Rediscovery of the Welsh Clearwing in England
Andrew Graham (Moth Recorder for Merionethshire, VC48)
A reunion with an old friend from my college days took me to the ex-coal
mining town of Cannock in Staffordshire - a county which I have probably only
ever driven through in the past and would have struggled to point out on a
map. In general, I prefer to stay in my home patch (Merionethshire), both to
avoid the crowds and because there is still so much work to be done recording
Lepidoptera and other groups in this part of North Wales. However, finding
myself in such an unfamiliar location was stimulating and I was keen when my
friend suggested a visit to the nearby Cannock Chase in the evening to listen
for Nightjars. We were successful in this and also had the luck to pick one of
the nights when the Perseid meteor shower was at its most spectacular (12th
August). Both the Nightjars and the meteors were exciting but this didn’t stop
me noticing that Cannock Chase looked as if it might also be interesting for
Lepidoptera.
Next morning, not quite as fresh as daisies, we returned to the same locality
and set off for a walk. I don’t remember exactly what I was hoping for, basically
anything that turned up, though I did think that I might search for the leafmines of Stigmella myrtilella on Bilberry. However, what I did spot very soon
was an old birch tree standing in isolation and with the lower part of its trunk
fully exposed. Having carried out two surveys for the Welsh Clearwing moth
in recent years, a tree like that acts as a magnet for me and I was quickly
examining it for emergence holes which, to my considerable surprise, I found.
These holes were about 5mm in diameter and were in sound bark, not rotten
wood. They certainly looked like Welsh Clearwing emergence holes such as
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occur in the birch trees near my house. However, I was well aware that this
moth has not been recorded in England for a very long time so I knew that I
would need some more substantial evidence.
Emergence holes of this size are made by the other two birch-feeding
clearwing moths: the Large Red-belted Clearwing Synanthedon culiciformis
and the White-barred Clearwing Synanthedon spheciformis. A common
beetle, Rhagium mordax, can also make holes of the same size but feeds in
rotting wood. The possibility also exists that there could be some altogether
different animal present in Staffordshire which might make similar holes.
Fortunately, the Welsh Clearwing constructs a distinctive cocoon a short
distance below the bark surface which often persists for several years
following emergence. This cocoon is about 20 mm long with rounded ends,
reddish brown in colour and is made of small particles of bark about 0.6mm
across. The White-barred Clearwing is stated to pupate without a cocoon,
whilst the cocoon of the Large Red-belted Clearwing is very different in
construction, being made from long thin fragments of wood.
As the walk proceeded I examined quite a few further birch trees and found
that many of them had emergence holes and within some of these a cocoon
was clearly visible. I used my penknife to prise off a few samples including
one with an intact cocoon, which was indistinguishable from those that I am
familiar with in North Wales. I thus concluded that the Welsh Clearwing is
present on Cannock Chase.
All the Clearwing holes were in Silver Birch Betula pendula though I did see a
number of Downy Birches Betula pubescens which are also utilised by the
Welsh Clearwing in North Wales. The majority of the emergence holes were
old, i.e. not this year’s, and I did not find any empty pupal cases (‘exuviae’).
This was a shame as these are identifiable and constitute a further degree of
evidence.
Later research has revealed that there are old records for this moth from
Cannock Chase. In 1913 a pupa was extracted from a birch tree in late May by
the entomologist Mr H.C. Hayward and an adult emerged from this on the 21st
June. A further specimen was captured in the afternoon sunshine on the 1st
July in the same year. In 1920 Mr Hayward reported that larvae were common
but ‘were difficult to obtain’. It seems that there has been no further English
record since that date.
Clearly, a sighting of an adult moth is highly desirable and hopefully this will be
possible next summer with the aid of the species-specific pheromone lure,
which has only recently become available. In North Wales the moths are
known to emerge from as early as the 19th June until mid-July, dependent on
locality and probably varying to some extent from year to year. Given that the
1913 record from Cannock was on the 21st June it seems likely that the flight
time in Staffordshire will prove to be similar. Thus the last week of June and
the first two weeks of July are recommended for anyone interested in trying
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out the pheromone. In North Wales most moths have been seen from mid to
late morning but at least one individual was reported as having come to the
lure as late as 13:00 this year (2005).
The use of the pheromone is great fun and largely harmless, although if the
moths are netted for photography there is the possibility of damaging one.
However, I would recommend that the most effective way to survey for the
species is by searching for holes, cocoons and exuviae rather than using the
pheromone lure. The advantages are that one can look at any time of year and
in any weather conditions. The holes are reasonably conspicuous, especially
in the Midlands where the birch bark is more likely to be bare of epiphyte
cover, so the absence of holes provides a convincing negative record. In
comparison the failure to attract a male moth to the pheromone lure allows no
conclusions to be drawn.
A leaflet giving further information about this moth is available from Butterfly
Conservation.

Brown Hairstreak news
Mike Williams (This article is based on the Sept. Brown Hairstreak bulletin)
I have not had the time to get over to Grafton Wood since my return from
holiday but reports suggest there are still plenty of females on the wing.
Miriam Tilt is pretty confident that she saw one in her garden in Flyford Flavell
during last week and Trevor Bucknall saw as many as five while carrying out
management work in Grafton Wood on 24th September, including an egg
laying female at the top of the new glade we have created north of the orchard.
While on holiday, I was fortunate enough to be invited to join a Butterfly
Conservation South Wales branch field trip to a Brown Hairstreak site near
Carmarthen. The location was a very sheltered and steep sided stream valley
with plentiful blackthorn growing along the stream and on the lower slopes - a
site a long way removed from the intensively farmed landscape we are used to
in Worcestershire. Like us, the South Wales branch has been monitoring the
site for eggs and trying to identify assembly trees. There was a good turnout of
people and, during the course of the morning, four females were seen, all still
in very good condition. Low intensity farming at this particular site means that
the Brown Hairstreak is pretty well able to look after itself, with blackthorn
generally remaining uncut and being allowed to sucker freely. Quite a contrast
to Worcestershire, where the norm has been for highly intensive hedgerow
management with annual flailing.
While we are not yet into the egg counting season, a number of females have
been witnessed egg-laying and casual searches of blackthorn have turned up
several eggs. There does seem to have been something of a time lag,
however, between our first sightings of females and the appearance of eggs.
The impression is that despite females being on the wing, as we have
discovered this year, from late July onwards, most of the eggs are not laid until
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September which on the face of it seems rather strange. I think it would be
interesting next year to set up an egg transect along a stretch of hedgerow that
we know is generally good for egg-laying and undertake weekly counts from
the beginning of August onwards. This way we would get a clearer view of
when the majority of eggs are laid. As well as being interesting from an
ecological point of view, it might help us in terms of the timing of practical
management work.
Talking of volunteers, I would like to welcome two new Brown Hairstreak
champions: Jan Kenyon from Arrow and Mrs Gent, Headteacher at Himbleton
Primary School. Jan has already attended several Brown Hairstreak events
and is hoping to join in with our forthcoming local winter egg counts, while Mrs
Gent is leading the way in involving the next generation of butterfly
conservationists (see below). Brown Hairstreak champions, as well as having
the satisfaction of helping with the conservation of this very attractive butterfly,
which is found nowhere else in the Midlands, are kept in touch with all the
latest news via an ebulletin and are also eligible for free blackthorn plants for
local planting. If you know anyone who might be interested do put them in
touch.
We are also delighted to welcome our first Junior Champions in the shape of
the children from Himbleton Primary School. Becky Lashley will be helping the
children to carry out their own egg hunt in the area surrounding their school on
Monday, 21st February, 2006. The plan is to spend an hour or so in the
morning making butterfly lifecycle wheels to get the kids tuned in (apparently
they already raise their own caterpillars), to talk about why Brown Hairstreak
is important and the type of habitat they will be looking at, and then to spend
the rest of the day outside having a walk looking for any signs of spring and
stopping at strategic sites to look for eggs. These will then be marked so that
the children can come back later and look for the caterpillars. Becky, for those
who have not yet met her, is the new Community Wildlife Officer with the
Worcestershire Biodiversity Partnership and is working to encourage local
people and groups within part of the Forest of Feckenham to learn more about
and celebrate its biodiversity, undertake more recording, and work towards the
eventual production of a biodiversity vision map. This is an exciting initiative
and we are hoping to work closely with Becky on a number of joint activities
over the coming 18 months.
We have now set dates for our winter egg searches. We have decided to start
a little earlier this year and get in our first egg hunt this side of Xmas – see the
Events diary. With plenty of adult sightings this year, this will be our first
chance to see if this has been translated into good breeding success.
Finally, in the New Year we are planning with other partner organisations a
training day for local landowners on the new Environmental Stewardship
scheme. This new scheme has replaced Countryside Stewardship and offers
further incentives to farmers to manage their land to the benefit of wildlife. We
have already seen considerable benefits for the Brown Hairstreak and many
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other forms of wildlife from the existing scheme so we are very optimistic about
the potentially postive impact from the recent changes. The provisional date
for the training day is 26th January, 2006. In the meantime, any enquiries
should be addressed to Jane Ellis.

Looking to the future at Grafton Wood…..
John & Miriam Tilt
At our work parties we are always concerned about the advancing years of our
members. We call ourselves the “Grey Greens”. Questions like – “who will take
over from us when we are too old to do this?” are often voiced.
So we were delighted when we were asked to visit Flyford Flavell First School
recently. Mrs Smith, form teacher of Year 2 (6 & 7 year olds), invited us to talk
to her class about Grafton Wood as part of their Science project.
We visited them one Thursday morning and were very impressed with the
level of their knowledge of wildlife and conservation. This was mostly down to
their form teacher making it so interesting for them.
We were invited to look at their small nature reserve and asked for
suggestions on how to improve it. We also received all manner of creepy
crawlies to identify!
The following week the class of 17 children and several “willing” adults met for
a visit to Grafton Wood. After the visit they were asked to write a report.
Here are some of their observations:
•

“at Grafton wood we found lots of butterflies like the White Admiral,
Ringlet and Meadow Brown”

•

“we saw a badger sett: I counted 11 holes and we saw a badger toilet”

•

“I saw two beetles’ bottoms stuck together”

•

”Mrs Tilt put a dead butterfly in a bag and Mr Tilt let us look at it
through his microscope”

•

“ the Brown Hairstreak butterfly is very elusive, it lays its eggs on
sloe bushes which makes it very vulnerable to hedgerow cutting”

•

” the mum cuckoo puts her eggs in another bird’s nest – the baby
cuckoo throws the other babies out onto the ground and then they die”

•

”the baby roe deer is called a fawn and stays with the mother for a few
weeks. You have to be very quiet to see the deer. We were too
noisy”`

An excellent morning was had by all, the children were delightful and very well
behaved – we hope to repeat this for this year’s Year 2. We may get some
new work party members in a few years time!
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Anchor meadow, Aldridge – Dingy Skipper Update
Peter Newell
Before I give the current situation at this site, here’s a brief resume of the
history of the land. The area was originally the site of Aldridge railway station
and goods sidings. In 1970 the station was demolished and the sidings taken
up, leaving the land to “return to nature”. It quickly became overgrown and was
colonised by many butterfly species. Among the more notable were Wall
Brown, Small Heath, Holly Blue and Dingy Skipper, with Painted Lady and
Clouded Yellow appearing in good years. Later, the land was sold to Walsall
Council for future development, but nothing was done for years.
In 1999 work on building Anchor Meadow Health Centre began. Although this
building affected the butterfly habitat, it was not a total disaster as large parts
of the site were not disturbed. However, when it became clear that a housing
development was about to start on most of the remainder of the site, I
contacted Butterfly Conservation to make them aware of the situation,
especially the wellbeing of the Dingy Skipper.
Thanks to the efforts of Richard Southwell, David Jackson and others, Walsall
Council was alerted to the presence of the skippers. In spite of this, most of
the remaining site was destroyed, leaving just a small area undisturbed. Even
this was used as a rubbish tip for a time.
Returning to the present day, a few Dingy Skipper were present in 2004, but
the site needs constant work mainly due to brambles. A work party was
booked to clear the site in April.
However, there is some good news – an area belonging to the medical centre
has been colonized by the skippers and up to a dozen were there last year.
Also seen were Small and Large Skippers, Common Blue and Meadow
Brown. The future of this area is uncertain, but Dr. Wells is very sympathetic
towards us and we remain hopeful for the future.
Small Heath, Holly Blue and Wall Brown have been lost but, to be fair, the
latter was in terminal decline anyway. In conclusion, the Dingy Skipper is
hanging on but the situation needs constant monitoring.
The news for 2005 is not encouraging. The flight season for Dingy Skipper
was hit by poor weather. When better weather finally arrived in the second half
of June I managed to fit in a few visits to the two sites. No Dingies were seen
on the Anchor meadow site. This is probably due to the site becoming
increasingly hostile to them, with long grass and brambles giving the Birds foot
trefoil no chance of flowering. A few were seen on the medical centre site on a
couple of occasions, but fewer than in 2004. Large Skippers and Common
Blues were also here along with numerous Burnet Companion moths.
It is becoming imperative that the Medical Centre site is retained in its present
condition, but in the long term its fate is not in our hands.
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Health and Safety Guidelines
Guidelines for health and safety during Butterfly Conservation activities will be
received from Head Office in due course. In the meantime we reproduce those
adopted by the Devon Branch.
There are important responsibilities laid upon us to do what we can to ensure
your safety at events organised by Butterfly Conservation. Please act
according to the following guidelines at any of our events:
•

Wear appropriate footwear for the conditions expected.

•

Wear appropriate clothing for the conditions expected. Protect yourself against
cold, heat, sun, rain, wind and thorns.

•

Consider what precautions you should take to prevent being bitten or stung by
insect, plants, snakes or animals.

•

Children must be adequately supervised by an adult.

•

Dogs must be kept on leads. Ask leaders for permission before bringing dogs.

•

Listen carefully to instructions given by the leader before starting.

•

Beware of branches swinging back after the person in front passes them.

•

Beware of carefully dug rabbit holes, dug to twist your ankle.

•

Inform the leader if you intend to leave early.

•

Keep up with the party.

•

Carry a drink - you may be away from your car for several hours.

•

Observe the country code at all times.

•

Enjoy yourself.

•

Site-specific hazards will be outlined by the leader at the start.

Regional Conservation Day 2005
This year’s Regional Conservation Day will be held on Saturday 11th February (venue
to be confirmed) and will be a joint day between the East and West Midlands. The day
will focus on conservation achievements of the branches with presentations including:
•

Mike Slater on Landscape Scale projects in Warwickshire.

•

Barry Prater on the Grizzled and Dingy project and other East Midlands
projects.

•

Further presentations are planned including one on the Brown Hairstreak
Champions Project.

Please do come along and support your Branch, this is a great opportunity to share
ideas and experience both with other Branches, the Regional Officers and Head Office.
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Dates for your Diary
Butterfly Events
December
Saturday 17th - Brown Hairstreak egg hunt, Grafton Wood, Worcs.
Meet 10.00am at Grafton Flyford Church (GR SO963557), off the A422. OS map 150.

January
Sunday 15th, Sunday 29th - Brown Hairstreak egg hunts
Meet 10.00am at Grafton Flyford Church (as above)
For further dates see the branch website or contact Mike Williams.

February
Saturday 11th - Regional Conservation Day (see previous page).
Contact Jane Ellis or check the branch website later this year. A free light lunch will be
provided.

Moth Events
November
Sunday 12th Wyre Forest Moth Group Indoor Meeting
7.30 pm, at Wyre Forest Visitor Centre, Callow Hill, Bewdley. (SO752740) Contact
Rosemary Winnall on 07732-203393.

Other events
November
Saturday 12th - Firewood Sale, Monkwood
10.00am - 1.00 pm. Logs £3.50 per bag, discount for larger quantities. Stock up with
logs for the winter and help conservation work for butterflies at the same time.

Winter work days (all start at 10a.m.)
A Butterflies Under Threat Team (BUTT) has been established as a roving group of
volunteers available to work on sites for key butterfly species where habitat
management is urgently required. If you know of a butterfly or a site in trouble call the
BUTT team (contact Trevor Bucknall on 01905-755757) - they may be able to help.

Regular monthly days (same Sunday every month)
First Sunday - Monkwood NR, Worcs.
Meet at car park (SO803603). Leader: Paddy Harrison (01905-642523)
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Second Sunday - Grafton Wood NR, Worcs.
Meet at Grafton Flyford Church (SO963557). Leader: John Tilt (01386-792458).

Third Sunday - Chaddesley Woods NNR
Meet at entrance to Jubilee Ride. Leader: Mervyn Needham (01562-777461)

Fourth Sunday - Trench Wood NR.
Meet 10 am at car park (SO928589). Leader: Neil Maclean (01905-795381)

November
Saturday 19th. at Haugh Wood, Herefordshire
10.00 am at forestry car park (SO593365). Contact Jeff Andrews on 01432-870301.

Sunday 20th Honeybourne Railway Line, Worcs
10.00 am BUTT meet at railway bridge on Honeybourne - Mickleton road SP 126441
Target species: Grizzled Skipper

Saturday/Sunday 26/27th Norton Covert, Stourbridge
Meet at end of Sandy Road (off Greyhound Lane) at 10.00am. The grid reference of
the covert is SO 888 822. (See article on page 23 for details.)

December
Sat. 31st. 10.00 am 2005 at Haugh Wood, Herefordshire.
10.00 am at forestry car park (SO593365). Contact Jeff Andrews on 01432-870301.

January
Sat. 21st. 2006 at Haugh Wood, Herefordshire.
10.00 am at forestry car park (SO593365). Contact Jeff Andrews on 01432-870301.

February
Sat. 18th. 10.00 am at Haugh Wood, Herefordshire.
10.00 am at forestry car park (SO593365). Contact Jeff Andrews on 01432-870301.

Sun. 19th Bringsty Common, Herefordshire. Bracken raking for
Fritillaries.
Meet at 10.00 am at Bringsty Post Office (SO705552) Contact Jenny Joy.

March
Sat. 18th. at Wigmore Rolls, Herefordshire.
Meet at 10.00 am at roadside pull-in (SO397688). Contact Jeff Andrews.
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Winter Work Programmes- background information
Here’s some additional information on two of the main venues listed above.

Grafton Wood
John Tilt
Last winter we completed our ride widening programme making the entire
main ride system at Grafton about 40m wide. This gives a “U” shaped ride
structure with scrub at the edges for breeding warblers and a herb rich edge
for nectaring insects. Last year we also removed a section of conifers to allow
blackthorn to regenerate for Brown Hairstreak butterflies (the Grafton
speciality).
This summer’s recording has shown that the management is having an effect:
•

Silver-washed Fritillary seen for second year running

•

Record numbers of White Admiral and Brown Argus.

•

Last winter’s Brown Hairstreak egg count was the highest ever with
over 1000 eggs.

•

Record numbers of Garden Warbler, Nuthatch and the first Nightingale
for 20 years.

The winter work this year will be to extend the coppicing – we are planning that
the volunteers will coppice a 0.5 ha plot. There is also ride and glade
maintenance work to be done.
In January to February we will be counting Brown Hairstreak eggs and are
hoping to extend the usual area to include farms which have gone into
stewardship.
The normal work party is on the second Sunday of the month from September
to April inclusive (see the Events diary). There is also a mid-week work party.
For further information contact John Tilt: 01386 792 458.

Herefordshire
Jeff Andrews
We will work at Haugh Woods, except for one trip to Wigmore Rolls (see the
Events diary). At Haugh we are hoping to clear areas on the South side to
encourage the Pearl-Bordered Fritillary to expand into new coppiced areas.
The work is in conjunction with Forest Enterprise. It will involve cutting and
burning new areas of mainly Hazel regrowth. This year Pearl-Bordered
Fritillary numbers were excellent and they were moving into areas recently
cleared. The work we are doing is essential for the survival of this species in
Herefordshire.
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Regional Officers’ Reports – October 05
Jenny Joy (JJ) and Jane Ellis (JE)
We have now been in the post for 3½ years – doesn’t time fly! Over the last six
months, we feel we have really started to see things coming together across
the region. In particular, we have two great pieces of news for the region:
•

We have now secured £85,000 for a project officer to work on
providing training, survey and conservation advice in the ancient
woodlands of Herefordshire. The post runs from October 2005 until
March 2007.

•

The largest ever single donation to BC (£500,000) means that the
future of Prees Heath, the only West Midlands site for Silver Studded
Blue has finally been secured. This money will also pay for a Prees
Heath Project Officer to work full time for the next four years to engage
the local community in the conservation and management of the site.

Prees Heath Appeal Special thanks to Adrian Miles for organising and
running a great night out at Linley Brook near Bridgnorth at the end of July in
aid of the Prees Heath Appeal. Lots of people turned up, the food was
excellent (thanks to Val), the sausages and hamburgers superbly done on the
barbeque (thanks to Adrian) and not surprisingly all the food disappeared.
Adrian set up several moth traps and put up a good display about Prees
Heath. Roger Smith (a local moth photographer) was there to enthuse us all
with his brilliant moth pictures as well as introducing us to 'Simon' (a Poplar
Kitten caterpillar whose plight has captivated Shropshire moth-ers). The
evening event raised £220 with a good time being had by all. Thanks very
much to Pete and Jacqui Hale for hosting the night at Ryecroft.
Brownfield Sites Dossier (JE)
A key area of Jane’s work which has taken up a good percentage of her time
these last few months has been the preparation of a report on the important
Brownfield sites in the West Midlands for key Lepidoptera species. This is
being developed from the database of information that she has been collating
over the last few years with help from volunteers across the region. The aim of
the report, which will be launched in March 2006, is to highlight the importance
of brownfield land for a number of rapidly declining butterfly species including
Dingy Skipper, Grizzled Skipper and Small Blue. Good progress has been
made. Information on the relative size of colonies and type and level of threat
has been collected and incorporated for most Districts. Each District also has a
written summary of the interest in the area and recommendations for future
action. This phase of the work has involved extensive liaison with the
originators of the initial site lists. It is anticipated that a full draft report will be
ready for circulation by the end of October 2005. There are currently 142 sites
listed in the report. It is clear that the report provides a snapshot of current
knowledge and that further investigation of brownfield sites in the region is
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required. The aim is that recommendations in the report will provide a basis for
a key area of work in the West Midlands over the next three years.
Brown Hairstreak (JE)
Jane continues to be involved with the Brown Hairstreak project around
Grafton Wood in Worcestershire. She gave a talk at the Brown Hairstreak Hunt
day on September 4th (see photo on page 25) when four adults were seen.
She attended a meeting with the Worcestershire Vision Mapping project officer
to discuss how the two projects could have mutual benefit. One of the
outcomes has been them organising an egg search day with a local primary
school and a joint training event for landowners to be held in January.
Wyre Forest (JJ)
Targeted survey for Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Small Pearl-bordered
Fritillary, Drab Looper and Common Fan-foot has been carried out in the
forest this year and significantly progressed our knowledge of the status and
habitats and these species. The importance of the Wyre Forest as a national
stronghold for the Pearl-bordered Fritillary is emphasised by the species
focus in the most recent edition of Butterfly (Issue 90). Key results from the
2004 national survey for the Pearl-bordered Fritillary were:
•

That the number of breeding colonies of the species in England had
declined by 33% in just seven years

•

There are only about 170 colonies surviving across all of England.

Within the Wyre Forest although we still have a good number of Pearlbordered Fritillary colonies (>10) which we now regularly visit, there are still
a number on private land which we have not re-surveyed since 2002. So here
we have a key area where we are having lots of input but where we still have a
long way to go (and this is just on one species!) Incidentally, if any of you on
reading this article want to get out and help with recording in the Wyre Forest,
please do not hesitate to contact me.
Dave Grundy led an excellent seminar on the Common Fan-foot moth in the
Wyre Forest at the beginning of September (a joint event between BC, FC and
EN) which was very much enjoyed by all the participants. It was the first time I
had seen a Common Fan-foot caterpillar and I now understand more about
the importance of branch snapping and how the oak leaves curl. It was good to
have the opportunity to focus on one moth species and our target for next year
might be the Argent and Sable in Staffordshire.
Malvern Hills (JJ)
Sue Clarke has been carrying out some survey work for us on the High
Brown Fritillary and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary this summer as a result
of funding from the D.G. Albright Charitable Trust and the Malvern Hills AONB
unit. Although Sue’s survey work produced rather few butterflies, the
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continued presence of High Brown Fritillary was confirmed (by Sue and
other recorders) and Jenny and Sue are now in the process of trying to set up
meetings to discuss a way forward on management for this species. We are
now also hoping to be able to produce a booklet on the butterflies and moths
of the Malvern Hills early next year so if any of you have any sightings, records
or observations you would like to see included please do not hesitate to get in
touch with me. One event we already have on the calendar for next year in this
area is a bracken raking session at Bringsty Common on Sunday 19th
February (see the Events Diary). This site is being managed for the High
Brown Fritillary but has problems with a huge build up of bracken litter in the
absence of grazing animals. The Bringsty Common Manorial Court has been
extremely supportive of us during the recent changes in the management
prescriptions for this site and we would like to reciprocate by having a very
successful bracken raking day. So if you can turn out to help please do so.
Peter Boardman and Michael Harper helped to run a very successful bat and
moth event on the Halesend Estate during July. This was organized by FWAG
and attended by 58 people (with 30 having already been turned away!). Jointly
working with organizations such as FWAG, the Woodland Trust etc is going to
continue to be a key way forward for BC as these organizations frequently
already have local communication networks to tap into in areas where BC
members are very thin on the ground.
Herefordshire Commons (JJ)
Sue Clarke and David Green have now carried out survey work on all the
Commons involved in the Herefordshire Community Commons Project and are
currently in the process of submitting their management advice to the
Herefordshire Nature Trust. David ran two moth trapping events and Sue one
butterfly event as part of this project. One final event may be Sue’s
participation in an evening conference in early December (organised by HNT)
to look at all the important plants and animals found on the Commons this
year. Please contact me if you would like to know the final details of this event
once they are confirmed. Thanks to those people who responded to my plea in
the last issue of The Comma for survey help on particular sites. A summary of
what was found will be produced in the next edition of The Comma.
Conservation Update for Warwickshire (JE)
An event for landowners and managers was held at Brandon Marsh on August
16th to discuss management needs and opportunities for Wood White within
the Princethorpe Woodlands complex. DEFRA gave a presentation about the
opportunities for grant funding through the new Environmental Stewardship
and Mike Slater gave a fascinating and informative guided walk of Ryton
Woods and Meadows. Mike and Jane then paid a visit to Bubbenhall Quarry
with a representative from Hanson Aggregates and made some suggestions
for the restoration of the site, which will help to create suitable reconnecting
habitat for Wood White between two key areas of woodland in the
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Princethorpe Woodlands complex. A follow-up meeting with the Princethorpe
Woodlands Officer, Forestry Commission and DEFRA has also been
organised to discuss priorities for action to try to link existing habitat
throughout the woodlands.
Jane also met with Paul Fletcher of RMC at Southam Quarry to discuss
various opportunities for Small Blue, Grizzled Skipper and Chalk Carpet on
RMC-owned land, which includes Stockton Cutting and Nelsons Quarry. To
help to extend the colony of Small Blue at Southam Quarry, Mike Slater and
Jane have organised a Kidney Vetch planting event at Southam by-pass with
Barclays Sitesavers to be held on November 5th. Mike and Jane will also be
visiting a number of key sites for Small Blue in October to draw up specific
plans for habitat restoration which will be presented to local ecologists and
RMC.
Raising Awareness and Publicity (JE and JJ)
Butterfly Conservation had a stall at the National Trust Family Open Day at
Attingham Park, Shropshire on 1st July. The Brown Hairstreak display boards
were on show and Hairstreak Champion leaflets were available at the
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust Open Day on 6th August. A display and leaflets
were available at the FWAG stand at the Town and Country Show,
Warwickshire July 27-28th and at the Kinnerley Country Fair, Oswestry, in
September.
Jane produced and circulated four press releases to the local media for:
•

National Moth Night 9th July.

•

Dark Green Fritillary and Grayling Training Event at the Long Mynd
on 12th July.

•

Brown Hairstreak Hunt 4th September.

•

Common Fan-foot Seminar 13th September at the Wyre Forest.

Thanks to volunteers from West Midlands Branch we will also be having a
display at a big event at Birmingham Botanical Gardens at the end of October.
We always seem to struggle with volunteers for manning displays, so if anyone
out there could lend us some much needed help please let Jane know.
The future for ROs?
Unfortunately, our current funding runs out in March 2006. However, plans are
in progress to produce a funding bid which will incorporate many of the key
areas of our work and Head Office are hopeful that this will be successful. A
meeting regarding these proposals will be held at 7pm on Tuesday 2nd
November. If you would like to attend contact Jane Ellis for details.
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The Mystery of Mothing
Jo Dunn and Becky Ellsmore
Note – Mervyn Needham was given a grant by the branch to buy a moth trap
and half a dozen people in his area have already tried it out. Jo and Becky are
two of them.
My sister and I have often appreciated the fleeting beauty of a butterfly, but
became intrigued and inspired by the fact that right next to the rather
insignificant section of British butterflies in our field guide there was a huge
section devoted to moths - elusive, mostly nocturnal creatures we knew
nothing about, and most of which we had never even seen.
An invitation to accompany a local night patrol of moth traps was soon to
change all that!
It was a chilly, dark, April night. Armed only with a torch and collecting jar, we
cautiously walked towards an eerie string of lights snaking their way through
Chaddesley Woods. As we peered into each of the brightly lit moth traps, we
wondered why our knowledgeable and esteemed companions insisted on
looking at empty upturned egg boxes from the bottom of each trap. When they
turned each egg box over, all was revealed as there the moths were, hiding
underneath! It was so exciting when we realised how many different species
were lurking in the darkness even so early in the year. Their markings were
beautiful and we were amazed at how varied their wing shapes and colourings
were.
Moths have had a bad press in the past; drab, brown creatures frantically
flying around the kitchen strip light, causing a panic and being quickly
despatched by the flick of a tea towel. In actual fact, on closer inspection they
have very beautiful and intricate wing patterns. Once in the trap we often found
them subdued and, unlike butterflies, they would happily sit still so they could
be admired and identified quite readily.
Better still was to be given the opportunity to borrow a moth trap to see what
night visitors graced our own humble gardens. Sibling rivalry soon ensued as
we compared notes: “a Drinker paid us a visit last night” or “we had a Buff
Tip!”
The names bestowed upon them by the Victorians add a pleasing dimension
to mothing. Why is the Spectacle moth so called? Because it does actually
look as if it’s wearing white-rimmed spectacles! No long-winded Latin names to
intimidate the novice and fortunately many of the more impressive species
such as the Poplar Hawk moth, are quite common and easy to identify.
We have thoroughly enjoyed our mothing experience this year,and look
forward to the prospect of seeing more of these enchanting insects for many
more years to come.
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Norton Covert, Stourbridge
Based on information from Martin Dukes (Secretary- Friends of Norton Covert)
Norton Covert is on the edge of Stourbridge. Martin and Linda Dukes have set
up a “Friends of Norton Covert” group. Our branch is donating £80 from the
Local Funding Initiative towards a butterfly/moth friendly wildlife hedge.
The covert has suffered considerable damage from the activity of mountain
bikers. The soil is loose and sandy with a great deal of erosion in places. The
canopy probably needs opening up in places to admit more light and
encourage low lying vegetation. White Letter Hairstreak have been found in
the Covert as well as Purple Hairstreak and some other common species.
Details of a work party are given in the diary of events. Paul Stephenson of the
Wildlife Trust has agreed to advise beforehand on what exactly needs doing,
but I anticipate that the work will include filling in holes, dragging around logs
to block cycle ramps, preparing ground for the planting of the new hedge, etc.
Volunteers should bring tools if possible, whatever you think appropriate given
the circumstances.
Those arriving later should easily be able to find volunteers already working in
the Covert as it is only a small wood. The grid reference of the Covert is SO
888 822.
Volunteers may wish to bring sandwiches but some of us may repair to a local
pub for lunch.

Keep up to date with branch news
It would help us to keep members up to speed with branch events, etc. if those
who are interested and have an email address let us know what their address
is. We hope to put together a list of people that can be kept informed of those
events which are planned at short notice so cannot be advertised in The
Comma. If you are interested, please email Mike Williams with a simple
request to be added to the list.

Wanted – Wood marketeer
Our woodland reserves produce large quantities of wood, by-products of our
essential conservation work. These include everything from large oak beams
to coppice poles.
We are looking for somebody who has the time, and ideally some experience
of the market, to act as a voluntary marketing consultant. This will involve
using any contacts you already have, plus the Internet and telephone to look
for potential customers for our woodland resources. Contacts could be in the
building trade, farming, etc. Contact Richard Southwell for more details.
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My Best Butterfly Day
Michael Southall
Living and working on the family farm has advantages and disadvantages
attached. As a nature watcher I have an enviable position of being able to view
the flora and fauna of my home area on a daily basis. However, being tied to
the land and my work tends to make me rather sedentary and not inclined to
travel far from home. This has the effect of reducing the chances of seeing
new species.
So it was on the morning of the 18th of July 1997, as I set out to do my
irrigation duties, oblivious to the treats, which were in store for me later that
sunny day.
The irrigation pool in question had been excavated in the late 1980s and I had
kept an area of bank cleared from invading scrub on an annual basis ever
since. This had led to a patch of Common Knapweed becoming established.
After starting my pump I took time to investigate this area and was delighted to
spot an unmistakable Marbled White flapping lazily over the purple flowers
and occasionally feeding. This was a new species for me and on my own
patch.
Later in the day, after work, I was relaxing in the garden and was following the
flight of a Meadow Brown. Suddenly, a movement caught my eye in a
flowering patch of thyme on my rockery. On closer inspection it turned out to
be a White Letter Hairstreak, another new species for me, and only five
paces from my front door. This butterfly proved to be very approachable,
allowing me to get within a few inches of it and still showing no signs of taking
off.
Reading about this species in A Practical Guide to the Butterflies of
Worcestershire by Jack Green, I happened to read the entry for Purple
Hairstreak. This stated: “Nearly always high up on oak or ash trees in woods.
Often an evening flight activity until around 8 pm.”
I was on a roll, so grabbing my telescope I set off for one of the farm woods.
Sure enough above the tall oaks were the rapid silvery flights of Purple
Hairstreaks. Several could be seen at the same time chasing each other in
the evening sunlight. My third new species for the day and a memorable finale
to an extraordinary day.
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Photo: © Jenny Joy

Looking for Grayling on the Long Mynd, July 2005

Photo: © Jane Ellis

Looking at a master tree at Grafton (see page19)
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Butterfly Conservation in Hungary
Mike Williams
Links between West Midlands Butterfly Conservation and Hungary date back
to 2003 when a group of us from the branch went there on a butterfly tour, also
taking in neighbouring Slovakia and the Czech Republic. Our partners in
organising the trip were a small Hungarian based travel organisation called
Ecotours who had only previously run birdwatching trips. To say we were
impressed with what we found would be an understatement, with over 100
species of butterflies and birds during our two week stay and an incredible
250+ species of moth. It was not just the diversity of what we found, however,
but the sheer quantities of Lepidoptera that really impressed: literally dozens of
Purple and Lesser Purple Emperors along a woodland ride in the Bakony
Hills; over 100 Rosy Footman in the moth trap one morning; thousands of
Silver-studded Blues mud puddling along the side of a stream in the
Aggtelek national park; countless numbers of Silver-washed Fritillaries in the
Bukk Hills. All this, together with a number of butterflies increasingly scarce
or non-existent in Western Europe like Common and Hungarian Glider,
Pallas' Fritillary, and Scarce and Dusky Large Blue meant that we returned
home well satisfied with our trip. A sense of satisfaction, however, was not all
that we brought back. Our time in Hungary and our conversations with Gabor
Orban from Ecotours and others made us only too aware of how this fantastic
diversity was under serious threat. With Hungary about to join the European
Union, just how much of this unique natural heritage was likely to survive the
Common Agricultural Policy, new road building and economic development
that would inevitably follow? Already, there were clear signs of how traditional
ways of life and land management were beginning to break down and
Lepidoptera would almost certainly become an early casualty.
Here things might have rested but the seed of an idea had been sown. The
number of active butterfly and moth enthusiasts in Hungary was tiny, levels of
awareness of the richness and importance of the country's Lepidoptera
seemed almost non-existent and there appeared little specific habitat
management for invertebrates taking place. Was there a way that Butterfly
Conservation in the UK could play a role? Indeed, is this something we should
even be thinking about? How relevant is butterfly conservation in Hungary to
what is happening in the UK? One immediate thing we could do was
encourage others to follow in our footsteps and visit Hungary. Perhaps, if we
could encourage ecotourism from Britain this might help to safeguard some of
these very special places. Encouraged by the success of our trip, Ecotours
decided to incorporate butterfly tours as part of their regular programme and,
with our initial assistance, they began to advertise in the 'Butterfly' magazine.
This has proved very successful and an increasing number of butterfly
enthusiasts from the UK have now received the "Hungarian experience".
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As to the wider questions posed, it seemed to us that the furthering of links
between Butterfly Conservation in the UK and other parts of Europe could be
justified on many levels. We had already begun to see the fruition of a
developing partnership between Dutch Butterfly Conservation and our national
office which had led to a sharing of expertise and knowledge and the first joint
publication. It was clear that a number of species threatened in the UK were
still relatively common in continental Europe. Perhaps the encouragement of
further studies abroad could assist us in our own conservation efforts at home.
In addition, maybe the raising of the profile of Lepidoptera in other parts of
Europe would attract new avenues of funding from which we could all benefit.
We were very fortunate that the branch chairman at the time, Ian Duncan, who
had been a participant in our 2003 trip, was also a member of Butterfly
Conservation's Council. Our growing links with Lepidopterists abroad
developed on the back of a series of successful International Symposiums,
meant that Butterfly Conservation nationally was receptive to these ideas and
there was strong support from the membership at large towards taking a more
European wide perspective. All this effort eventually was to culminate in the
establishment of Butterfly Conservation Europe earlier this year.
At branch level, we had maintained our links with Ecotours and it seemed that
the time was now ripe to take our previous discussions one step further.
Could we give practical expression to the ideas of partnership inherent in the
development of Butterfly Conservation Europe by working together to develop
a conservation project in Hungary? This past Summer was the opportunity to
put these ideas to the test and in July, again with assistance from Ecotours,
Simon Barker, John Reeve and myself on behalf of West Midlands Butterfly
Conservation revisited Hungary. On arrival, we were introduced to Szabolcs
Safian from the newly formed Hungarian Lepidopterological Society who had
agreed to help us in setting up a suitable project that would be useful to
furthering the conservation of butterflies in Hungary but within the capabilities
of BC members from the UK. Our plan was to visit two national parks:
Aggtelek, a very well established National Park in the east very close to the
Slovakia border and the much newer Orseg NP in the west which borders
Slovenia. At both locations, we met various National Park staff at both ranger
and senior officer level and all were very enthusiastic to work with us. The
Director of the Aggtelek NP was particularly positive, explaining that cuts in his
budget meant that there was now limited funding available for new research
projects of the kind envisaged. In fact, he felt that he might be able to use the
fact that a group of enthusiasts from the UK were planning to assist in this way
as a good argument to convince Government of the importance of the area for
Lepidoptera and strengthen the case for more funding. Initially, we had
thought to focus our attention on just the one area but, such was the response,
that we came up with the idea of two projects, each running a week at a time
but for consecutive weeks allowing people to opt for either of the two weeks or
join in for the full fortnight.
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The work itself will be very varied:
•

In Aggtelek, we will work near the village of Gomorszollos on the
fringes of the park. This area, which is partly managed by the
Hungarian Bird Society, acts as a buffer zone to the NP proper.
Generally, its butterfly and moth populations are poorly known but
certainly our brief visit this year gave us a flavour of its potential. One
key species we will be looking at is the Anomalous Blue, which only
occurs in this region of Hungary, but we will also do more general
recording and monitoring. One problem habitat-wise is that the
absence of grazing has meant that some areas in recent years have
been managed by burning and one aim will be to compare the density
and diversity of butterfly species between burnt and unburnt areas.
This information is simply not available at present and the Bird Society
has no way of assessing the impact of their management on a range
of important species such as Large Copper, Osiris Blue, Reverdin's
Blue, Large Tortoiseshell, Purple and Lesser Purple Emperor.

•

In Orseg we will be mainly working on species of Large Blue,
although there will be opportunities for more general distribution
mapping. Three species of Maculinea occur in the national park:
Alcon Blue, Dusky Large Blue and Scarce Large Blue, all of which
are endangered at a European level. Part of the Kerca Valley, our
principal area, has been the focus of a MACMAN project studying the
ecology of the various species but only within a very limited area. We
shall be undertaking a mark release and recapture project which will
help investigate the movement of the various butterflies within the
meadow system and the optimal distance of habitat patches in good
condition for management purposes. Any days where weather
conditions are unsuitable will be spent helping to control stands of
introduced and highly invasive Golden Rod (Solidago sp) which is
encroaching on the breeding habitat of the Large Blues. Other
important species which occur include Scarce, Large and Purple
Edged Copper, Brown Hairsteak, Nickerl’s, Lesser Marbled and
High Brown Fritillary, Dryad, Large Chequered Skipper, Tufted
Marbled Skipper, and Eastern Pale Clouded Yellow. Both projects
will culminate in the production of a report on our work which will be
presented to the respective National Park Director.

We shall be staying in rural guesthouse accommodation associated with the
national parks. Rooms will be shared, mainly 3-4 people to a room with all
meals provided. We have now agreed our final programme. In addition to our
work on butterflies, we hope to do some moth trapping (and a bat watch at
Aggtelek) and there will be free time for other activities. Aggtelek boasts the
largest underground cave system in all of Europe which we can visit and at
Orseg a day trip to Vienna is a possibility. For those staying the full two weeks,
there will be an overnight stop in Budapest with a sightseeing tour of the city.
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Dates are now agreed as Sunday, 23rd July - Saturday, 5th August, 2006
(Week 1 23-29 July, Week 2 30 July - 5 Aug). Cost for the full two weeks will
be £820 and for either week £470.
This price includes all food,
accommodation, transport, and required equipment (including generator,
laptop computer, stationery etc.) but excludes the cost of flights and extras like
excursions, drinks and insurance. Flights to Budapest these days are very
reasonably priced. This year for our recce we flew Easyjet from Bristol for £40
return.
We are looking to take a team of 10-12 people each week and if you are
interested in the project please get in touch as soon as possible. We shall be
spending fairly long days in the field and you will need to have average levels
of fitness. Experience of mark and release work or butterfly monitoring and
recording (e.g. butterfly transect work) would be an advantage but this is not
essential. People who are able to commit for the full two weeks are
particularly welcome but if you are only able to come for a single week that is
also fine. Most important is enthusiasm, combined with a desire to do
something worthwhile and make a contribution to butterfly and moth
conservation in Hungary. A brochure providing details will be available shortly.

Editorial (2)
Dean Fenton
Thanks for all the positive comments on my first issue, and to all those who
have contributed articles and photos this time, especially the first time
contributors. The quality of the articles surpasses anything I expected.
Hopefully they will inspire more people to have a go.
I would like to have one or two features on butterfly/moth gardening next year,
if anyone would like to contribute. This could also cover general garden
sightings. For example, I read in another branch’s magazine an article showing
that moths found on ivy blossom in the writer’s garden were rarer species than
those which visited his moth trap! Would any of the people in the Garden Moth
Scheme (GMS) care to detail their experiences?
From next year The Comma will be published on the following dates, to tie in
better with events:
•

January – to summarise the previous year’s reports, etc.

•

April – to preview all summer activities.

•

September – to preview winter conservation work and other activities.

Errata
I’ve been told of one error in the last issue. The back cover photo labelled a
Dingy Footman was a Buff Footman. On such things do careers hang!
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Committee members
This list gives members you are most likely to want to contact; for other
committee members see the branch website or January newsletter.
Chairman
Vicechairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Regional
Development
Officers
Education
Webmaster
Recorder
Transects

Richard Southwell Sandilands@yesit.co.uk
Sandilands, 48 Whitehall Rd, Stourbridge DY8 2JT
David Jackson jacksongrus@btinternet.com
11 Hyperion Drive, Penn, Wolverhampton WV4 5QW
James Hill Jameshill@user2internet.net
15 Parkside Drive, Maybank, Newcastle, Staffs ST5 0NL
Tony Hatton
24 Loxley Drive, Mansfield, Notts. NG18 4FB
Dr. Jenny Joy joy.croft@btinternet.com
The Croft, off Haygate Rd, Wellington, Telford TF1 2BW
Jane Ellis jellis@butterfly-conservation.org
15 Morrison Park Road, West Haddon, Northants NN6 7BJ
Richard Lamb, Stratford-on-Avon Butterfly Farm, Tramway
Walk, Swan's Nest Lane, Stratford-on-Avon, CV37 7LS
Nigel Stone Njstone@hotmail.com
8 Grove Lane, Keresley End, Coventry CV7 8PN
Jim Chance Harbornchristine@aol.com
65 Wentworth Rd, Harborne, Birmingham B17 9SS
John Tilt (see below)
Mike Williams mike@stagborough.fsnet.co.uk
2 Dewberry Close, Stourport, Worcs DY13 8TB

01384-397066
(after 4pm)
01902-344716
01782-610377
01623-659998
01952-245684
01788 510695
01789-299288
02476-335189
0121-4271706
01299-824860

Reserve managers:
Grafton
Wood
Monkwood
Trench
Wood

John Tilt John.tilt2@btopenworld.com
9 Meadow Close, Flyford Flavell, WR7 4DE
Paddy Harrison Moorcroft Barn, Sinton Green, Hallow WR2
6NW
Neil McLean 10 Hammond Close, Droitwich WR9 7SZ

01386-792458
01905-641523
01905-795381

Conservation officers: (for Shropshire see Jenny Joy, above; for N. Staffs. See James
Hill)
Worcs.
Herefords.

Trevor Bucknall t.bucknall@ntlworld.com
26 Vine Street, Northwick, Worcester WR3 7DY
Ian Hart yellowrattle@compuserve.com
Laurel Cottage, Newton St. Margarets, Hereford HR2 0QN

01905-755757
01981 510259

Moth officers:
Worcs.
Herefords.

Mike Southall michael.southall@virgin.net Wells Cottage,
Pepwell Lane, Crossway Green, Stourport, DY13 9SN
Jeff Andrews Jeff.andrews@virgin.net
Meadow View, Dinedor, Hereford HR2 6LQ

Shropshire

30

01299 251467
01432-870301

Photo: © Rosemary Winnall

Mothing in Wyre Forest

Photo: © Jane Ellis

Brimstone nectaring, Wolford Wood, Warks.
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